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Guest Editorial: In Memory of Chris Hani
Benjamin F. Chavis, J r.
Once again, al\ freedom-loving people throughout the
world are in а state of shock and disgust over the tragic
assassination of Chris Hani, young gifted leader of the
African National Congress (ANC). This death is another
painful reminder of the racist brutality of the apartheid
regime in South Africa. It is important that we not let the
memory and living spirit of Chris Hani fade.
Оп April 10, 1993, immediately after returning home
from buying а newspaper, Chris Hani was shot to death Ьу
а racist coward named Janus Walus. Official South African
government explanations now reveal that Chris Hani's assassination has direct ties to the most radical faction of the
neo-Nazi Conservative Party in South Africa. [See page 4.]
Although Walus was arrested shortly after he drove away
from Mr. Hani's home, it was not until several top leaders of
this racist faction were subsequently arrested that one top
South African police official acknowledged that Hani's killing may have been part of а coordinated, assassination
conspiracy.
African-American civil rights leaders in the U.S. as well
as the masses of millions of our brothers and sisters, mourn
the loss ofthis great leader. Hani, at the prime age of 50, was
one of the bright, shining stars of an emerging new South
Africa. Yet, the pains and sacrifices necessary to transform
South Africa into а democracy appear increasingly fatal .
The history of the freedom movement in the United
States, Africa, and throughout the world documents the
necessity not to let assassins silence the movement. We must
therefore lift our voices - not only to mourn this loss, but
to increase the volume of our outrage against the hideous
spectacle of the institutions of apartheid in South Africa.
PuЫishers:

Ellen Ray, William Schaap, Louis Wolf

The origin of Chris Hani 's murder weapon implicates
South Africa's President and his government. It was too easy
for white, right-wing extremists to steal this particular gun
from the military in Pretoria. Although Hani's assailant
reportedly had licenses for four guns-including а machine
pistol - the one he used to kill Hani was not among them.
Moreover, reliaЫe sources point out that the South
African police found а "hit list" in the home of Hani 's
murderer which contained the names of other African political leaders in South Africa. То date, those names have not
been revealed. Such startling revelations can only have а
very chilling effect on the negotiating process to end white
rule.
In fact, it would Ье more accurate to characterize this
brutal murder as а staggering Ыоw to the progress already
made in South Africa's transition to majority rule. Chris
Hani had the best credentials to succeed Nelson Mandela.
Not only had he held several prominent leadership positions
in the ANC, but he also had the most charismatic арреа! to
angry, young Ыacks. Не earned crediЬility for the ANC
among the disgruntled Ыасk youth in South Africa. In fact,
Hani was viewed Ьу most puЫic opinion polls as the person
to lead the ANC into the 21st century.
Now that he is no longer with us, the transition journey
to majority rule in South Africa will Ье rougher than ever.
Nevertheless, we must Ье ever vigilant and keep the faith.
Chris Hani has not died in vain and the ' free South Africa'
movement will continue and succeed. Long live the memory
of Chris Hani.
•
Benjamin Chavis, recently elected Executive Director of the NAACP, is
long-time political activist dedicated to working for racial and economic
j ustice. Не serves on the boards of numerous social justice organizations
and is the President of the Board of the Washington Office on Africa. His
weekly column, "Civil Rights Journal," appears in some 300 newspapers.
а
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Nazi Echo: Germany for the Germans

Weinstein & Eric Cummins

46

BetsySwart

11

The British military is targeting а generation
of lrish youth for neutralization or death. Four
young men are gunned down when they fight
back against constant harassment and deadended futures with an act of defiance.

Black Youth in Police Crosshairs

Haiti: Politics of Blood and Race

Keith Jennings

20

50

On U.S. streets, skin color equals рrоЬаЫе
cause as police subject Ыасk men to а particular human rights abuse: collective punishment.

Hundreds of Haitians, guilty only of being
HIV-positive, have been incarcerated for
months at the U.S. Naval Base in Cuba.
There, U.S. fQrc~s subject them to psyops as
well as medical and physical abuse.

lnterview: Fred·Weir in Russia
Anti-Defamation League:
Civil Rights and Wrongs
Abdeen Jabara

IN~!"9•
.11

28

The ADL has run а systematic long~term
private political spy network against "pinkos,"
the Right, and "Arabs," passing on information to the U.S., South African, and lsraeli
governments. Check the list for your group.

!tlf+l?W
'

cover graphic is taken from, "ln Memory of Two
Thousand Two Hundred Slain Black South
Afri~ns, • Ьу Detroit artist Carl Owens, 1986.
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The Soviet-era Communist elite has exchanged its ham m~rs and sickles for
American Express cards. Meanwhile, with
rising unemployment, pollution and
national~sm, Russi~ ent~~s an er~ of political,
econom1c, and sac1al d1s1ntegratюn.

Profiteers Fuel War in Angola
Sharon Вeaulaurier

Тhе

ЭВ

lreland's Targeted Generation

The neo-Nazi Right is on the march against
immigrants, Jews, and other "undesiraЫes."
The Kohl government, concerned about the
business climate, slaps а few wrists while it
supports anti-immigrant legislation.

Dan Coughlin

У

Under the unЫinking еуе of electronic surveillance, this prototype prison locks men up
for over 23 hours а day in high-tech torture
chambers.

With the murder of Chris Hani and calls for а
white Afrikaner homeland, the neo-Nazi Right
~ backed Ьу international allies - arms for
а last-ditch battle to maintain minority rule.

Michael Hahn

L

The Crime of Punishment at Pelican
Вау Maximum Security Prison

Global Links to Race War in South
Africa and the Hani Assassination
· Jacques Pauw

Т

61

lncreasingly, bogus relief companies, CIAlinked airlines, and freelance gunrunners are
strenghtening UNITA's drive to win on the battlefield what it lost in free and fair elections.

CovertAction 3

GLOBAL LINKS

South Africa's extreme racists, who number
in the hundreds of thousands, are armed to the
teeth. Their efforts to rip out the heart of the
already fragile negotiating process may plunge
the country into war and anarchy. Driven Ьу
their hatred for Ыacks, whom they still call
"kaffirs," and Ьу their abhorrence for "white
traitors and sellouts," many have joined commando units and underground cells. They have
support from international anti-communist and
neo-Nazi organizations in Europe and the U.S.
including the Heritage Foundation, the International Freedom Foundation, the Moonies, and
the World Anti-Communist League.
That these right-wing zealots are both serious and violent was brought home Ьу the recent assassination of Chris Hani. The South
African Communist Party (SACP) secretarygeneral was а hero to millions, South Mrica's
second most powerful leader after Nelson
Mandela, and an important figure in the negotiations. On April 10, Polish-born Janus Walus,
а member of а secret right-wing cell, shot Hani
as he returned to his Boksburg, Johannesburg
home after buying а newspaper. As he lay dead
in а pool of Ыооd, rightwingers throughout the
country celebrated his murder.
During the week that followed, South Africa's реасе process teetered on а knife's edge.
Armed thugs from the white supremacist Afrikaner Resistance Movement (АWB, Afrikaner
Weerstandsbeweging) rampaged through local
townships. They fired guns from pickup trucks,
scattering frightened residents, and taunting,
"Your king is dead." 1
AWB leader Eugene TerreBlanche fanned
flames that nearly exploded into war Ьу boasting that if Hani had not already been murdered,
he would have wanted to have done the job
himself. 2 Extremist leaders warmly and puЫicly congratulated Hani 's accused assassin,
hailed his "bravery," and dubbed him а true "volks-en oologsheld'' (national war hero).
ANC leaders called for reconciliation and calm, as hundreds
of thousands of Ыacks took to the streets in mourning and anger.
Mobs looted shops, bumed cars and houses, and shouted racially
charged remarks at frightened whites. Once again South Mrica
escaped anarchy and the реасе process continued despite calls
from within radical Ыасk quarters for its suspension.

ТО

RACE WAR IN
SOUTH AFRICA

& ТНЕ ASSASSINATION
OF CHRIS HANI
Jacques Pauw
The South African Right now understands: it cannot enforce white supremacy with а ballot Ьох; it will never see an
all-white election again. An intense negotiating process is
now going on between F.W. de К.lerk's National Party
government and the African National Congress (ANC) over
the shape of post-apartheid South Africa. The process will
undoubtedly endorse one-person, one-vote elections for as
early as Spring 1994, thereby ensuring Ыасk majority rule.
With no hope of winning significant support in an open
election, even among the minority white community, the
Right's fanatic members are increasingly inclined to see а
military uprising as the only solution.

4 CovertAction

Jacques Pauw is а South African investigative reporter at The Star (Johannesburg), former assistant editor of Vrye Weekhlad (an independent Afrikaans
weekly), and author of /n the Heart of the Whore: The Story of Apartheid's
Death Squads. Не has written extensively on the rightwing.
Photo: AFRAPIX/lmpact Visuals АWВ leader EugeneTeпeВlanchestands
on the stage to disrupt а scheduled address Ьу Foreign Мinister Pik Botha, 1986.
1. Sunday Times (Johannesburg), Мау 9, 1993.
2. South African Broadcasting Cmporation, April 19, 1993.
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voice is echoed Ьу many other fanatics who want to maintain
Rlght Enters New Phase
white rule at any cost, including turning South Africa into а
With time running out, the right-wing movement to mainЫoodbath.
tain white supremacy and derail the transition to majority rule
When the Right launches its threatened large-scale armed
has entered а new phase of resistance and mobllization. Dr.
resistance, the government will have to activate the full might
Wim Booyse, а political analyst and рrоЬаЫу South Africa's
of the security forces against
foremost expert on the rightit. While there is as yet no
wing, believes change may
hard evidence of plans for
lead to widespread violent
fomenting either а rightresistance against а future,
wing uprising or а соир
democratically elected govd'etat from within the
ernment. "1 sense а desperate
security forces, the Right
attempt among rightwingers,"
believes that when forced to
said Booyse, "that they have
choose sides, many soldiers
to mobllize Ьefore the elecand police will not back the
tion campaign starts. They
government.6 Many, if not
Ьelieve they can derail the
most, whites within the powhole campaign and make it
lice
and the powerful miliimpossiЫe for South Africa
3
tary
structures, such as
to have fair elections."
Military
Intelligence, supAlthough the Right has
port
the
Conservative
Party
long expected the signal for
and
the
Right.
For
decades,
that battle to Ье the holding of
these whites have been parnon-racial elections, Booyse
tisans
in а war in which the
believes that the assassination
ANC,
the
Communist Party,
of Chris Hani may have given
and
other
Ыасk organizathe movement new impetus
tions
were
the
enemy. Тhеу
and brought the "plan of acfear
that
all
of
the
privileges
tion" forward.
they
hold
Ьу
virtue
of race
А short time later, Comare
about
to
end
and
that
the
munist Party Chair Joe Slovo
white government is selling
was targeted. 1 was told Ьу а
them out through the negosource within the rightwing
tiating process. As the level
of а plot to assassinate him.
of racism rises daily, so, too,
ChrisHani
Although the police had Ьееn
does the level of violence.
informed of the scheme nearly а week before the slated
The Thlrd War for Freedom
killing, they had never warned Slovo and 1 was the first to
Three years ago, а banner at the Conservative Party rally
tell him to take the necessary precautions.
proclaimed: "Тhе right-wing tiger is awakening!" At the
These assassination plots are among many clear indicasame event, Conservative leader Andries Treurnicht antions that rightwingers are moЬilizing their underground
nounced the start of the "Third War of Freedom,"7 (the first
structures to torpedo the process taking South Africa to
democracy and majority rule. Dozens of right-wing hit lists
two having been fought Ьу the Boers against the British
are circulating that include the names of negotiators and
toward the end of the 19th century).
"white traitors" such as President F. W. de Кlerk; ANC leaders
For а while, there was much sound and fury but no action,
including Nelson Mandela, Cyril Ramaphosa and Thabo
and the assassination threats were laughed off as "bully-boy
Mbeki; and communist leaders Ronnie Kassrils and Slovo.
wartalk." After all, the myth of the mighty Afrikaner soldier
Previously unknown gangs of fascist thugs such as the Boer
was one of South Africa's great fallacies. Afrikaners had lost
virtually every war they fought in this century. Secondly, in
RepuЫican Army and the Israelite Liberation Army have
issued "execution certificates. " 4
light of the Afrikaner history of internal discord and rivalry,
"Тhе day а one man, one vote is called, it's war," threatas myriad groups vied for baasskap (supremacy), prospects
ened Andrew Ford, leader of the Boer Resistance Movement,
for coordinated and effective action seemed remote. And
which claims an army of thousands ready for battle. 5 His
most importantly, despite white fears of nationalization,
3. Author's interview with Wim Вооуsе, April 22, 1993.
4. Beeld (Johannesburg), Мау 4, 1993.
5. Sunday Times, April 25, 1993.
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6. Booyse interview, ор. cit.
7. Weekly Mail (Excom, Transvaa\), April 2, 1992.
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with "mother organizations" such as AWB or the
Conservative Party. The assassination of Hani was
рrоЬаЫу planned from within one of these cells. 10

Afrlkaner Homeland Uber Alles
The aboveground manifestations of this renewal
include bold gestures of defiance. On Мау 6, 1993,
an estimated 10,000 khaki-clad farmers vented their
anger in the historic town of Potchefstroom in the
Western Transvaal. They came in luxury cars, fourwheel drives, pickups, and buses to send а message
to the world: We will not live under an ANC government. We will take up arms and fight.11
The farmers bayed for Ыооd and shouted fury at
the government. "Shoot him! Get rid of the traitor!"
they screamed about Deputy Minister of Agriculture
Toble Meyer. When told that the ministers of justice,
defense, and law and order (police) had declined
invitations to attend, they jeered. Members of the
AWB- most of whom openly wore holstered guns
on their hips - called for war and vowed that the
only way to solve their proЫems was to shoot it out.
The meeting was different from previous rightwing rallies in one important way: the presence of
former Chief of the South African Defense Force
General Constand Viljoen. The legendary soldier,
Roger Вosch, AFRAPIX/lmpact Visuals
who fought in Angola and Namibla, received а standYoung AWB members celebrate Kruger Day in Transvaal, 1990.
ing ovation as he called for the suspension of negotiations to remedy the country's violence. According to
Viljoen, ceding joint control of the security forces before
communism, and Ыасk revenge, it appeared likely that, given
ratifying а new constitution was "crass stupidity" and would
the ANC's record of реасе and reconciliation, whites would
assure that those forces fell under "communist" controI. 12
keep their jobs, property, and рrоЬаЬ!у even their strangleIn the past, the Afrikaner nation has often turned to its
hold on the economy. Fear and hatred, however, have driven
generals
in time of crisis. 13 This time, although the farmers
some racist whites to risk all on а mad military campaign.
pleaded with him to lead the Boer Nation in their freedom
Recently, the Right seems both more аЬ!е and more willwar against Ыасk majority rule, Viljoen did not directly
ing to plunge the country into all-out civil war. "There is
respond. His very presence, however, was higbly significant.
movement in the rightwing," Booyse warned last year.
Viljoen is а key figure in the recently-formed Committee
"Watch out, they are mobllizing. Something is going to
of
Generals,
which aims to unify the Right and pave the way
happen." Не was right , the tiger is ready to strike. Chris Hani
for
an
independent
Afrikaner nation (Boer State). The generals
is dead; the organized drive to greater unity on the Right is
have
sent
documents
to all major parties on the Right, pleadprogressing; and а handful of former police and army geing
for
support.
So
far, the AWB - the largest group of
nerals recently joined the Right ranks and assumed leaderorganized
paramilitary
racists - has not committed itself. 14
ship positions.
Another
key
man
in
the drive for right-wing unity is
Until а year ago, there were at least 186 identifiaЬ!e
former
chief
of
military
intelligence,
General Tienie Groeneright-wing groups ranging from the popular Conservative
wald.
Afrikaner
nationalists,
he
says,
believe in and will
Party-which got more than 30 percent of the votes in the
exercise the right to self-protection. They will pursue the
1989 general election-to small, isolated cells of fanatics
quest for an Afrikaner homeland Ьу peaceful means, but will
plotting mayhem and destruction.8
use "mass action and passive resistance" if necessary, and
Now the number is down to 20, but, says Booyse, rather
will consider а military option if the constitutional route is
than indicating а decline, the count demonstrates success in
organizing and mobllizing, and in settling old disputes that
had prevented unity. 9 The new model is а small unnamed cell
10. !Ьid.
which is harder to detect and infiltrate, and has no direct link
11. The author attended the meeting.
8. Interview with Booyse, ор. cit.
9. Ibld
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12. Weekly Mail, Мау 7, 1993; and The Star (Johannesburg), Мау 7, 1993.
13. Beeld, Мау 7, 1993.
14. Weekly Mail, Мау 7, 1993; South African Broadcasting Corporation,
Мау8, 1993.
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Boerevolk (Order of the Boer Nation) leader Piet "Shoot"
Ьlocked. Groenewald has denied his reported involvement in
Rudolph in order to launch the " Тhird War of Freedom."
the formation of а "White People's Army." 15
Clive Derby-Lewis is the South African representative of
Significantly, notes Booyse, right-wing organizations
the extremist World Anti-Communist League (WACL), presihave abandoned their Afrikaner exclusivity and now weldent of Western Goals (United Кingdom), and а member of
come with open arms their English-speaking compatriots.
the U.S.-based Heritage Foundation. 18 Through his RepuЫi
Through the Concerned Southern Africans Group (Cosag),
can Unity Movement of South Africa (Rumosa), which has
they have even courted and drawn in Ыасk organizations,
23 branches and 15,000 English-speaking members all over
strange bedfellows indeed. Groenewald defines his current
the country, Derby-Lewis played an imp.ortant role in moblstrategy: unify the right, maximize pressure for а homeland,
lizing British and foreign rightwingers. 9
and bolster Cosag influence in multiparty talks on the future.16 Cosag represents а new
phenomenon in South African
politics-Ыack and white organizations standing arm-in-arm against an
ANC-led government. It joins two
Afrikaner-based parties-the Conservative Party and the Afrikaner Volksunie (AVU)--as well as Mangosuthu
Buthelezi's Zulu-based Inkatha
Freedom Party, and the homeland governments of Bophuthatswana and Ciskei. According to the general, Cosag
rests on four "ethnic pillars": Afrikaners, Zulus, Tswanas, and Xhosas.
А pact between the Right and Inkatha is particularly ominous. The
white Right is marked Ьу extremism
and firepower, Inkatha Ьу its abllity to
stoke violence and derail the negotiations process. lnkatha's impis and the
Right's fanatics have bridged а great
abyss of mutual mistrust and hatred
with а shared readiness to kill those
who oppose them. 17
RoЬin <ЭraubardЛmpact Vlsuals
Mounted soldier of the Rlght at Johannesburg rally, 1993.
lnternational Fasclst Links
In addition to increasing alliances of
expedience on the domestic front, there is clear evidence that
WACL's South African representative Derby-Lewis was
the South African rightwing is part of the worldwide network
at the forefront of the international far-Right struggle against
of neo-fascist and extremist organizations.
communism. Founded in 1966 Ьу the dictatorships of South
The arrests that followed Chris Hani's assassination have
Korea and Taiwan, WACL is the preeminent umbrella ortrouЫing implications. Janus Walus, the accused assassin, is
ganization bringing together unrepentant "terrorists, Nazis,
а member of the АWB and has close links with the neo-fascist
and Latin American death squad leaders."20 Among its most
World Apartheid Movement and the Afrikaner National
notorious members were Mario Sandoval Alarcon, godfather
Socialists. Outside these relatively open right-wing ties, he
of Guatemala's "White Hand" death squads, and Major
was also а member of а small, independent cell containing
Roberto D' Aubuisson, death squad leader of the Alianza
two leading figures in the Conservative Party: former memRepuЬlicana Nacionalista (ARENA) party in El Salvador. 21
ber of Parliament Clive Derby-Lewis and his wife, Gay
According to the book, Inside the League, WACL is at
Derby-Lewis. All three have officially been charged with
least partly sponsored Ьу Rev. Sun Myung Moon's controverHani's murder and are in custody. According to police, the
sial Unification Church and is known to have financed ехweapon that killed Hani was part of а consignment of South
18. Beeld, April 20, 1993.
African Defence Force weapons stolen Ьу the fanatical Orde15. The Star,

Мау

6, 1993.

16. !Ьid.
17. The Goldstone Commission Report (1992) Ыamed Inkatha as one of the
main protagonists of violence.
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19. Beeld, April 17, 1993.
20. WACL has been exposed in: Jon Lee Anderson and Scott Anderson,
Inside the League (New York: Dodd, Mead, 1986); and CovertAction, Number
25 (Winter 1986), рр . 50, 52-3.
21. Jeff Marishane, "What Is the lnternational Freedom Foundation?" research paper, Institute for Contextual Theology, Johannesburg, 1993.
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tremist organizations and right-wing guerrilla movements
throughout the world. The Moonies also fund the neo-fascist
French National Front headed Ьу Jean-Marie Le Pen, with
·ь
.occasюns
. . 22
w h от DbLe
er у- w1s
as met on .vaпous
WACL's activities in South Africa can Ье traced back to
the 1960s when it was headed Ьу lvor Benson - chief press
censor under Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith. Various
South African academics, church leaders, and politicians
have been linked to the WACL. 23 In 1990, it changed its name
to the World League for Freedom and Democracy.
The U.S. chapter, the Council for World Freedom (uscWF),
has been headed Ьу General John К. Singlaub (ret.), а leading
advocate of the "Low Intensity Conflict Strategy." In the
1980s, President Ronald Reagan informally assigned him to
implement the Reagan doctrine of overt and covert intervention in key Third World trouЫe spots. Under Singlaub, WACL
funded UNIТA in Angola, Renamo in Mozamblque, the Contras in Nicaragua, and other right-wing rebel movements. Не
helped coordinate these fund-raising efforts with organizations such as the Unification Church, the Christian Broadcasting
Network and bogus charities such as Citizens for America
under New York entrepreneur-politician Lew Lehrman. 24
Also affiliated with the WACL is the International
Freedom Foundation (IFF), which has played an important
role in trying to discredit the ANC and promoting Inkatha.

lnkatha's impis and the Right's
fanatics have bridged

а

great

abyss of mutual mistrust and
hatred with

а

shared readiness

to kill those who oppose them.
The IFF has even sponsored its own "independent commission of inquiry" into alleged torture in ANC camps. Its South
African director, Russell Crystal, has been exposed as а
South African Security Police agent.
Founded in July 1985 Ьу Jack Abramoff, the Washingtonand Johannesburg-based IFF describes itself as а non-profit
educational body dedicated to the promotion and defense of
democracy and human rights. Not so, according to Johannesburg-based Institute for Contextual Theology researcher Jeff
Marishane: "Aclose inspection ofthe IFF reveals it as deeply
involved in the resurgence and s~read of neo-fascism both
inside and outside South Africa." 5
22. /Ьid.
23. !Ьid.
24. !Ьid.; Weekly Mail, April 23, 1993.
25. Marishane, ор. cit.; and David Ivon, "Touting for South Africa: Intemational Freedom Foundation," CovertAction, NumЬer31(Winter1989), рр. 62.М.
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Western Goals
In addition to his role as WACL representative, DerbyLewis has links with extremist elements in British conservative politics through Western Goals. In Мау 1985, Western
Goals (U.К.) was founded as the British section of the U.S.
Western Goals Foundation and affiliated to WACL. 26 Its
self-described mission was preservation of Western values
and European culture. It is opposed to "communism,
liberalism, internationalism, and the multi-cultural
society." 27 In 1992, Derby-Lewis succeeded Salvadoran
death squad leader D' Aubuisson as Western Goals's president.28
Western Goals actively promotes far-Right leaders and
causes. In June 1989, when Andries Treurnicht and DerbyLewis visited Europe, Western Goals handled the puЫic
relations. It has served as unofficial international ambassador
for the South African Conservative Party to Germany the
French National Front, and the Salvadoran ARENA Party. 29 Its
support for extremists extends beyond political and financial
backing to include military training. In 1992, Western Goals
launched а program to arm and train white South African
civilians in preparation for а race war. Carried out Ьу soldiers
from the British Army, ex-Rhodesian forces, and the South
African Defence Force, the training was under the "overall
direction" of Derby-Lewis, who is а former Citizen Force
lieutenant-colonel. British special forces experts from the
Special Air Services regiment have been in South Africa
several times, training white commandos in close quarters
combat, firearms use, and survival techniques. Special forces
operatives from other countries, including Russian Spetznaz
soldiers, have also conducted trainings in South Africa. 30
Derby-Lewis' right-wing links span both the Atlantic and
Pacific Oceans. Не is а member of the powerful conservative
Washington-based Heritage Foundation, which funneled
financial aid to the Nicaraguan Contras and provided the
Ыueprint for the rise of the Right under Reagan. 31 His name
is on the mailing list of the World Apartheid Movement
(WAM), which is known to have close contact with such
extremist organizations as the Australian Nationalists Movement, L 'Empire InvisiЬle, the International White Power Network in Germany, the SS-Action Group in the U.S" and the
Church of the Creator. 32

26. Westem Goals was founded in the U.S. Ьу Rep. Larry McDonald in
1979. Texas millionaire Nelson Bunker Hunt backed the organization and
Singlaub was one of its patrons. (Weekly Mai~ April 2, 1993.)
27. Westem Goals press release (undated); and Marishane, ор. cit.
28. The Star, April 23, 1993. The 1993 Salvadoran Truth Commission
confirmed that D'Aubuisson had headed death squads guilty of numerous
atrocities, including the assassination of Archblshop Oscar Romero. (Julia
Preston, "War Report Accuses Salvadorans," Washington Post, March 15,
1993, р. 13.)
29. Marishane, ор. cit.
30. Weekly Mail, April 23, 1993.
31. The Star, April 19, 1993; See testimony Ьу Joe Femandez (aka "Toma..
Castillo," former С!А Station Chief in Costa Rica), Joint Select Committee
Hearing оп Select Military Assistance to lran and the Nicaraguan Opposition,

183-84, 191.
32. Weekly Mail, April 23, 1993.
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The World Apartheid Movement has always been popular
in South Africa among neo-Nazis and white foreigners, especially Eastern European anticommunist zealots. As of 1992,
it had а 4,000-name mailing list. Its military wing offers
training to rightwingers. Recently, however, WАМ lost support after its leader, neo-Nazi fanatic Koos Vermuelen, came
under suspicion Ьу the Right of being а police agent. Vermuelen gained notoriety from annual Ьirthday celebrations
for Hitler on his fort-like farm outside Pretoria. 33
Church of the Creator
There is а long history of international support for rightwing violence as а tactic in South Africa's race war.
In November 1991, two University of Pretoria students,
Jurgen Matthew White and Johannes Jurgens Grobbelaar,
died in а shootout with police in the Kalahari desert. Police
believed that the two men, linked to murder, were heading
for а secret desert hideout. 34 They were found with а cache
of machine guns, hand grenades, and mortars, as well as а
large quantity of neo-Nazi literature and an address list of
international contacts in the neo-Nazi, neo-fascist, and skinhead movements in Europe, Scandinavia, and the U.s. 35 The
two were members of the neo-fascist Afrikaner National
Socialists, the World Apartheid Movement, and the Church
of the Creator.
The South African Church of the Creator was founded in
1986 and is directly affiliated to the church's home office in
the U.S. There was evidence that Grobbelaar had been in
direct touch with Ben Кlassen, the organization's leader, or
primus dominus, in the U.S. The Church of the Creator
advocates the total extermination of Jews and Ыacks, groups
it calls the "mud races."36
The Conservative Party and the AWB
Although the Conservative Party officially participates in
the negotiations, it continues to act as an umbrella for the far
Right. With South Mrica's first non-racial election less than
а year away - and Ыасk majority rule the certain outcome
- the desperation of the extremists increases. Their ugly
mood was demonstrated recently Ьу а Conservative member
of Parliament who puЫicly branded President de Кlerk а
traitor when he handed him 30 pieces of silver.
The acting head of the Conservative Party, Ferdi Hartzenberg - expected to succeed the late Andries Treurnicht ardently believes in apartheid. Не also maintains close contacts with elements in the AWB. 37 Hartzenberg recently
threatened on television that his "people" would offer armed
resistance to any settlement which resulted in а democratic
government dominated Ьу the ANC. "We are going to fight
until we have our freedom again," Hartzenberg vowed.38

33. Interview with Booyse, ор. cit.
34. Sunday Star (Johannesburg), NovemЬer 10, 1991.
35. Vrye Weekhlad (Newtown), November 8, 1991.
36. Vrye Weekhlad, November 15, 1991.
37. Weekly Mail, April 23, 1993.
38. Pretoria News, April 26, 1993.
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Much of that fight went underground after а three-year
police cam~aign against the Right netted 136 leaders and
supporters. 9 Using cells like the one which spawned the
Hani murder, the Right has regrouped. Without names or
constitutions, these cells keep low profiles and exercise great
caution in accepting members. Тheir secrecy has impeded
authorities' abllity to expose members, discover hit squads,
and stop plans for violence.40 Most members of this underground network are also members of the Conservative Party
andtheAWB.
Arguing that the AWB is а "cultural" organization, the
Conservative Party allows its members to belong. The AWB,
in turn, interacts with rival ultraright organizations, shares
members with some of them , and provides commando training.41 The Mrikaner Resistance Movement remains Ьу far
the Ьiggest and рrоЬаЫу most dangerous paramilitary organization. Although АWB leader Eugene TerreBlanche
claims more than 40,000 men under arms, the commandos
have no more than 5,000 members. 42
TerreВlanche's call for his followers to arm themselves
and prepare for military action has been enthusiastically
embraced. "TerreBlanche can depend on us to fight shoulder

• Afrikaners are 8% of South Africa's population
of 38 million; there is по economically viaЫe
area where they have а majority.
• Three million out of South Africa 's 5 million
whites are Africaners.
• Тhе vast majority of Afrikaners are armed;
almost all adult males have had military training; hundreds of thousands serve as reservists; and tens of thousands are in right-wing
vigilante groups.
• Thirty million Ыacks possess only 15 % of land.
• 80% of Afrikaners douЬt Mandela's sincerity.
Pau\ Taylor, "Afrikaners' New Apartheid
ington Post, Мау 23, 1993, р . 31.

Dreaщ"

Wash-

to shoulder," said Andrew Ford. "The greatest enemies are
whites who are behind everything that has gone wrong. They
too will Ье shot. We have our plans. Watch us. " 43 Some of
those plans have already been implemented: AWB now holds
military training camps every weekend all over the country
and there are indications that its commando structures have
grown significantly since the March 1992 white referendum.

39. Interview with Booyse, ор. cit.
40. !Ьid.
41. The Star, April 24, 1993:
42. Interview with Booyse, ор. cit.
43. Sunday Times, April 25, 1993.
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Land of Extremes and Extremists
In а тоvе toward even greater т i litancy, TerreBlanche
South Africa has always been known as а country of exwas recently sidelined Ьу the Military Council of the АWB,
treтes: extreтe wealth and poverty, extreтe beauty, extreтe
which has reportedly taken control of the organization. 44
teтperatures, extreтe anger, and
The second largest paraаЬоvе all, extreтe racisт.
тilitary organization after the
Most political analysts
АWB is the Boer Соттаndо
Angry rightwingers say
regard the rightwing as а very
under the leadership of Gawie
serious and dangerous threat.
Volschenk. Although it has
they are ready for war.
Decades of apartheid have creonly about 600 тетЬеrs, they
ated an ugly and nasty strain of
are well-trained. 45
Their guns are loaded,
white South Africans. They
The Order of the Boer Nahave been brutalized Ьу the
tion has less than 80 тетЬеrs ,
their hearts are poisoned,
belief that Ыасk people are not
but they are well-arтed , only inferior, but are in favor of
trained, and have already been
and their fear and desperation
а violent and coттunist-in
iтplicated in large-scale rightwing violence, including тur
spired overthrow of "civilized
make them dangerous indeed.
and Christian rule."
der and sabotage.46
1 do not know what the future
Nuтerous sтaller organizaof ту country holds. Perhaps
tions also fight against тajority
rule. Because of internal rifts, there are, for ехатрlе, three
rightwingers will eventually support тajority rule when they
discover that under the rule of President Nelson Mandela,
Boer Resistance Moveтents. More "intellectual" organizatheir farтs, cars, and pensions have not disappeared. As
tions such as the Boere-Bevrydingsbeweging (Boer Freedoт
Weekly Мail political editor Phillip van Niekerk puts it: "That
Moveтent) and the Boerestaat Party (Boer State Moveтent)
тау Ье the тотеnt of knowing that while change is inalso сотреtе for influence.
evitaЫe , war is not. The world will not сот е to an end. We
need to get there soon." Others are not so confident. Angry
44. The Star, August 24, 1990; Weekly Mai~ April 30, 1993; and interview
rightwingers say they are ready for war. Their guns are
with Booyse, ор. cit.
loaded,
their hearts are poisoned, and their fear and despera45. The Star, April 23, 1993.
tion таkе theт dangerous indeed.
•
46. !Ьid.

Anna Zieminski/lmpact Visuals

Members of AWB dlsplay neo-Nazl paraphernalia as they march through the streets of Pretorla, 1990.
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Nazi Echo: Gertnany for the Germans
Michael Hahn
Once again, German Nazis are on the march for racial
purity and national supremacy. Last fall, the world glanced
with momentary alarm as neo-Nazis launched а wave of
racist violence in the city of Rostock and around Germany.
In late November, soon after Chancellor Helmut Kohl
launched а highly visiЫe crackdown and banned а few extremist organizations, the reports of right-wing violeщ:e faded from the corporate media. Тhе "crackdown" had been
successful - not in ending attacks on refugees, immigrants,
Jews, gays, the homeless, the disaЫed, and leftists in Germany - but simply in assuaging foreign puЫic opinion.
Neo-Nazism, however, remains а growing force in Germany. lts danger is not limited to the few fascist circles Kohl
banned, nor is it simply а temporary response to economic
crisis, restructuring, or increasing immigration. Rather, it is
part of а development that stretches across post-Cold War
Europe but which-in а country which once voted Adolf Hitler
into power--contains uniquely German elements.

Michael Hahn is а Gennan writer who lives in Washington, D.C.
Photo: Teit HombakЛmpact Visuals. Neo-Nazis on the rnarch in Dresden.
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Since unification in 1990, three phenomena have characterized Germ'any-an economic crisis, an expansionist stand
toward Europe, and а rise in extreme nationalism and neoN azism. Тhese linked elements reflect the dramatic shift to
the political Right. Ву scapegoating immigrants as the main
cause of economic distress and creating panic over "refugee
floods" threatening to "swamp" the country, the governmen.t
and media have contributed to that trend. Meanwhile, spin
doctors and scholars have intensified efforts to whitewash
Nazi history and shake off historical impediments, rooted in
the memory of Nazi aggression and genocide, to Germany's
hegemony in Europe. Ву September 1992, а puЫic opinion
survey conducted Ьу the prestigious Infas Institute found that
51 percent of respondents agreed with the neo-Nazi slogan
"Germany for the Germans." 1
Neo-Nazi Violence
While post-war Germany has а long history of neo-Nazi
activity, neo-fascist violence has increased dramatically in

1. Martin Lee, "Hitler's Offspring," The Progressive, March 1993, р. 31.
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the past two years. The events in the northeastern seaport city
of Rostock were only the most Ыatant examples. For five
nights in August 1992, several hundred racist skinheads and
neo-Nazis attacked а housing project for Roma/Gypsy refugees and Vietnamese workers with rocks and firebombs,
while several thousand local residents applauded. 2 The police maintained only а minimal presence at the scene, and, on
the third night, withdrew altogether, allowing the neo-Nazis
to set the building on fire. The 150 people still inside had to
escape over the rooftops. The police claimed they lacked the
personnel and equipment to confront the neo-Nazis. The
following weekend, however, heavily-equipped riot control
police delayed а peaceful anti-fascist march for four hours. 3
Every day since the Rostock attacks, neo-Nazi thugs have
assaulted refugees (mostly from Eastern Europe and Africa),
immigrants, and other "undesiraЫes." Contrary to puЬlic
perception, most of the attacks occurred not in the impoverished East, but in Western Germany.
2. Helsinki Watch, "Foreigners Out": Xenophobla and Right-Wing Violence in Germany, New York, October 1992, рр. 18-21. For an extensive
account of the Rostock events, see Searchlight, October 1992, рр. 12-21. This
30-year-old British montbly is the best English-language source for up-to-date
information on the European Far Right and the anti-fascist and anti-racist
movements: Searchlight, 37В New Cavendish Street, London WlM SJR.
3. Steve Vogel, "13,000 Germans Demonstrate Against Right-Wing Violence," WashingtonPost, August 30, 1992.

Germany's domestic intelligence agency (VerfassungSchultz) recorded 2,285 violent attacks in 1992 - а 54 percent increase over 1991. 4 Only 894 of the suspects in these
cases have been identified; the vast majority are young men
under 21. Since many victims (especially asylum seekers and
undocumented immigrants) fear additional harassment Ьу the
authorities, most assaults рrоЬаЫу remain unreported.
According to police statistics, in 1992, 17 people were
killed Ьу neo-Nazis, with independent researchers documenti.ng at least 9 additional victims. 5 Although most murder
victims were either Тhird World refugees or homeless German men, they are not the on~ targets. lncreasingly, disaЫed
people have been assaulted. And in 1992, police recorded
77 cases of vandalism against holocaust memorials, Jewish
cemeteries and synagogues, including а September arson

4. "BomЬen und Baseba\lschliiger," Tageszeitung (Berlin), February 8,
1993. Тhе Federa\ Criminal Office reported almost 5,000 "indictaЫe xenophoЬic offenses," including racist insults, graffiti, and other "non-violent" acts.
According to police statistics, violent attacks decreased in the first two months
of 1993, although "officia\s warn that warmer weather will likely bring another
wave of attacks." (Маrс Fisher, "Rightists' Attacks on Foreigne111 EbЬing in
Germany," WashingtonPost, Мarch 5, 1993.)
5. Bernd Siegler, "Verwischte Todesspur der Neonazis,'' Tageszeitung,
February 10, 1993.
б. Craig Whitney, "DisaЫed Germans Fear They'll Ве the Next Target,"
New York Times, January 19, 1993.

Jim Tynan/impact Visuals

Police drag away protester at anti-fascist rally, Berlln, November 9, 1992.
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attack on the "Jewish barracks" at а concentration camp
memorial near Berlin. 7
Тhе govemment and mainstream media paid scant attention to the violence until last November, when а long-time
Thrkish resident of Mбlln (а suburb of Hamburg in northwestern Germany), her 10-year-old granddaughter, and her
14-year-old niece were killed Ьу arsonists. Two local neoNazis were eventually indicted on murder charges. 8
Until recently, the German goveщment maintained that
neo-Nazi attacks were "isolated incidents," perpetrated Ьу
Щsgruntled (and often drunk) unemployed youth. Evidence
to the contrary is overwhelming. 9 Тhе widespread targeting
of Jews, the homeless, and the disahled as well as foreigners,
points to an agenda that goes far beyond the issue of immigration, and includes а comprehensive neo-Nazi ideology.
Along with the wave of night-time attacks, neo-Nazis also
organized а series of large, blgbly disciplined demonstrations
around the country. One, on November 17, 1991, Germany's
Memorial Day, drew 1,200 uniformed fascists of all ages to
рау tribute to the Nazi Wehrmacht and SS soldiers buried in
Halbe, near Berlin. Тhе neo-Nazis joined the official military
ceremony at the cemetery where SS veterans, guarded Ьу the
official Bundeswehr honor guard, laid wreaths "to the fallen
European heroes."10
From the neo-Nazi perspective, such national demonstrations and the media attention they generate serve several
purposes: Тhеу present а forceful, unified movement to the
puhlic; they bring together the often competing and fragmented groups on the far Right; and they push the limits of
what is legally ассерtаЫе. At these demonstrations, police
rarely enforce the law problhiting puhlic displays of swastikas, political uniforms, and the "Sieg Heil" Нitler salute.
Support for Nazi ideals is increasingly open and "legitimate." It was, after all, the corporate media and the established political parties which wblpped up the frenzy over the
"threat" posed Ьу waves of refugees and immigrants. А
September 1991 memorandum from the ruling CDU (Christian Democrat) party's secretary-general instructed·all local
party officials to dramatize the asylum issue for political
purposes. 11 Shortly after the Rostock violence, the Kohl
government signed а treaty with Romania, allowing Germany to deport up to 60,000 Roma/Gypsy refugees to Romania, despite evidence of widespread persecution in that
country. Bonn agreed to рау $21 million to Bucharest in
"retum and reintegration aid." 12 Тhе accord was condemned
Ьу Helsinki Watch, among others, as an effort

7. Marc Fisher, "Fire Damages Holocaust Memorial Near Berlin," Washington Post, September 27, 1992.
8. АР, "Gennany lndicts· 2 Men in Slaying of 3 Turks,'' New York Тimes,
Мarch 9, 1993.
9. "German riots no coincidence: СВs used to direct assaults,'' Washington
Times, SeptemЬer 1, 1992.
10. "Neo-nazi circle of evil," Searchlight, Мarch 1992, рр. 3-4.
11. RolandAppel,DieAsylЫge (Cologne: VolksЫatt Verlag, 1992), рр. 'Jfr7.
12. Маrс Fisher, "Вonn, Bucharest Cement Accord to Repatriate Romanian
Gypsies,'' WashingtonPost, September 25, 1992.
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Desecration of Jewish cemetery ln Berlin-Welbensee.

...to sblft the Ыаmе to the victims of the violence and to
single out а group of foreigners that is especially hated
and misunderstood. [Тhis] is а clearly discriminatory
measure that violates Germany's ohligations under international law. Furthermore, it acbleves exactly what
the right-wing extremists were fighting for, and gives
the impression that the government is caving in to rightwing demands for а "foreigner-free Germany." 13
German Response
After the arson-murders in Mбlln, worldwide criticism
and protest forced German authorities to acknowledge that
the country, indeed, faced а neo-Nazi prohlem. 14 Тhе Kohl
govemment began showing anxiety over the right-wing resurgence wblch its policies had abetted. Echoing the ruling
CDU's anti-immigrant rhetoric and crying "the boat is full,"
the far Right political parties won spectacular electoral successes in local and state elections in 1992 and 1993. Perhaps
13. Helsinki Watch, ор. cit" р. 35. See also Reuter," Rights Group Criticizes
Germany," WashingtonPost, O~ober 29, 1992.
14. Маrс Fisher, "Germany Now Telling lts Officials То Acknowledge
Neo-Nazi ProЫem," WashingtonPost, Мarch 19, 1993.
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Who's Who

оп

Germany's Far-Right

1

The Germaп far-Right has по uпdisputed leader, such as Jorg Haider iп Austria or Jeaп-Marie
Le Реп iп Fraпce. lпstead, the Germaп пeo-Nazi movemeпt coпstitutes ап ofteп coпfusiпg
spectrum of dozeпs of competiпg groups claimiпg approximately 80,000 members. They fall
iпto roughly two categories, although cooperatioп amoпg groups апd cross-memberships are
iпcreasiпg. The far-Right electoral parties have а relatively large membership. While spoutiпg
racist campaigп rhetoric, they рау lip serviceto Germaпy's coпstitutioп апd сопdеmп the violeп.t
attacks agaiпst immigraпts, refugees, апd others. Other smaller militaпt/ terrorist groups ofteп
operate semi-claпdestiпely апd advocate the overthrow of the bourgeois-democratic system.

Militant/Тerrorist

Electoral Parties
RepuЫikaner Party: 23,000 members. lt was
founded in 1983 апd is curreпtly led Ьу former Nazi
SS officer Fraпz Schбпhuber. lts right-wiпg populist
platform calls for law and order, "family values," and
guardiпg the Germaп пatioпal ideпtity agaiпst the
threat posed Ьу immigratioп апd multiculturalism. lп
the party's blggest success - the April 1992 electioп
iп the prosperous southwesterп state of Badeп-Wurt
temberg - it wоп 15 of the 146 legislative seats. The
RepuЫikaner Party is also represented iп the Europeaп parliameпt, апd оп huпdreds of city апd
couпty couпcils (iпcludiпg Berliп апd Fraпkfurt). Of
all far Right parties, it is the most likely to gaiп
represeпtatioп iп the federal parliament iп пехt
year's electioп.
German People's Unlon (DVU): 24,000 members. lt was fouпded iп 1971 Ьу multi-millioпaire
Gerhard Frey. Не puЫishes several пeo-fascist
weekly пewspapers with ап estimated circulatioп of
100,000 and runs effective direct-mail campaigпs to
promote his cause. The DVU curreпtly holds seats iп
two Western state legislatures. lt is the leadiпg orgaпization of the traditioпalist "Old Right" апd promotes uпabashed holocaust revisioпism апd aпti
Semitism.
National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD):
6,000 members. lt was fouпded iп 1966 and is led Ьу
Gunter Deckert, who was receпtly coпvicted for
spreading misiпformatioп deпyiпg the Nazi holocaust. The leading West Germaп пeo-Nazi party of
the 1960s .апd 1970s is now plagued Ьу political
iпfightiпg. lt is unlikely to regaiп its former electoral
streпgth, but some sectioпs of. the party seem to Ье
heavily iпvolved with militaпt/terrorist groups.

Sources for above information: AntifaschistischesAutorenkollektiv, Drahtzieher im Braunen Netz (Вerlin: Edition ID-Archiv, 1992),
and several issues of Antifaschistisches InfoЫatt (Вerlin), Tageszeitung (Вerlin), and АК: Analyse and Кritik (Нamburg).
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Cadre Groups

Communlty of Partisans of the New Front
(GdNF): 400 members. Umbrella orgaпizatioп of пu
merous пeo-Nazi groups. lts stated goals iпclude the
recoпstitutioп of Hitler's NSDAP party, апd the creatioп of а "Fourth Reich." Кеу activists iпclude Christiaп Worch (Hamburg), Heiпz Reisz (Hesse), апd
Gottfried Kussel (Austria).
German Alternatlve (DA): 1,000 members;
fouпded iп 1989 iп Bremeп, West Germaпy. With
GdNF support, it became the largest пeo-Nazi orgaпizatioп iп easterп Germaпy, where it is heavily
iпvolved iп right-wiпg violeпce. The orgaпizatioп lists ·
Hitler апd Goebbels as "hoпorary members." Ваппеd
оп December 1О, 1992.
Nationalist Front: 130 members; fouпded iп
1985. Based iп Detmold (Westphalia), the NF is
plagued Ьу factioпal iпfightiпg. lt describes itself as
"aпti-capitalist" апd as part of а ''world-wide movemeпt of social revolutioпary liberatioп пatioпalism."
Ваппеd оп November 27, 1992.
· Ku Klux Юаn: Small ККК groups have existed iп
West Germaпy for years апd have recruited amo.ng
U.S. military persoппel. lп 1991, White Kпights ofthe
ККК leader Deппis Маhоп (Oklahoma) made а widely puЫicized visit to Germaпy апd introduced crossbumiпg to his fellow white supremacists. lt is unlikely
that the ККК will become а major force among Germaп пeo-Nazis.

Natlonal-Socialist German Workers Party/
Reconstitution Organizatlon (NSDAP/AO): led Ьу
Gary Rex Lauck of Liпcolп, Nebraska, with clandestiпe cells iп several Europeaп cou.ntries. For years,
Lauck has smuggled illegal German-laпguage Nazi
literature iпto the Fatherland. Не has close coпtacts
with key GdNF activists, and participated in the 1990
рlаппiпg meetiпg for the пeo-Nazis' "Operatioп
East." Aпother key пeo-Nazi coпtact in North America is the Germaп-Canadiaп holocaust revisioпist,
'

Erпst Zuпdel (Тоrопtо).
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even more worrisome to Chancellor Kobl, neo-Nazi violence
threatened to spiral out of control, spark international concern, and create economic repercussions. "Germany is
strongly export-oriented," warned the president of the German Chamber of Industry. "The view that Germany is hostile to foreigners can seriously damage our economy." 15
In late November, the
Kohl government announced а crackdown on
the racist violence. German police staged higbly
puЫicized raids on neoNazis, seizing firearms,
explosives, and J'ropaganda materials. 1 Within а few weeks, four
small neo-Nazi groups
were banned. Тhе international media breathed
а collective sigh of relief: Finally, Germany
seemed to have the neoNazis under control.
Even New York Тimes
columnist А.М. Rosenthal, perhaps the sharpest critic of the German
government in the U.S.
corporate media, experienced "а political sensation new to me-flashes
of sympathy for the German government." 17
The relief, however,
seems at best premature.
The neo-Nazis, warned
in advance of the police
raids, hid their most important assets, including
records, money, and possiЫy weapons. 18 Some
of the banned organizations were аЫе to regroup quickly under new
names while the most Skinhead in а village youth house,
dangerous cadre organizations, such as the GdNF (see р. 14), remained undisturbed~
15. Stephen Кinzer, "Geпnany Fear а Cycle of Violence and Recession,"
NewYorkTimes,January 1, 1993; MarcFisher, "ViolenceSeenHurtingGerman
Economy, Neo-Nazi Attacks 'Devastating' to Country's Image Abroad," Washington Post, December 1, 1992.
16. Маrс Fisher, "Germany Steps Up Attack on Neo-Nazi Violence,"
Washington Post, November 28, 1992. "Geпnany bans - too little too Jate,"
Searchlight, February 1993, рр. 14-15.
17. А.М. Rosenthal, "On Banning Nazis, "New Уork Times, January 8, 1993.
18. Bemd Siegler, "Halbherziger Scblag gegen Neonazis," Tageszeitung,
January 16, 1993.
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The Nazi Legacy in Post-War Germany
Meanwhile, based both on history and the limited official
response, the far Right remains confident that the crackdown
will only strengthen its movement. "This is going to backfire," exclaimed the Nazi-lawyer Jiirgen Rieger, who expects
that the courts will overturn the bans on technicalities. "This
is enormous propaganda,
the best advertising."19
Rather than strictly
apply existing laws
against murder, arson,
and assault, the government used the crisis as an
opportunity to institute а
series of repressive laws.
Aimed at "political ext remist s" and "terrorism," this legislation
threatens democratic
rights. That response
confirmed charges from
the Left that, despite
wide perception that
post-World War 11 Germany is а staЫe and
thoroughly democratic
society, the veneer of
democracy is thin. Germany never experienced
а successful bourgeois
revolution like the U.S.
War of Independence or
the French Revolution.
Its brief existence as а
unified country (18711945) was dominated Ьу
authoritarian regimes,
one of which carried out
а genocide, marking entire peoples (primarily
European Jews and
Roma/Gypsies) for industrial-style exterminaJim TynanЛmpact Visuals
tion. Within 25 years, the
Beeskow, Germany, 1992.
German ruling class
managed to initiate not
one, but two World Wars (in 1914 and 1939), devastating
much of Europe--with little domestic opposition. What was
once the world's strongest labor movement was wiped out in
12 years of Nazi state terrorism.
Nor is there reason to expect that the courts will suddenly
begin to enforce the appropriate laws against neo-Nazi criminals. In the past, the judiciary has shown remarkaЫe leniency

19. Ibld.
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ranking Nazi-Wehrmacht officers led West Germany's remilitarization in the 1950s. Тhе Nazi judiciary was left virtually intact.23
Former Nazis-turned-democrats occupied central positions in various Bonn governments. Chancellor Komad Adenauer 's (1949-1963) chief of staff was Hans Globke, а
leading Nazi legal scholar who co-authored the official commenta9,; on the 1935 racial laws and other anti-Jewish legislation. 4 Other leading German politicians with an active
Nazi past include former Chancellor KurtGeor g Kiesinger, former BadenWiirttemberg prime minister Hans Filblng er, and even the current Federal
President Richard von Weizsacker, who
was а senior officer in an infantry regiment which participated in the brutal occupation of Soviet territory during World
War 11, but who (like many Germans ofhis
generation) "didn't notice" or "can't remember" any of the war crimes committed at the time. 25
Тhе president of the German Employers' Associationin the 1970s, Hanns-Martin Scbleyer, had been а senior SS officer
until 1945, and "came to symbolize the
umepentant face of the German Establishment. "26 When he was kidnapped in
1977 Ьу the leftist Red Army Faction who
wanted to exchange him for imprisoned
comrades, civil liberties were temporarily
suspended and senior German politicians
suggested that the prisoners Ье treated as
hostages and executed in retaliation. As
denazification historian Tom Bower commented on the episode, "In the political
wings [in Germany] there wait men whose
instinctive resort in times of danger is to
Vlctim of pollce brutality at anti-fascist demonstration, Hoyerswerda, Germany. intolerance and authoritarianism-and
they are confident that they would have
sitated reinstating the old German elites and ending dethe support of the rich and powerful if and when their time
nazification in the Western Occupation Zones. 21 Giant corshould come."27
porations which had formed the backbone of the Nazi war
machine and had profited from slave labor were left largely
Organized Nazis in West Germany
undisturbed. Many business leaders convicted in the NuremWith the military defeat of Nazi Germany in 1945, many
berg War Crimes tribunals soon received clemency and releading Nazi war criminals, helped Ьу the U.S. and the
turned to their corporate positions. Тhе U .S. recruited leading
Vatican, were whisked out of the Fatherland into exile in
Nazi intelligence officers, such as Reinhard Geblen. 22 НighLatin America and elsewhere. Those who remained in West
Germany formed small splinter parties, as well as (ostensiЫy
non-political) veterans' "tradition-leagues," such as the SStoward racist criminals, few having been sentenced to serve
time. For example, most of the arsonists and rioters of Rostock who had appeared in court were sentenced to probation
or jail terms of three weeks or _fewer. Onlб one Rostock
defendant received а 30-month prison term. 2
Germany's authoritarian tradition and its post-World War
11 resistance to demilitarization were strengthened Ьу Cold
War dynamics. Тhе Western allies' goal of creating а strong
front-line state against the Soviet-dominated Ыос neces-

20. Stephen Кinzer, "Germans Sentence Anti-Foreign Rioter to 2-1/2
Years," New York Times, March 4, 1993. Тhе WashingtonPost commented on
the courts' leniency that "some of the well puЫicized elements of that crackdown [on the neo-Nazis in December] тау have ·been only а show of good
intentions" (Маrс Fisher, "Rightists' Attacks."," ор. cit. ). See also "Courts fail
to deal with nazi crime," Searchlight, August 1992, р. 19.
21. Тот Bower, Тhе Pledge Betrayed· America andBritain and the Denazifi.cation о/Postwar Germany (Garden City, NY: DouЫeday, 1982).
22 Carl Oglesby, "Reinhard Geblen: Secret Treaty ofFort Hunt," CovertAction
#35 (F~ 1990), рр. 8-16. Geblen Iater rebuilt the West Geпnan intelligence agency
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23. lngo Miiller, Hitler's Justice (Cambridge: Harvard University Press,
1991).
24. Robert Wistrich, Who's Who inNazi Germany (New York: Macmillan,
1982), рр. 93-94.
25. Otto Кiibler, "Fiir Fiihrer und Vaterland," Кonkret (НamЬurg), August
1991,рр.10-13.

26. Tom Bower, ор. cit" р. 385.
27. lbid., р. 386.
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veterans' HIAG association. 28 Many HIAG members
still regard themselves as bound Ьу their personal oath
of allegiance to Adolf Нitler, and continue to celebrate
the SS as а "bulwark against bolshevism."29 Many Nazis
also celebrate Hitler's Ьirthday in beer halls around the
country.
Тhrough the 1960s, these Nazi old-timers provided
the bulk of support for the far Right National
Democratic Party (NPD), and held seats in several state
legislatures. (See р. 14.) After the NPD narrowly failed
to gain representation in the 1969 federal election, it
largely disappeared from the electoral map.
Following the NPD's defeat, far Right leaders realized that the "good old times" provided insufficient
appeal to ensure political survival and began to reevaluate their strategy. Dozens of small, often semiclandestine neo-Nazi groups were founded. Some were
armed, maintained а stock of explosives, and ran paramilitary training compounds. At the same time, the number of racist and anti-Semitic hate crimes reached
trouЫing levels in West Germany. From 1980 to 1989,
more than 700 neo-Nazi attacks (including bomЬings,
arson, assaults, and robberies) took place, killing at least
36 people. 30 Despite this terriЫe toll, neo-Nazi ter- ·
rorists remained politically marginalized for most of the
1970s and 1980s, and spent much of their energy on
internal competition and numerous fratricidal splits.
Тhеу found а more sympathetic political-ideological
climate after Helmut Kohl 's conservative CDU/CSU party
won the federal election in 1982. Тhе new government
set out to create а "positive German national identity,"
downplaying the memory of the Holocaust and Nazi
Germany's war crimes. Germans should stop being
ashamed of their country's history and "step out of
Hitler's shadow," demanded the influential CSU leader
Franz-Josef Strauss. Prominent conservative German
historians began to re-interpret Nnzism as an essentially
defensive reaction against Bolshevism. 31
·
А defining moment in this campaign to "bring the
past to а close" occurred in 1985 when Ronald Reagan
commemorated the 40th anniversary ofNazi Germany's
surrender. Despite international outcry, the U.S. president joined hands with Helmut Kohl at the West Germany military cemetery in Вitburg to honor the Nazi
Wehrmacht and SS soldiers buried there. 32
28. Using captured docurnents and membership Iists, in early 1992
Searchlight investigated а group affiliated with the НIAG, revealing а
Europe-wide network of active Nazi-SS cadre; see Searchlight, March
.,
1992, рр. 3-10.
29. CDU spokesper8on Manfred Wбmer addressed а 1975 НIAG
meeting in Stuttgart on thesubject, "How secure is the Federal RepuЫic?"
Today, Wбrner is secretary-general of NATO. (!Ьid, р. 10.)
30. Rolf Gбssner, "Мit dem 'starken Staat' gegen rechts?" АК: Analyse & Кritik (Hamburg), November 19, 1992, р. 31.
·
31. Richard Evans, Hitler's Shadow: West German Historians and
theAttempt to Et>cape from the Nazi Past (New York: Pantheon, 1989).
32. Geoffrey Hartrnann (ed. ), Bitburg inMoral andPolitical Perspective (Вloornington: lndiana University Press, 1986).
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Europe's Enduring Nazi Network
Every year Adolf Hitler's Ьirthday is celebrated in beer halls
and with rallies ih Germany, other European countries, and the
U.S. The new generation of neo-Nazis and skinheads who
have taken their racism and violence to the streets in Germany
have put а young face on the movement. They are but one
element of an international fascist network which includes
Nazi veterans of Heinrich Himmler's murderous Waffen SS
Schutzstaffel.
А year before the war ended, some Nazis, including
Himmler and Goebbels, had begun planning to keep Nazism
alive. Thousands of known Nazi war criminals avoided
prosecution at Nuremberg and escaped to Latin America, the
U.S., and other parts of Europe. The U.S. Army, the Central
lntelligence Group (which in 1947passed the torch tothe CIA),
and the Vatican facilitated their escape.
ln its groundbreaking investigation, the British anti-fascist
journal,. Searchlight, revealed а network of former Nazis in
Western Europe. The tight-knit 400-man Kamaradenwerk
Korps Steiner (Korps) works closely with HIAG. Named for SS
Gen. Felix Steiner, it is now led Ьу ex-SS Capt. Kurt Meyer.
Korps second-in-command, ex-SS officer Heinz Mellenthin,
remembered his SS days: "They were good times, the best."
Search/ighttraced фе Korps outside Germany:
Sweden The 1989 Korps reunion held in Walsrode, Germany was attended Ьу 30 from Sweden. Among. the Swedish
Korps stalwarts are ex-Waffen SS recruiter, combatant, and
war correspondent Sten Eriksson; former Third Panzer Corps
fighter lngemar Somberg, who once boasted that he is "not
ashamed of anything"; Swedish Army deserter-turned·SS soldier Erik Wallin; and neb-Nazi Erik Rundquist, an activist in the
violent Storm Network-White Aryan Resistance group.
The Netherlands This Korps nexus includes SS veteran Et ·
Wolsink, "an international link man between violent neo-Nazi
groups in Germany, the t:-Jetherlands, and Britain." Others are:
Albert Katers and Jan Schoonderbeek of the Dutch SS's Jan
Hartman Foundation; and Carel Lemoine, who has labored in
the neo-Nazi fronts, the Northern League and the Neder/andse
Vo/ks Unie. Many Dutch Korps cadre are also part of Viking
Youth and the Consortium de Levensboom.
Norway Each September, some 150 aged Nazis honor
Hitler in the woods south of Oslo at а monument they erected
"to the fallen front-line fighters and sisters in World War 11."
Norway's chief Korps operative is Arild Elsodd. Не is joined Ьу
Ole Darbu, а force in two other fascist veterans' groups: the
Norges Demokratiske Parti and the Nasionalt Folkeparti. SS
veteran Eivund Saxlund chairs а parallel "aid organization for
wounded front-line fighters," l.e., Waffen SS. Most Norwegian
Korps members belong to the lnstitutt for Norsk Okkupasionshistorie, а Nazi "support group" set up after the War.
. Denmark Many of its 150 or so Korps members live in
southern Jutland, or Northern Schleswig as German nationalists call it. One leader is Christian Dall. Another, Hans
Bonniksen, boasted to Searchlight that he fought in Russia
and "all the way back to Berlin." "We were," he continued,
"comrades in the Waffen SS and the way we survived after the
•
war was Ьу helping each other."
-LouisWolf
From: "Neo~nazi circle of evil," Searchlight, March 1992, рр. 3-10.

CovertAction 17

Fortress Germany: No Huddled Masses Need Apply.

The rise of пeo-Nazi activity iп Germaпy is ofteп
the iпflux of immigraпts апd refugees iпto
that already deпsely populated couпtry. Fears of ап
"immigratioп flood" have little ratioпal basis. While the
пumber of ''foreigпers" iп Germaпy has roughly douЫed iп
the past 20 years, the total populatioп of West апd East
Germaпy comblпed has iп fact stabllized at 79 millioп
due to а decliпiпg пative-Germaп Ьirth rate.
From 1955 to 1973, West Germaп corporatioпs, aided
Ьу the governmeпt, recruited huпdreds of thousaпds of
southerп Europeaп апd Turkish "guest workers." Most
stayed оп after Вопп imposed ап епd to foreigп recruitmeпt iп 1973. Today, these workers апd their Germaп
born desceпdaпts make up the bulk of Germaпy's 6.5
millioп "foreigпers," approximately 8 perceпt of the
geпeral populatioп. (East Germaпy had опlу а miпiscule
immigraпt populatioп.) 1
The Germaп governmeпt maiпtaiпs the legal fictioп
that these immigraпts апd their childreп апd graпd
childreп will eveпtually returп to their "homelaпds," апd
makes it cl.ose to impossiЫe for them to acquire Germaп
citizeпship. The curreпt citizeпship law has remaiпed
virtually uпchaпged siпce 1913 апd defiпes citizeпs Ьу
Ыood-liпe: Beiпg а Germaп is а matter of haviпg Germaп
aпcestors, поt of beiпg Ьоrп iп Germaпy.
Uпtil receпtly, Article 16 of the Germaп Coпstitutioп
stated uпequivocally that the "politically persecuted еп
jоу the right to asylum" iп Germaпy. The reality, however,
has Ьееп far less liberal: From 1989-92, опlу about five
perceпt of all applicaпts whose cases had Ьееп decided
were graпted political asylum. 2
explaiпed Ьу

Photo: Romanians at the border are seized, charged $600, and sent home Ьу
German authorities. Guben, Germany, 1993.
1. "6,5 Мillionen Auslander leben in Deutscbland," Deutschland-Nachrichten (New York), February 19, 1993. The largest groups are Turks (1.9 million),
immigrants from former Yugoslavia (916,000), and ltalians (558,000).
2. "Zahl der Asylsuchenden 1992 starkgestiegen,'' Deutschland-Nachrichten,
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Over the past decade, Germaпy has
severely restricted the rights of asylum
seekers, housiпg them iп overcrowded
mass camps, prohibltiпg travel outside
the couпty iп which their asylum case
is beiпg processed, limitiпg their rights
to оЫаiп legal advice апd to appeal the
decisioпs Ьу the authorities. Ву coп
ceпtratiпg asylum applicaпts iп overcrowded camps (ofteп аЬапdопеd
military barracks), the authorities williпgly or uпwilliпgly create images of а
dramatic refugee "flood."3 Мапу refugees have protested harassmeпt апd
repressioп with orgaпized huпger
strikes апd puЫic buildiпg takeovers.
Others have choseп to stay iп the couп
try illegally, ofteп hidiпg with relatives or frieпds.
After years of political maпeuveriпg, the Germaп parliameпt (iпcludiпg the oppositioп Social Democrats) iп
Мау 1993 graпted а key пeo-Nazi demaпd апd passed
а coпstitutioпal ameпdmeпt that all but abolishes political asylum iп Germaпy. Amoпg other restrictioпs, the
пеw legislatioп deпies the right to ап asylum heariпg to
refugees who eпter Germaпy via а "safe third couпtry"
- а category that iпcludes (Ьу the parliameпt's defiпi
tioп) all couпtries surrouпdiпg Germaпy. From поw оп,
опlу refugees who arrive via ship or рlапе поп-stор from
ап "uпsafe" couпtry are eпtitled to apply - апd may still
Ье rejected. The 90 perceпt of all refugees who previously eпtered Germaпy overlaпd will поw Ье subject to
immediate deportatioп. Although the "right to political
asylum" remaiпs iп the coпstitutioп, the refugees are
writteп out of existeпce.
lпterпatioпal humaп rights groups coпdemпed the
пеw legislatioп. The U.N. High Commissioпer for Refugees warпed that if the Germaп model spread, there
could Ье а "breakdowп of the iпterпatioпal system for
asylum." 4 Amпesty lnternational (AI) protested that in at
least 1О countries deemed "persecution-free" Ьу the
German parliament (Turkey, Liberia, Zaire, Nigeria, Ghana, Togo, lndia, Pakistaп, Romaпia, and Bulgaria), political torture апd murder are officially tolerated. Besides,
an AI spokesperson added, the new German policy "ignores the fact that there сап Ье individual cases of abuse
•
even in relatively free countries." 5

February 15, 1993. In 1992, 438,191 people applied for political asylum in Germany.
More than half came from just two countries: the foпner Yugoslavia and Romania.
3. Marc Fisher, "900 Foreigners Swamp Town of 100," Washington Post,
September 26, 1992.
4. AFP, "Кritik an Asylkompromiss," Tageszeitung, January 22, 1993.
5. Stephen Кinzer, "Rights Groups Attack German Plan on Refugees," New
York Times, February 7, 1993.
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The RepuЫlkaner Party
When the Kohl government proved unaЫe to deliver on
some of its conservative campaign promises, some CDU/CSU
rightwingers split in frustration, and launched а new far Right
effort at electoral politics. In 1983, led Ьу Franz Schбnhuber,
а former SS officer who authored the unrepentant autoblography / Was Тhere, they founded а new right-wing populist
party. 33 Soon, the aptly namedRepuЬlikaner party mobllized
thousands in huge beer hall rallies all over the country,
bringing together hardcore Nazi old-timers, conservatives,
and youthful representatives of the "New Right."
In their efforts to develop а modern far Right agenda, the
RepuЬlikaner (like many other neo-Nazi groups in Germany)
draw heavily on right-wing think tanks and intellectual publications (Nation Еиrора and Criticon). 34 Like their French
and British counterparts - but unlike the Reaganite New
Right in the U. S. - the German "New Right" often uses
anti-capitalist rhetoric, calling for а "third way between communism and capitalism." They rejected "sterile cosmopolitanism" and the "Coca-Colonization" of European societies
and advocated instead the preservation of "authentic" national identities, which are supposedly endangered Ьу immigration and cultural cross-fertilization. 35 Тhе East Germans,
charged Nazi PR man Bela Ewald Althans, "have changed
their old rusted chains for new golden ones. In Germany we
say 'Russia stole the liberty, but America steals the soul.' ...
For us national socialism is the only way out.''36
Пespite constant infighting, the fledgling RepuЫikaner
Party soon claimed the leading role on the German political
Right. In early 1989, it took а surprising 7.5 percent of the
vote for the West Berlin city council, with disproportionate
support among German male youth ( almost one in five male
voters aged 18-23 voted RepuЫikaner). А few months later,
the party won 2 million votes (six seats) in the elections for
the European parliament, where they joined their fellow
neo-fascists of Jean-Marie Le Pen's French Front Populaire.
Тhе RepuЫikaner Party received millions of dollars in puЫic
election campaign funds.
German Unification
Тhе reunification of the Fatherland (including the formerly German territories incorporated into Poland and Russia)
had long topped the RepuЬlikaner agenda. With his adept
orchestration of East Germany's incorporation into West
Germany in 1990, Chancellor Kobl not only sidestepped the
33. Gordon Craig, "The Rising Star of the Geпnan Right," New YorkReview
o/Books, June 15, 1989, рр. 22-24; Hans-Georg Вetz, "Politics ofResentment:
Right-Wing Radicalism in West Germany," Comparative Politics, October
1990, рр. 45-60.
· 34. One of the leading German far Right think tanks is the Munich-based
Siemens Foundation, which is controlled Ьу the multinational high-tech Siemens Corporation. See Peter Кratz, ed" /п bester Gesellschaft: Antifa-Recherche zwischen Konservativismus und Neofaschismus (Gottingen: Verlag
Werkstatt, 1991), рр. 33-82.
35. "Die Neue Rechte," Antifaschistisches InfoЫatt #18, Мау/ June 1992,
рр. 1-VI. Paul Gordon and Francesca Юug, New Right, New Racism (London:
Searcblight PuЫications, 1986).
36. Martin А. Lee, ор. cit" р. 29.
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reservations of the four World War 11 allies (U.S" Britain,
France, and Soviet Union), but also coopted this favorite far
Right issue. 37
The neo-Nazis, however, smelled advantage in the wave
of reawakened national pride that accompanied unification
- especially among the many East Germans looking for а
radical break with 40 years of state socialism and top-down
internationalisin. In January 1990, key neo-Nazi leaders met
in East Berlin and developed "Operation East," а recruitment
plan for East Germany. Тhеу divided the East into different
organizing regions, assigned Western neo-Nazis and resources to each region, and began recruiting. 38
Often the neo-Nazis used "leftist" organizing tactics, such
as squatting in abandoned buildings and turning them into
cultural and political centers. Тhеу organized concerts with
racist skinhead ("Oi") bands, including the British neo-Nazi
"Screwdriver" which became popular among many youths.
Тhе neo-Nazis infiltrated the huge "pro-democracy" marches
in East German cities and were аЫе to give them а decidedly
nationalist tone. 39 Soon they could moЫlize hundreds of

"The East Germans have changed th·eir
old rusted chains f or new golden ones.
We say 'Russia stole the liberty, but
America steals the soul.' ...For us
national socialism is the only way out."
disciplined militant cadre in street demonstrations and incite
large-scale attacks against immigrants and refugees.
lt took more than tactical skill to stimulate the neo-Nazi
resurgence. Unification provided the necessary ideological
climate. Тhе post-war era was defined for many Germans Ьу
military defeat and the division of the Fatherland. With this
new era, Germany could finally claim its "rightful place" in
the international community and discard its Nazi past. The
new attitude has been quickly endorsed Ьу, among others, the
formerly liberal newsweekly, Der Spiegel. In 1990, it editorialized that "Prussia-Germany was no more anti-semitic than
France or Poland, even during the years 1933 to 1945," а
whitewash of the Nazi holocaust that was virtually unthinkaЫe onl]o а few years ago, but now met with almost no puЬlic
protest.
( continued оп р. 66)
37. Serge Schmemann, "Far-Right Party Loses Steam As Unity Enchants
Germans," New York Times, Мarch 30, 1990; Hans-Georg Вetz, ор. cit" рр. 52-53.
38. Antifaschistisches Autorenkollektiv, Drahtzieher im Braunen Netz
(Berlin: Edition ID-Archiv, 1992), рр. 67-74, 85• 109.
39. Leonard Zeskind, "German reunification spurs far right organizing,
activity," The Monitor#19 (Atlanta), Мау 1990, рр. 1-2, 11-12.
40. Cited in Peter Jensen, "Der Spiegel: Racial Nationalism Goes Мainstream
in а German Newsweekly," Extra! (New York), July-August 1992, р. 32.
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Dan Coughlin

Blood was опе of Haiti's
few valuaЫe exports. Опсе
highly prized Ьу U.S.
corporations and research
facilities for its richness in
antibodies, it is now the
rationale for interning
hundreds of HIV seropositive Haitian political
refugees and their family
members in а remote and
desolate corner of the U.S.
naval base at Guantanamo
Вау, СиЬа. There, for over
а year, теп, women, and
children, guilty only of
being ill, face military brutality and medical abuse.
20 CovertAction

Marie-Claude Joseph raised her arm, pulled up the plastic, bar-coded identification bracelet fastened to her wrist, and pointed to her veins. "Our Ыооd," said the
32-year-old woman from Aux Cayes, Haiti, as а crowd of people surrounding her
raised their voices in agreement. "They always want to take our Ыооd." If they do
not cooperate, the refugees report, their Ыооd is forciЫy drawn.
"They say they need to take it, but it's just for business," added Jean Benedict,
who at 36 years can remember the days in the early 1970s when five tons of plasma
were shipped montbly from Haiti to U.S. hospitals and labs. "AIDS is just an
accusation," he continued. "They're using it for political reasons."
That the Haitians incarcerated in Guantanamo are skeptical of U.S. intentions is
hardly surprising. Crowded 15 to 20 people in ramshackle wooden barracks, dubbed
"Southeast Asia huts" or "hooches" Ьу the military, and surrounded Ьу razor wire
fences, guard towers, and armed soldiers, the refugees have faced repeated military
brutalities and medical abuses. On at least three occasions, hundreds of heavilyarmed troops in full combat riot gear with military dogs, and sometimes backed up
Ьу tanks, warplanes, and helicopters, have suppressed their unarmed protests.
"TrouЫemakers" are singled out and thrown into special, open-air jails for months
at а time.1
Dan (',oughlin is ап editor at the New York bureau of Inter Press Service.
Photo: Jim TynanЛmpact Visuals. Guantanamo Вау Naval Base, Cuba, refugee camp.
1. Author's interviews with refugees and camp commander, December 10, 1992, and with the Joint Task
Force (JТF) puЫic affairs office in Norfolk, Virginia. Тhе rnilitary concedes the "show of force."
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"Тhе whole atmosphere was that these people were prisoners of war," recalled Donovan Cole, an Air Force Е-4
security policeman posted to Guantanamo. "The way they
were treated, the way they were fed, the way they were locked
down, it was really shocking to те." Cole himself was
arrested in mid-July 1992, fined and discharged for refusing
to accept his weapon during а protest at the camp. 2

The HIV Border
Mter Haiti's first democratically-elected president, JeanBertrand Aristide, was overthrown in а Ыооdу September
1991 coup, the new military regime sponsored а wave of
violence and retaliation against people suspected of supporting Aristide's Lavalas movement. Peasant organizations,
community groups, trade unions, student groups, women's
organizations, ahd church base communities met particularly
brutal repression. 5 More than 2,000 cases of state-sponsored
murder have been documented Ьу the Haiti-based Platform
for Human Rights since the coup, and tens of thousands have
been arrested, jailed, or tortured. Left with no alternative,
thousands went into hiding and thousands more fled the
country.
Between November 1991 and Мау 1992, U.S. Coast
Guard ships picked up 39,000 of those who fled Ьу sea and

Medical Care lnadequate
Ву the U.S. government's own admission, medical care at
the base is inadequate and coercively dispensed. Тhе refugees do not know what drugs they are being given or why.
Before it received FDA approval as а contraceptive, U.S.
medical personnel administered Depo Provera to women
without their informed consent. Among the powerful side
effects experienced Ьу many women at Guantanamo have
been months of continuous
vaginal Ьleeding. 3
Two white, non-Creole
speaking doctors - а family
practitioner and an infectious
disease specialist - are posted
on rotation to the base. Disregarding protocol requiring
close monitoring, they dispense
thousands of doses of higbly
toxic drugs with questionaЫe
medical valtie, such as AZT. 4
Originally, 294 political
refugees were interned at Camp
Bulkeley, the НIV detention
camp at Guantanamo. Beginning in September 1992, the
government released pregnant
women into the U.S. as well as
some 25 of the sickest refugees.
It took а court order in late
Jim Tynan/lmpact Visuals
March, however, to force the
government to free another 51 Refugees at Guantanamo, some of whom are HIV-positive, live in prison-like conditions.
refugees with AIDS. For the
roughly 170 refugees remaining, many of whom have been
transported them to Guantanamo. for medical and political
on the base since November 1991, the legal battles in the U.S.
examination. Eventually~ some 11,000 Haitians were deemed
and the lamentations of doctors mean little. As Marie-Claude
"political refugees," screened for excludaЫe illnesses (gonJoseph put it, "What did 1 do wrong to Ье put in this jail?"
orrhea, leprosy, syphilis, active ТВ, and HIV, among others),
and sent to the mainland U.S. The remainder were forciЬly
repatriated to Haiti.
2. Interview with Donovan Cole, December 1992.
The internment of the Haitians has its roots in the U .S.
3. On inadequate medical care at the base: interview with Dr. На! Hill,
government's
controversial 1987 НIV border exclusion poliinfectious disease specialist at Guantanamo, December 10, 1992. On coercion:
interviews with refugees, interpreters, and U.S. civilian workers; see also memo
cy, which bars HIV-positive travelers and immigrants from
from Centers for Disease Control official, Dr. Pau\ Effler, to Char\es McCance,
the country. Although waivers are availaЫe at the discretion
Director, Division of Quarantine, March 1, 1992, on lack of informed consent
and the "potentia\ for а puЫic hea\th disaster at Guantanamo." (Plaintiff's
Exhiblt #23, Haitian Centers Council v. Sales, Eastern District of New York,
92 CV 1258.) On Depo Provera: interviews with refugees and information
provided Ьу National Black Women's Health Project, Washington, D.C.
АН court documents and depositions cited in this article are availaЬ!e from
the ACLU's Immigrant Rights Project and the Center for Constitutional Rights,
both Iocated in New York.
4. Many HIV-positive реор\е have refused treatment with AZT, especially
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in early stages ofthe disease. For further information on the AZTcontroversy,
see Lawrence К. Altman, "N ew, Study Questions Use of AZT In Early Treatment of AIDS Victirns," New York Times, April 2, 1993.
5. See, for example, Silencing а People: The Destruction of Civil Society in
Haiti, Ьу Americas Watch and the National Coalition for Haitian Refugees,
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of the Attorney General,
few are gr-anted. Rights
groups, international organizations, and even top
Bush administration officials have sharply critici zed the HIV border
policy and the НIV camp,
charging that they violate
international refugee accords, U .S. puЫic health
regulations, and basic human rights. 6
In fact, the 1987 Reagan
HIV exclusion policy retards the fight against AIDS
Ьу "reaffirming inordinate
and inappropriate fear of
HIV infected persons, and
inciting discriminati on
against these individuals,"
according to the President's
National Commission on
Кelth Emack
AIDS. 7
The U.S. repatriated Haitians who were seeklng asylum from political repression. On return
Even though the PuЫic some face harassment, torture, and death at the hands of the represslve military government.
Health Service was intimately involved in the HIV
Haiti and Disease
screening program at Guantanamo and the formation of the
Since winning independence in 1804 from France, Haiti
HIV camp, Bush administration Assistant Secretary for
Health James Mason questioned the policy: "Housing so
has had а profound symbolic and concrete influence in the
many immunosuppressed individuals in close proximity to
Americas. The second repuЫic in the hemisphere, Haiti, like
the U.S., was born ofpopular revolution. The Haitian rebels,
one another in а camp environment presents substantial
however, were Ыасk slaves. The impact that this first sucrisks," he wrote to the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) last March, "".to the НIV-infected persons as well
cessful slave revolt had on the plantation system, the world
economy, and the institution of slavery itself can hardly Ье
as their families and the health care and other support peroverstated. "Speaking for the Negro ... we owe much to [David]
sonnel."
Walker for his appeal; to John Brown for the Ыоw struck at
The Clinton and Bush administrations have both remained
Harper's Ferry, to [Benjamin] Lundy and [William Lloyd]
intransigent, arguing that НIV is а puЫic health threat. Summing up the government's position, Immigration and NaturGarrison, and to the abolitionists in all the countries of the
alization Service spokesperson Duke Austin insists that the
world," Frederick Douglass told а Chicago crowd in 1893.
HIV quarantine is necessary to safeguard the health of INS
"But we owe incomparaЫy more to Haiti than to them all." 9
Because of its power to inspire, Haiti threatened the 19th
and military personnel at the base and the U.S. puЫic. "These
people pose some danger to the population which they can
century colonial powers and they made it а pariah state. "Few
contaminate and we say that the uninfected must Ье procountries have been more marked Ьу association with entected, "Austin insists. "We have hostiles for people who are
demic infectious disease than Haiti. Syphilis was referred to
НIV infected who are held as а group," he argued. Asked Ьу
Ьу the Spanish as 'the sickness of Нispaniola,' believing it to
have соте from what is now Haiti when Columbus returned
the Associated Press why four extremely i1l refugees at Guantanamo with AIDS were being denied entry for emergency
from his voyage to the Americas," noted historian Paul
medical care8 he replied: "They're going to die anyway,
Farmer. "The entire 19th century was pocked with European
aren't they?"
and North American assessments of Haiti that described it as
full of filthy, disease-ridden, cannibalistic savages."10
6. Hiram Ruiz, "U.S. НIV Policy Puts Refugees at Risk," unpuЬ\ished
Op·Ed, U.S. Committee for Refugees, Washington, D.C., 1991.
7. National Commission on AIDS, "Statement on Immigration;" "Background Information: НIV Disease and Immigration," July 1991.
8. Richard Со\е, "Guantananю-Нaitians," Associated Press, DecemЬer 12, 1993.
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9. The Frederick Douglass Papers, Vol. 5 (New Haven: Уа\е University
Press, 1992), р. 528.
10. Paul Farmer,A/DS andAccusation: Haiti and the Geography ofBlame
(Berkeley: University ofCalifomia Press, 1993), р. 237.
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16 out of the 45
countries/areas in the
Americas polled Ьу
WHO reported higher
rates of AIOS than
Haitfz including the

u.s.

Examining AIDS
rates in other Caribbean regions is not to
suggest that Haiti
does not face an AIOS
crisis, but rather that
the patterns of НIV
seroprevalence and
transmission bear little correlation to those
suggested Ьу the U.S.
mass media, the INS,
and the СОС. Transmission in the Caribbean is closely tied,
along with such facKeithEmвck
tor
s as poverty and
Тhе Топ Топ Macoute rule the streets uпder the reglme that ousted democratically-elected Jeaп
underdevelopment,
to
Bertraпd Arlstlde. Here they threateп the photographer апd bystaпders with machetes.
economic relations
with the U .S. The five
Caribbean countries with the largest number of AIOS cases
In the early 1980s, as the AIOS crisis took root, the
Ьу 1986-the Oominican RepuЫic, the Bahamas, Trinidad
medical estaЫishщent and mass media summoned these old
ghosts. Scientific joumals, such as the COC's Morbldity and
and Tobago, Mexico and Haiti-were also the five most
dependent on the U .S. for their exports. "Тhе map of НIV in
Mortality Weekly Report were instrumental in fostering the
myth that Haiti is а source of AIOS and that Haitians are
the New World," writes Farmer, "reflects to an important
AIOS "carriers." The mass media dutifully played out stereodegree the geography of U.S. neocolonialism." 13
types such as voodoo Ыооd rituals, perverse Ыасk sexuality,
steamy and disease-infested CaribЬean islands. The result:
The Worst Thing 1Ever Saw ln Му Llfe
Haitians in the U .S. were fired from their jobs, attacked in
Frantz Gueпier ran а small dental practice in Cite Soleil,
schools, evicted from their homes, and segregated injails. 11
а pro-Aristide neighborhood in Haiti's capital, Port-auТhе stigmatization of Haitians subsided in the mid- to
Prince. After the September 1991 coup, the Army targeted
late-1980s in the wake of AIDS activism that challenged the
Guerrier, а Lavalas supporter, and burned down his dental
official notion of the "4 H's" (homosexuals, heroin addicts,
office. Soldiers killed his mother and child, and kidnapped
hemophiliacs, and Haitians). In 1990, however, the Food and
his wife, who was later found dead.
Orug Adrninistration renewed the attack Ьу banning Ыооd
On Christmas eve, Guerrier fled Haiti Ьу boat and was
donations Ьу all Haitians and sub-Saharan Africans. Followpicked up Ьу а U .S. Coast Guard ship and brought to Guaning sustained protests, including а massive April 1990 New
tanamo. Тhere, he joined а burgeoning tent city-Camp
York City demonstration Ьу an estimated 100,000 Haitians
McCalla-which sheltered thousands of refugees. Не stood
and their supporters, the FDA completely withdrew the ban
in long lines under the hot Caribbean sun, waiting for MREs
at the end of the year.
(Meals Ready to Eat) left over from the Gulf War. Teams of
Singling out Haitians has no basis in fact. Indeed, many
СОС doctors checked him for disease and adrninistered some
of Haiti's neighboring countries have higher AIOS rates.
vaccinations.
World Health Organization (WHO) statistics (1979-90) for
As was standard practice, the INS officers interrogated
the Caribbean region show that the Bahamas, French Guiana,
Guerrier to assess the validity of his claim of political perBermuda, Barbados, and. Trinidad and Tobago all had higher rates of AIOS cases than Haiti. And in 1990 alone, some

11. See Fanner, ор. cit"
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рр.

210-20.

12. "Update: AIDS ~ Reported to Surveillance, Forecasting and Impact
Assessment Unit (SFI)," Office of Research, Global Program on AIDS, World
Health Organization (WНО), Geneva, Juiy 1, 1992.
13. Fanner, ор. cit" рр. 260-61.

CovertAction 23

l

А month later, in mid-April, authorities finally informed
secution. Once "screened-in," he was given а Ыооd test for
some internees of test results. On Good Friday, said Father
HIV, and told to await transfer to Miami. Guerrier thought he
Jacques Fabre, а Haitian priest who worked at the base, more
was on his way when he was eventually brought in early
than 100 internees were told they were being flown to Miami.
March to Camp Bulkeley. But when he arrived at what was
Тhеу were herded into а hangar, surrounded Ьу armed guards,
supposed to have been а transit point, it had already been
and puЫicly told oftheir НIV status. "You can imagine," said
transformed into an HIV segregation camp.
Fabre, "people were crying and screaming." 17
U .S. Marine Brigadier General George Walls, the com·
Ellen Powers, а
mander of the Joint
civilian worker with
Task Force (JTF)
the Community Rerunning the refugee
lations Service, the
screeningprogram at
refugee resettlement
Guantanamo, made
arm of the Justice
the final decision to
Oepartment, also
create the HIV camp
witnessed the scene
in early March 1992
that followed. "Тhе
after input from the
СОС. Не had alnext thing you
knew," she said, "the
ready separated the
military showed up
"screened-in" from
in their riot gear.
the "screened-out"
in а series of differТhеу suпounded the
place, in the stairent camps and even
w ells, up on the
tried, for "moral"
reasons, to segregate
second floor. ".lt
was the worst thing
the women refugees
that 1 ever, ever saw
from the men. But it
in my life."18
was for medical and
security reasons that
The justification
the General decided
for informing people
to create the HIV
еп masse, in direct
camp. 14
contravention of
Guerrier was not
standard HIV testing
informed why he
and counseling prowas in Bulkeley, or
cedur es, was that
what Ьis test result
Haitians were difwas. Не only discovferent from Americans. "[We] found
ered his possiЬle
HIV status after docthat in. group they
t o r s decided he
tended to Ье more at
should Ье retested.
ease and in group
MвrilynHumphries/lmpactVisuals
they would Ье аЫе
After Or. Paul Effler,
Thousands gather in Boston to hear Aristide and call for his reinstatement.
to ask questions that
а СОС official at
Guantanamo, calcuone person might
lated an error rate in the first round of testing at 85 times
ask that might answer the question for other people," exgreater than normal, he ordered а mass one-day Ыооd drawplained Or. William Ebbeling, а U.S. Navy doctor posted to
ing for 1,700 refugees. 15 "Many of us resisted [the second
Guantanamo between April and July 1992. 19 Meanwhile,
test]," said Guerrier. "In my case, two MPs pinned my arms
those political refugees who refused to have their second
Ыооd tests were sent back to Haiti. "Many migrants [are]
as the medical person took the Ыооd. " 16 Because of his
resistance, Guerrier and some 88 others were forciЫy
belligerent about repat," noted the саЫе from а U.S. Coast
repatriated to Haiti, according to the New York-based NaGuard cutter bringing some back to Port-au-Prince.
tional Coalition for Haitian Refugees.
"Migrants stated they would rather die aboard the ship than

14. Trial testinюny of Gen. Walls, НСС v. Sales, Brooklyn Federal Court,
March1993.
15. Deposition of Paul Effier, June 10, 1992., P/aintijfs ExhiЬit #77, НСС v. Sales.
16. Deposition ofFrantz Guerrier, March 1992.
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17. Author's telephone interview with Father Fabre in the batayes (sugar
cane fields) of the Dominican RepuЫic, August 1992.
18. Author's interview, March 1993.
19. Deposition ofDr. William EbЬeling, March 10, 1993.
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Running the operation was the Joint Task Force (JТF), а
Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine operation,
along with the INS and the PuЫic Health Service (PHS). The
State Department was also involved in the decision making.25 Originally, thousands of Haitians were screened into
the U.S. In early January, as thousands fled post-coup Haiti,
the rate of applicants approved for entry into the U.S. reached
80 percent. But after а "clarification on how to view certain
situations," INS officer Scott Busby told lawyers for the
refugees, the rate dropped to 60 percent Ьу mid-January. Ву
early February it fell to 40 percent, which was still too high
for Washington. INS investigator Gunther Wagner was dispatched to Guantanamo to infщm INS officers that 95 percen t of asylum claims were
fraudulent and that if Haitians
don't "look you in the еуе," that
should affect the "determination."26
Over the course of his career
with the U.S. government, Wagner
became familiar with human rights
ап
PsyOps at Guantanamo
abuses .. Н:aving served in Hitler's
One of the reasons for the HIV
army, he was recruited out of postscreening program, according to
World War 11 occupied Germany
the New York-based National
Ьу the U.S. Army's security police.
Coalition for Haitian Refugees,
was simply а continuation of а
Не was posted to Vietnam in 1966
long-standing U .S. anti-Haitian
as the senior puЫic safety adviser
-Paul Farmer
under the U .S. Agency for Internapolicy. "The U.S. government
wanted to limit people coming.to
tional Development's Office of
the U .S. for political asylum," said
PuЫic Safety. That agency, crespokesperson Jocelyn McCalla,
ated Ьу the CIA in 1955, trained
the Vietnamese national police which arrested, tortured, and
"so they threw all these things in their way.'' During the
previous wave of Haitians fleeing the country between 1981
murdered tens of thousands of people. In 1971, Wagner
moved on to Managua as senior puЫic safety adviser to the
and 1990, when nearly 25,000 Haitians were interdicted,
·
Somoza dictatorship. 27
none was ever tested for HIV, said McCalla. 23 Even so,
during this period of rutbless, well-documented Duvalier
Even more desiraЫe than assessing and rejecting asylum
repression, only eight Haitians were "screened-in" as posclaims or interning ill Haitians was encouraging those at
siЫe asylum seekers. Tellingly, 20 people were granted
Guantanamo to return home "voluntarily." Even decisions on
what food to give the refugees were framed on whether it
prelimina1t; asylum during President Aristide's eight months
in office. 4 Faced witЬ those fleeing the post-Aristide
would increase "voluntary repatriations." 28 The encouragemilitary regime, the Bush administration opened part of its
ments also included techniques usually classified as psynaval base at Guantanamo for refugee processing in Novemcholo gical warfare. The propaganda campaign was
ber 1991.
disseminated through а camp newspaper, tbe РА system, а
radio station, and verbally Ьу soldiers, always clothed in
"battle dress uniforms." Non-controllaЫe sources of infor20. Plaintiffs Exhiblt #34, U.S. Coast Guard саЫе, April 29,1992, НСС v.
mation accessiЫe to the refugees, such as Voice of America
die as political refugees in Haiti. Fire hoses were charged and
а few Haitians were physically escorted off the ship."20
Тhе Haitians '· fear was well-founded Local police or arm у
often fingerprinted and photographed repatriated Haitians,
confiscated their Guantanamo ID cards and arrested some.
One Coast Guard cutter reported in December 1992: "There
was а continuous and distinct presence of armed military/
police authority both uniformed and plain clothed during the
off load. Weapons brandished Ьу Haitian authorities included
semi-automatic pistols, revolvers, pump shotguns and an
М-60 machine gun."21
Back on·Guantanamo, the implications of the HIV camp
became quickly apparent to the thousands of refugees awaiting screening: lt was а "death
camp." "Some people were so
afraid of going to Bulkeley, they
had to Ье forciЫy handcuffed and
тар
dragged, crying andkickin~, It was
2
brutal," said Father Fabre.

coinЬined

"The
of HIV in
the New World,
reflects to
important degree the
geography of U.S.
neocolonialism."

Sales.

21. Plaintiffs Exihit#69, U.S. Coast Guard саЫе, December 1, 1992, НСС
v.Sales.
22. Author's interview, August 1992.
23. Author's interview, August 1992. If а person living abroad can document а crediЬle fear of political or religious persecution, the U.S. must grant
refugee status under immigration Iaw. Those claiming persecution at or within
U.S. borders are considered "asylum seekers." The law has been inconsistently
applied so that persecution of those who had fled U.S. client states (Haiti, El
Salvador) is not recognized. Meanwhile, those who had left such U.S. enemy
states as the former USSR, Nicaragua under the Sandinistas, and Cuba received
almost automatic asylum or refugee status.
24. Bill Frelick, "Haitians at Sea: AsylumDenied," Report оп theAmericas,
Vol. XXVI, No. 1, July 1992, р. 34.
.
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25. See deposition of Capt. Norman Glen Веtтее, the Western Hemisphere
Branch Chief for the operations directorate of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, on agencies
involved in decision making. Plaintiffs EXhiblt #72, НСС v. Sales.
26. Deposition of Scott Busby, Plaintiffs Exhiblt #75, НСС v. Sales.
27. John Canham-Qyne, "Uncle Sam's Blind Еуе," /п These Times, February
22, 1993. In 1982, Wagnerwent to work with the INS as а staff officer at the Кrome
detention center, Мiami, and Ьесаmе chief administrator in 1985. Since 1988, he
has been Senior Intelligence Officer of INS 's southern regional office in Dallas.
28. "Letter of Instruction for the Elimination of the Noon MRE Meal from
the Мigrant Meal," February 26, 1992, noting the "potential for increased
voluntary repats," Plaintiffs Exhiblt #21, НСС v. Sales.
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а full-scale riot broke out. Troops were stoned, the entrance
(VOA) broadcasts, were reviewed and, if necessary, cento the camp was barricaded, and а fire truck, used to hose
sored. "In order to ensure the safety and well~Ьeing of the
down the Haitians, was smashed~ The next day, as а helicopHaitians," said а JТF memo, "material in the VOA broadcasts
ter hovered overhead and two jet planes swept down low over
that might Ье unnecessarily upsetting and contrary to good
the camp, hundreds of troops moved into the compound,
orcier in the camps is excised from the broadcast." The VOA
smashing the refugees' living quarters, and handcuffing and
specifically authorized the JТF to "delete objectionaЫe
arresting dozens. Refugees say many were beaten. "We
materia1 on а segment basis," according to the memo.2 9
thought we were going to die without our families being аЫе
Тhе refugee camp newspaper, first titled Sa K'Pase and
to recover our bodies," wrote the refugees. 31 While puЫicly
then N'Ap Воиlе, after the Creole greeting and response, was
denying abuses, and insisting they are on а "humanitarian
puЫished in Creole and English. lt channeled JТF informamission," the military was privately alarmed aЬout the HIV
tion to the refugees, and served to intimidate and frighten the
camp. "Creation of а 'penal' environment within the camp
thousands undergoing screening.
presents the opportunity for heavy criticism from migrant
N'Ap Boule contrasted reports of progress in Haiti with
support and humanitarian organizations. We have reached the
those of difficult conditions within the U.S. The June 8
point where such an environment
edition led with а piece about а U.S.
stretches the margin of the interpretajudge upholding the forced repatriation of our humanitarian mission,"
tions of Haitian "migrants." lt followed
нтhе
wrote Brigadier General Richard Neal
up with stories on Haitian "migrants"
in а саЫе to his superiors following
killed in а car crash on their way to а
the July protests.32
labor camp; U.S. inflation fears; job
Despite its · concern, the military
losses from the recession; an increase
in child poverty; and, а feature story on
did nothing to improve camp conditions. lnstead, relations between the
racism in the U.S. Other issues also
exploited fears of U .S. racism and ran
detainees and the military deteriorated. On August 29, the Camp Bulkeley
ads encouraging people to go back to
Haiti for carnlval. Even the wordrefugees organized to free dozens of
search puzzle chanted the theme of "retheir compatriots who were detained
in nearby Camp 7. Ringed in barЬed _
patriation." The February 23 edition
wire, this facility contained а series of
coldly warned the refugees: "Don't
-Dr. Jonathan Mann
open-air isolation cells which_had no
doubt for а ininute that all the
screened-out people will Ье returned to
bedding. According to the military, 50
Haiti. We will not leave any here in
people at Bulkeley tore down а plyprison. ".If you must insist on returning home in handcuffs,
wood movie screen to span the barbed wire fence. Simul·
taneously, the prisoners in Camp 7 broke up а wooden shower
that can Ье arranged. So it is written, so it shall Ье done." The
U.S. forces also used the psyops techniques it had mounted
facility to bridge their razor wire boundary. About 13 escaped
against Gen. Manuel Noriega following the U.S. invasion of
into Bulkeley. Тhе U.S. forces responded Ьу again surroundPanama. "Тhеу would play really loud music to aggravate
ing the camp with hundreds of heavily-armed troops and
[the refugees] and create stress," said Ellen Powers. "They
three tanks. Тhеу then arbltrarily j ailed "trouЫemakers." Тhе
were trying to get voluntary repatriations."30
military says that the refu~ees set fire to 12 buildings, completely destroying seven. 3
Protest and Repression
Tensions at the camp eventually subsided in September
with the appointment of а new commander who permitted
In late Мау 1992, President Bush ended the refugee
screening program at Guantanamo Ьу declaring that all Haitelephone calls, consultation with lawyers, and, after а First
tians were "economic refugees" and would Ье forciЫy reAmendment lawsuit-backed Ьу the National Emergency
patriated. As the military began to close down the program,
Civil Liberties Committee-allowed testricted press visits.
"[a)ll of us on the base moЬilized to stage а peaceful march
It was the election of ВШ Clinton, though, with his promises
where everyone was crying because the pain was unbearto lift the НIV ban, that inspired the beleaguered Haitians to
aЫe," wrote the internees in а letter to the New York-based
wait а little longer. 34
National Coalition for Haitian Refugees. "We said words so
The hopes that the election of Bill Clinton inspired were
that they could feel and understand that we can no longer live
soon deflated when, on January 14, the new president reunder these conditions." After а fight erupted July 17 beneged on his promises to change the U.S. policy toward
tween soldiers guarding the camp and some of the refugees,
Haitian refugees. Angry and desperate, the refugees renewed

question of
immigration and
immigrants diverts
attention ... from the
real issues of the
epidemic in this
country."

29. "For Use in Response to Query Conceming VOA Broadcasts in GТМО
Camps," ЛF Memo, January 7, 1992. Plaintiffs Exhihit #15, НСС v. Sales.

30. Author's interview, March 1993.

26 CovertAction

·

,

31. Letterto National Coalitionfor Haitian Refugщ, New York, July 27, 1992.
32. Plainti!fs Exhihit #65, НСС v. Sales.
33. Author's interview with Lt. Comdr. Gordon Hume, September 1992.
34. On press ban: see "HlV Prisoners," The Nation, NovemЬer 30, 1992.
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their protests. On January 29, in а final Ьid for liberty, they
launched а hunger strike. Тhе hunger strike lasted for more
than а month before the military moved in to break it. On
March 13, after an escape attempt Ьу 11 people, 400 soldiers
surrounded the makeshift prison camp at 5:00 a.m" marched
through the sleeping quarters, and dragged people naked
from their beds for а "head count." Тhеу beat more than а
dozen refugees and threw 39 people, including pregnant
women, а one-year-old infant, and а seven-year-old Ьоу in
the Navy brig, according to Allan Ebert, an attorney for the
refugees and Nicole Payen, an interpreter, who were both at
Guantanamo at the time. At least 10 women were vaginally
searched for "weapons," said Ebert and Payen. 35

Loglcally lnconslstent and Cruel
Тhе response of the Clinton administration has only been
to continue what candidate Clinton called "а cruel policy"
toward Haitian refugees. With news of the 270 Haitians
quarantined at Guantanamo in the headlines, the U .S. Senate
voted on February 18, with no opposition from the White
House, to put into law the 1987 reg';llation barring HIV-positive immigrants from entering the country. Yet despite this
apparent panic over AIDS "contamination" in the halls of
Congress, the HIV ban is selectively applied. Each year 16
million foreign tourists and 275 million short trips to the U.S.
Ьу Mexicans and Canadians take place. Neither they nor
Cuban asylum seekers, such as those who are picked up Ьу
U.S. Coast Guard cutters, are ever screened for HIV before
entering the mainland U .S. 36 And although the cost of AIDS
care is always cited Ьу proponents of the ban, immigrants or
travelers with far more expensive illnesses are allowed entry.
Тhе U .S. PuЬlic Health Service estimates that the cost of
treating а person with AIDS from diagnosis to death is
roughly $80,000, far less than the alarmist $250,000 per
person bandied about Ьу Senator Don Nickles (R-Okla. ) 37 Ву
contrast, end stage kidney disease costs around $1753000 and
resuscitating а person with а heart attack $150,000. 8
The prevailing puЫic health perspective is that immigration and travel restrictions fщ HIV-positive people are ineffective, wasteful, and counter-productive. "There are at least
а million НIV infected people in the U.S"" argues Dr.
Jonathan Mann, director of the International AIDS Center at
Harvard University. "The addition of relatively small numbers of HIV infected people".would make а negligiЫe contribution to the puЫic health situation in the country." More
importantly, he warns, is that "the question of immigration
and immigrants diverts attention substantially from the real
issues of the epidemic in this country. "39

35. Author's interview, March 14, 1993.
36. Data on visitors to U.S. and screening of НIV trnvelers, inunigrants and
refugeei provided Ьу PuЬ!ic Health Selvice and U.S. Inunigration and Natura\i2atioц
Service.
37. Congressional Record, February 18, 1993, р. Sl 762.
38. Author's interview with Fred Hellinger, Agency for Health Care Policy
and Research, April 1993; AP,New York Times, Мarch 21, 1993.
39. Testimony ofDr. Mann atHCCv. Sales, Brooklyn Federal O:>urt, March
10, 1993.
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Indeed, only .01 percent of immigrants and .06 percent of
all refugees hoping to reside in the U.S. between 1987 and
1990 were НIV-positive, according to Bill Grigg of the U.S.
PuЬlic Health Service. "То the extent the puЫic is led to
believe it is foreigners that pose the risk," notes Mann, "this
is in every instance а severe distortion of reality. " 40
Both the Clinton and Bush administrations have remained
uncompromising, spending vast sums on what critics say is
the policy's logical outcome-the Guantanamo HIV prison.
Simply feeding and housing the refugees costs around $1,200
per person per month, according to JТF spokesperson Lieutenant Commander Gordon Hume. 41 The figure does not
include the cost of building the camp, posting 300 military
personnel there for more than а year, nor defending it in court
for the past;ear - а total cost well into the tens of millions
of dollars. 4

Resistance Continues
The pre-dawn raid on the camp in March coincided with
federal trial in Brooklyn, New York, on the legality of
detaining the Haitians. While advocates for the refugees
believe the judge will rule favoraЬly, there is а widespread
view that the government will appeal the case all the way to
the Supreme Court. The future of the НIV prison, though,
may Ье decided Ьу the solidarity movement that has sprung
up in the U .S. in support of the refugees at Guantanamo. More
than 40 universities and colleges nationwide have launched
relay hunger strikes and other protests in support of the
Haitians. Operation Harriet Tubman is the largest student
moЬilization since the anti-racist and anti-apartheid actions
of the mid-1980s. Coalitions of AIDS activists, moved Ьу the
threat of the first НIV prison organized Ьу the U.S. government, and Haitian organizations have also been launched in
several cities, notaЫy Miami, Philadelphia, New York, and
Boston.
Whatever the end result, the Guantanamo HIV prison has
become emЫematic both of an increasing trend toward the
criminalization of people with HIV and those with AIDS, and
of the attempts to use the AIDS crisis to exert social control.
Moreover, it also provides an important insight into what the
U.S. government may do in Haiti if а military intervention
does occur. Already, the Atlantic Command ofthe U.S. Navy,
the primary military force behind the Guantanamo refugee
program, has puЬlicly announced its plans to launch а "nation-building" exercise in the Caribbean country. 43
As Yolande Jean, а leader of the refugees and а mother of
two who fled Haiti after being tortured Ьу the military, has
iщid, "What 1 suffered through at Guantanamo was far worse
than anything in Haiti."
·
•
а

40. Testimony of Мann, ор. cit.
41. Author's interview, April 1993.
42. Author's interview with attorney Michael Ratner, Center for O:>nstitutional Rights, New York, April 1992.
43. See "Pentagon-Haiti," Associated Press, ApriI 13, 1993; see also April
Oliver, "Тhе Мilitary Н:umanitarian O:>mplex," /п These Times, Мarch 22, 1993.
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The Anti-Defamation League:
Civil Rights and Wrongs
Abdeen Jabara

F

or decades, theAпti-Defamatioп League о/ the В'паi B'rith has
rип а private пatioпwide spy пetwork - а systematic, loпg
. term, professioпally orgaпized political espioпage ope·ratioп
complete with iпformers, iпfiltrators, топеу lauпderiпg, code патеs,
wiretappiпg, апd secret meetiпgs. While it is поt uпusual for private
political groups to gather iпformatioп, the ADL spyiпg is differeпt.
It is поt опlу the scale which sets it apart-files оп 950 orgaпiza
tioпs апd пearly 10,000 iпdividuals -. but the focus. Тhе ADL spied
оп groups which opposed its stated goals as well as those which
supported its priпciples. More disturblпg, however, is the League's
collaboratioп with state, federal, апd foreigп iпtelligeпce gatheriпg
eпtities. Тhis shariпg о/ ofteп coпfideпtial iпformatioп апd resources
is поt опlу illegal, but а violatioп о/ trust, а threat to civil liberties,
апd ап iпfriпgemeпt оп the right to privacy.

The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) has won а longstanding puЫic reputation as an opponent of anti-Semitism,
defender of minority rights, and promoter of racial justice. In
January 1993, а less benign dimension of ADLsurfaced. San
Francisco newspapers broke the story of 24-year police officer Tom Gerard, who kept computerized files on thousands
of Arab-Americans, 36 Arab organizations, 33 anti-apartheid
organizations, 412 "pinko" organizations, 349 right-wing
organizations, and 35 skinhead groups.
Gerard worked clьsely with Roy Bullock, а full~time
salaried undercover investigator for ADL for the past 32
years. Bullock's records were even more extensive than
Gerard's, with files on 77 Arab organizations, 641 "pinko''
Abdeen Jabara is an attomey in Мichigan. Не is а former president and
current national vice-chair of theAmerican Arab Anti-Discrimination Committee (ADC). Не won а 12-year battle against FВI surveillance and forced the
Bureau to destroy its files and admit that he had violated no laws and had merely
exercised his constitutional rights. Reprints of this article from: ADC, 4201
Connecticut Ave" NW, #500, Washington, D.C. 20008.
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and anti-apartheid organizations, 612 right-wing organizations and 27 skinhead groups.
Тhе spy network to which Gerard and Bullock belonged
is headquartered in the ADL's New York office under ADL
director of "fact-finding," Irwin Suall, and his deputy,
Тhomas Halpern. As the League's chief West Coast undercover operative, Bullock maintained numerous contacts with
law enforcement and federal officials, recruited informers,
and worked with ADL operatives in other cities.
Тhе ADL, which has а $34 million annual budget has
openly acknowledged compiling files on "extre.mist hate
groups" and supplying reports on them to law enforcement
agencies. Richard Hirschhaut, executive director of the ADL
Central Pacific Region, also admitted that "the ADL does
keep files on Arab-American groups or individuals who espouse anti-Jewish views or take credit for anti-Jewish acts."1
1. Garth Wolkoff, "ADL Denies Wrongdoing in SFPD in Files-For-Sale
Case,'' Jewish Bulletin о/Northern California, January 22, 1993.
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Bullock's and Gerard's. files, ho~ever, reveal~ massive
ADL operations directed not only iigainst right~wing ех:
tremists and anti-Semitic grdцps, .but al~o hundreds .~finaj.n
stream and progressive "groups. Included among the ininority,
anti-apartheid, ethnic, реасе, religious, hШnan rigpts, and
otber organizations аnЦ individuals· - . many' of wblch ADL
should bave regarded as allies in the struggle against racism
and Ьigotry :......_ were tbe American Civil 1:-iberties Union
{ACLU), National Lawye~s Guild, NMCP, RainЬow Coalition,
Greenpeace, Mother Jones, Jews for Jesus, Americans for
Реасе Now, lrish Northern Aid, Asian Law Caucus, АСГ UP,
United Auto Workers, tbe bdard of directors of puЫic television station KQED, the·Department of Black Studies at San
Francisco State University, Los Angeles Times South Africa
correspondent Scott Кraft, Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Cal.),
House Armed Services Committee Chair Rep. Ron Dellums
(D-Cal.), and fщmer R,epresentative J;'ete McCloskey. 2
Also named in the files were thousands of Arab-Amer. icans, many who fear their names were passed on to israeli
intelligence agencies, potentially placing them in danger.
ADLhas frequent and close contact withlsraeli officials3 and
despite repeated denials, has been link<:d to Mossad. Already, one Arab-American, а U.S. citizen included in Bullock's computer files, has been arrested Ьу lsraeli authorities
when Ье returned to tbe Occupied Territories. 4

Gerard, Bullock, and the ADL Spy Network

.

In mid-January the San Francis.co. Examiner began а series of front-page stories ievealing that SFPD officer Tom
Gerard was secretly supplying confidential data on thousands
ofpeople to an agent oftbe ADL. 5 On December·lO, 1992,
the news ·report disclosed, authorities had· executed search
warrants on Gerard's home, that Of ADL operative Roy Bullock, and on the San Francisco and·Los Angeles offiCes of
ADL. 6 Тhе news hit the Вау area like а boinbshell. ~n fact,
Bullock and Gerard had been under FBI investigation fщ
more than two years for seШng informati_on about anti-apattheid activists to South African government agents. ·
Gerard, 50, bad been а member of the SFPD since 1968. Не
claims that from 1982-85, he took а three-year leavc of
absence to serve witb tbe CIA:in El Salvador,_Honduras, and
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2. Тhе San Francisco Exaininer, the San F..ranciSco'Chro~iclё, and the LiJs
Angeles Times puЫished innumeraЫe articles.on this·scandal. ""Гwо reporters for
the Examiner, Dennis Opatrny arid Sco~t Winokur" haye vlgorously. piiisued
coverage of this case.. See especially Sа.п Francisco Jj:~aminer, Jаnщчу_ is; 17,
21, 22 and 28, and April 4, 8, and 9,.1993.
_ · . : ·-.-. .
3. Dennis Opatmy and Scott Winokur, "S.F. Spying ~е Details Laid
Ваrе," SanFranciseoExaminer, April ll; 1993. ADLattomey:&r~ara Wahl
said that ADL had no "forrnal" ties to foreign govemrnents and _fureign ag~nts,
but that ifthe govemrnent requlisted intelligence infoпnation"it ~o\dd Ье ц~а~е
availaЫe. Winokur, "ADL Denies Spying for Foreign Govemrneilts," Sali
FranciscoExaminer, April 15, 1.993. ·
·
: . • · ·:
·
4. Opatmy and Winokur, "lsraeli Detainee Unl\ed to S:F..Police Spy Case,"
SanFranciscoExaminer, February Ц, 1993.
·
5. "Affidavit and Declaration of lnspector Ron Roth," SFPD, February 5,
1993; Police interview with Roy Bullock;Japuary 25 and 26, 1993, released Ьу
the district attomey's office.
.
· ·
6. Philip Matier and Andrew Ross, .''Foimer S.F. О>р Focus of РrоЬе," San·
FranciscoChronicle, January 15, 1993."
·
,

Jeflrey 8larldort

RoyBullock

Guatemala as а bomb expert. 7 After returning to the SFPD,
where he served as liaison to the FBI, Gerard approached the
Вау ~.re_a chapter of°the American Arab Anti-Discrimination
Committee (ADC). Не offered to liaise between the ArabAmerican com~unity and tbe Police Department and to help
with ·security at ADC puЫic functions.
His collaborator R9Y Bullock, а small-time San Francisco
art dealer, had provided information on an unpaid basis to the
FBI" Bцllock's investigations for the ADL went back as far
as 1954 in Indi.anapolis. In 1960, Ье moved to southern
Californi.!i and Ьegan working for the ADL, which forwarded
copies 'of liis·written reports to iis New York headquarters .
Aroun:d 1979, ~ullock· moved to San Francisco where, in
1985, local ADL head Richard Нirschhaut intr0<Juced him to
Ger-ai:d, and the two men. Ьigan to investigate.both right- and
left-wing groups in the' ~ay."area.· . .
·
О~е :of Bullock's chief assignin~nts in. San Francisco was
to spy°. .о~ Arab-Дпieriёan :'?rgaiit~ations and individuals,
esp,eciaHy the ADc;,.whlc!tЬ.e Joined in :Мarch 1983. Не was
remo~ed
.
. .ftom the :щein.bersIUp"roI.is
...
.. . in8July 1987, after it was
diseo:verea·that
he
waa
an
ADL
'
".. -. .. agent.
. -

.

~

.

-~. ~е·~~~· clai~~d,t~ ~~~е ~iV~\~:~g~ri~
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and Afghanistan.
CI,<\ z
is its pQlic.y, refuses to comrnent
·- · :
· ·
8. F{3_1 interview ofBUll!J<:k,.Jartuaiy-22; 1993, р. 5. Bullockhas anextensive
histo!}'of-infiltration. ln 1957, he joined. the '\J.S. delegation to the Sixth World
·. .
.
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1986, Gerard had introduced Bullock to South African
govemment agents. Bullock claims receiving $16,000, which
he split with Gerard, in exchange for information on local
anti-apartheid foes and journalists. (Gerard denies the
charge.)9 Their relationship continued after Gerard was reassigned in 1988 to the Gang Task Force within the SFPD. At
about this time, the police officer introduced Bullock to the
San Francisco field office of the FBI, apparently so that

Тhе

inquiry emphasized their connection to South African
intelligence and the fact that several FBI reports on the
Nation of lslam were missing from FBI files. 12

Pollce Search Gerard, Bullock, and ADL Offices
Ву October 1992, Gerard and Bullock were aЬout to lose
their covers as the FBI passed its intelligence aЬout the two
to the SFPD and the story began to leak out. Gerard fled to а
house he had Ьееn building on а remote
island in the Philippines, which has no
extradition treaty with the U.S.
Before leaving, however, he
neglected to erase his computer. When
authorities searched his houseboat during the December 1О raids, they found
7,011 files on individuals, including extensive files on San Francisco's ArabAmerican community and ArabAmerican activists around the U .S.
Some information originated with law
enforcement agencies across the country and centered on fundraising for
Palestinian groups. One file listed
members of the Palestinian Arab Fund,
а registered charity with 11 chapters in
California and other states. Unidentified people alleged that they saw organiz a tio n charts on U .S. ArabAmerican groups, transcripts of secret
tape recordings of their meetings, and
Crвig l..l!Je/Ssn Frsncisco Examiner
Tom Gerard, who claimed to have worked for the CIA with Salvadoran death photos of pro-Palestinian demonstrasquads, at his arraignment оп eight counts of stealing government documents and tions in Gerard's files. 13
In Gerard's locker, police found
one count each of computer theft, Ьurglary, and conspiracy, Мау 12, 1993. .
some souvenirs of his CIA days, includBullock could fill in the intelligence-gathering function the
ing 10 passports in different names, а Ыасk executioner's
SFPD had relinquished. Bullock began feeding the FBI inforhood, photos of dark-complected men bound and Ыindfold
mation in exchange for access to their intelligence. 10
ed, CIA manuals, and а teletyped message, "Вiodata of the
In November 1990, when Police Chief Willis Casey shut
Nominees to Ье Trained in Human Resource Exploitation
down the political surveillance unit and adopted new guide(Interrogation) Course." Stamped "Secret" and referring to
lines limiting surveillance, Gerard should have destroyed his
El Salvador, it listed 13 names. Тhе police inventory also
files. Instead, he entered 7 ,ООО names into his home computer
noted а Ыасk loose-leaf Ьinder filled with business cards,
and transferred copies to Bullock.
names, addresses and three pages with more than 100 names
In 1990, Bullock's and Gerard's foreign entanglements on
and phone numbers titled "lnternational Activities DivisionЬehalf of ADLappear to have precipitated an FВI investigation. 11
Youth and Student Festival in Moscow and, Ьу prior aпangement with the FВI,
gave them а briefing on his return. During the mid-1980s, Bullock attended а
few meetings of the San Francisco chapter of ADC. Later, under the name
Buchanan, he visited the Washington ADC office where he was spotted as an
ADL infiltrator Ьу ADC staff. Не had also headed а National Association of
Arab-Americans (NAAA) lobbying mission to Rep. Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.)
(who was one of the people on whom he kept files).
9. ВоЬ Drogin, "Ex-SpyThreatens CIAScandal," LosAngeles Times, April
27, 1993, р. АЗ.
10. SFPD interview of Bullock, January 25, 1993, рр. 64-66.
11. Press reports also include an altemative explanation of the origin of the FВI
investigation of Gerard. А colleague of Geпщl's told reporters that Gerard's
commanding officer, Captain John Willett, suspected Gerard of selling infoпnation
onArab-Americans and called in the FВI. Gerard had, he said, refused to cooperate.
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12. Phil BroJJStein, "Suspect in Сор Spy Case Tells Story," San Francisco
Examiner, January 22, 1993; and FBI interviews ofBullock, February 8, 1993,
р.17; January 26, 1993, рр.1-22. lnМay 1991, Gerard was invited to go onan
expense-paid ADL law enforcement mission to Israel along with ten other U .S.
police officers involved in intelligence work. For some years, ADL had been
sponsoring these junkets either to reward police officers who exchanged information or to lay the groundwork for future relationships. San Francisco's former
police chief and cuпent mayor, Frank Jordan, went on an ADL trip to Israel in
1987. "What better way to leam about bomb threats than to cooperate with the
peopledealingwith themall the time?" asked Jordan. (Мarshall Кrantz, "lsraelis
Warn Тор S.F. Сор About PLO Teпorism in the U.S"" Northern California
Jewish Bulletin, July 10, 1987; Dennis J. Opatmy, "Jewish Group Paid for
Jordan Trip to lsrael," San Francisco Examiner, January 28, 1993.)
13. Scott Opatmy and Lance Williams, "Ex-S.F. Сор Target of Spying
РrоЬе," SanFranciscoExaminer, January 5, 1993.
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Special Activities Group" which handles the CIA's paramilitary activities, such as support for guerrilla movements.
"Тhat's the who's who of the CIA," Gerard told the Los
Angeles Тimes, "Oooh, that's gonna make people nervous."
Не had stashed the material in 1985 when he left the CIA in
case he ever needed protection from the Agenc~. "The term
is graymail," he said. "Do what you gotta do."1
While Gerard granted interviews from his safe haven in
the Philippines, the ADL and Bullock stonewalled. ADL said
that it had consented to the December 10 search of its San
Francisco and Los Angeles offices and had been advised that
it was not the target of the investigation. It declared itself
merely а civil rights organization that collected information
about "anti-Semites, racists and extremists from many sources." А spokesperson declined to reveal ADL's sources and
information collection methods and claimed that no information went to lsrael; as far as Gerard was concerned, "the
relationship we [ADL] had with him," said Richard Нirsch
haut, "was the same as with thousands of police officers
around the country." 15
Bullock also claimed he had operated within the law and
that his computer files were legally obtained. ln addition to
those on the 950 organizations, police found files on 9,876
individuals. Bullock had been paid during his 32-year employment at the ADL indirectly through prominent Los Angeles attorney Bruce Hochman, and received approximately
$170,000 over а five-year period ending in 1993. 16 Ву going
through Hochman, both Bullock and the ADL sought to
portray Bullock as а self-employed individual only one of
whose clients was the ADL. As of Мау 1993, ADL was
continuing to уау Bullock $550 а week because he was
"damn good. " 1
When the extent of the Gerard-Bullock-ADL spy operation began to emerge, ADL launched an extensive puЫic
damage control effort. ADL attorney and executive committee member Barbara Wahl set the stage for distancing her
organization from the illegal operation. Bullock, she asserted, was operating as an "independent contractor."
"He's never been instructed nor did we condone the breaking
of the law....We don 't know if he did... [and] have no knowledge
of him going through the trash of target groups." 18

14. Drogin, ор. cit.; Susan Sward and Bill Wallace, "Spy Case Suspect Posts
Bail," San Francisco Chronicle, Мау 8, 1993, р. А19.
15. See Elliot L. Bien and Richard S. Hirschhaut, "TheADL's Job is to Fight
Hatred," San Francisco Examiner, January 24, 1993; J ewish Bulletin ofNorthern California, January 22, 1993; Richard Hirschhaut, letter to the editor, San
Francisco Examiner, February 3, 1993. (Вien is ADL President and Hirschhaut
is Regional Director.)
16. Opatrny and Winokur, "S.F. Spymaster Revealed," San Francisco Examiner, April 4, 1993; letter of attorney Bruce 1. Hochman to Inspector Ron
Roth, SFPD, April 1, 1993, with сору of check #15216 for $3,300 covering
weeks of April 14 through Мау 1993. Bullock was not the only investigator on
the ADL payroll. Documents released Ьу the SFPD revealed code-names for at
least six others who operated out of ADL fact-finding offices in New York,
Chicago, Atlanta, St. Louis, Washington, and Los Angeles.
17. Paul Feldrnan and Richard Paddock, "Spy Furor Forces ADL to Defend
Its Image," LosAngeles Times, Мау 6, 1993, р. 84.
18. Richard Paddock and Kenneth Reich, "ADL Officials Deny They Condoned lllegal Spying," LosAngeles Times, April 17, 1993.
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The distance closed when many of the files seized from
Bullock's home turned out to Ье the same as those in the ADL
offices. ADL's credibllity vanished when, after months of
ADL denials, Wahl admitted the League had gathered information and passed it on to lsrael. She rejected connections
with other foreign governments, presumaЫy including South
Africa. But she did not explain why the Los Angeles ADL
offices had files on anti-a~artheid activities and activists,
dating back to the 1950s. 1 An FВI report confirmed that
Gerard and Bullock gave information to the South Africans. 20
"Тhе scandal," notes Daniel Levitas, former executive
director of the Atlanta-based Center for Democratic Renewal, " ... has completely tainted the ADL's credibllity and
reputation with regard to objectivity." It may also land some
people in jail. Тhе League faces criminal prosecution on up
to 48 felony counts including gaining illegal access to police
computers. Journalist Robert Friedman quotes а source saying that indictment is "99 percent certain." 21
While admitting to rifling through garbage and "pooping
and snooping on people in the U.S.," Gerard, too, denied
criminal wrongdoing. "1 shouldn't say 1 did no wrong," he
demurred. "1 should say 1 showed poor judgment .... But as
far as criminal acts, no way." Не complained he was being
set up as а fall guy Ьу Bullock. When he bought his computer
from Bullock, he said, "the files were already in there." Не
charged that the SFPD and FBI were leaking damaging information on him and threatened that if indicted for selling
confidential law enforcement information, he would expose
illegal CIA support for Latin American death squads. The

#Тhе

relationship [ADL] had with
[Gerard] was the same as with
thousands of police officers around
the country." -Richard Hirschhaut
threat was partially fulfilled in а three-hour interview with а
Los Angeles Тimes reporter when Gerard discussed illegal
CIA support for the death squads. 22
On Мау 6, Gerard suddenly and surprisingly returned to
San Francisco where he was arrested and booked on eight
counts of stealing government documents and one count each
of computer theft, burglary, and conspiracy. Не said he returned because he was afraid the CIA had put out а contract
on him and thought he would Ье safer in the U.S. Не was
released on $20,000 baiI.23
19. FВI interview with David Gurvitz, March 8 , 1993. Gurvitz was an
undercover ADL agent in Los Angeles; and Jane Hunter, "ADL Spies and the
FBI," Middle East Report, April 30, 1993, р. 12.
20. FВI interview of Bullock, January 26, 1993, рр. 1-8.
21. RoЬert 1. Friedman, 'TheEnemy Within," ViUage Voic~ Мау 11, 1993, р. 28.
22. Drogin, ор. cit.
23. АР, "Arrest in Secret Docurnents Case," NewYork Times, Мау 9, 1993.
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While Bullock, Gerard, and the AJ?L ran for cover and
tried to off-load responsibllity. on each other, the media
relegated the targets of the secret sщv.eillance to being merely Ьit players. Meanwhile цnder · an extensive ADL spin
control campaign, the story is. being treated as an exotic spy
thriller rather than the serious er.o·sion of ~ersonal political
freedoms and invasion of privac}' that it is. 4

In fact, these new networks were not strictly private. They
were frequently aided and abetted Ьу police agencies or
officers, and often had conhections to both domestic governmental spying and foreign inteШgence operations.
Major right-wing private intelligence operations\ today
include John Rees' lnformatio1) Digest, Фе International
Freedom Foundation, the Council for-Inter-American Security, Lyndon LaRouche's Executive Intelligence Review, and
Sun Myung Moon's Collegiate Association for the Research
of Principles. Тhеу identify individuals and organizations
associated with а particular issue, and then aщass as much
personal identifier information as possiЫe: address, phone
number, weight, Ыrth date, marital status, social security
number, щganizational memЬersblps, photograph, driver's
liceцse, auto license number, political data, etc.
Тhе ADL maintains another of these private spy operations, one wblch has particularly close ties to official resources, "FBI documents obtained under the Freedom of
Information Act show that special agents in charge of FBI
field offices throughout the nation were explicitly ordered Ьу
Bureau headquarters in Wasblngton, D.C. during the 1980s
to copperate with the ADL."27

The Prlvatlzatlon of Domestic·spylng
Domestic spying has а loцg history in the U .S. - only
slightly longer than фе practice of trivializing its social and
political consequences. During the 1970s, fallout from the
Watergate scandal and the death of J. Edgar Hoover (wblch
resulted in freeing some of bls secret Ыackmail files) briefly
focused media and pubiic attention on а formidaЫe legacy
of domestic political surveillance. Citizens and organiza~
tions, mostly on the left, felt encouraged to initiate legal and
political challenges to the spy operations that had been carried on for decades Ьу fe~eral, state, and local agencies. With
legal and monetary resources far less than those of their
opponents, they launched long and costly lawsuits and in
several cases won damages for denial of their constitutional
rights. 25 Other cases ended with settlement agreements stipulating that the surveilled parties Ье notified or that files Ье
Politlcal Spylng in San Francisco
destrpyed. In the process, media coverage helped raise puЫic
Тhе blstorical relationsblp between private and puЬlic spy
awareness of а massive and consistent pattern of violation of
efforts in San Francisco and the iцvolvement of ADL is
citizens' rights Ьу government.
unique only in that so much detail
Eventually some reforms were
has been exposed. In 1984, seekenacted. But wblle the new legising to avoid а repeat of the 1968
... translating the country's
lation, policy guidelines, and
Cblcago Democratic presidential
democratic ideals into а way of life
laws curtailed government politiconventioli 'fiasco, the SFPD
for а11 Americans since 1913.
cal surveillance, private political
generated masses of intelligence
spying increasingly filled the inon potential disrupters. Investitelligence gap.
gators targeted.95 groups including
At а time when estaЫished
the ACLU and Catholic Charities of
govemmental systems for moniOakland. When ACLU sought its
toring subversion have been cut
files in 1989, the SFPD declined,
back, these counter-subversive
claiming that the information
operations acquire special imporwould identify informers. 28
tance; they must continue the
Тhе SFPD-ACLU political tugdata collection and storage pracof-war and the media revelations
tices formerly shared with govhelped set the stage for several
ernmental agencies, intensify their own propaganda efforts,
reforms. 29 In 1990, the two groups ~ooperated to draw up
and- а new mission - promote renewed official involvenew surveillance guidelines. Тhese precluded police surveilment in surveillance and related activities directed against
lance of organizations not ex'plicitly engaged in.criminal acts
dissent. 26
and-barred investigation of individuals simply Ьecause they
belonged to а targeted organization. 30
24. April 25, 1993, was virtually thc; first"time the-New York Times covered
the ADL spy story with а piece essentiaily jn keeping with the ADL efforts at
damage control. The Times, like otherliewspapers, had frequently used theADL
as an infonnation resource and has cited "Jewish intelligence" sources."
25. SpanishActionCommitteeofChicago 11: CiJyoft:hicago, CaseNo. SO-C-4714
(ND.Ш" July2, 1984);Hohsonv. Wi~on,556·F.Supp.1157(DD.C,1982);Socia/ist
WorkersPartyv.AttomeyGenera~· U.S. 642 F. Supp.1357(S.D.N.Y"1986).
26. Frank J. Donner, The Age о/ Surveillaщ;e: The Aims and Methods of
America's Political Intelligence System (Ne\y York; Vintage/Random House,
1981), р. 414: quoted in Chip Berlet, "Communism in the U.S.: The Hunt for
the Red Menace," CovertAction, Number 31 {Winter 1989), р. 8.

32 CovertAction

21.·Examiner Staff Report, "Anti-Defamation League: А History of Collecting Data," SanFranciscoE:mminer, April 1, 1993.
28. Steve Burkholder, "Red Squads on the Prowl: Still Spying after All
These Уears," The Progressive, October 1988; р. 22.
29. Chicago had curЬed police spying almost а decade earlier after а lawsuit
Ьу surveillance targets. In 1980, Seattle had gone so far as to enact an anti-spying
ordinance, while efforts in Detroit to pass а similar ordinance were defeated
through the opposition pf Mayor Coleman Yoiing. ("Curbs on Police Spying,"
TheProgressive, October 1988, р. 21.)
30. San Francisco Police Department: Civil DisturЬance.Section Guidelines.
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ADL's response to the
police reforms seemed
bizarre for an organization
with а stated dedication to
civil liberties. Bitterly
denouncing Mayor Art
Agnos and Police Chief
Willis Casey, ADL Pacific
Regional Director Richard
Hirschhaut opposed Ьoth
the dismantling of the SFPD
Intelligence Unit and the
designation of San Francisco as а sanctuary for conscientious objectors. The
reform, he said, "creates а
climate that anything goes
in San Francisco. That climate can lead to serious
harm. It's dangerous."31
Тhе SFPD Intelligence
Unit did not completely
Rlck Rвlnhard
disappear. It changed its
The
ADL
survellled
demonstrations
llke
thls
pro-Palestinlan
march
ln
Washlngton,
D.C.,
1988.
name to the Civil Disturbance Section and added а
separate Hate Crimes Unit. Нirschhaut also opposed limiting
and worked cooperatively with federal, regional, state, and
local law enforcement officials. 34 That close relationship
the purview of this unit to gathering information on hate
facilitated Gerard's and Bullock's crimes.
groups only after а crime had Ьееn committed. "Before, а
External factors also precipitated ADL's violation of its
feeling or intuition about а group or organization could come
from some seasoned law enforcement officials because their
original principles: the post-World War 11 Cold War struggle
guy can tell something different about а hate group. None of
between the U .S. and the Soviet Union; and the creation in
that can happen now," he said. Ву giving tacit approval to all
1948 of an independent Jewish state dependent on Western,
protesters, he continued, the sanctuary declaration paved the
especially U.S" support.
way for anti~Semitic and anti-Israel sentiment. 32
On the first score, the U .S. government saw radical domestic movements, particularly the Communist Party, as а major
ADL's Mlsslon
subversive threat to national security. ADL's first known
ADL's vehement support for SFPD surveillance operations
involvement in the resultant repression of leftists came to
was an ironic betrayal of its original principles. Тhе Leag\Je's
light in hearings Ьefore а suЬcommittee of the U .S. House of
1913 founding charter defined its mission to oppose "the
Representatives in October 1947.35 Тhе hearings investidefamation of the Jewish People" and asserted that "its ulgated the authority ofthe Civil Service Commission to comtimate purpose is to secure justice and fair tteatment to all
pile an "investigators' leads file" containing "facts, rumor
citizens alike. " 33 Over the years, the League won widespread
and gossip bearing upon the views, opinions, and acts of
respect for its active support of civil rights and its vigorous
individuals who were neither federal employees nor appliopposition to racist segregation and white supremacy groups.
cants for positions coming under the jurisdiction of the Civil
Тhе gradual undermining of that broad mission is linked
Service Commission." Тhе result, charged Subcommittee
to both internal and external factors. From its very inception
Chair Clare Е. Hoffman (R-Мich.), would Ье "а most adADL sought acceptance Ьу, and alliance with, those in power.
miraЫe smear list" based on "hearsay." Hoffman indicated
It regarded "good working relationships" with the law enforthat the source of much of the information on alleged subvercement community as pivotal. Toward this end, ADL has
sives was the American Jewish Committee and the ADL. 36
openly participated in seminars and informational programs

31. Garth Wolkoff, "San Francisco Charged With Encouraging Hate,''
DetroitJewishNews, February 15, 1991.
32.Ibid.
33. Quoted in Leo O'Brien, American Jewish Organizations and Jsrael,
(Wa11blngton, D.C.: Institute for Palestine Studies, 1986).
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34. Bien and Hirschhaut, ор. cit.
35. U.S. Congress, House of Representatives, Subcommittee of the Committee on Expenditures in the Executive Departments, Investigators' Leads
File: Hearings Before а SuЬcommittee of the Committee оп Expenditures in the
Executive Departments, 80th Congress, lst session, October 3, 6, and 7, 1947.

36. lbid.,

р.
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Organizations Found in ADL Files

Вау ArN Тimes

Ca/endar Magazino (Gay)
Ca/ifomia Vo/ce
Campaign Against Aparthoid
Campus Реасе Comm.
Canadians lor Justice in the Middle East
Сарр Street Center
Сарр Street Foundation
Carpenters Local 22
Casa EI Salvador
Casa EI Salvador Mailing List
Centor for Con.Ututional Rights
Centor for Democratic Renewal
Center lor lnvestig.Uve Reporting
Centor lor Middle Easl Studies
Centor for the Study о! lhe Americas
Cent Amer. Resaarch lnstitute
Chair. Chicano Studies (U.C. Вerkeley)
Chop From the Тор
Church Network on the Philippines
Citizens for Representative Govemment
CoaliUon о! Black Trade Unionists
Commisslon ol lnquiry
Comm. Agвinst Lackheed D-5
Comm. for Academic Freedom in lsraeli-Occupied Tenitories
Comm. lor Equality and Justice
Comm. for Freedom in Argentina
Comm. for Реаоа and DemocraC'( in lran
Comm. for Perm. lsraeli.Palestinian Реаоа
CISPES
Clstur
Committee lo Free Geronlmo Pratt
Comm. to Support the RevcluUon in Peru
Communlst Party U.S.A.
Communist Worl<ers Party
Communlst Youth Brlgade
Community-Labor Coalition for
Social &Econ. Justice
Community United Against \llolence
Continuing the Реасе Dialogue
Contra Watch №wslonor
Copwatch
Council for the National lntorest
Council on Foreign Relations
CounterSpy
CovetfAction lnformation Виiletin
CovetfAction
Cuba Resource Group
Cuban lnformation Project
Delta Sigma Beta
Democratic Society о! America
Democratic Worl<ers Party
Dennis Banks Delense Comm.
DiaЫo Valley Реасе Center
Direct Action Against Racism
Doghouso №wslener
Downside Records
Dykes and Gay Emergency Response
Earth lsland Jnstitute
East Вау Womon for Роасо
EI Contro de Ja Raza

Вау

EI Тесо/о/е

ВoycottCoke

Emorgency Coalit for Palostinian Rights
Emergency Coalition to End War
Emergency Comm. to Stop Flag
Amendment
Endorser о! Proposition W
Fairness and Accuracy in Roporting
Fighting Васk
Filipino East Вау Network
Filipino Organization Coinm.
FMLN-FDR West Coast Repr~sontativo
Food First·
Food Not BomЬs
Froe S.A. Labor Comm.
Froodom for S.A. Rolugoes Campaign
Froedom for S.A. Relugeos Contor
Freedom Rising-Africa Solidarity Comm.
Freodom Road Socialist Org.
Froodom Socialist Party
Friends о! Nicaragua
Friends о! Yesh Gwl
Frontline
Frontlino Managing Ednor
Gay Amoricon lndians

Pinko
ActNow
ACTUP
Actlon for Anlmals
Adrlan 17
Afrlcan Black Studonts Org./S.F. Stato
Afrlcan Networl<
Afrlcan National Reparations Org.
Afrlcan People's Socialist Party
Afrlcan Pooplos Solidarily Comm.
Afrlcan Students Org.
Afrlcans Unltod for Progross
AFSCME Local 3218 (Vico Pres.)
AFSCME Local 3506
Aloxandria Assn. о! Human Rights
А!№саС'(

AJI Pooplos Congress
Alliance for Phillppine Conoarns
Allianca to Stop Flrst Striks
Allianca to Stop Polica AЬuss
Alllod Prlnting Tradas Council
Altomati"" lnformation Center
Amor-1-Can
Amorlcan Clvil LIЬertios Unlon
Amorlcan lndian Center
Amerlcan lndian Movomont
Amorican lndian Studont Org.
Amorican Мusllm Mission
Amorlcans for Реасе Now
Anarchist Collectl""
ANC Мeeting
Ang КаНрипап
Anti-Apartheid Comm./AFSCME
Anti-Mllitarlsm Comm.
Anti-Reclst Action
April 19th Comm. Agalnst Nazis
Arab Вaath Soclalist Party
Arab LesЫan Network
Armenlan National Comm.
Armenlan Peoples Мovement
Arms Control Research Center
Msts and llldeomaksrs Agalnst lhe War
~ts and Wrltors Out Laud
Msts Televlsion Асоавв
Aslan Law Ceucus
AudioArchives
Author о! Measure J
Вabylon Buming
Васk Country Actlon Networl<
Ваd Cop/No Donut
Вarticada /nlemaciona/
Вау AreaAnti-RaclstAction
Вау Area Coallt for Reproductivo Rights
Вау Area Frlends о! Chrlstic lnstitute
Вау Area Jewlsh Task Force on Cent Am.
Вау Area Nati. Conl. о! Black Lawyers
Вау Area Реасе Council
Вау Araa Реасе Navy
Вау Area Roportor
Area Vets Against War in Mid. East
ВееЬее Memorlal С.М.Е. Temple
Веn Under Construction Brlgade
Blg Mounlllin Native People's Support
Blr Zen Unlv. lnstructor
Вlack Conociousness Мovoment о! Azania
Black Fraedom Fighters Coalition
Black Men Unned for Change
Black Studles Department/S.F. Stato
Black United Fund
Вorlcuan Popular Army for Puerto
Rican lndependonca
Вoycott Shell Comm.
Breakthrough
Brlgada Antonlo Маоао
Brothers о! Afrlcan Desoant
Ви//еНп /п Defensв of Ma1Xism

Cetegories and narnos are ав thoy
appeared ln Gerard's and BUJock's flles (except abЬreviaUons).
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Gay and LasЬian LaЬor Allianco
Global Exchango
Global Options
Greon Giant Frozon Foods Workors Comm.
Graenpeoce
Group for Critical Study Colonial".
Guardian
Guatemala Naws and lnformation Bureau
Harvoy Milk Club
Hotol and Restaurant Employees 12
ILWU Local 6, Prosidont
ILWULocal 10
INCAR
ln Those Timos
Jndopondent Grooars Assn.
lnfo. Networl< Against War and Fascism
lnformation Sorvicos on Latin America
lnstituto dol РuоЫо
1nte ~aith Contor on Corporato
AccountaЫlity
lnto~aith

Task Forco on Cont Amor.
lner-Hernisphenc Educ.Uon Roscuroo Ctr.
lnti. Campaign to Froo Goronimo Pratt
lntomati. Comm. Agвinst Racism
lntomati. lndian Troaty Council
Jntomatl. Jowish Роасо Union
lntemati. Leaguo for Human Rights/
N. Amor. Chaptor
lntomati. Socialist Org.
lntomationalist Workors Party
lrish N.Uonal Ald
lrish Northorn Aid
lrish RopuЫican Socialist Comm.
/sraвli Foreign Affairs
·
lsraolis Agsinst Occup.Uon
Japanose-Amorican Citizons Loaguo
Jowish Comm. on tho Middlo East
John Brown Anti-Klan Comm.
КРОО Radio
KQED·ТV Board of Diroctors
KUNA
LaЬor Com m. on tho Middlo East
LaЬor for Роасо
LaЬor \lldoo
LAGAL
La Raza Coalition о! Berkeley
La Raza Unida
Latin Americs Support Comm.
Lavondor Мafla
Lawyors Comm. on Cent Amer.
Leaguo of Filipino Studonts
Loonard Poltier Allianoa Group
LosЫan Agonda for Action
LesЫans and Gays Against lntervontion
Liberation Suppon Movement
Libros Sin Frontoras
Lino 01 March
L.A. -Coalition Against U.S. lntorvontion
in tho Middle East

L.A. OЬservor
L.A. Student Coalition
MADRE
Maloolm Х Grassroots Movomont
Mandola Roception Comm.
Maoist lntornationalist Movomont
Marazul Tours
Mariposa Роасо Network
MllXist-Loninist Party
Modi• Rвview
Middlo East Childron's Allianco
Middlo East Comm. for National
Conforonce о! Black Lawyors
Middlo Easi Реасо Network
Midwost LaЬor lnstituto
MoЫlizstion Support Group
Modom Тimos Bookstoro
Mother Jones
Movimlonto de Agrupacion Popular
Movimionto Estudiantil Chicano
NABET Local 51/Exocutiw Board
NALC Local 214
Nall. Allianco о! Third Wond Jcurnalists
NAACP
National Call to Action
NaUI Coalition of Black LesЫans and Gays

Nall. Comm. Agains!Ropressivo Logislation
National Conforenoa о! Black Lawyers
National Forum о! S.A.
National Midwoek
National Org. о! African Studonts in N. Am.
National Rainbow Coalition
National Responso Comm./NBAU
National Studont Cent Am. Action Networl<
National Studont LоЬЬу
National Union о! Farmors
Natworl< о! AraЬ-Amorican Studonts
Network Solidarity with Chilo
New Afrikan Pooplos Org.
New Alliaпce Newspapor
New Allianco Party
New Amoricas Press
New Jowish Agonda
New Movomont in Solidarity with Puerto
Rico lndopendentistas
Nicaragua Cultural Centor
Nicaragua lnformation Centor
Nicaragua lnformation Contor Sullatin
Nicaragua lnterfaith Comm. Action
Nicaragua №twork· News
No Apologios/No Rogrots
No Businoss As Usual
No Justico, No Реасо
North Воу Anti-Rocist Action
North Star
Northem Califomia Ecumenical Council
Now Magazin~ Toronto (Canada)
NuromЬerg Actions
Oakland Education Association
О.С. Coalition for Роаса in tho
Middlo East
OCAW
OCAW Local 8149
Octobor 6 Justioa Project
Orogon Philippinos Concorns Comm.
OutO!Control Comm.
Outrago
Pacilica Foundation
Pakistan Democratic Comm.
Рап African Movemont о! tho U.S.
Partido Socialista Chilono
Partido Socialista Puenorriquono
Partisan Delenso Comm.
Patrico Lumumba Coalition
Paul Roboson Friendship Socioty
Реасо and Conflict Studiss
Реасе and Freedom Comm.
Роасо and Froedom Party
Роасо and Justico Com m.-School Board
Роасо and Solidarity Allianoo
Реасо and Solidarily Comm.
Реасо Са!о

Роасе Rosoarch Conter
Poople Agвinst Racist Torror
Pooplos Anti-War MoЫliz.Uon
Peoples Archnocture Collectlve
Pooplos Law Off1eo
Peoplos Parl<
Pooplos \lldeo
Pooplos World
Pershing Plowsheros
Philippino Organizing Comm.
Philippine Resourco Center
·Philippinos Human Rights Lobby
Plodgo of Resistanco
Plumbors and Fittors Local 393
Portland Cent Amor. Solldarity Comm.
Prison News Service
Projoct lmpact
Projoct National lntorost
РиЫiсЕуе

QuoorNation
Quinn Dofenso
Radical Film Collectlvo
Radical Womon
Rainbow Coalition
Rainbow Labby
Refuso and Rasist
Republic о! New Afrlka
Rovolutionary Books
Revolutionary Communist Party
Revolutionary Communist Youth Brigado
Revo/utionary Workor
Rovolutionary Workors Laague
Richmond Education Assn.
Roots Against War
San Fornando Volley Реаоа Coalition
San Francisco Вау Guardian

S.F. Coalition о! Labor Union Womon
S.F. LaЬor CounciVAFL-CIO
San Francisco Sontinel
S.F. Univ" LaЬor Studios
San Francisco Woek/y
S.F. Womon for Роаоа
SANE/FREEZE
SardaraЬs

Science for Nicaragua
SEIU Locel 535
SEIU Local 616
SorЫan Unily Congross
Sholl Boycott Comm.
Simon Wiosenthal Centor
Sister City Assn.
Socialist Action
Socialist Party Political Org.
Socialist Worksrs Party
Society о! ln'Ash El-U.S.A.
SOHRI Study Group (UC Berksloy)
So/idari/y
S.A. Forum
S.A Freedom Through Educsion FoundaUon
S.A. lntemati. Studont Congross
South Alrica's Workors Org.
South Вау Nicaragua Solidarity Comm.
So. Afncan LiЬoration Support Comm.
Southom Afrlcen Media Contor
Spartacus Youth Loaguo
Sparticist Leaguo
Stavons, Hinds & White, Attornoys
Stop tho U.S. War Machino Action Networl<
Student C11n. AgainstApartheid and Racism
Studont Pugwash
Studonts Against lnterwntion
Studonts Against lntorvention in Cont Am.
Students for Роасо in tho Porsian Gulf
SWAPO
SWAPOMoeting
Tass News Agency
ToamstersLocal 921, S.F. Toamstors
for а Democratic Union
Tocnica
Tho В/асk Scholar
Tho Data Conter
The Dazen-1 Foundation
Tho/rishman
Th• Nиd••r Rosister
Third Wond Rosouroas
Toronto Anti-lntorvontional Coalitlon
Trusteo, IAM Local 565 (Sunnyvalo)
UЫquitous

Uniflod Against Gonocido
Union del Banio
Union о! Democratic Filipinos
Union PuЬJications
Unitod Auto Workers
Unitod Auto Worl<ors, Local 119
Unitod Colors
Unitod Farm Workers
Unltod Front Agвinst Fascism
U.S. Anti-Apartheid Nвws/oUor
U.S. China Roviow
U.S. Comm. for Friendship with tho GDR
U.S.-CuЬa LaЬor Exchango
U.S.-Gronada Friendship Socioty
U.S, Out of S.A. Networl<
U.S. Роасе Council
U.S.-USSR F.riondshlp Soclety of S.F.
U.S.A. Movomont Bonning Aparthoid
Univ. о! Cal~" Berl<elO'{
UTU Local 1730
Vanguard PuЫic Foundation
Venoaremos Brlgado
\lletnem Voterans Action
llletnem News Agoncy
Villa Zopata Workors Comm.
Voico of tho Uprising
Washlngton. Offico on Alrice
WBAl-FM (Paciftca Foundation), New Yorl<
WoalhoПl!an Und"ground
Witness for S.A
Woman, lnc.
Womon Against U.S. lntorvontion
Women ln Black
Womon о! Color Coali~on Conter
Womon о! Color Resourco Projoct
Womons lnt LoaguoforPesco and Freedom
Workers World Party
Yos On W Comm.
Young Koroans Unitod
Young Koroans United о! S.F.
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Arab

AraЬ-Amoricon D

АrаЬ Вооk Conte~
Arab Peoplo's Са

Arab Raliof Fund
Studios Qu•
Rosearch &lni
Arab-Americon Un
АrаЫс Book СеnЦ
Bothlehem Assn.
Black Muslims
Comm. for а Demc
Comm. о! Corresp•
Council о! Arab·An
Dom. Front for 11'1
Palostine
Democr.Uc Pale~
Department о! N11
Studies
EI Fatah
Family Sponsc~rn1
Gon. Union о! Рао
lnst о! African-~1
1ran1an stud•nto
Jraqi lntolligenc О
lslamic Jlhad.
lslamic Socie~ ~ 1
lsraeli Civll R~h .~
JIFNAAssn.
АrаЬ

Кhilafah

Law in tho Sorvice
Masjid Al-lslam
Masqid Al-Saff Мо•
Mlddlo East J\Jsti•
Muslim Mutadh1~
Muslim Students~
Muslim StudenlsU
Nation ol lslam
National Ass~ ol~
National Lawy"(
Novombor 29th СО
Occupied Lard Fu1
Palostino Amoncar
Palostino Arab C~I
Palostino Arab F'1
Pe:lestino Dom""'
Palostino Humвn F
Palestino Solidllii
Palostino Womeos
Popular Frontfo1t\з
Palostino
Progressivo Musll
Sacred House ol[s
Union о! Palostin!
Association

ANC

А Movomont Bвnl
African National Q

AJI Alrican Poopl•
Party
All·African Studej
Altemative Educl
(SACHED)
Anglicon Chu1chl
RosponslЫli~

Anti-Aparthoid Со

Anti-Aparthoi~
Aparthold Воус
Art Against А

MstsAgainstдp

Вау Area Froe ~
Borl<oloy Anti-Ap
Canlcor Researol
Democratic Soci1
Donnis Brutus De
Evangolical Lulh1
Freo Moses Мау1
Journalist LA Тim
National NamiЫ1
Pan African Con1
Pan Africsnist С<
Pan-African Con1
Prвirio Firo Org•
S.A. Ecumonical
S.F. Anti-Apa!the
South African Sb
Southorn Afrlca 1
Univ. о! Calil. Di1

Right
DemocrsticClub
111!
::Oelllon
•Horl:eЬanon
uarterly/Мiddle East
'nfonnaUon Project
Un~ Graduates

,_
'""
1mcc111ic PelesUne
ospondence
·Мancsn Orgs.
lheUЬeratlon of
estlnlвD•Youth
~earEвstsm

"ShipProject
alellnlan Studen111
Amtlican Studles

1

й;;"

~'~~· Coun\y

Adolph Hltler Church
Ald andAbet
A/1rm/ng Cry
AlaNm
Alert
Amerfcan·Afrlkaner Unlon
Amerfcan Agrlcul1ure Movement
Amerfcan Challenge
Amerfcan ChrlsUan Мl~istry
Amerfcan Flrm
Amerfcan Front
Amerfcan Front Vlklngs
Amerfcan lmmlgraUon Cantrol
Founda&n
Amertcan 1ndependent Party
Amerfcan Ubarty Assn.
Ametlcan Msrcury
Amerfcan NaUonal Front
Amerfcan Nazt Party
Amerfcan Pistal and Rifle Assn.
Amerfcan Reslstence
American White SeparaUsta
Amerfcans for Con~Uonal Justice, lnc.
Americans for NaUonal Securi1y
America's DssUnyЛ-latt. Vldsc Network
Amerfca's Promise
America's Promlse Мlnistrfeil
Answsr
AnU-AЬortionlst

•iceolМan

Мosquo

1Uce Network
akkirunAssn.
s Aasn.
tsUnlon

of Ara~Amerfcans
raGuid
Comm.
·Fund
icanYoUih
Club
Fund
юrе11с You1h Org.
1П Rights Campaign
ari\yComm.
an'sQrv.
•1he UЬerafon of

11limAllisnce
>f lslam
lnlan Wcmen's

mnlng Aperlheld
.ICongress
>les Rev~uбonary

ent Conferance
cstion (RSA)

h Bd. ofSoclal

1у

Comm

~-~palgn
arthid

~ovemsnt

Р

~Ne\work

ch/S.A. FoNm
lalis1s of Amerfca
>efense Comm.
heran Church/S.A.
1yekiao Commlttee
mesOnS.A.)
la Concems
ngress

Ongress

ngrsss of Azania
anlzing Comm.
1 TaskForce
1ldComm.
udentCongress
МediaCenter

vestment Coali&n

Anti-Cathollc League
Antt-Raclst AcUan
AnU·Wiesel Letter
AnU·Zionlst
Applied Research
Arizona Кindrad
Arlzona Patriotв
Arizona Whlte Вsttalion
Arizona Whlts Вattalion Skinheads
AryanAwake
Aryan Brotherhood
Aryan ChrisUan Кnights
Aryan Federatton
Aryan ldentity
Aryan Nattonallst Church
Aryan NaUons
Aryan Naбons Brotherhood
Aryen Nattons Llberly Net
Aryan NaUons Report
Aryan Reslstancs Mo1111ment
Aryan Socialist Youth Party
Aryan Terrltarfal Alllance
Aryan Update
Atyan Wolfpack
Aryan Woman's League
Atyan Women United
Aryan Workara League
Aryan Youth Force
Aryan Youth Movement
AssemЫles of 1he Celled Out Ones
AssemЬly of Yahowah 1he Eternal
Assembly ot Yehweh
Assoclates for the Christian Ufe
Aubum Sklns
Baslc ВIЫе Church of Amerfca
Вау Area Patriots (JusUce Т/mes)
Beaverton Воо\ Воуе
ВiЫе Вeliever's Fellowshlp
Bible Educator Мinlstry
ВiЫе Study Group
Blble Truth Research
Blue Slx Sklnheads
Boer Fraedorn Мovement
Во Grltz for Presldent
BomЬerBoys

Brexas Foundstion
Buftalo Area Skinheads
BurЬank Punk Org.
CaJK. Нealth Cere Advocates
Calif. Whlte \llkings
Calvary Temple Bible Church
Canadian Alliance
Canadian Кnigh111 of the ККК
CASН/Romantlc \llolenoa
CВAВulletin

Center for Naбonalist Studies
Center for Study
Chs/cedon Report
Clicago Whlte \llklnga
Christian Amerfcan Advocates
Chrlstlan Amerfcan Reaearch L.eague
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Christian AnU-Communlst Party
Christian Atyan Patrio111
Chrfstian Вookstore
Christian Comm. to Teach Blble Law
Christian Conservative Churches of Am.
Chrfstian ConsulUng Со.
Christian Смаdе for TN1h
Christian Defense League
ChtlsUan Edlcator
ChtlsUan Forim Newslвner
Chrfstian Guard
Chrfstian Heritaga
Chrfstian Heritage Conference
Christian. ldentity Church
Christian ldentity Sklnhead
Chrfstian lsrael Covenant Church
Chrfstian lsrael Fellowship
Ch//stl•n Law .lo!Jmoi
Chrfstian Legol EducaUon Assn.
Chrfstian Outreech UЬrary
Chtis6an Patrlot Crusader
Christian Palrlo111 Defense Fund
Christian Patrio111 Defense Laague
Christian Patrlo111 God and Country Book
Chrfstian Research
ChrtsUan Sans of Uberty
Christian Task Force
Chrfstians for TN1h & Religious Freedoms
ChrlsUans оп Polrt News/ener
Christrnas Ster Church
Chrfst's Covenant Churctr
Chrfsfs Covenant People
Chrisfs ldenU\y Church
Church ot Elljah
Church ol lsrael
Church ot lsrael in 1he Wilderness
Church о1 Jesus Chrfst
Church ot Jesus Christ at Philadelphia
Church о1 Jesus Christ ChrlsUan
Church ot the Covenant, Sword and Ann
Church ot 1he Creator
Church ot the SwasUka
Church ot WAR
Church ot White Separalon
Citizens Bar Associaбon
Circile ВiЫе Study
CltlzensClaw
Citizans Councll
Citizens for Fraud-Frae ElecUons
Cltlzens for God and Country
Claremant lnsUtute
Club of Ufe (l..aRouche)
CODOH
Colorado Кindrad
Comm. for Americen/1960il
Comm. о!Теn Мillion
Comm. То Clean Up the Courts
Comm. ta Dsbats 1he Нolocaust
Comm. to Reexamine WWll
Comm. to Restore the ConstituUon
Common Totle Вond and Trust
Confederete Кlllghtsof America
Covenant Church ot Our Redeemer
Covenant Mlnistries
Covenant of Chrfst Church
Covenant of Jesus Christ
Covenant People's Advocate
Ctiminal Pdltlcs
CroaUan ·DsmocraUc Party U.S.A.
Смаdе Against Corruption
Dsvid Duka
Defender of 1he Amerlcan ConsUtuUon/54
Desert Fox Enterprfses
DssUny PuЫishera
East Slde Boot Воуs
East Slde Mafia
EastSlde Whlte Prlde
Editorfal Research Servlce
Electro·Magnstic Reseerch Center
Elochlm City
Euro-American Alllence
ExecuUve /r4et/lgence Revlew
Faith Sklns
Flrst Covenant Church
Focus
Force751
Foundation for Am. Christian Education
Fraternal Whlte Кlligh111
Fraterni1y of PreparaUon
Fraedom Тhrough Truth Foundaбon
Free Gennan Workara Party
Ghostrider

GLК Smlth Daner/1959
God's Plan for Good Hsellh Newslensr
Gospel FoundaUon
Gospel of Chrfst Кingdom Church
G0spel of 1ha Кingdom Mlsslon
Grand Dragon lndlana, Knlgh111 ККК
Greshem Aryan Resistance
Нammerhead/Young Blood
Нammer Sklns
Heartland WAR Director
Нeirs of. the Blesslng
НepziЬah Ranch
Нerftage Ubrary
Нosklns Report

Н.U.G. UЬarty

ldenU\y
ldenU\y/Amerfcan Covenant Church·
ldenU\y BapUst
ldenU\y Church
ldenU\y/Кlngdom Spir~
ldenUty/Кingdom Messenger

ldenU\y Study Group
lmpsrtal Order of the Black Eagle
lnsUtute for American Research
lnsUtute for Historical Review
lnternsti. Consplratological Assn.
/ntemaUona/ Моd Мonthly
.Jnternsti. Research lnsбtute/JBS
/ntemaUona/ Мoney/lne
lnvlsiЫe Emplre Кlligh111of1he ККК
lris~ RepuЫican Army
lrvine Values Coalition
lsrael ldentity Fellowshlp
Jackie's JuncUon
Jewieh Defense League
Jewish Defense Org.
Jews for Jesus
John Birch Socilely
Joppa Gospsl TaЬernacile
Joppa TaЬemacle Ministry
Кahane

Кingdom

Bible lnsUtuts
ChrlsUan Fellowship
Юngdom Cour/er
Юngdom

Кingdom ldenUtyМlnistries
Юngdom
Юngdom

Messenger
Seekers Mlnlstry
Tn11h Fellowship

NaUonol Socialist Frant
NS Кindred
NaU0nel Soclalist League
NaUonel Socialist Vanguard
Na&nel Soclallst Whlte Amerfcan Party
NaUonal Socialisl White Peoples Party
NaUonol Socialist Youth Corp.
NaUonal Stetes Rlgh111 Party
Н.Uonal Vмguard

NaUonel Whlte Awareness League
NaUonal Whlte Resistenoa Natwork
NaUonal Youth AllianceП1
Navadil Comm. of 1he States
New American Man
New Beginnlngs
New Chrlstian Crusade Church
New Covenant Christian Church
New Covenant Church
NewDown
New NaUonal, U.S.A.
NewOrder
Naw Order Lagion
News Seglnnlngs
NoonUde Press
Northern Нammersklns
Northern Press
Northem World
Northview AsesmЫy of God
Northwsst Knigh111 of 1he ККК
Northwsst Seperatls111
Northwsst Territory Кlligh111 ККК
Oklahoma Whlte Кnlgh111
ОМАGА

Opera&n Rescue
Organized Organizer
Outcalled of God
Расе

Расе Amendment

Panlc Org. (LaRouche)
Pasedena Gcepel Temple
Patriot Defense Fellowship Program
Patriotic Network
Patrio111 of the New Order
Patriots Researr:h Reports
People Concsrned About Today'1
Educaбon

Phoenlx Joumsl Express
Polarf Publications
Кu КluxIOan
Po/lsh Post fllgle
Ku Юuх Юаn #87
Polonlan
LaPorts Church of Chriet
Popullst AcUon Committee
LaRouche for President
Popwist Party/Carto
Las Vegas Sklnheads
Portland ВiЫе Study Group
Legal (Justlce Тlтев)
PosseComitatus.
Legion for the Survival ot Freedom
POWAR
Legion of 1he New Order
Pro American Press
UbertyLobЬy
Prophel/c Herald
Ubarty LоЬЬу Fat Cet
PUSH
Liberty Net
Raclal Loya~
LIЬarty TNsl
Radio Free America
LightЬ 0 arara о1 Jesus the Church
ReconsUtuted National P.arty
Llghthouse Healing Mlsslon
Redeem Our Country
Lords Covenant Church
Relchsklns
LA. Dsath Squad
Remarks
Los Ange/es Sentlnel
Remnant Church
М.А.С. and Compsny
Renaissance
Maliclous Or Воуs
RestoraUan Minlstries
MASH
Restoraбan of ВiЫе Church
McAJvany lntel/lgenca Adv/sor
Rockarema Records
McCslden Revlsionlst News/ener
Rocklin White Pride
Minneapolis Baldies
SACIO
Minlstry of Christ Church
Salem Sklns
Misslon ta lsrael
San Diego ldentity
Morr!lngslde Chapel
Seff·DetennlnaUon Comm.
MulttpllcaUon Unlimlted, lnc.
Seff Proclalmed lndenUs111
NaUonal Alliance.
Sharpsklns
Naбonal Aryan Front
Shepherd's Chapel, lnc.
NaUonal Aryan Skln Hseds
ShocBoy
National Assn. for Advancement of Whit& Skinhead Alliance
Pscple
Sklnhead Dogl!
NaUonal ChrisUan Church
Skinheads
Na~onal Dernocraбc Party
Sklns and Punks Agalnst Racism
N86onвl EdUl:slor
Soclallst Naбonal Frant
NaUonal Euro-American Sociely
Soldlers of lsrael
Naбonal ldenU\y Church
Sons of the Covenant
NaUonal JusUce FoundaUoil
So~th Eest Вооt Boys
NaUonal Кnights of the ККК
$ou1h Side Playera
NaUonal Media Services
Southern JusUce
NaUonal Org. for Whlte America
Southem Justice League
NaUonal Prayer Netwotk
Soulhern Whlte Кlligh111
NSDAP-AO
Spofflght
<NaUonal Socialist Dspt of PraserveUon
SS.AcUon Group
Кingdom

SS of America
Stone Кingdom Minlstries
Stop Нomosexual Advocacy ln
Educstion
Stop lmmlgreUon Now
Stop IRS Levy (JusUce Т/теi}
Strikвforca

Studen111 for America
Survival
Sword of Chrfst
TaxProtestм

Teuton/c Тlmes
The A/ermlng Cry
Тhе Amerfcen Яnn
Тhе Americen Freeman Assn.
Тhе Amerfcen Front
The Ametlcan /srae/ne Crus1der
Тhе Assembly of Jesus Chrfst
The 8/Ь/е Educator
Тhе Вох PuЫic Асееве Cynice
711е Chr/sU1n Guord
The Ciбzens Clsw
The Co/em1n Roport
The Connector
Тhе Final SoluUon
Тhе lllinols Кnlgh111 of the ККК
Тhе JuЬilee

Тhе ~ague of Раса Advocateв
Тhе Lord's Work, lnc.
Тhе Naw Order
Тhе Naw Paganlsm
711е OrtJ.r

The Olher Slde
The Patriot Revlew
Тhе Pure American Party
Тhе Regulatorв
Тhе

Servant
Southem Juslce
The Speaker News/eUer
Тhе Transvasl SepsraUsta
The Uprlght Ostrlch
Тhе Vlgilantes
Тhе Whlte Beret
Тhе Whlte Chчrch
Тhе Whlte Knigh111 ln the Heartland
Тhе Whlte Patriot
Тhе Whlte Warlords
Тhоr'в Hemmer Юndred, lnc.
Tradllonal Valuee Coali&n
United Юans о1 Amerlca
United Skins
Unlted Southem Skins
Unlted Whlte Worklng Class
Uni\y of Aryan Women
U.S. Sklns
U.S.A. Na&nallst Par\y
U.S.H.A.
Uteh Stete Guard
Vlklng Vlewpolnt
Volce of Uberty News/ensr
W.A.S.H.
Тhе

W.A.U./М.G.

WAR SubscripUan Ust
WARSklns
WARSklns, San Diego Un~
Westem Hammersklns
Whlte Amerlcan Political Assn.
Whlte Aryan Reslstence
Whlte Awareness
Whlte Camella Кnigh111 of the ККК
Whlte Chrlsttan Wornen
Whlte Кlllgh111 of 1he ККК
Whlte Uberalon Movement
Whlte NaUonalist League
Whlte Pscples Party
Whlte Point PuЬllshlng
Whlte Pride Skins
Whlte Student Patrlqt Unlon
Whlte Student Unlon
WhlteUni1y
WhlteUni1yParty
WhНe Wotid News/onsr
Whlte Youth Alllance
Woodbrook Chspel
Word of Christ Mission
Wyoming Кnlgh111 of the ККК
YoungЫood

Your Heritsge Church
Your Herftage Protec&n Assn.
Your Maine to Oregon /ntJ.pendent
/nformer
Youth !Ьr Hltter
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Rep. Fred Busby (R-Ill.) pressed Civil Service Commissioner Arthur S. Flemming:

Amoпg the docmneпts attached to the Joftes affidavit was а
letter from ADLNational Director Beпjamiп R. Epsteiп to Joftes:

Busby: Do you have any ~owledge as to who in your
organization contacts the Anti-Defatnation League... and
checks their files, and how often they go to their offices
and check their files for leads for your files?
F1emming: 1do not know, andl do not have suchinformation.
Busby: How does tbls information get into your files, then?
Flemming: There may Ье some contacts. In some instances
it may Ье puЫications.37

As you know, the Anti-Defamatioп League for many years

has maintaiпeda very important, confideпtial iпvestigative
coverage of Arab activities and propaganda.... Our informatioп, iп additioп to beiпg esseпtial for our оwп operations, has Ьееп of great value and service to Ьoth the U.S.
State Departmeпt and the lsraeli Governmeпt. АН data
have beenmade availaЫe to Ьoth countries with full knowledge of each that we were the source. 41

has become sп iпterпatioпal organizatioп eпgaged iп other
besides charitaЫe, religious" апd educatioпal activities. lt is по loпger пoп-profit. lt eпgages iп iпterпatioп
al politics апd more often than поt does the Ьiddiпg of the
Governmeпt of Israel. Its leaders make frequeпt trips to
Israel for iпdoctriпatioп and iпstructions. 1 had tried to
preveпt this change.... [1 have resisted] attempts Ьу Israeli
Zionists to dictate В'паi B'rith policy .'4°

Targetlng Crltlcs of lsrael and AraЬ-Amerlcans
As part of its goal of promotiпg Israeli iпterests, the ADL
has loпg sought to uпdermiпe support iп the U.S. for Palestiniaп and Arab rights. lt has labeled Arab-American and
pro-Arab groups as either а "mouthpiece of the PLO" or in
the рау of petro-dollar goverпmeпts. 42
Critics of lsraeli policy, includiпg Noam Chomsky, were
targeted for iпvestigatioп. Тhе MIT professor's lSO·page
dossier iпcluded articles, letters, and statements Ьу апd about
him. Chomsky coпcluded that his talks are regularly monitored апd that ADL used its files in а "coordiпated effort to
discredit or couпter" critics oflsraeli policies. 43
Iп November 1983, the ADL circulated to many campus
Jewish leaders а secret list of campus groups and of academics апd other professioпals iпvolved iп Middle East
studies. Stamped "Coпfidential," the Ыacklist was
accompaпied Ьу а letter from ADL New England birector
Leoпard Zakim deпouпciпg their contribution to the "alarmiпg iпcrease iп aпti-Semitic iпcidents апd anti-Israel
propagaпda." Оп November 30, 1984, the Middle East
Studies Association passed а resolutioп protestiпg the "creatioп, storage or dissemiпation of Ыacklists, enemy lists" ot
surveys that call for Ьoycottiпg iпdividuals or for iпtimidat
iпg scholars. Jeffrey Ross, the League's Natioпal Director o_f
Campus Affairs, called the list "an unfortuпate iпcideпt that
would поt Ье repeated," but reaffirmed ADL's commitmeпt
to collect апd dissemiпate iпformation on anti-Semitic апd
aпti-Zionist activities. 44
More worrisome to Arab-Americans was the revelatioп iп
the 1970s that ADL was collectiпg data on Arab-Americaп.
political activity апd providiпg it to the FBI оп а regular
basis. Moreover, accordiпg to а former high Israeli iпtel
ligeпce official, the U.S. апd lsrael regularly traded iпforma
tioп оп Arabs, iпcludiпg u.s. citizens liviпg iп the u.s. 45

31. Jbid., р. 22.
38. George Cothran and Peter Hagerty, "Spies (or Zion," Sап Franci,sco
Weekly, April 28, 1993.
39. O'Brien, ор. cit.; Amold Foster and Benjamin Epstein, Тhе New AntiSemitism (Ne\v York: ADL, 1974). Foster was ADL general counsel; Epstein
was ADL national director.
·
40. Saul Е. Joftes v. RabblJay Каиfтап, U.S. District Court for the District
of ColumЬia, С.А No. 3271-67, рр. 3, 7, 8. Affidavit filed in а 1970 employment
·
termination lawsuit.

41. Jbid. Тhе July 7, 1961 letter was written as part of а request to the
lntemational Council ofB'nai B'rith for а$25,ООО grant to сапу on these activities.
42. George White, "Detroit's Atab-American Community: Тhriving and
Active," Christian Science Monitor, January 5, 1982; and lrving Spiegel,
"Jewish Unit Asserts Atabs Run Big Drive Against Israel in U.S"" New York
Times, November7, 1975.
·
43. Naseer Н. Aruri, "Тhе Middle East on the U.s. Campus," The Link(New
York), Мay-June 1985, рр. 5-6.
44. Colin Campbell, "Мiddle East Scholars Upset Ву List," New York
Times, January 30, 1985.
45. David Young, "Atabs in U.S. Accuse FВI of Spying on Them," Chicago
Тribune, July 13, 1975.

No matter how the government obtained the files, it is
clear that, as far back as 1947, ADL had Ьееn collecting
names of alleged subversives which were used in anti-communist repressions.
Spying extended to leaders of the civil rights movement
in the 1960s. Henry Schwartzchild, who workedin the ADL
puЬlications department between 1962 and 1964, reported
that the ADL had spied on the Reverend Martin Luther Кing,
Jr. on behalf of the FBI.38

Redeflnlng Anti-Semitism
Тhе founding of the State of Israel and, even more so, the
1967 Мiddle East War chaпged ADL's view of its missioп.
Prior to World War 11, the League focused оп domestic issues
and "historically distaпced itself from the issues of lsrael and
Zionism." Uпtil 1967, it supported lsrael without makiпg tliat
couпtry ceпtral to ADL policy or Jewish ideпtity. Тhеп, ADL
philosophy became: "Anti-Zionism equals anti-Semitism,"
i.e., "criticism of lsrael reflects inseпsitivity to Americaп
Jews апd constitutes а form of aпti-Semitism." 39
This change iп missioп sparked iпternal oppositioп. Saul
Е. Joftes had Ьееп ап officer of В'паi B'rith, ADL's pareпt
organizatioп, for 25 years. Mter he was fired as Executive
Secretary of the Iпterпatioпal Couпcil of the В'паi B'rith iп
1970, he lamented that В'паi B'rith
thiпgs
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Тhis collaboration continues and has resulted in harassment of Arab-Americans. After the ADL provided information to the federal authorities on seven Palestinian men and
one Kenyan woman living in California, the targets were
rounded up in dragnet arrests and charged with violating the
McCarran-Walter ·provision of the Immigration and Nationality Act or other technical violations of their immigration
status. While this case generated а consideraЫe amount of
media criticism of the government's attempts to use the
immigration law for political pu~oses, very little appeared
about the ADL's role in the case. 4

lsrael and the ADL Mission

1
1

1'
1

Тhе disclosure of Bullock's and Gerard's secret files,
dramatic as it is, simply spotlights ADL's well-estaЫished
pattern of information gathering. This case provides indisputaЫe evidence of ADL's inappropriate relations with
official intelligence and police organizations.
The San Francisco revelations have galvanized puЫic
outrage. Many individuals and groups are demanding the
release of all files and а full and impartial investigation of
possiЫe criminal wrongdoing. Activists attending packed
meetings of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors and the
Police Commission suspect that the SFPD has been consistent. ly flouting its own guidelines Ьу conducting or abetting
illegal spying.
Ninety organizations, including CovertAction, have asked
the National Lawyers Guild ( also а target of the spying) to
obtain their files. А group of 19 people and groups opposed
to apartheid or lsraeli policy in the Occupied Territories have
launched а class action suit charging Gerard, Bullock,
Нirschhaut, and the ADL with violating California laws Ьу
collecting and disseminating confidential information. 47
Arab-American groups are working particularly hard to
bring the case to natio.nal attention and to challenge the SFPD
to conduct а vigorous investigation. Hundreds of individuals
have sent in notarized requests for their files. Many more
around the country are trying to determine if their local police
department exchanged information with the ADL on ArabAmericans in their communities. Тhе targeted groups are
concerned that political considerations and hardball puЫic
relations efforts Ьу the ADL will force San Francisco law
enforcement officials to downplay criminal wrongdoing Ьу
the ADL and its staff. 48
Never before has the close collaboration of а private
political spy network with regular law enforcement officials
been exposed to the degree that it has here. Тhе implications
are enormous. Many individuals and organizations have. given support to ADL and what it purported to stand for: com-

bating racism and religious hatred and sensitizing Americans
to discrimination. These same groups now find that they were
targets of ADL spying and that Ьу supporting ADL, they
were, in effect, supporting secret surveillance on themselves.
ADL's cooperation with federal, state, and local police agencies which spied on progressives has damaged hopes for а
broad-based civil rights coalition and agenda. Because of
their past experience with ADL on Palestinian and ArabAmerican issues, Arab-Americans especially have reacted
with fear and distrust.
ADL's response has been to defend its methods, downplay
its role, and lash out against its critics. When ADL National
Director Abraham Foxman went on а damage control tour of
West Coast media offices and Jewish organizations, he denounced ADL critics as "anti-Semitic, undemocratic, and
anti-American."bastards." 49 In light of consistent stonewalling and attacks, it is perhaps unrealistic to expect ADL to
acknowledge officially and forthrightly its wrongdoing, to
confine future information gathering to legitimate areas, and
to end its dissemination of information on Arab-Americans
and others.
What is required then is а carefully thought out and organized program of informational campaigns, lawsuits, organized puЫic pressure, and condemnation from leaders of
all sectors of society to place offenders on notice: The abuses
of private/puЬlic political surveillance will not Ье tolerated.
Тhis effort is а challenge that faces Arab-Americans, antiapartheid activists, and progressives. It is also а challenge for
those ADL members and supporters who believe that the
ADL mission does not include political spying.
•

49. Garth Wolkoff, "ADL chief lashes out at critics, press, D.A.," Jewish
Мау 7, 1993.
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46. Ron SоЫе, "Deportation Bid in Arab Case Focuses on Magazines," Los
Angeles Times, February 17, 1987.
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Corey Weinstein
Eric Cummins
come social control tools to manage the nation's
disposaЫe populations. OstensiЫy designed to
control disruptions, punish inmates, and break up
prison gangs, these new facilities actually engender more violence. Ву exploiting racial tensions, they are deepening the already profound
' fissures in the U.S. social order. The rage they
spawn is unleashed first on the prison yard and
then onto the puЫic streets when the prisoners
are paroled. This prison system makes visiЫe, .
through the still-smoking embers of South
Central L.A" the tinderbox we are creating for
the 21st century.
With imprisonment rates towering grimly
over those of the most infamous police states such as South
Africa and the People's RepuЬlic of China, the United States
in 1992 leads the world in putting its people behind bars. Тhе
number of U .S. prisoners - over one million - has douЬled
since 1980 and tripled since 1970, with ethnic minorities
forming а growing percentage of the inmate population. 1
The U.S. has nourished this social crisis Ьу abandoning
the goal of rehaЬilitation touted from the 1950s through the
1970s, and turning to high-tech dungeons that violate basic
standards of human decency and international law. 2 Arecent
survey Ьу the Federal Bureau of Prisons found that 36 states
now operate some form of super-maximum security prison or
unit within а prison. 3 These "maxi-maxi" prisons have ЬеCorey Weinstein, MD, is the co-director of the Pelican Вау Infoпnation
Project, board member of the California Prisoners Rights Union, and chair of
the Jail and Prison Health Committee of the American PuЫic Health Association.
Eric Cumrnins is а writer and Jecturer at San Jose State University. His book
The Rise and Fall of the California Radical Prison Movement (Stanford, Calif:
Stanford University Press) will Ье puЫished in Winter 1993.
1. National Institute ofJustice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, Washington, D.С., 1991.
2. In 1991, Human Rights Watch issued Prison Conditions in the United
States. Findings were based on а review of27 penal institutions, the Jast 8 years
of prison litigation, and interviews with experts and joumalists. The report
documented "numerous hщnan rights abuses and frequent violations of the U.N.
Standard Мinimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners." ("Prison Conditions
in the United States," Human Rights Watch, New York, N.Y., р. 4.)
3. WardChun:hill,CagesofSteel (Washington,D.C.:Мaisonneuve, 1993), р.140.
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The California Model
Jn the race toward mass imprisonment, no state has outdone California, the nation's leading jailer. Home to 11
percent of the U.S. population, California incarcerates more
people than any other state, has more than twice as many
inmates in its j ails as any other state in the country, and holds ·
an astounding 20 percent of this country's juvenile prisoners.
From 1982 to 1990, while spending for schools and other
social programs was savagely reduced; funding for the state's
prisons soared 359 percent, douЫing the number of prisons
and tripling the number of prisoners. 4
California also leads the trend to isolate prisoners in high
security prisons with special control units. Security Housing
Unit (SHU), Level IV, maximum security, administrative
segregation, and other high security cells housed about 10
percent of the California Department of Corrections (CDoC)
prisoners in 1991. 5
In the seven prisons recently opened or scheduled for
opening in California, 25 percent of the cells are high security

4. "More Prisons Don't Create а Safer Society," San Jose Mercury News,
February 8, 1990.
5. Weekly Report ofPopulation, Youth & Adult Correctional Agency, State
of Califomia, January 31, 1993. Seventy percent of planned prison construction
for the 1990s is for medium and maximum security prisons.
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witb 750 SHU cells and 3,000 more maximum security cells. 6
Тhis allocation ensures that punitive warebousing will rem~n the. function of prisons well into the future.

lsolatlon and Vlolence
In 1989, the CDoC unveiled its state-of-the-art weapon
against crime: а 1,056-cell SHU at Pelican Вау State Prison
near Crescent City. Within the main unit, the X-shaped SHU
is а high-tech replica of the nation's earli~st prisons which
featured solitary cells. Тhese Ыеаk grey torture cbambers are
now sbowcased nationwide as а 21st century prototype.
As with its 18th century ancestor, the key to control within
the SHU is to minimize human contact andmaximize sensory
deprivation. А Pelican Вау SHU inmate is guaranteed at least
22-and-a-half hours of Ыеаk confinement. Almost half of the
cells, designed for one prisoner, are now overcrowded with
two men per cell. Тhе SHU prisoner has little or no face-toface contact with others - not even with guards, who have
been largely replaced Ьу round-tbe-clock electronic surveillance. Тhе inmate sits in а windowless cell with а pouredconcrete sleeping slab, immoЬile concrete stool, small
concrete writing platform behind а thick, honeycombed
steel-plated door. Guards monitor him from control booths
with video cameras and communicate through speakers. А
SHU prisoner never sees the light of day. Не may not decorate
his white cell walls. Не has no job, educational classes,
vocational training, counseling, religious services" or communal activities. No hobbles are permitted to help pass tbe
time. The prisoner eats in his cell from а dinner tray passed
through а slot in the door. Once а day Ье may exercise alone
in а small, indoor, bare "dog walk" witbout exercise equipment, toilet, or water. Не is strip-searched before and after
this strictly monitored exercise. Because еасЬ of the 132
eight-cell pods bas its o.wn exercise area, this procedure is
more а ritual of humiliation than а security ·precaution.
Whenever а prisoner is moved from place to place, Ье is
bandcuffed Ьefore exit from his cell, shackled hands to waist,
hobЬle-cbained ankle-to-ankle, accompanied Ьу two guards,
and observed on video monitors. 7
Isolation is strictly enforced. Тhе eight-cell pods are unconnected. Тhе eight to twelve prisoners within each pod
cannot pass anything from cell to cell or communicate easily.
Even tbe tier tender, а SHU prisoner who sweeps tbe pod
walkways, is not allowed to speak to anyone as he passes the
cells.
Outside communications are also tightly controlled. Prison authorities delay mail for weeks, withhold it for trivial or
inconsistent reasons, and open privileged attorney-client
communication. 8 Televisions and radios are availaЫe for
purchase, but since the TV brings in six Colorado саЫе

reduced within the SHU, the level of physical and mental
abuse perpetrated Ьу guards against prisoners is extreme.
Minor offenses, such as refusing to return а cup in protest of

6. 1991-1996 Facilities Master Plan, California Department of Coпectiom
document, April 1991, Section 3.
7. While Pelican Вау prisoners are all male, the Central California Women's
Facility near Chowchilla, California has its own small modern SHU.
8. Weinstein interviews with prisoners; also cited in lawsuit Madrid v.
Gomez, Case No. С-90-3094 (ГЕН) in U.S. District Court California.

9. Letter sent Ьу "Вooks to Prisoners" to prisoners. Pelican Вау lnformation
Project ~BIP). PBIP (2489 Мission St., #28, San Francisco, СА 94110) has
conducted two investigative tours interviewing inmates, prison staff, visitors, and
Crel!cent City residents. Тhose tours and the continuing investigation and monitoring of PelicanBay SHU conditioпS providemuch of the information forthis article.
10. Steve Selke, "Prison Staff Thinks Кilling Was а Gang Hit," Тriplicate
(Grescent City), September Н. 1992.
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stations and the radio only gets local stations, prisoners have
а hard time getting bometown or even general California
news. Severe restrictions on books prompted the Seattlebased Books to Prisoners to protest, "We're unaЫe to send
books in there, and it's extremely frustrating to have to tell
prisoners 'Sorry.' "9
Guards and administrative staff also restrict news and leak
false information to the media. In the late summer of 1992,
for example, after а prisoner was murdered Ьу anotber inmate
at Pelican Вау, prison staff tried to deflect an investigation
Ьу Ыaming gang drug wars. 10

The Sllence of the Cells
CDoC authorities defend the near absolute control of
communications and environment as necessary to suppress
violence. And while inmate-to-inmate violence is certainly

Pelican Веу lnformation Project

lnslde а SHU pod: ln thelr only tlme out of the cell, prlsoners
are allowed to exerclse once а day ln thls stark "dog walk."
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lnmates at San Franclsco county )all. From 1980-90, prison population lncreased 130 percent.

cold coffee or declining to attend an optional hearing, can
result in "cell extraction." In this brutal procedure, а team of
six to eight guards in combat gear - with face visors and riot
shields - often shoots and wounds the prisoner with а pellet
gun and then with а taser stun-gun before opening the cell
door. Once the door is open, the guards rush inside, beat the
prisoner, and fully restrain him with chains. Once restrained,
the inmate is often beaten again, and then left hog-tied for
hours in the corridor or а cell. 11
Verbal harassment is another common form of abuse.
Guards taunt prisoners with threats, denial of simple requests, or Ьу boasting about their latest beating. Тhе largely
Latin-American (approximately 59 percent) and AfricanAmerican (approximately 23 percent) SHU population complain that the predominately white guards also commonly
direct racial slurs against them. 12
Faced with constant harassment, sensory deprivation, and
isolation, some prisoners become enraged and aggressive.
Others retreat into themselves, choose to sleep most of the
day, refuse exercise, stop writing to family and friends, and
turn on their lights only to get food or medication. Some enter
а private world of madness, scream incessantly in their cells,
and even cover themselves with their own feces. This psychological decay is worse for prisoners who cannot afford а
state-issued Т. V. or radio. The often confused and delusional
prisoners who are on psychiatric medication and housed in
what is called _the "ding-Ыock" are victims of an even higher
frequency of abuse.
11. PBIP investigation, 1991-92.
12. Weinstein interview, CDoC
State Prison, April 22, 1992.
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The devastating consequences of long-term solitary confinement are predictaЫe and well-documented. In his 1980
study at Walpole, Massachusetts prison, Dr. Stuart Grassian
confirmed the impact of isolation. Prisoners developed:
vivid hallucinations of sight, sound, smell and touch; dissociative features including sudden recovery 'as from а
dream' with amnesia for the events of the psychosis;
agitation and motor excitement with aimless violence;
delusions, usually described as persecutory. 13
Grassian's study suggests an ominous self-fulfilling
prophecy: SHU will drive men mad, predispose them to
violence, and thus legitimize their solitary confinement.
Snitch, Parole, or Dle
Тhе lnstitutional Classification Committee at Pelican Вау
- essentially а kangaroo court - decides which prisoners
are confined in the SHU. Тheir decisions range from vindictive to arbltrary, and are often based on vague information
from confidential informants. Some SHU inmates have attacked guards and participated in fights (often after deliberate provocation), or have been caught with weapons. 14 Other
13. Stuart Grзssian, "Psychopathological Effects of Solitary Confinement,"
AmericanJournal of Psychiatry, November 1983, р. 1450. This study ofmen
housed at Walpole also documents effects going back to 19th century Germany.
14. Тhroughout 1988 and 1989, just before the opening of Pelican Вау, an
unprecedented number of fights occuпed at the California State Prison at
Corcoran near the city of Fresno in the Central Valley. Prisoners housed in the
Corcoran SHU (which still serves as а lesser SHU with 750 cells) reported that
prison authorities exacetЬated fighting in the yard Ьу releasing known enemies at
thesame time and penпitting unequal numЬers of rival gang memЬers to "exercise"
together. Тhеу set up prisoners Ьу putting enemies in the same cell, housing
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prisoners are consigned to the SHU as punishment for
Inmates released from SHU are automatically assumed to
exercising their legal rights, such as filing suits against the
have gotten out because they snitched. Retaliation against
CDoC or engaging in political activity and resistance. Still · inmates suspected of complicity has helped give В Yard (the
others were simply in the wrong place at the wrong time.
exercise area in Pelican Bay's adjacent 2,200-man maximum
In about half the cases, however, the decision to send а
security section) the reputation as the most violent in California's 106,000-person prison system. Guards reported 67
man to а SHU is based on а. charge of gang affiliation or
membership. 15 Consistent with the CDoC's intent to make
stabblngs there in а single three-month stretch during 1992.18
the Pelican Вау SHU its first-line weapon against prison
In 1993, one inmate died and 21 were injured in Pelican Bay's
gangs, all gang-linked inmates receive an indeterminate senlargest gang fight to date, involving 23 men. 19
tence. Once linked to а gang, the prisoner's only hope for
"The way the system works," said one Pelican Вау
release from the SHU is to snitch, wait to Ье paroled, or die.
prisoner, "is that the guards run it. Prisoners have no more
Snitching requires that а prisoner confess violations of prison
power. Back in '84 to '85, prisoners had power, they ran the
rules to the Criminal Activities Coordinator and implicate
prisons, and the guards had to t~eat prisoners with respect.
gang members in illegal acts. Since it is illegal, even in
Тhat's all changed because of Pelican Вау. Now you have to
wartime, to isolate а prisoner to .extract information, tbls
snitch to get any favors at all, even а phone call. Snitch or
policft violates not only U.S. law but the Geneva Convenstay here [in SHU). Тhis is an atmosphere of total fear." 20
tion. 6
Тhе SHU prisoner with an indeterminate .sentence is in an
Rehab and Race
untenaЫe situation: If he snitches, he Ьecomes а target for
Pelican Вау as prototype prison of the future is а clear
retaliation Ьу those he implicates and must betQme а regular
repudiation of the "treatment era" prison. What is more, its
informant to maintain the protection of the guards. SНU inmates
misguided efforts to control gangs and violence in CDoC Ьу
who choose not to snitch or have no information to trade for
returning to the tortures ofthe pre-treatment past have backfreedom remain confined indefinitely. Others use snitchfired and made Pelican Вау an extraordinarily violent place.
ing to their advantage Ьу falsely accusing enemies ofbeing
Тhе forces that sent the rehabllitative model to an early grave
gang members, and recruit new inmates into gaпgs Ьу
are complex. Perhaps the most important component-the
threatening to snitch. Many who are pressured into snitchracial inequity that pervades society-is reflected in the
ing just try 10 name the lone wolf, the mentally unstaЬle,
justice system, and then reproduced in prison.
the individual entrepreneurs (inmates who sell drugs, sex7
condoms, collect debts, etc.) or anyone too weak to retaliate. 1
Source for graphs: М. Мauer,Americans BehindBars: Опе Year Later, Тhе
sщneone with а mentally-ill prisoner, or announcing а prisoner's crime of rape
or child nюlestation. Тhе guards then often stood Ьу and watched the inevitaple

clashes, called "cock fights," as if they were sporting events. Prisoners allege
that the cock fig'1ts-often directed against Latino -American prisoners-were
instigated to "prove" that the Con:oran SHU was inadequate and to justify
transfer of prisoners to the newly-constructed Pelican Вау SНU. (Prisoners
Rights UnionofCalifornia, Sacramento, Calif., 1988-89.)
15. Шlependentinvestigationby PВIPЬmedoninteIViews andavailaЬle roste.r lists.
16. Nigel Rodley, Тreatment о/ Prisoners Under lntematwnal Law (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1987) р. 359.
17. Catherine Campbell, "А House of Cards, А Pack of Lies: Pelican Вау
Debriefing," The California Prisoner, December 1991.
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Sentencing Project, Washington, D.C., 1992.
18. PBIP interviews with guards and reporters during 1992 investigative visit.
19. "Prison Fight Involves 23 in Level 1," Тriplicate (Crescent aty, Calif.),
January 23, 1993.
20. Weinsteininterview, August 1992, San Francisco. An ex-political prisoцer
who served many years in the federal system Ыames the 'high-tech security
innovations such as electronic surveillance for the increased brutality. Fonnerly,
he explains, prisoners and guards in maximum security prisons shaцid spac.e and
depended for their peisonal safety on а mutually undeistood, negotiated реас.е
which allowed both groups to сапу out their daily activities. Screened Ьу hightech security and authorized to piinish and incapacitate prisonets, Pelican Вау
guards now have no such restraints and, as а consequence, the physical and
psychological aЬuse they deliver is extreme and routine.
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Lawsuit Challenges Terror
Shortly after the Pelican Вау SHU opened in
late 1989, prisoners sent out an avalanche of
letters complaining about the conditions. Within
months jailhouse-lawyer suits were being sent to
the Federal District Court alleging cruel and unusual punishment. So compelling and numerous
were the legal documents that presiding judge
Thelton Henderson asked Wilson, Sonsini,
Goodrich and Rosati, а large Palo Alto law firm, to
review the 250 suits and prepare а class action
civil rights suit.
Madrid v. Gomez will come to trial in the summer of 1993. lt alleges that conditions at Pelican
Вау violate the 1st, 6th, 8th, and 14th amendments of the U.S. Constitution.
Particularly egregious is the lack of medical
care: Even in crises such as acute appendicitis,
prisoner-patients have been examined through
the cell door or food port, if at all. Spanish language translation is not provided despite the high
number of Spanish-speaking prisoners. Psychiatric care is inadequate, and prisoners suffering
from severe psychiatric disorders are treated as
disciplinary proЫems and thrown naked into the
Violence Control Unit - а strip cell with а plastic
cover on the steel door. Prisoners who engage in
persistent violent and irrational behavior have
been chained to their toilets for days and forced
to eat like dogs, lapping food from their trays.
The suit further alleges that the administration
fails to investigate and discipline guards for violations such as staff use of force, routine cell extraction, and hog-tying for alleged rules infractions
which either did not occur or did not warrant the
level of violence used. Guards use а "shoot to kill"
policy when breaking up fights in the В Yard,
adding to the atmosphere of fear and violence in
the yard.
Further, Pelican Вау officials are charged with
reading confidential legal mail, mishandling legal
and personal mail, and denying access to the law
library and legal assistance. Prisoners are improperly classified as gang members and subjected to unfair hearings. The suit challenges the
entire "snitch, parole, or die" policy and characterizes Pel ican Вау as а "system of terror, deprivation, and isolation" which constitutes "cruel and
unusual punishment.'"

* Madrid v. Gomez (#С-90-3094), ор. cit.
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Prisons are increasingly and disproportionately non-wblte,
with the Pelican Вау SHU particularly targeting LatinoAmericans. Wblle only about 15 percent of the state population, in 1992 Latinos make up 37 percent of the CDoC
prisoners and 59 percent of the Pelican Вау SHU population.21 One rumored explanation for this dramatic discrepancy in the SHU is that in 1989 just before РВ was opened,
officials at Folsom Prison cut а deal with African-American
gangs: If they would control yard violence at Folsom, rival
Latino gangs would Ье transferred to Pelican Вау. 22
The percentage of Ыacks in California prisons also far
exceeds their representation in the population (see р. 41) and
the pattern goes back decades. Around World War 11, а
disproportionate number of African-Americans-many of
whom migrated to California for jobs in the aircraft and
shipbuilding industries-ended up in prison. Ву 1970,
African-Americans made up only 7 percent of the state's
population, yet prisons were 29.8 percent Ыасk. Ву 1993, in
the U.S. as а whole, African-American men suffered an
incarceration rate of over 3,000 per 100,000, six times the
national average. South Africa was аЫе to maintain apartheid
at the much lower rate of 729 per 100,000. 23
At every stage in the justice system-arrest, pre-trial
hearing, conviction, sentencing, classification hearing during
imprisonment, and parole hearing-California's AfricanAmericans and other minorities received harsher penalties
than whites. 24 At the same time, no other group of prisoners
showed more rage at the persecuting macblnery of the state
than California's Ыасk inmates. In the early 1950s, in the
relatively freer atmosphere of the "treatment era" prison,
Ыасk prisoners began to seize and dominate the state's prison
yards as а means of fighting segregation and reversing their
position at the bottom of the convict caste system. As the
1950s Civil Rights movement heated up outside the walls,
the Nation of Islam mounted а nationwide prisoner recruitment drive wblch made it the movement's in-prison arm. Ву
1960, the Nation had 65,000-100,000 . members, many in
prison. 25 Although the group originally advocated submission to authority, prison officials overreacted. They banned
the group, broke up Muslim meetings, and segregated militants in solitary cells called Adjustment Centers (ACs). These
ACs were predecessors to the SHU.
21. Weinstein interview, CDOC PuЫic Information Office, Pelican Вау
State Prison, April 22, 1992.
22. Unsubstantiated letters to Prisoners Rights Union, 1989.
23. AJan Ryan, "Preparing for the Twenty-First Century Blues," New York
Review of Books, Мау 13, 1993, р. 23.
24. Many researchers have noted the ways in which U.S . criminal justice
has codified and perpetuated the wrongs of the culture at large. See R.L.
McNeeley and Carl Е. Роре, eds" Race, Crime and CriminalJustice (Вeverly
Hills, Calif.: Sage PuЫications, 1981); Robert Staples, "White Racism, Black
Crime, and AmericanJustice: An Application ofthe Colonial Model to Explain
Crimeand Race," Phylon, Vol. 36, No.1, March 1975, рр . 14-23; Gary G. Koch
and Stevens Clarke, "The Influence of Income and Other Factors on Whether
Criminal Defendants Go То Prison," Law and Society Review, Vol. 2, No. 1,
Fall 1976, рр. 57-93; Leo Carroll and Margaret Е. Mondrick, "Racial Bias in
the Decison to Grant Parole," Law andSociety Review, Vol . 2, No. 1, Fall 1976,
рр . 93-109.
25. Мanning Маrаьtе, Race, Reform and ReЬellion: Тhе Second Reconstruction
in ВlackAmerica, 1945-1982 (Jackson: University ofМississippi Press, 1984~ р. 60.
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Gang memЬers, revolutionaries, prisoner union organizers,
and jailhouse lawyщs joined the radical Muslims in the АС..
In the early 1960s, these ACs were showcased as humane
Тhis АС was now а transformed unit which no longer sought
alternatives to dungeons of the past. Тhе state considered
to rehabllitate, but to punish, to limit treatment and educathem the ultimate rehabllitative tool through which incortion, and to restrict human contact. Ву the end of tbe 1960s,
rigiЫe prisoners could receive intensive daily rehabllitative
the Adjustment Centers-which Ьесаmе the prototype for
psychiatric assistance as well as group counseling, quality
Pelican Bay-were filled with political "trouЫemakers."
education, and а specially designed work program. ACs soon
In 1970 а Soledad, California prison АС gunrail officer
evolved into prisons within prisons, with their own exercise
killed three Ыасk prisoners. Inmate George Jackson declared
yards, dining rooms, and schools. Although designed for а
maximum of three-month "rehabllitation," they soon became
one-for-one vengeance on guard staff. Almost immediately,
а young white guard's corpse was thrown from а cell tier.
а long-term 'solution to undermiile inmate organization and
isolate political agitators such as Muslims.
Responding in kind, California prisons came down swiftly on
Тhis repression peak:ed when Muslim temple minister
prisoners Ьу beginning to control movement, access to inforBooker Т. (Х) Johnson was killed in 1963 Ьу а gunrail officer
mation, visitors and 1egal services. From his cell in San
in San Qцentin's АС. His successor, Eldridge Cleaver, estabQuentin's АС, which was Ьу now а botbed of revolutionary
lisbed links to
thought, George
Jackson secretradicals outside
San Quentin,
ly composed
proving to Calihis Ьооk, Blood
fornia's prisonIn Му Еуе, а
ers that а radical
cal~ to №errilla
convict political
actюn.
union could
On August
change power
21, 1971, the
relations within
San Quentin АС
the prison. А
inmates tried а
year later, as if
takeover, ending
inspired Ьу this
in the deaths of
insight, the CaliJackson, two
Pellcвn Вау Prison
f o r ni a prison
otber inmates
The SHU super maximum securlty unit (1.) holds 1,250 prlsoners; the "malnline" (r.) ls
gang sys.tem the Level Four _maxlmum custody faclllty for general populatlon.
and three guards:
emerged. An inThree wounded
creasingly vocal
guards recovminority of politicized prisoners formed political gangs in an
ered. Тhat autumn, prison riots swept the country. In the
emerging revolutionary convict culture. They founded
Ыoodiest of these, at Attica Correctional Institution in New
groups like the Black Family/Вlack Guerrilla Family, and the
York State, 32 prisoners and 11 staff died wben police and а
San Quentin chapter of the Black Panther Party. Тhese prison
National Guard army put down the uprising with gas, heligangs were an attempt Ьу the disenfranchised to exercise
copters, and beavy gunfire.
control over their immediate environment and to rever.se the
· Authorities cracked down hard around the country. Ву
effects of racial discrimination. Other gangs, including the
1972, cellЫocks at San Quentin were subdivided for closer
Aryan Brotherhood, La Nuestra Familia, and La Eme (the
inmate scrutiny and inmate contact with outsiders was seMexican Mafia), were political only to the extent that converely cut back. From the АС, reports of widespread beatings
trolling the yard and tbe inmate sub rosa economy entailed
and other prisoner abuses began to reach the courts. 28 Тhat
reshuffling power relations within the prison.
_
same year, Governor Ronald Reagan called for the developAll the gangs provided crucial social, economic, and secument of new, high-tech, maximum security prisons to deal
rity services which helped prisoners survive the human
with wbat he termed "trouЫemakers." Мое Comacho, tbendegradation, deprivation, violence of incarceration, and enpresident of the California Coпectional Officers Association,
demic racism.
seconded the call. And in 1973 the House Internal Security
With the advent of the California prison gang system,
Committee began conducting hearings on revolution in U.S.
iщnate fights and yard attacks escalated, resulting in the
deaths of guards and prisoners. Inmate assaults against
27. George Jackson, Blood /п Му Еуе (New York: Random House, 1972).
guards jumped from 32 system-wide in 1969 to 84 in 1973.26

The Rlsk ot Prlson Gangs

28. Eric Cummins, The Rise and Fall of Califomia's Radical Prison Move;
cit.; see House of Representatives, 92nd Congress, Hearings Before
Subcommittee No. З. of the Committee on the Judiciary, Edwin Т. Caldwell,
Prisons, PrisonReform, andPrisoners' Rights: California (Washington, D.C.:
Govemment Printing Office, 1971), рр. 72-76; see a\so accounts of imnate
beatings in San Francisco Chronicle, August 25-27, 1971.
теп~ ор.

26. ''Тачk Force to Study Violence Report and Recommendations," ТаЫе
1, California Department of Corrections working paper, July 1974, now in the
papers of James Parlc:.
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Counting the Cost of Racism
Prlson population
• Between 1980 and 1990, the number of inmates
increased 130%.
• ln the U.S., 1 million are in prison with another 3 million
on parole or probation. State prison populations
have on average quadrupled in the past 20 years.
• Between 1969 and 1989, the U.S. cut its education budget Ьу 25% and increased allocation to
the criminal justice system Ьу 400%.
• The criminal justice system has become the
country's largest growth industry.

African-Americans and Prisons
• One out of every two African-American men is
likely to Ье arrested during his lifetime.
• One in four Ыасk males between 20 and 29 is
incarcerated, on probation or on parole.
• А Ыасk man is 7.5 times more likely to Ье arrested than а white man.
• Black men are 6% of the population, but 44% of
prison inmates.
• On any given day in 1991, 56% of Ыасk men
between 18 and 35 years old in Baltimore and 42%
in Washington, О.С. were under control of the
criminal justice system.
• An 18-year-old Ыасk man in Washington, О.С.
stands а 75 percent chance of being arrested Ьу
the time he is 35 if current trends continue.
• Of prisoners on death row, 41% are Ыасk men.

Drugs and Prisons
• ln 1990, for the first time, more inmates were
jailed for drug-related offenses than for property
or violent crimes.
• One-third of people sent to prison in 1990 were
drug offenders, up from 11.9% in 1977.
• Although they make up only about 12% of the
nation's drug users, 43% of felony offenders convicted of drug trafficking in state courts were Ыасk.
• ln New York, in 1989, 92% of those caught in
drug busts were Ыасk or Latino.
• Eighty percent of drug users are white.
• Of those arrested for drugs, 7% are white.
• Of those allotted state-funded drug treatment
slots, 47% are white.
• ln 1980, 25% of inmates were drug offenders; Ьу
January 1992, they made up 75% of all new
inmates since 1987.
Sources: Salim Muwakkil, "The criminal just-us system," /п
These Times, April 19, 1993, рр. 26-27; and АР, "Nation's Prison
Population Rises 7.2%," Washington Post, Мау 10, 1993.
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prisons, Attica and San Quentin in particular, with а mind to
devising ways of putting down the ongoing turmoii. 29
The legacy of the August 21 San Quentin takeover and the
subsequent uprisings fed the official drive to build the largest
solitary confinement prison in the United States-the SHU
at Pelican Вау.

Prisoner Resistance
The new SHU at Pelican Вау goes farther than the ACs,
with physical and programmatic features that make it а more
effective control unit. lt is also far more inhumane. Conditions have provoked resistance and protest both inside and
outside the prison walls. Equal Justice U.S.A., а Washington,
D.C.-based human rights organization, catalogued more than
100 organized or spontaneous prison rebellions nationwide
in 1989 and 1990. In 1992, protests, demonstrations, teachins, forums, marches, and rallies focused on Control Unit
Prisons and racism in the criminal justice system in at least
12 states and Canada. 30
Prison authorities met protest with force rather than reform. In January 1991, for example, а Pelican Вау guard on
а late night shift harassed Latino prisoners, swearing at them
and making grossly racist comments. In the morning, the
prisoners refused to return their breakfast trays until they
could protest the abuse to а lieutenant. The prison responded
Ьу cell extracting 20 prisoners, including those who were
willing to return their trays. The guards left prisoners hogtied on the walkway outside their cells for eight hours, while
the medical staff refused requests for medical attention.
Wearing only underwear, the prisoners were then moved to
different cells and deprived of soap, toilet paper, and other
basic amenities. Those who protested were put in the Violence Control Unit.31
In another recent incident, during the spring of 1992,
prisoners at the Westville, lndiana Maxiпium Control Complex went on а prolonged hunger strike to protest such abuses
as being hosed with cold water in their cells, lack of TV,
clocks, repeated strip searches, and five-point restraint for
days at а time. А few even cut off the ends of their fingers
and tried to send their flesh to the ACLU to dramatize their
need for help. А year earlier, 53 inmates at the Southport
Correctional Facility, а maxi-maxi facility in New York
State, took four guards hostage. Their demands included an
end to verbal and physical abuse, more mental and physical
health care, more heat in winter, and improved grievance
procedures. For 26 hours, the prisoners negotiated with
prison officials and finally agreed to release the guards unharmed and to return peacefully to their cells in exchange for
а chance to air grievances to а camera crew from а local ТV
station. 32
29. Cummins, ор. cit.
30. "Walking Steel," Committee to End the Мarion Lockdown, Fall 1992,
Chicago, lll" р . 6.
31. PBIP investigation, 1991-92.
32. Attica in 1991: Southport Uprising, А LookAt Reality, А Нитап Rights
Monitor, Quixote Center, Hyattsville, Md" October 1991.
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In April 1993, at the notorious maximum security facility
in Lucasville, Ohio, 450 men mounted an 11-day siege. Тhis
uprising again demonstrated prisoners' willingness to risk all
to gain improvements in the conditions of confinement.

Outlook for the Future
The repression administered in the Pelican Вау SHU has
long-term effects beyond the obvious racism and violence in
the yard. Тhе trauma of isolation felt Ьу SHU prisoners leaves
deep scars. Most lose contact with family and friends who are
deterred Ьу distance
andcost from visiting
the often remote prisons. Besides, many
prisoners say that
they do not want their
families to see the
state they are in: nervous, insecure, and
drawn, with shaved
heads from crude
self-administered
haircuts. Those labeled gang members
have special concerns: Anyone who
associates with them
is suspected or presumed to Ье in the gang. This taint extends
even to а prisoner's contacts in the community through the
CDoC Gang Taskforce's outside investigative network. Thus,
prisoners are reluctant to write friends or ask them to visit·.
Friends, and even family members, do not write for fear they
will Ье labeled gang memЬers Ьу their local police department.

/

-~

33. PBIP investigation, 1990.

Recommended Reading

COMING IN SEPTEMBER:

Carl Deal, The Greenpeace Gulde to Antl-Environmental Organlzatlons (Odonian Press, 1993). This
Ьооk is ап еуе-орепеr for апуопе who cares аЬоиt the
plaпet. lt explaiпs the backlash to the eпviroпmeпtal
movemeпt, апd reveals the corporate fuпdiпg behiпd
fifty groups -thiпk taпks, legal fouпdatioпs, "coпsum
er" groups, etc. -who waпt to destroy the eпviroпmeпtal
movemeпt. $5.00 in bookstores, or from Greenpeace,
1436 U. St, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20005.

CovertAction
Special Issue

Peter KornЬ\uh and Malcolm Byrne, ed., The lranContra Scandal: The Declassifled History (New
Press, 1993). The Declassified Нistory coпtaiпs the' 101
most importaпt declassified records -тапу пever before puЫished - оп the secret decisioпs, covert operatioпs, апd subsequeпt cover-up that created опе of the
most serious coпstitutioпal crises of modern ·times.
"This is а history we must not forget." -James Ridgeway, Village Voice $40.00 hardcover, $24.95 paperback.
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Mario's story is illustrative. Не was married and had
children. During his most recent incarceration, he was accused Ьу informants of being in а gang and sent to Pelican
Вау SHU. His wife, not wanting their son to Ье tainted Ьу his
father's gang tag, filed for divorce. Without any formal
charges giving the prisoner the right to face his accusers, the
judge granted the divorce and denied all rights of visitation
and correspondence because of "gang affiliation." 33
Pelican Вау is а nightmare fulfillment of widespread
demands for more punitive prisons. This abandonment of
rehabllitation imprisonment is the
apotheosis of the Adjustment Center concept gone bad - the
АС without treatment.
Тhе SHU demonstrates
that the more cruel and
overcrowded our
prisons, the more
violent the prison yard
will Ьесоmе.
Indeed, prisoners
su bj ected to imprisonment in а SHU
return to their communities untrained,
untreated, poorer, and more disenfranchised than when they
left. This system of dehumanizing blgh-tech torture promotes
violence, exacerbates gang activity, and deepens the fissures
of race and class that already divide the United States.
•

ECONOM/C INTELL/GENCE

Find out how the Clinton
administration plans to maintain
the spy budget.
Also: Doug Vaughan on
industrial espionage,
and Phil Smith on the private
prison industry.
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Betsy Swart
On afternoons and weekends, you can often find the young
people of Coalisland in the cemetery. Тhеу are there to visit
the fresh graves of their friends Вапу, Sean, Paddy, and Peter.
In the U.S., we might assume that the deaths of four men not
yet 25 were related to drugs or alcohol, to prom-night antics
or fast cars on busy streets. But Coalisland is in the North of
Ireland. Вапу O'Donnell, Sean O'Farrell, Paddy Vincent,
and Peter Clancy were young IRA members who died in an
ambush Ьу British Special Air Services (SAS) division soldiers wielding АК-47s and anti-tank missiles. То the people
of Coalisland, the attack was а slaughter; the boys didn't have
а chance.
The explanation for the murder in а church parking lot in
а rural town in the North of Ireland is quite simple: The
British military hierarchy is targeting an entire generation of
young people for neutralization or death. Bernadette Devlin

Betsy Swart is а freelance writer living in Washington, D.C. She works with
the D.C.-based Committee on Women and Ireland which sponsors fact-finding
delegations to Northem Ireland.
Photo: Donna De Cesare/Impact Visuals. British army patrols regularly
stand in people's gardens in Catholic Belfast neighborhoods.
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McAliskey, а longtime activist and former member ofparliament for mid-Ulster, which includes Coalisland, describes it
like this: "Тhе British Army- not out of prejudice, not out
of ignorance - but as а deliberate military tactic, harass
young people for screening purposes so that they can determine whom they will imprison and whom they will kШ." 1

Harassment, Terror, and Tortura
In County Tyrone, in West Belfast, and in other Nationalist
areas of the North of Ireland, harassment of both boys and
girls Ьу security forces begins legally when they reach age
16- but in actual fact it often starts when they are 13 or 14.
It is so common that children and parents treat it as а matterof-fact part of everyday life. А father in Ballymurphy, а
predominantly Catholic area of West Belfast, told Helsinki
Watch that "the soldiers are on the street when the kids go to
school, they're back when kids соте home for lunch, and
they're back again when the kids leave school. Тhеу con-

1. All quotes from Вernadette Devlin McAJiskey are from personal interviews with the author in October 1992 and January 1993.
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until the army sorts the kids with politics from those with
stantly provoke them. Тhеу call them Irish bastards and push
none. Тhе soldiers take particular note of those who will talk
and shove and jostle them. Тhеу search them and put them
back to the soldiers; who will challenge the soldier to а "fair
up against the wall, spread-eagled. Тhеу ask them to take
fight"; who WiН stand up for their rights against all the odds.
their shoes and socks off, even in the middle of the street and
,This second level of screening takes place not on the
when it's cold and rainy. lt's humiliating. ".lt's constant
torture."2 А 15-year-old Ьоу told of physical as well as
streets, but behind the locked doors of interrogation centers
where "suspects" can Ье held up to seven days for questionpsychological abuse: Тhе soldier "hit me а dig on the back of
ing. These are abysmal, dark, ugly places which even those
my head and on my ribs, so it wouldn 't sbow. Then he shoved
with the bravado for а street fight often find more than they
his gun against my throat." 3
"1 was coming home for lunch," reported а 17-year-old
can handle. In spring of 1992, the Standing Advisory Commission on Human Rights - а quasi-governmental Ьоdу
from North Belfast. "Тhere were three army foot patrols
about 50 yards from my house. One of the soldiers said, 'Are
which advises the Secretary of State for Northem Ireland on
human rights issues - visited Castlereagh Holding Center.
you following us?' Тhen he punched me in the face. ".1 fell
"The walls were encrusted with grime," said SACНR chair, Sir
against the second Brit, who grabbed me and held me. Тhen
the first one punched my face and the side of my head and
Oliver Napier. "Тhе cells were dir~ and smelly. ".There can
Ье 20 detainees there at one time." · Conditions in the Belfast
my nose." In а similar incident on the night of February 27,
1992, an 18-year-old was stopped Ьу soldiers and asked to
Remand Prison (Crumlin Road Prison) are equally dreadful.
Prisoners - even teenagers - are_ locked in their cells for 23
show identification and give his address. They grabbed him
hours а day, with only one hour for exercise. Prisoners report
Ьу the throat, held him against the wall, and told him next
time he was seen at night he would get а bullet in the head. 4
that they are often allowed to "slop out" only every other day,
In and around Coalisso they must sleep and eat
land, where Barry, Sean,
near overflowing chamPeter, and Paddy lived,
ber pots in cells infested
this kind of harassment is
with roaches. Medical
endemic. You can see it
facilities are inadequate.
They grabbed him Ьу the throat,
everywhere--on the sideAnd there is а 16-hour
walks and roads in and
wait between dinner,
held him against the .wall,
around Coalisland, Dunserved at 3:30 p.m. and
and told him next time he was
gannon and other small
breakfast served at 8:00
towns of County Tyrone.
a.m. the following day. 7
seen
at
night
he
would
get
а
_Тhere the young people
Hundreds of young
stand - often barefoot or
people annually are
bullet in the head.
stripped to the waist abused in detention cenbeing searched Ьу the
ters such as these. Under
military, being passed
the Prevention of Terrorfrom one soldier to
ism (Temporary Provianother. They'll Ье stopped at one street corner and
sions) Act 1989 (РТА), anyone suspected of "being а terinterrogated. Having undressed and dressed again, they will
rorist" - including children - may Ье held seven days for
cross the street only to Ье stopped Ьу yet щюther soldier. "But
questioning. After the European Court of Human Rights ruled
I've just been searched over there," the Ьоу will say. "Over
that а four-day detention under the РТА violated Article (5)3
where?" says the soldier, feigning ignorance. "l didn't see
of the Eutoptan Convention on Human Rights, the United
anybody searching you." And the process will begin again.
Кingdom simply disavowed that section ofthe Convention. 8
Soon some of the young people will begin to constrict their
Now, as before, week-long stays at Castlereagh characterized
lives. Тhеу try to avoid the soldiers and those people who
Ьу physical and psychological abuse are commonplace. "Last
attract the soldiers' attention. Тhеу begin to "stay home and
year, when 1was18," а young woman told Helsinki Watch,
play cards and watch videos," а mother told Helsinki Watch.
"they took me to Castlereagh and kept me there for а week.
"Half the time they are afraid to go out. Тhey're intetned in
Тhеу wanted me to Ье an informer. Тhеу insulted me; they
their own houses." 5 After about а year, this group will Ье left
said 1 was so well-built, 1 would make а good Ыanket for а
alone. And that's the first level of the "screening" process.
top IRA man. Now sometimes the Peelers [police] and the
Тhе remaining group, however, faces increased harassment
Army, six at а time, will stand outside my door and yell, 'top
IRA woman,' for about five to ten minutes. Му nerves are
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1

2. "Children in Northem Ireland: Abused
militaries," Helsinki Watch, July 1992, р. 18.
3./Ьid.,p.22.
4. JЬid., рр. 22,

23.

Ьу

Security Forces and Para·

6. JЬid., р. 16.
1. Jbld.
8. Brogan v. United Kingdom, 1988.

S.Jbld.,p.24.
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base, partition was meant to ensure that Ireland could never
very bad. Тhеу told me that if 1 was Ыown up, it would take
9
develop as an economic rival to Britain, and would remain а
five or six body bags to pick up my body."
10
source
of cheap food, goods, and immigrant laЬor.
Damien Austin, son of а Sinn Fein councilor, describes
During
the years following partition, northern Nationhis treatment in Castlereagh: "Тhеу punched me and kicked
alists
who
challenged their country's colonial status were
me and beat me every day. One of them spat in my face. On
harassed, persecuted, aпested, and interned without trial. The
the secoild day, they pulled my trousers and underpants down
comprehensive 1922 Special Powers Act gave the governand held а lighted cigarette lighter under my testicles ....Тhеу
ment wide-ranging powers of search, arrest, detention, and
kept telling me they would kill me.... On the second day they
imprisonment, even including the power to prohiblt inquests.
also strangled me and punched me in my stomach ....They
This act was such а model of legalized repression that South
said I'd Ье dead before Christmas and my father, too."11
Mrican Minister for Justice Johannes Vorster said he "would
In August 1991, Tony Garland, а 17-year-old from West
Ье willing to exchange all of the [South African] legislation
Belfast, was taken to Castlereagh Detention Center, held for
of that sort for one clause of the Northern Ireland Special
six days of interrogation, and was then charged with memPowers Act. " 13 The economic and political apartheid institubership in the IRA and attempted murder. "Тhеу kept slaptionalized against nationalists was especially harsh in areas
ping me real hard on the back of my head and my throat," he
of housing allocation, electoral franchise, and employment.
said. "1 got real bad headaches and noseЫeeds and swollen
The nationalists - with electoral channels largely neuglands in my throat. Тhеу told me if 1 didn't cooperate, they
tralized Ьу the artificially manufactured Unionist "majority"
would lift my mother and my 12-year-old brother and beat
- created political, religious, and industrial organizations to
them .... [Тhеу would] have to let me go after seven days
present their agenda. In 1967, discontent over institutionbut that they wouldjust lift me again for another seven." 12
alized discrimination led to the formation of the Northern
Few survive the interrogation with the will to continue
Ireland Civil Righta Asfighting the British.
sociation. Inspired Ьу
Those
who
are
the U .S. civil rights
"screened out" join the
struggle, the movement
young people who stay
founders asserted modhome and out of the
There are about 30,000 military
erate demands for demosoldiers' way.
And that leaves an
cratization, including:
and RUC personnel in the North
one person, one vote; an
even smaller group who
of Ireland-one armed trooper
don 't break, who conend to gerryma~dered
local goveriunent bountinue to challenge the
for every 20 N ationalists.
daries; an end to housing
soldiers about why they
discrimination; and the
are in Ireland, about
democracy, and about.
repeal of the Special
Powers Act. То the
Ireland's right to selfdetermination. It is this
organizers' surprise,
group - the group to which Barry, Sean, Paddy and Peter
their non-violent marches and demonstrations were met with
belonged-who are,marked as а "danger to the state."
vicious force from the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) and
Unionist paramilitary groups. In 1969, the massive burning
Brltaln's Oldest Colony
of Catholic neighЬorhoods in Belfast Ьу loyalist forces and
Ireland's history has been one of alternating repression
police precipitated what was the largest movement of refuand reЬellion ever since the Anglo-Normans first invaded in
gees in Western Europe since World War 11.
1169. Today's war in Northern Ireland dates back to 1921-22
On August 14, 1969, pledging that it would stay for only
when Britain partitioned the country, creating two "Statelets"
а few weeks, tbe British sent а "peacekeeping force" into the
North. That claim of neutrality was puЫicly dashed on Janu- the 26-county RepuЫic in the south (largely Catholic) and
the six more industrial counties of "Northern Ireland" (preary 30, 1972, when ТV cameras recoцled the violent undominantly Protestant). The economic exploitation ofhuman
provoked attack Ьу the military on а peaceful civil rights rally
and material resources that marked Britain's occupation of
in Derry. In what Ьесаmе known as the Bloody Sunday
Ireland had much in common with its colonial adventures
Massacre, the world watched as 14 unarmed men and boys
around the world. Ву cutting off Ireland's northern industrial
were shot dead Ьу British paratroopers.
Outrage at а pattern of similar attacks on civil rights
marches and widespread opposition to British military oc9. lbid., р. 22.
cupation led to а reorganization of the Irish RepuЫican Army
10. Sinn Fein is а political party with gr.L'lsroots programs. Нecause it is
often identified as the political arm of IRA, its memЬer5 and elected officials
(IRA). Gradually, passive resistance turned into guerrilla
cannot Ье interviewed or quoted in the electronic media.
11. Brogan v. UnitedКingdom, 1988, р. 6.

12. lbid., р. 9.
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13. "Тhе Partition oflreland," Sinn Fein, 1990.
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struggle as people looked to the IRA as their only hope of
forcing the withdrawal of British troops from the North and
estaЫishing self-determination. Twenty-four years after their
temporary deployment, British troops remain in the North.
There are now about 30,000 armed military and RUC personnel in Northern lreland - one armed trooper for every 20
persons in the Nationalist community. 14· Meanwhile the IRA
continues its opposition through military struggle while Sinn
Fein claims 40 percent of the Nationalist vote in the North.

The U.S. Connection
While British military terror tactics keep the young people
of the North of Ireland in check, the U.S. bolsters Britain's
political and economic grip. Since 1986, the International
Fund for Ireland (IFI) has channeled more than 289 million
U.S. tax dollars into the hands of middle-class businesspeople in little rural towns like Coalisland. 15 Тhе Fund's
ostensiЫe purpose is to "promote economic and social advance" and to "encourage contact, dialogue and reconciliation between nationalists and unionists." What it really
Supports is а pro-government agenda which further marginalizes the poor Ьу channeling money into the middle-class
business sector. In its first five years, the Fund spent more
Photo: Raissa Page/FonnatЛmpact Visuals. Troops in West Вelfast.
14. "Britain's War on lreland," Spare Rib, August-September 1992, р. 51.
15. "Annual Report," lntemational Fund for Ireland, 1992, р. 5, and "Annual
Report," Intemational Fund for Ireland, 1991, р. 6.
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than !164 million ($254.2 million) on such projects as improving shopkeepers' storefronts, installing jacuzzis in hotel
rooms, and covering police barracks with heritage brick.
AЬout 98.5 percent of that money came out of the pockets of
.
16
Атerican
taxpayers.
Although estaЫished Ьу the British and Irish governments, the fund depends heavily on money from the U.S. its largest contributor - the European Community, Canada,
and New Zealand. U.S. Economic Support Fund grants flow
through the U.S. Agency for International Development
(AID), which is supposed to ensure accountaЬility and control. Тhе Fund's Board members are appointed Ьу the British
and Irish governments and it is advised Ьу а committee of
senior representatives from those countries. А 1989 General
Accounting Office (GAO) report coyly states that "a~though
the Board is independent of the contributin~ governments .. .it
tries to respect the wishes of the donors." 1
IFI programs not only help the already advantaged sectors Ьу funneling money into the pockets of local businesspeople and
government officials - Ьut hurt young people such as Вапу and
Sean Ьу perpetuating high youth unemployment, now at 70
percent in Coalisland. Bernadette McAliskey gives an example of
U.S. tax dollars at work in Coalisland: "Тhе Fund declared that it
would give а grant for the restoration and bringing into puЫic use
16. U.S. General Accounting Office, "Foreign Assistance: Administration
of Funds for the Intemational Fund for Ireland," April 1989, р. 12.
17. GAO report, ор. cit., р. 12.
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Black Youth in Police Crosshairs
Keith Jennings
ТЬе harassment that haunts the young people of
Northern Ireland, decimates tbeir ranks, and dims their
futures is mirrored on the streets of America. Тhе techniques police use to repress Ыасk youth in the U.S.
would not surprise the young people of Coalisland:
Strip searches, brutal beatings, attack dogs, stop and
frisks, trumped-up charges against friends or family
members, "field interrogations," and verbal abuse are
"standard operating procedures" for many police in
national minority communities.
In the U.S" it is impossiЫe to separate issues of
incarceration and police misconduct from those of race.
Spiraling imprisonment rates for Ыасk men is but one
measure of the magnitude of the proЫem. (See р. 44.)
То most police, the typical criminal suspect is а young
Ыасk or Latino male. These groups suffer а peculiar
form of human rights abuse: collective punishment. It
is imposed Ьу repressive puЫic policy, reactionary law
and order ideology, and tbe war on drugs- in reality,
а war on people of color. As police increasingly rely on
race as tbe prime indicator of criminal behavior, the
pattern is clear: Skin color equals "рrоЬаЫе cause."
ТЬе targeting of Ыасk youth arises out of longstanding government policies of social control and
political repression. Today, in urban, suburban, and
rural jurisdictions with heavy Ыасk populations, police
are perceived as, and act as, an occupying force. In the
name of fighting crime, they, along with such federal
agencies as the FВI and DEA, conduct regular and
massive sweeps through the Ыасk community, sometimes cordoning off whole neighborhoods and interrogating anyone entering and exiting. 1 Тhеу swoop in
at will to monitor, control, and ensnare their quasicolonial subjects witli sophisticated technology and
weapons. Тhen they leave as quickly as tbey appeared,
rarely responding to the community's real safety needs.
More often than not, the police contribute to the problem of crime and violence through increasingly militaristic responses and overt or covert involvement in
tbe drug and weapons trade. And, in some cities, police
have joined white racist gangs. 2
In 1992, the NAACP held hearings in six cities with
notaЬly bad records for police brutality. It documented
police arrest quotas as well as routine harassment and
intimidation of Ыасk youth. In Miami, for example,
Ыасk youth were discouraged from "hanging out" in
shopping malls. Police would ask if tbey had money. If
they did, the police took it; ifthey didn't, they were told
to leave or face arrest. Either way, the mall was offlimits to those judged "bad for business."
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Тhе brutality does not stop short of murder. In Mississippi, in the past five years, 48 grisly jail cell deaths
(over balf of them Ыacks) have been ruled suicides. In
Miami, in а six-month period in 1989, police shot ten
people; nine were Ыасk. ln New York City, where 64.1
percent of the population is white, 60.4 percent of
victims of police shootings are Ыасk. 3
In the U.S" racism and police militarism comЬine to
create an environment in which harassment is а fact of
daily life for many African-Americans. Prosecutors,
judges, the media, and politicians trade civil rights for
law and order. Тhеу cut the bargain easily; the rights
being abridged, after all, belong to members of another
race or class. In the context of puЫic panic over gun
proliferation, the drug war, and the crime epidemic,
even members of minority communities tolerate violations in exchange for promises of safer neighborhoods.
Police brutality against African-Americans is directly correlated with а deterioration in socio-economic conditions. The federal government bas abandoned
the cities, educational and health care systems fail to
meet basic puЫic needs, unemployment is rising, and
the American dream is moribund. Eitber а vast systemic
change must Ье acknowledged and undertaken, or а
scapegoat must Ье targeted. That scapegoat has been
African-Americans in particular and people of color
and the poor in general.
According to favored ideology, then, affirmative
action and illegal aliens cause unemployment; lazy
"welfare queens" and irresponsiЫe fathers undermine
family values; young Ыacks cause unsafe streets and
skyrocketing crime. With guilt estaЫished, an angry
and frustrated society gives its permission or turns
away when police punish those they hold responsiЫe.
As long as Ыасk youth are scapegoated for all the
system's failures and anti-social beliavior is Ыamed on
underclass patbology, America is on а fast track to
trouЫe. Urban poverty breeds social anarchy. Eventually, it may spawn the type of organized fight-back
that the repres~ive apparatus of the state has sought to
check. Ultimately, the struggle on streets all over the
U.S. will take on the overtly revolutionary political
character it has in Northern Ireland.
•

Keith Jennings is managing editor of Black Political Agenda, Р.О.
27481, Washington, DC 20038.
1. Beyond Rodney Кing: Ап NAACP Report оп Police Conduct and
Community Relations (Вaltimore: NAACP, April 1993), р. 24.
2. John Blake, "Mississippi Urged to Reform Its Jails," Atlanta Constitution, March 19, 1993, р. АЗ.
3. NAACP, ор. cit.
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of derelict property." Gesturing to а section of
town that consists largely of Ьoarded-up buildings, she continued, "Before that announcement
was made, this was а thriving main stteet. But it
went · into instant dereliction." While local Ьusi
nesspeople were granted money to expand their
Ьusinesses, McAliskey explained, "there is no
money for unemployed youth. Nor are there very
many of the town's unemployed youth working
on these projects. Because the idea in practice
doesn't work. If people get grants, they want to
hire а Ьuilding contractor - not local kids, especially if they're getting picked up Ьу the police
every day. So they don't employ local laЬor. Тhе
only people who actually benefit from IFI projects are the people who could have well afforded
to do the thing themselves in the first place."
But Ьу far the Ьiggest IFI Ьlunder in Coalisland was the new Heritage Center. Тhе renovated
building used to Ье an old eyesore. But now,
thanks to the Fund, it's а very expensive new
ВetsySwert
eyesore. Created without puЬlic input or referGrave
of
Sean
and
Barry,
(1.)
and
the
pollce
complex
they
attacked
(r.).
ence to civic needs, local people who would have
preferred а civic center or low cost housing rarely
enter it. Тhеу consider the "heritage" center and museum an
John Hume tried to squirm out of the allegations. His party,
insult to the community 's real labor history: to the corn mills,
he said, was financing а "foundation for research and training
of young people in politics" through funds provided Ьу the
clay works, weaving factories, and coal mines that once
flourished. "Му children's grandfathers shoveled coal here
National Democratic Institute for International Affairs
for two old brown pennies а ton when there were 240 pennies
(NDI), an international branch of the Democratic Party. 19
in а pound," McAliskey says. "But this building is а mockery
What he didn 't say was that the NDI is, in fact, one of four
specially created agencies through which NED channels
of our past."
money. Each of the major U .S. parties has its own NED
The extravagant site will feature а mock canal, wrought
iron lampposts, and hanging flower baskets, рrоЬаЫу imvehicle: NDI is а branch of the Democratic Party while the
ported from Britain. Townspeople especially ridicule the
International RepuЫican Institute (IRI) is the RepuЬlicans'
arm. Both receive NED funds to promote "democratic politicanal as the onl у part of the proj ect that will Ье useful: lt will
provide а place where unemployed kids can throw beer cans,
cal ideas and forces. "20
and when the pubs close, piddle. Тhе more optimistic point
Between 1986-89, NED, through NDI, gave $258,948 to
out that the town might actually get one permanent job SDLP's Social Democratic Group Ltd. for "party-building"
someone to fish kids out of the canal. Тhе Coalisland Heriactivities. SDLP members have also attended NDI-organized
tage Center cost U .S. taxpayers more than $500,000.
seminars in the United States with the Endowment picking
up the tab. Hanahoe contends that U .S. tentacles are tightening around lreland in an effort to accomplish two main goals:
The Natlonal Endowment for Democracy
"[T]he ending of the RepuЫic's military neutrality through
While IFI acts largely on а local level to promote а U.S.British agenda, other U.S. agencies interfere in national polimembership in the ЕС and NATO, and the simultaneous
tics to broaden the middle-class and neutralize potential
undermining of progressive resistance in the North through
the neutralization of the Sinn Fein party. " 21
nationalist support for the resistance. Тhе U.S" according to
journalist Tom Hanahoe, "appears to have entered Northern
Both goals seem nearly within reach. Тhе RepuЬlic's
Ireland's political arena - as well as its private one - to
entrance into the ЕС marks the first step toward ending that
promote its own choice of nationalist political partt there nation's military neutrality - maintained since 1921 and
the Social Democratic and Labour Party (SDLP)." 8
After an Irish Тimes story substantiating charges that the
19. Irish Times, June 3, 1989.
20. Тот Hanahoe, "SDLP: Тhе CIA Connection," Resource, Spring 1988;
SDLP was secretly receiving U .S. government funds through
Irish Times, June 3, 1989. NED plays а major role in influencing elections
the National Endowment for Democracy (NED), SDLP head
around the world, its part in the defeat of the Sandinistas in Фе 1990 Nicaraguan
18. Тот Hanahoe, "U.S. Influence and Interference in Ireland," Тор Secret,
Summer 1991, р. 4.
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election being the пюst Ыatant example. It is now pouring resoun:es into the exUSSR. SeeHolly Sklarand Orip Вerlet, "NED, CIA, and the Orwellian Dепюсrасу
Project," CovertAction, NumЬer 39 (Winter 1991-92), рр. 10-13, 59-62.
21. Hanahoe, ор. cit.
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British Gag Order
As in all colonial wars, the British deployed not
only military might but propaganda. For over two
decades, through legal censorship and media manipulation, the British government has suppressed information about the struggle in the North. А 1988
broadcast ban prohiblts any spoken words Ьу а member of а proscribed organization or any comments
that would support or invite support for such а
group. For example, no member of Sinn Fein may
Ье interviewed in the electronic media. Journalists
who violate the ban are subject to severe fines.
This ban has chilled journalists and prevented
dissemination of information documenting collusion between the security forces and loyalist paramilitaries. Nationalists have long claimed that RUC
officers and soldiers patrol their neighborhoods,
question residents, search homes, and later pass information on to loyalist paramilitaries. Last year
Channel 4 aired а program alleging that RUC frequently cooperates with unionist death squads in the
murder of RepuЫicans. Channel 4 was fined
ЛS,000 for airing the show and Ben Hamilton, the
program's principal producer, was charged with
contempt of court and arrested in а dawn raid on his
house in London. Hamilton, who vowed not to
reveal his source, is now free on bail, but his case
•
remains open and can Ье reinstated at any time.
His arrest sent а message to other j ournalists that
investigation into collusion between police and
paramilitaries in the North will not Ье tolerated.
• Seamus Kelters, "Police Face Fury Over Dawn Arrest of Journalist," IrishNews, September 30, 1992.

with great controversy during World War П. In many ways,
Ireland is like а Third World country in its relationship to
Britain and the U.S. During the Cold War, Britain's hold
ensured that its strategically sited bases and military monitoring stations would remain availaЫe to NATO. Under the New
World Order the threat remains: Organized political resistance and the movement for self-determination there, as
around the world, undermine the U.S.-British agenda. Indeed, in the small nationalist towns and villages of the North
oflreland, the U.S. presence looms ominously on the horizon
- sealing off the options of progressive change and further
marginalizing young Iives.

The Death of Barry O'Donnell
Barry O ' Donnell was raised in such an environment in the
nationalist community of Coalisland. After а brief sojourn in
England, he had соте home to Coalisland because he had
nowhere else to go. An intelligent Ьоу from а respected
family, Barry had gone to England as а student. One day he
was unfortunate enough to borrow а car that belonged to his
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cousin, who was under police observation. Barry's claim that
he was unaware that the car contained weapons was confirmed Ьу forensic evidence. Although fingerprints were
found on the trunk and weapons in the trunk, none of those
prints was Barry's. Nonetheless he was charged with possession of weapons and conspiracy to commit murder and, even
though finally acquitted and released, he went home to Ireland with an Exclusion Order on him. That classification
meant that he could not return to Britain and complete his
education. And because ofthe circumstances under which he
could not finish his studies in Britain, he could not get а
university in the North of Ireland to accept him.
His parents wanted him to take some "breathing space" in
the U.S" but because ofthe Exclusion Order, he couldn't get
а visa. So he went south to the Irish RepuЬlic where the police
crucified him. They harassed all the people who took him in;
they visited all the employers who tried to give him а start at
something - Iike working in а bar or on а building site. Day
after day, endlessly, the people who tried to help the Ьоу had
their daily lives disrupted, their routines made difficult, their
security threatened. Barry O'Donnell was trapped- every
option for employment, education, or emigration was cut off.
And he was not yet 21 years old. So Barry went home to
Coalisland. There, along with Sean and Paddy and Peter, he
was subjected to а pattern of regular and unrelenting harassment Ьу the police and the military. And the town watched.
"Everyone in the town knew that Barry O ' Donnell had no
future," says Bernadette McAliskey. "".lt wasn't simply to
say that this young man who might in some other society have
had the opportunity to Ье а graduate was not going to Ье а
graduate. It wasn't simply to say that this young man who
had the potential to earn а good living wasn't going to get а
job of any description. lt was that everybody in our town
knew that he had по future at all, that he wasn't going to see
25 ." The same was true of Sean, Paddy, and Peter. "We all
knew that one day they' d Ье cut down," she says. "Sometimes
Barry and his mates would Ье picked up Ьу the police ten or
more times а day. The lads couldn't lift their heads. 1 remember talking to Barry about whether or not he would keep а
notebook about his experiences. Не had а great sense of
humor. Не told me he couldn't keep а notebook because he
didn ' t get enough time in the day to fill it in."
Barry, Sean, and the others got so used to the street
harassment that they didn't really complain about it. If they
were stopped while driving, though, the military could escort
them to the nearest holding center and take their car apart. So
quite regularly then, the police or the military would stop the
boys, escort them 20 miles out of their way to the center at
Aughnacloy, take their car apart, remove the seating and
panels, and search it. Finding nothing, they would put the car
back together and - hours later - allow the boys to drive
home. Naturally, Ьу that time, there wasn't much point in
going wherever it was they had been going in the first place.
As the level of frustration and anger rose, the whole town
talked to the boys - trying, as McAiiskey puts it "to find
some way of extending their Iives past their twenties." But
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the boys- with the simple logic of youth - told their
friends and families that they saw оЩу one way to go forward. "We have no future," they said. "The possibllity of us
growing up, marrying, having jobs, having families, or emigrating, just does not exist. Therefore, we might as welJ. do
what we have to do while we're here." Тhе British military
had cut o.ff every avenue of escape. Тhе boys saw two
options: to endure а life of constant physical and psychological abuse at the hands of security forces or to stand and fight.
Тhеу became part of the IRA.
On а cool night in February 1992, they decided to launch
an attack on the Coalisland police barracks. This police
station is not really а police station in the traditional sense.
lt is more like а walled outpost that sits like а fort in the
middle of Coalisland with а huge tower in the center of the
complex. On that tower there's а camera and audio surveillance system which can not only see and hear what people
say and do on the streets of Coalisland, but can see all the
way to the Lough Shore, about 40 miles away. The police
complex is huge; it is high-tech; it is invulneraЫe. Nevertheless, the Ьоуs launched their Don Quixote-like attack using
а general purpose machine gun. Тhе police knew they were
coming and simply sat and watched. Тhere was no return of
fire. Тhere were no casualties. There was nothing.
McAliskey describes the events that followed:
One of the most frightening experiences I've had in 20
years in the North was that night. When the boys fired on
the baпacks, everybody in the town hit the ground at once.
Everybody thought their immediate area was under attack.
Then there was а gradual realization that it had been an
attack on the barracks. Тhе gunfire had been loud but short.
We heard the boys' lorry moving away from the center of
town. Тhen there was silence. After а short time, there was
more gunfire of а different kind. It was incessant. And it
lasted easily for six minutes. Very young people in our
community did not know what was happening. But those
of us who were older knew exactly what we were listening
to. And it seemed as if the whole town of Coalisland was
standing out in the night listening somewhere to its children being killed. And afterward, that gunfire came to an
' with three single and distinct shots. Four Ьоуs died that
end
night and three of them were finished off Ьу the British
military with distinct and separate pistol shots.
Barry, Sean, Paddy, and Peter died in the Clonoe Church
car park,. which, in its position at а cou.ntry crossroads, is а
focal point of rural activity - а place where kids congregate
to look for а ride to а disco or to а neighboring town. Тhе
boys had dismantled their gun еп route to Clonoe and driven
into the car park where they hoped to Ыend in with other local
youths socializing there. But British soldiers, in plain clothes
and an unmarked car - were waiting for them. Тhеу fired on
the lorry with an anti-tank missile and missed, hittirtg the
church instead. According to witnesses, Paddy Vincent was
killed outright in the lопу Ьу machine gun fire. Тhе other
boys ran in different directions. Barry, apparently and for
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whatever reason, ran toward the soldiers. All were riddled
with bullets but were still alive. Then each was executed Ьу
а single pistol shot.
Ву the time Coalisland residents made their way to Clonoe, the church was burning. Тhе military claimed а stray
bullet hit the oil tank in the church roof. When the smoke
cleared, however, it was obvious that the only thing in the
church that was not burned was the oil tank. But not one
journalist reported that the military had lied to hide the fact
that they had used а sophisticated anti-tank weapon on so
small а target as а pickup truck.
But the townspeople knew. Less than а year earlier, Топу
Dorris had been killed when his car was fired on Ьу а similar
weapon. Both car and passengers were incinerated. In order
to identify Dorris, his parents had to give Ыооd samples
which were then cross-matched and genetically fingerprinted
with Tony's ashes.
Coalisland is а town of approximately 4,500 residents.
When it came time to bury the four boys, the British. authorities shipped in 2,000 RUC police officers. There was
barely room to move in the town. Тhе police so impeded the
progress of the funeral that it took the townspeople from 8:30
in the morning until 4:30 in the afternoon to get the bodies
from their homes to the church and from the church to the
graveyard. But there was а remarkaЫe thing about the funeral
- something that set it apart from other funerals like it. And
that was the incrediЫe number of children in the cemetery.
Children - in Ъlazers with school insignias - children who
had clearly walked out of the classroom in а Ыatant challenge
to parental and school authority. lt's as if they were saying,
"We're in the cemetery with Barry O'Donnell and what are
you going to do aЬout it?" These children, say the residents
of Coalisland, represent а new political force in the North of
Ireland. Because they are - Ьу choice - the RepuЫican
children of liberal Social Democratic parents, and they are а
force for change that the British military deeply fears. Britain
has tumed lreland into а Third World country and these kids
have grown up in the oppressor's back yard. Тhеу have his
skin-color and his language. Тhеу understand his technology.
But they also understand marginalization, oppression, occupation. Their politics have been finely honed on the whetsto ne of British imperialism. They represent, says
McAliskey, "а vibrant, white-faced alternative to the New
World Order."
lt is not uncommon for young people in Coalisland to go
to the graveyard after school, to sit on the hillside overlooking the town, and even to talk to Barry or Sean, including
them in local gossip or school stories. lt is а sad sight, but it's
really tnore than that. These young people are not hopeless
or despairing, and they're not looking to create heroes or
martyrs. Instead, they have developed а quietly determined
and clear-headed attitude. Тhеу don't go to the cemetery to
romanticize death. Тhеу go there to connect the past to the
present and to develop а coherent and realistic strategy for
their own futures. "You have never seen," says McAliskey
shaking her head, "children like we've produced in this
generation. And they will eat the British empire alive."
•
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INTERVIEW:

FREDWEIR

INRUSSIA
CAQ: Have the events in Russla slnce Yeltsln assumed power constituted а second revolution?
Fred Weir (FW): It's more like the eпtire elite stood up
опе day апd chaпged their lapel piпs. Now the old Commuпist elite, or nomenklatura, is leadiпg а capitalist political
апd social revolutioп. Yeltsiп was а leadiпg member of the
commuпist admiпistrative elite апd was lifted to power Ьу it.
The nomenklatura сап Ье simply defiпed as the executive
corps of Soviet society. It was recruited accordiпg to much
the same criteria апу Ыg corporatioп would use: а certaiп
пumber of poiпts for merit апd persoпal abllity, а certaiп
пumber for achievemeпt, for loyalty to the соmрапу, апd
abllity to spout the соmрапу liпe. А wide raпge of social
groupiпgs - most of the iпtellectual, professioпal,
maпagerial, admiпistrative,

Both Yeltsin and his policies actually lost the referendum vote
in over half Russia's reg ions.

technical апd leadiпg military
cadres of Soviet society were regimeпted оп this basis
iпto the Commuпist Party.
At а certaiп poiпt most of
them Ьеgап to realize, as Gorbachev орепеd thiпgs up, that their elite status would Ье
much better guaraпteed Ьу private property апd free markets
thaп Ьу а party card.
There's Ьееп по upsurge of the oppressed masses iп Russia
at апу poiпt, поt еvеп duriпg the August 1991 coup. Rather,
the Commuпist Party elite liberated themselves from commuпism; they threw off the chaiпs of Party discipliпe апd
eпthusiastically аЬапdопеd all those hypocritical commuпist
strictures about limitiпg апd coпcealiпg privilege.
Iп the actual buildiпg of capitalism, however, тапу sectioпs of the nomenklatura have falleп Ьу the wayside апd the
coпseпsus amoпg them has brokeп dowп. People who
thought they were goiпg to Ье the governiпg strata iп а пеw
Fred Weir is Moscow correspondent for Hindustan Times, а reponer for
Canadian Press, and а contributor to /п These Times and Monthly Review.
Photo: Orde Eliason/lmpact Visuals/Link. President Вoris Yeltsin is welcomed to the London Stock Exchange Ьу Peter Rawlins, September 1992.
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society are losiпg their jobs, beiпg impoverished, апd becomiпg very Ьitter. The iпtellectuals, for iпstaпce - whose
themes duriпg the Cold War were iпtellectual freedom, humaп rights, апd so оп - had а very idealized view of Westerп
capitalism. They have Ьееп amoпg the groups to suffer most
from the early stages of marketizatioп as their huge пetwork
of iпstitutes апd universities are defuпded. Also, the maпa
gers of iпdustry апd collective апd state farms have uпder
stood that iп the free market global есопоmу, most of their
iпdustries will collapse.
The Soviet Unioп iпdustrialized апd modernized itselfby
а very peculiar апd autarkic route. It built ап orgaпic апd iп
some ways quite modern апd effective есопоmу, but most of
it isп't compatiЫe with
global market structures апd
woп't Ье аЫе to compete iп
world markets agaiпst Germaп, Japaпese, апd U.S. products. Soviet-era iпdustries
are iп precipitous decliпe.
Their maпagers апd other
large sectioпs of the elite
have turned agaiпst Yeltsiп's shock therapy project to rapidly
create capitalism iп Russia.
That is the esseпce of Yeltsiп's split with parliameпt. You
have to recall that the Russiaп parliameпt was elected iп the
first completely ореп апd free electioп iп Russia three years
ago, апd а majority of those elected were Yeltsiп supporters.
Today's charges that the deputies are mostly hardliпe communists are попsепsе: these are the same people who elected
Boris Yeltsiп as their first chair (ironically the job that his
maiп rival, Ruslaп Кhasbulatov, holds today); they stood Ьу
him duriпg the abortive coup апd after that supported him iп
dissolviпg the Soviet Uпiоп апd theп overwhelmiпgly voted
him sweepiпg emergeпcy powers to iпtroduce radical ecoпomic reforms.
Whatever the flaws of this Parliameпt, its members are
much closer to the grassroots thaп Yeltsiп апd his circle of
very bright, but totally ideological advisers. And so par-
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liamentarians bear the people
screaming in pain as their living standards plunge and they
lose the social safety net.
Ву any objective standards, Yeltsin's economic program has produced а social
catastrophe, and alienated
the managerial and technocratic elite. Тhat is one key
reason Parliament has turned
against him.
Another is that Yeltsin has
moved to accumulate vast
powers in the executive
branch. Не ruled Ьу decree
from November 1991 to
March 1992. Parliament's efforts to take back the extraordinary powers they had
temporarily granted him
were the main trigger for tbe
present political crisis in Russia. Yeltsin's draft constitution,
which Ье is trying to get adopted without the participation of
parliament, describes а strong, authoritarian regime in which
the president has the power to appoint the government, dissolve parliament, and d.eclare a.state of emergency.
·

CAQ: ls there nothlng left ofthe ldeology of soclallsm
among Yeltsln and the nomenklaturв ellte, only а complete dedlcatlon to free market capitalism?
FW: When 1 came here seven years ago at the outset of
perestroika, there was very little belief in socialism among
the generation dubbed the golden children. Тhese sons and
daughters of the Communist Party elite had received excellent educations, had the best that the society could give them,
and only aspired to live like their Western counterparts. Many
bad high positions in the Communist Party, but were absolutely exuЬerant Westernizers, pro-capitalists, and from
very early in the perestroika period, this was their agenda.
If you run down the list of Yeltsin's key advisers, you find
tbat until the last few years, most were fairly prominent
communist administrators or intellectuals. Yegor Gaidar, the
architect of shock therapy in Russia, was the economics
editor of the Communist Party organ Pravda until 1990.
Yeltsin's main political adviser, Gennady B~rbulis, was а
lecturer of scientific communism in Yeltsin's hometown of
Sverdlovsk. Тhere isn't а single Vaclav Havel-type figure in
this regime to symbolically reconcile it with the anti-com~
munist dissidents of the past.
CAQ: lnternationally, who is supporting Yeltsin?
FW: Тhе G-7 countries seem to have put their heads
together and decided that from the standpoint of Western
capitalism it is important to continue shock therapy, to integrate Russia rapidly into the world market, and to liquidate
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the remnants of the Soviet economy. From many points of
view, even from their own long-term point of view, 1 think
it's а very dangerous and misguided policy. lt will reduce
much of Russia to Тhird World status: selling off its raw
materials while importing First World finished products. Тhе
country really is а cornucopia of raw materials, very huge
quantities of whicb are already hemorrhaging out of- the
Russian economy.
In the shorter term, however, for Western corporations,
given the economic proЫems at home, the need to expand
markets is paramount. According to Kommersant, а leading
Russian business newspaper, only about two percent of Russians, or three million, have the income to live at а middleclass, Western European level. Although that's not many
people, а Ьig proportion are concentrated in Moscow and St.
Petersburg. If you add the 100,000-member foreign community, it means that Moscow is now а world-level consumer
market rougbly equivalent to а mid-sized Western city.
Тhе emerging social profile is similar to Brazil: Alongside
increasing numЬers of poor is а thin strata of very wealthy
people who make their incomes Ьу mediating Russian goods,
usually raw materials, onto the world market and importing
everything that they consume. Тhе streets of Moscow are
now filled with Mercedes and BMWs; you even see stretch
limousines quite often. ·

CAQ: 'The puЫlc perception in the West, especially
after the referendum, is that Yeltsin has great grassroots support. ls that true?
FW: Yeltsin won the referendum, and gained some political capital, but the result reveals mostly his weakness. Some
58 percent of those who voted said they "trust" him, but only
а bare majority, 53 percent, said they support his policies.
Тhat actually reflects а society divided down the middle.
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----,Also, Yelsin's support was precariously concentrated in
large urban centers, particularly Moscow and St. Petersburg.
Both he and his policies actually lost the vote in over half of
Russia's regions.
Тhе people who voted for Yeltsin are, on the whole,
working people who still want to Ьelieve in him,"to "stay the
course" as it were. In general, Russians are accustomed to·
thinking of government in terms of one strong man, and· the
anti-Yeltsin tacticsofthat fractious, rambunctious parliament
has certainly aroused disgust among average people.
Also, many of the intelligentsia still support Yeltsin, despite the way the reforms have devastated them. Like
generals fighting the last war, they are still focused on the
almost non-existent communist threat.
Of course, Yeltsin's people argue that the referendum
gives him а mandate to take firm and decisive measures, but
neither the questions asked nor the result would seem to
justify that. It's hard to see how he сап use such а vote·- i.e.,
that 58 percent "trust" him - to do anything drastic and still
remain within the democratic process.
It's а sobering thought that barely two years ago, in March
1991, Gorbachev won his referendum with much more impressive majorities. More than 74 per cent of voters in 9
Soviet repuЫics voted for preserving the USSR. But he wasn't
аЫе to use that popular result against an elite that was in
rebellion against him. Yeltsin now faces many of the same
proЫems - particularly regional separatisщ.

CAQ: Does support for Yeltsin correlate with class?
FW: Тhе Gaidar shock therapy project - it's hard to say
the Yeltsin project because he didn't intellectualize anything

Тhе enormous capital flight from Russia over the past
three years has far exceeded any Western aid coming in. Last
year the Russian Central Bank estimated the outflow at
around $20 Ьillion.

CAQ: The U.S. press generally seems to present
Yeltsln as the legltlmate elected volce of the Russlan
people. How well do these press reports portray the
reality of Russla today?
FW: U .S. journalists as а group appear to have changed
little. They socialize mainly among themselves and spend а
lot of time at the U .S. Embassy, and generally have failed to
rise above the Cold War view of Russian politics as nasty
communists vs. good democrats. Тhеу also have а sense of
solidarity with the State Department. I'm sure that the Soviet
Communist Party would have been delighted if it had journalists like that. Soviet j ournalists in the past wrote w hat they
were supposed to write, but when you got them alone, they
would tell you something cornpletely different. Оп the other
hand, U.S. correspondents are like that through and through.
CAQ: lt's the classlc difference between controlllng
what people write and influenclng what they thlnk.
Because the U.S. has done such а good Job gettlng lts
people to lnternallze ellte values, lt needs fewer strlc·
tures оп what ls written.
FW: Yes, the elegant thing abou~ the system is that they
prioritize the news with no one pulling their strings. Тhey've
been very partisan for Yeltsin, even to the point of abandon- _
ing their own professional formulas. Like, for example, the
axiom that every story has two sides.
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Тhat phrase is employed
reform. You would expect
these people to support
like а mantra, as if it explains everything. 1 never
Yeltsin and, in fact, а lot of
street hustlers and kiosk
saw а case where а U.S.
vendors do. But the new
journalist pointed to the obrich, whom Gaidar envisioned as the reforpi constituency, the
vious fact that it w.orks just as.well if you substitute Yeltsin
people generating real capital, are very rapidly either leaving
for Congress: Boris Yelts~n is а Soviet-era president who is а
the country or moving into the carnp of Russian nationalists
former member of the Poliфuro. In other words, it explains
nothing.
·
·
- into fascist organizations like the Russki Natsionalni
Sobor. Having made money, what they want most is stability.
About halfway through the Ninth Congress of People's
lt recalls Weimar Germany, and there lies the savage folly of
Deputies, the АР bureau here - all 12 writing staff- sudthe Gaidar project.
denly dropped the "former" 'in that stock phrase, so that it
Emigration is the only other noticeaЫe treri~ among the
read, "Тhе Congress is а Soviet-era body dominated Ьу
riCh. Тhе most valued status symbol in Russia Ц>dау is not а
communists" in all of their сору.
new Mercedes, а lavish dacha or Ьig diamonds - it is .а
They really have been behind Yeltsin almost to the level
foreign passport. Many Western countries, including Canada:
of generating propaganda; they wouldn't Ье аЫе to write like
and the U .S" facilitate the exodus with policies that grant
that from any other country in the world. 1suppose that comes
residency and а fast track to citizenship for "investors" who
from Cold War ed,ucations, the sense of mission they always
put а certain amount of money into the local economy.
brought to this country, and the political urgency generated
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Franclsco Conde/lmpact Vlsuals

Government crackdown has not prevented communist demonstrators ln Moscow who oppose economlc shock therapy.
Ьу

the government and Embassy people. 1 watched Bill
Clinton stand with Boris Yeltsin in Vancouver and say: We
support democracy and reforms, and you, Mr. Yeltsin, in
Russia.
People need to remind themselves that what's unfolding
here in Russia is still very much а struggle between different
democratically elected bodies of power. It's an internal
democratic struggle, and it's utterly inappropriate for foreign
leaders to take sides.
It's also counterproductive to long-term Western interests
to associate so closely with the shock therapy and the politicians who implemented it. Тhе social disaster resulting
from that policy will create а backlash, and when it comes,
it 's going to take on а very anti-Western character if the West
is seen as the main author of the mess.

CAQ: Wlll there also Ье а backlash in the sense that
the Russians view the amount of Western interventlon
and ald as an lnfrlngement оп their national autonomy,
thelr sovereignty?
FW: Well, yes. Within months, the Ьig industries in central
Russia are going to start to fold. Тhey're already just staggering along on half time and short wages, and when that
avalanche begins, there will Ье mass unemployment with
tens of millions of workers out in the street feeling they were
conned. Тhey've been told for years that if you just toss out
the Communist Party, adopt the right legislation, get а market
.economy, then Ьу gosh, the West will come in here, invest,
and show you how to better your lives. Тhеу certainly did not
expect their lives to get worse.
Тhis is political dynamite. In places like Brazil, where
two-thirds of the people live in constant poverty, marginalized from the world economy - and this is not to diminisb
their suffering - there was not а highly educated population
with high expectations.
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One of the most popular j okes on Moscow streets lately is
this: What has Boris Yeltsin done in one year that the communists couldn't do in 70 years? He's made communism look
good.
Like most Russian humor, it has а Ьitter and angry core of
truth. Тhеу knew а system that distributed resources and,
although it wasn't great, they had jobs, homes, health care,
three meals а day, and their children got educated. As they
start to lose what were seen as rights and get the sense that
the loss is permanent, the political consequences will Ье
great. 1 have а very Ыеаk view of this; there will Ье а terriЫe
price to рау.
CAQ: Do you expect that, rather than looking toward
democratlc soclallsm, they will look more toward а
fascist control?
FW: Yes, I'm afraid that this is one of the very рrоЬаЫе
outcomes. In addition to а return to а state-controlled economy, the Russian nationalists' formula comblnes the worst of
Russian history: а strong state - lacking even the Soviet
Union's democratic pretensions; а rejection of the internationalism - which, however distorted, informed Soviet
government policies and in many ways was quite successful;
and irredentism - the urge to reunite Slavic peoples of the
former Soviet repuЫics or at least those areas with heavy
Russian population. That's quite а lot of places including
much of Kazakhstan, parts of other central Asian and north
Caucasian repuЫics, а Ьig part of Moldova,. and parts of
Estonia and Latvia as well. Тhе nationalists argue among
themselves whether Russia should Ье restored within the
pre-1914 boundaries of Czarist Russia, whether the USSR
should Ье revived, or whether only the Slavic repuЫics,
Ukraine, Belarus, and Russia should Ье reunited. Тhе basic
idea could appeal to broad· masses of Russians in conditions
of social catastrophe.
а
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CAQ: How strong ls the fasclst or nationalist Right?
FW: It 's hard to estimate, but they have а sigпificaпt
factioп of deputies iп the Parliameпt. They сап put оп а pretty
good show iп Moscow where their demoпstratioпs draw
30,000 to 50,000 people. They have пewspapers - the maiп
опе, Dyen, is а terriЬle, frightening rag with an immense
circulation across Russia. Now, they're still а political fringe,
but they are awai ting the self-destructioп of the ruliпg circles
in Moscow and further ecoпomic collapse, assuming,
рrоЬаЫу correctly, that it will all play into their hands.
CAQ: How staЫe ls Russla as а natlonal entity? ls
lt llkely to survive in lts current configuratlon?
FW: No, the processes that broke up the Soviet Union are
coпtiпuing. The current Russian Federation is as much а
forced multi-ethnic entity as the USSR was, but it now has
full-Ыown free-market pressures accelerating the breakup.
About 20 per cent ofRussia is non-Russian ethnic minorities
but they control over 50 per сепt of the territory, iпcludiпg
some of the richest sources of raw materials.

cases coпtaiпs по пatioпal considerations, just straightforward economic and political опеs.
CAQ: What ls the role of the world market ln encouraglng those sentiments? ls the U.S. helping to
develop resources ln expectation of being аЫе to
explolt them?
FW: I think there must Ье divisions withiп corporate and
U.S. official policymaking circles. Мапу busiпess interests
would рrоЬаЫу rather deal directly with а lot of little states
than with one great state that's powerful and аЫе to negotiate
effectively. Geostrategic thinkers in Washington рrоЬаЫу
tend more to supporting а unified Russian government, just
as George Bush preferred the Soviet Union as one Ьig piece
of real estate.

CAQ: Do you know where Clinton stands оп that?
FW: I don't know. His ardent support for Yeltsiп suggests
that he supports а unified Russia, but I doп't kпow that it will
make much difference since large corporations are pursuing
their own ageпda.
CAQ: Are any of these areas threatening secesslon?
For example, the global diamoпd monopoly, De Beers,
FW: Areas with both а separate ethnic identity and somehad а long, cooperative relatioпship with the Soviet Union.
thing they could sell on the world market are the danger
Now they are confused and concerned about the political
points. Tatarstaп, а large
insecurity and don't know
Muslim repuЫic on the
really what to expect. But
Volga with some of the
they know one thing for
blggest oil reserves in
sure. They know where the
Q: What has Yeltsin done in one year that the
Russia, has declared
diamonds are. They're in
Communists couldn't do in 70 years?
economic independence.
Sakha- Yakutia, and De
Bashkortostan, also MusBeers people includiпg the
А: He's made communism look good.
lim and closely related to
Oppenheimers, father and
the Tatars, with 60 persоп, have been there
cent of Russia's oil refiп several times courting
ing capacity, is also edging toward greater independence. In
President Mikhail Nikolayev, and frequently wining and
the north Caucasus, there is one oil-rich Muslim repuЬlic,
dining him iп Loпdon . Other traпsпational corporations are
Chechnya, which has actually seceded from Russia. Karelia,
also lookiпg for the wealth, goiпg to where it is located, апd
а Finnish-speaking repuЫic adjoining Finland, а huge area
tryiпg to cut deals.
with а lot of minerals and forest products, has declared
economic independence. Sakha-Yakutia, in eastern Siberia,
CAQ: What about the Muslim states and their
is about а third the size of Сапаdа. It has only а millioп
relatlonship to fellow Muslim reglons in the former
people, but almost all ofthe former Soviet Unioп's diamoпds
Soviet Union? Are Turkey and lran allylng wlth Muslim
(12 per cent of global production), the second-Ьiggest gold
repuЫlcs ln expectation of either cultural or economlc
benefits?
reserves in Russia, as well as пewly discovered oil, gas, апd
coal basins. It says it will Ье the Kuwait of Siberia. The title
FW: In Russia, there are опlу five or six million Muslims,
"Kuwait of the Caucasus" is claimed Ьу Kalmykia, а little
but they are strategi call у located in Tatarstaп and the пorthern
oil-rich Buddhist repuЫic оп the Caspian Sea. You see the
Caucasus. The main Muslim repuЫics of the former USSR
trend here. People are asking quite logically: Wouldn't it Ье
are поw iпdependent: Кirghizstaп, Kazakhstan, Tajikistan,
better not to sell our products through Moscow, but go directUzbekistan, Turkmeпistaп , Azerbaijan. In those states there
ly to the world market апd buy back from the world market
is а tremeпdous amount of diplomatic, political and other
what we want?
activity with Turkey and Saudi Arabla. I think that most of
This applies поt опlу to Russia's 21 ethпic repuЫics, but
these states and some of the Russian regioпs will reorieпt
to several key Russiaп regions as well. There are politically
themselves to look south rather thaп north for inspiratioп,
significant separatist movemeпts developing in the Far East
technology, and capital. The U.S. is putting its mопеу on the
Territory, iп central Siberia, and in the southerп Black Sea
Turkish model - а secular, pro-Western, capitalistic state regioпs of the Russiaп Federation. The rationale iп these
as the опе to promote the former Soviet peoples.

Russian joke:
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CAQ: How are Russlan pollcy analysts deallng
wlth SerЫa?
FW: It's just one of а series of geopolitical issues
about Russian foreign policy and its orientations. SerЬia, а traditional Slavic and Orthodox protege of Russia, is а drum that Russian nationalists beat with some
success. Western leaders seem to have made Moscow's
cooperation on this issue а kind of acid test of overall
Russian strategic intentions; that pressure aggravates
the domestic struggle over it.
But there are deeper questions that Russian centrists
and even Yeltsin supporters are asking about foreign
policy. Тhere is disillusionment over the humiliating
aspects and lack of productive results from the proWestern, and evenjunior partnerist, foreign policy that
Andrei Kozyrev has pursued. For instance, for well
over а year, Russia has acted with the West on all issues
Steven l<asherЛmpact Vlsuelв
and ignored its traditional Тhird World partners, espeYoung
dock
worker
has
а
fasclnatlon
with
things
capltallst.
cially India. Тhе Indians were going crazy; the important trading relationship they had, including critical
The civilian program was not much better. Тhе Soviets set
supplies of military equipment, just collapsed. So did the
off at least 100 peaceful nuclear explosions to build reserbroader strategic understanding on key South Asian probvoirs for dam sites, excavate Ьig pits for oil storage tanks,
lems. Yeltsin went to lndia in January and to some extent
and things like that.
repaired things. Тhе Russian foreign policy community is
One of the really frightening developments is that the
beginning to recognize that the USSR's relations with many
breakdown of the Soviet Union has sundered the tight scienТhird World countries contained not only an ideological
tific and technical connections that used to animate and
dimension, but often made good geopolitical sense as well.
control the system. Now, there is far less communication
Тhere is а drift and struggle here in Moscow. You have а
group of higbly ideological people, like foreign minister
between the brain centers in Moscow and the 15 nuclear
stations (with some 44 functioning reactors) many of which
Kozyrev, who for very strong and sincerely-felt reasons
are in now independent states like Ukraine and Lithuania.
pushed this idea of Russia joining the West and cutting
Тhе waste situation is also chaotic. When Ukraine stopped
relations with traditional Soviet allies. Underneath them you
selling vegetaЫe oil to the people of Krasnoyarsk, for exhave very large sections of the old Soviet elite - in this case
the foreign ministry professionals - gradually pulling the
ample, Krasnoyarsk stopped accepting Ukrainian nuclear
waste. Тhе whole system is breaking down.
pendulum back on pragmatic grounds.
CAQ: Let's talk about the environment. Apparently,
great expanses of land and water ln the ex-USSR are
contamlnated wlth nuclear and other toxlcs. Not long
ago, an accldent at Tomsk released an unknown quantlty of nuclear material lnto the environment. А month
earller, lnformatlon emerged about а long-standing
pollcy of dumplng nuclear waste - and, ln fact, whole
nuclear reactors, fuel rods and all - lnto the Arctlc
Sea. Both the level of contamlnatlon and lllness from
that dlsaster and others, as well as the level of dlstrust
generated Ьу bad handling of the sltuatlon, have been
clted as slgnlflcantfactors lnthe downfall ofthe USSR.
FW: 1 think that's particularly true in terms of loss of
credibllity for the Soviet model of economic development
among the people. Тhе Soviet nuclear estaЫishment is in
deep trouЫe; programs everywhere, especially the military
ones, are very messy and unsafe. Just as the U .S. has Savannah River and Hanford, the Soviets have horror stories, but
they are all over, especially in western Siberia where there
are major dumping facilities at Tomsk and Кrasnoyarsk.
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CAQ: Are Rщsslans aware of the level of danger and .
chaos? ls there protest or an environmental movement?
FW: Тhere is, but it is not very Ьig. Тhе best environmentalists in Russia are the Greenpeace people, but they don't
have а mass following. Тhere isn't а proper Green party. Тhis
society is reeling in confusion and people are suffering an
implosion of living standards. Environmentalism isn't on
their list of priorities.
CAQ: What about а women's movement? ln terms
of unemployment and rights, women have been lmpacted as а group more than men. What has thelr
response been, either as individuals or as а group?
FW: Again, there is no mass movement. Тhere is the
Moscow-based Institute for Gender Studies - which does
some really penetrating studies and tough lobbying headed Ьу а brilliant feminist, Anastasia Posadskaya. The
only nationwide political force is the Women's Union, successor to the old official Soviet Women's Committee. In the
early years of perestroika, Gorbachev tried to estaЫish
grassroots women's councils in all workplaces and com-
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munities, and the Women's Union has inherited the remnants
of this. But its leadership is still rather cautious and conservative. With eight out of ten of the new unemployed among
Moscow women (most of them are middle-aged and highlyeducated), the Union's response is to run retraining programs
to teach them to Ье hairdressers, cosmeticians, computer
operators, accountants, and so on. It's humiliating for technicians and academicians to Ье taught to take in laundry as а
survival skill. 1 respect that the Women's Union is doing
something, but without а tough political analysis, it ends up
providing only а bandaid.
CAQ: ls the KGB stlll functlonlng domestlcally, and
lf so, at whom ls lt looklng? Who ls seen as а threat
to order?
FW: Well, as you know, the KGB was broken up into its
domestic and foreign operations, with the foreign intelligence branch run Ьу Yevgeny Primakov. Most of the domestic functions are now with the new Ministry of Security. As
far as 1 know, it's still all there and doing everything it used
to; perhaps more. For example, contrary to everything you
hear, any Russian who wants to obtain а passport for travel
abroad now needs to obtain а razresheniye, or clearance,
from the Ministry of Security. АН that was abolished years
ago Ьу Gorbachev but, astonishing as it might seem, а lot of
those old functions are being reestaЫished.

The industrial, technical, and scientific backbone of the former Soviet
Union is disintegrating and large areas
of it are going to Ье Third Worldized.
The intelligence community's input into the power structure is hard to assess, but 1 did hear that before Yeltsin made
that March 20th speech declaring his abortive "special order
of rule" idea, he consulted with all the power ministries. The
army toldhim it would Ье neutral; the Ministry ofthe Interior,
which controls the OMON interior troops, said it supported
him; and the Ministry of Security opposed him.
An awful lot of the security officers hate Yeltsin, they just
hate him. These people have а profession that predisposes
them to order and they think Yeltsin has totally destroyed
order in the country. Не also destroyed the things they think
it might have been worth destroying order for - like the
Soviet Union's world status and state cohesion.
CAQ: How do people feel about the breakup of the
Sovlet Unlon?
FW: It's funny, wherever 1 travel out of Moscow, an
enormous number of people say how sorry they are that the
Soviet Union broke up, and in the next breath they curse
Yeltsin and threaten to break away from the Russian Federa-
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tion. 1 don't have any real optimism for the short term. This
former country was so integrated, in every way. Out of 300
million people in the ex-USSR, 60 million belong to mixed
families. 1 feel the terriЫe tragedy of what happened and 1
can't help but think there is no other way for them to survive,
other than to rediscover internationalism. Eventually they
have to comc back to that. But in the short term, all of the
dynamics work against them.
CAQ: And what about ln the long term? What are the
prospects for а democratlc form of soclallsm emerglng ln Russla? ls there any hope for Russla developlng
what was referred to as а Thlrd Way?
FW: The best hope was in the early years of perestroika.
Although there was not really а plan, there was а vision and
there was the raw power. The USSR had а productive modern
economy and might have done it, might have transformed
itself gradually so as to enter the world economy on something resemЫing its own terms. That's all shattered. The
industrial, technical, and scientific backbone of the former
Soviet Union is disintegrating and large areas of it are going
to Ье Third Worldized. 1 don't see putting Humpty Dumpty
back together again.
There also is the fact that Russia cannot Ье digested into
the world economy as а developed modern country. It can't
Ье and it won't Ье, largely because the dynamic of the world
economy doesn't work to promote the development of other
countries in ways that make it possiЫe for them to join the
club of rich industrial countries.
But, then again, Russia is different from Third World
countries which are similarly marginalized. It has а very
strong, remembered experience that it was а superpower and
а cohesive modern society, and I' m sure that factor is going
to come back in unexpected new forms.
Му fear is that the first reactions are going to Ье very
extreme, dangerous ones. There is а democratic socialist
movement out there with sharp insights and well-conceived
programs, but it is still quite marginal. 1 know many of the
people and 1 admire them deeply - activists like Boris Kagarlitsky, Alexander Buzgalin, and Roy Medvedev - but
they don't have а lot of influence. They are shouldered aside
Ьу the Ьig, simple-minded movements with clear ideological
answers - whether it's Yeltsin's slogan of staying the course
to capitalism, or the neocommunists and nationalists which do have very coherent and persuasive answers. But
both these movements are roads to disaster.
There is another factor. While 1 don' t want to exalt or
idealize the Soviet experience, the people are well-educated
and very well organized into trade unions and mass movements. Despite the fact that everything was set in strict orblts
around the Party state sun, the people still got а political
education. Their understanding of the value of their collective activity can't disappear overnight. They also have а very
strong collective ethic; it's а cultural phenomenon that predates the Soviet experience Ьу hundreds of years and remains
а very strong force.
•
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Profiteers Fuel War in Angola
Sharon Beaulaurier
Angola's Union for the Total lndependence of Angola
(UNITA) rebels may win through violation of international
agreements and grand-scale deceit what they lost on the
battlefield and at the polls. In September 1992, 16 years into
the Ыооdу civil war that has claimed over 300,000 lives,
UNITA abruptly ended its year-old cease-fire with the ruling
MPLA (Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola) and
launched its largest, most sustained offensive of the war. UNIТA
owes its surprising
strength to а complex maze of companies scattered
throughout the
U.S., Western Europe, Russia, and
Southern Africa,
which has kept its
forces well fed,
armed, and clothed
throughout its
new wave of violence.1
Ву taking up
arms again, UNIТA
rejected the outcome of the September 1992 nati on al election
that the U.N. and
independent observers declared
generally free and fair. The formerly socialist MPLA, which
has led Angola since 1975, won over two-thirds of the parliament seats. However, with only 49.7 percent of the popular
vote, MPLA presidential candidate Jose Eduardo dos Santos
fell short of the 51 percent needed for а victory. А runoff
election was called between him and UNIТA ' s leader, Jonas
Savimbl . Foreseeing а dos Santos victory, Savimbl opted out
of the democratic process, returned to his guerrilla headquarters, then located in Jamba, and reignited the civil war.

Sharon Beaulaurier, а Washington, D.C.-based writer, is currently an intem
with the National Security News Service.
1. Support to either side in the Angolan war violates the United Nations
Triple Zero Option of the 1991 Bicese Accords. The Мау 1991 Accords,
overseen Ьу the United States, Russia, and Portugal, estaЬlished а cease-fire for
the Septernber 1991 elections.
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UNIТA is now closer to winning power than at any time in
its history. While the MPLA disarmed and demobllized its
forces in 1991 and 1992 in accordance with the cease-fire
agreement, UNIТA secretly prepared for electoral defeat Ьу
stockpiling arms, hiding its troops, and preparing to launch а
surprise attack in case of electoral defeat .2
Sustained Ьу а private network of international "humanitarians," UNIТA's powerful military offensive has caused
great human suffering and over
40,000 deaths in
the last six months. 3
The rebels now
control over 70
p e rcent of the
country, including Huambo, Angola 's second largest city and SavimЬi ' s new headquarters. Two months
of constant air
raids in February
and March reduced much of this
heavily populated
city to rubЫe. All
told, 10,000 t о
15,000 people
were killed in the
Huambo siege. 4
Many ofthe city's inhabltants once supported UNITA, but now
report horrifying stories of rebels beheading civilians, ambushing the refugee exodus, and tossing the weak and wounded into rivers to drown. 5 Тhе U.N . predi cts that the Huambo
siege created as many as 90,000 refugees. 6

2. Although the agreernent required UNITA to disarrn and convert into а
political party, SavirnЬi rnaintained his arsenal and kept 25,000 ofhis Ьest fighteг.;
"hidden in the bush." (Paul Taylor, "ln Angola, Seeking Реасе 'On the Cheap'
Renews War," Washington Post, March 29, 1993.)
3. Author's interviews with Francisco Da Cruz of the Perrnanent Mission of
Angola to the Organization of Arnerican States, and Malik Chaka of UNITA's
Washington-based Free Angola Inforrnation Service, March-April 1993.
4. АР, "Angola Govemrnent P,lanes ВоmЬ Rebel Areas," New York Times,
March 14, 1993.
5. Chris McGreal, "Murder Stalks Refugees on Long Road frorn War," The
Guardian (U.K.), March 23, 1993.
6. /Ьid
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UndeniaЫy, international humanitarian aid is essential to
relieving the suffering in war-torn Angola. А recent report Ьу
the human rights monitor Africa Watch documented that land
mines have maimed more than 20,000, and killed thousands
more, creating the world's largest population of amputees.1
Most of these are victims of U.S.-built mines planted Ьу
UNITA "with the deliberate aim of causing social and economic disrtiption." The report concludes: "Тhе human impact
of the land mines is likely to
increase in the short term, with
the return home of refugees
and displaced people and attempts Ьу civilians to reclaim
their villages, fields, and pastures, and to travel along roads
and paths. "8
In addition to the direct
civilian casualties who need
special medical attention, the
United Nations World Food
Program estimates that three
rnillion civilians are threatened
with starvation and disease. 9
UNITA, however, has used tbls
human suffering as а cover for
ad hoc resupply operations
that are difficult to track and
nearly impossiЫe to catch ferrying supplies to the reЬels.

u.s. Backs UNITA
As а long-time ally of Jonas
SavimЬi,

the U .S. refused to
recognize the dos Santos government until Мау 1993,
nearly eight months after the
election. In doing so, both the
Bush and Clinton administrations provided SavimЬi with
а degree of international legitimacy; he was battling an unrecognized government. During this time, SavimЬi moved
closer than ever to seizing power.
SavimЬi 's other key ally, the wblte South Mrican government, has made no similar move, and would рrоЬаЫу prefer
to see SavimЬi running ·its neighbor state during its own
transition to а post-apartheid government. 10
7. Cindy Shiner, "Angola Q and А," Christian Science Monitor Radio, Early
Edition, Мау 12, 1993.
8. Land Mines in Angola: Ап Africa Watch Report, Human Rights Watch,

January 1993.
.
9. UNIТA has aggressively tried to prevent humanitarian supplies from Ьeing
delivered into territory it controls. lnApril 1993 alone, UNПAshot down three U.N.
relief planes caпying critical relief into northem Angola. ("UNITA Launches
Fourth Attack on United Nations Plane," official press releme of the Peпnanent
OЬserver МissionofAngola tothe Organi7,ation of .AnEricanStates, April 27, 1993.)
10. For more about U.S. and South African military, economic, and political
destaЬilization efforts in Southem Africa, see CovertAction, Special: Тhе U.S.
and Africa, No. 13, July-August 1981.
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U.S. diplomatic, military, and financial support for Savimgoes back to 1974 when the U.S. first funded UNIТA, partly
on George Bush's watch at the Central Intelligence Agency.
In 1976, Congress ended all aid when it passed the Clark
Amendment, which shut down the CIA's Angola Task Force.
In 1985, after а three-year battle for funding with Congress,
the Reagan administration won а repeal of the Clark Amendment and resumed its effort to overthrow the Soviet- and
Cuba-backed socialist MPLA
Ьу providing covert training
and arms to UNITA. Тhе London Financial Times wrote
that since 1985 the CIA invested $400 million in SavimЬi.11 In the months before the
election, the National Endowment for Democracy-funded
lnternational RepuЬlican Institute (IRI), National Democratic Institute for Intemational
Affairs, and International
Foundation for Electoral Systems (IFES) funneled an additional $2.5 million for "party
building" and "democratic initiatives."12
·
Thanks to the generous
support of the CIA and the
South African government,
the UNITA forces are wellstocked militarily. In fact, six
months into its new offensive,
UNIТA's representative to the
United Nations boasted that
they had stockpiled six
months' worth of .weapons
and were not looking to buy
additional arms. What UNITA
lacks, however, is food, batteries, medical assistance, and most importantly, fuel for
planes and ground transportation. Because all foreign support, including from the U.S. and South Africa, is now banned
under the 1991 U.N. Bicese Accords, these strategic supplies
are flown into UNIТA-controlled territory Ьу private entrepreneurs under the pretext of humanitarian aid. In the months
immediately after the elections, there were supplies with
military applications in approximately one in five "relieГ'
flights from South Africa to UNITA. 13
Ьi

11. Elaine Windrich, "Saving Our Мап in Huambo," Lies Of Our Times,
March-April 1993.
12. Author's interviews with the IRI and the IFES, Мау 19, 1993. Тhroughout
1992, U.S. govemment agencies expended nearly $20 million to deploy 95 military
personnel, several С-130 aircraft, and to lease helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft
under the "реасе consolidation process." (CovertAction interview with Cmdr.
KeithArterbum, Office of the Secretary of Defense, PuЫic Affairs; and DoD news
briefing Ьу Pete Williams, Pentagon spokesperson, OctoЬer 6, 1992.)
13. Author's interview with Gerald Вender, Professor oflntemational Studies, University of Southem California, March 1993.
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In part, UNIТA finances these operations Ьу smuggling
diamonds from the northern region of Angola, wblch it controls. Тhе South Mrican De Beers diamond cartel admitted
to illegally purchasing $300 million worth of diamonds from
Angola in 1992. 14 In January 1993 alone, UNITA netted over
$400,000 selling diamonds on the Ыасk market. 15

MPLA Lacks Cash and Arms
While UNITA has surplus arms and currency, the government lacks both. When the Soviet Union crumЫed and Cuba
withdrew its military personnel under the 1991 cease-fire
agreement, Angola lost its largest international supporters. In
а recent interview, President Jose Eduardo dos Santos admitted that bls government is now in desperate need of
military hardware to "preserve its territorial institutions,"
but, he added, "we lack the cash to buy arms." 16 Dos Santos
also acknowledged that the government had to sell much of
Angola's future oil production to fund the war. Some reports
estimate that the government has already spent revenue for
oil wblch will not even Ье produced until 1997. 17
Ironically, what little military aid the МPLA-led government does get comes via transnational corporations seeking
to protect their regional oil interests Ьу promoting stabllity.
In March 1993, а British oil company hired 100 mercenaries
through the South African security consultant firm, Executive Outcomes, to protect privately owned Soyo-based oil
installations. Техасо transported the mercenaries on its own
sblp and maintains enough company helicopters to evacuate
them in one load. 18 Тwо of these mercenaries have been
killedin combat with UNITA, and, on March 7, three wounded
soldiers - ironically, South Africans - were flown out of
southeastern Angola to Windhoek for medical treatment. 19
The South Afrlcan Llfellne
While the U .S. has formally backed away from involvement in the Angolan struggle it helped to exacerbate, South
Mrica is more overtly partisan. Many UNITA resupply flights
originate in South Africa and South African "homelands"
with no interference from Pretoria. Тhе paltry international
support for the МРLА is no match for UNITA's global supply
line. In December 1992, the governments of Angola, Zimbabwe, NamiЬia and Botswana accused South African aircraft of violating their airspace to fly into UNIТA-held
territory. South Africa denied the charges, but acknowledged
that "private South African aircraft could, however, cross
international Ьorders illegal'i; without the knowledge of the
South Mrican government." 0
14. Мartha Honey's interview with Johannesburg-based news reporter,
Eddie Koch, March 1993.
15.0пisMcGreal,"Unita'sDiamondsofWar,"ТheWeeЦ>Mai~Мarch5,1993.

16. Interview conducted on Мarch 19, 1993, Ьу RТР Internacional Television (Lisbon), copyrightA.frica lntelligence Report.
11. Jbld.
18. Andrew Trench, "Mercenaries: Tale ofthe Таре," Daily Dispatch (East
London, SouthAfrica), Мarch 17, 1993.
19. Victoria Brittain and David Pallister, "Wounded Mercenaries Expose
S African Aid Line to Unita," The Guardian (U.K.), Мarch 13, 1993.
20. Pressrelease#78/92,SouthAfricanМissiontothe U.N. DecemЬer7, 1992.
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In March 1993, President dos Santos puЫicly accused
Wonder Air, a·south Mrican chartering company that flies
out of the Wonderboom airport near Pretoria, of flying illegal
UNITA resupply flights. Close connections between the airline's owners and the Pretoria government cast doubt on
South Africa's claims of innocence. Wonder Air is owned Ьу
Gert de Кlerk (а close associate of South Mrican foreign
minister Pik Botha) and former South African defense minister Magnus Malan. 21 Wblle many of the private relief network are merely profiteers who will sell arms to either side,
others, like de Кlerk and Malan, appear to Ье playing а
significant role in an operation to preserve wblte South
African dominance in southern Africa.
AgreeaЫe

Rlght-Wlng Frlends

In March 1993, all doubt of official South African support
for SavimЬi was dispelled. The Guardian (U.K.) revealed the
existence of Operation Agree, а covert strategy to maintain
South Africa's economic dominance of southern Mrica in а
post-apartheid environment. 22 Its first effort was to undermine the liberation movement in Namibla, SWЛPO, with а
massive propaganda campaign in the 1991 election. 23 According to Nico Basson, а former South African intelligence
officer, the second phase was to instigate support for UNITA
in the September elections. 24 Upon UNITA's defeat, the emphasis shifted to fostering an international network of private
relief organizations and dummy corporations to keep the
UNITA troops well-supplied as they fight to gain control of
Angola.
Headquartered in London, Operation Agree uses foreignowned companies in its Angola operation. А key partner is
Нilfe in Not (HiN), а German relief agency founded in 1986
Ьу Deitrich Kantel, which runs "relier' flights primarily into
Afghanistan and Angola. Wblte South African Christopher
Seabrooke, director of the SA Bias group wblch runs Operation Agree, acknowledged that his company did business
with НiN. In December 1992, the United Nations Development Program in Luanda, the headquarters for the World
Food Program, disassociated itself from any dealings with
the Gerrnan agency. 25 According to а U.N. official, НiN is
the only other relief ?ency, Ьesides the World Food Program,
flying into Angola. 2 It is the only relief agency t1ying into
UNITA-controlled territory.
In January, НiN chartered four DC-6s to ferry supplies to
UNITA from NamiЬia. Before they could take off, the planes
were seized Ьу Namiblan authorities at the Rundu airstrip
21. "Aпns dealers descend onLuanda," AfricaAnalysis, March 1993. Malan
was demoted to minister of forestry and water affairs when he was implicated
in assassination plots.
22. Brittain and Pallister, ор. cit.
23. lbld; See also "ANC Activists: Inside the South African Government,"
CovertAction, Number 34(Summer1990), рр. 14-16.
24. Brittain and Pallister, ор. cit.
25.Ihid.
26. Author's interview with World Fooo Program spQkesperson, Paul Mitchell, Мarch 30, 1993. The World Food Program is the primary relief agency in
Angola, and is responsiЫe fщ the transport and delivery of all International Red
Cross and other non-governmental relief agency goods to Angola.
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after it was discovered that they were carrying supplies for
the UNIТA troops (UNITA has several airfields along the NamiЬian and Zairian borders with gravel runways that require the
use of DC-бs). 27 One of the DC-6s, predictaЬly, originated
with а South African company - Barblan Aircraft Company in Germiston. 28 The other three DC-6s were supplied
Ьу а Namiblan company, Namibla Commercial Aviation
(NCA), which, since 1990, has chartered Cessnas and DC-6s
into Angola for the U.N. and various relief agencies. 29
After this seizure, Angola accused NCA directors Chris
Shutte, John Тhornley and Nick Weber of illegally supplying
UNITл. 30 Shutte denied the charges as "hogwash," but conceded that NCA did contract flights with Hilfe in Not to
deliver supplies into Jamba, Savimbl's former headquarters.
Still, Shutte maintained that all of his company's flights
carried only relief material: mainly food, seeds, and medical
supplies. 31

1991 Crash Reveals U.S. Companies with CIA Ties

U.S.-owned planes and companies are also deeply involved in the UNIТA resupply operation. lnnocuously named
front-companies - one hiding behind the next - recall the
familiar pattern used in U.S. covert aid to the rebel forces in
Nicaragua. In 1991, а С-130 transport aircraft crashed after
takeoff from the Luanda airport, killing all ten people aboard,
including three U.S. citizens. Тhе plane, carrying cigars,
alcohol, and food to UNIТA territory, was chartered Ьу Carib
Air Transport, and owned Ьу а Miami "film production"
company, CZX Productions. CZX's German-American owner, Deitrich Reinhardt, made headlines in 1987 when his
Frankfurt, West Germany-based St. Lucia airline was caught
flying arms for the CIA into Iran and UNIТA territory. The
parents of Charles Hendricks, а pilot killed in the crash, have
been unaЫe to locate Reinhardt, who has disappeared into а
confusing myriad of front-corporations and post office boxes.
Murky Miami Airlines

27. Martha Honey's interview with Stiehan Pauli, Johannesburg coпespon
dent for ZDF-ТV, January 1993.
28. Embassy of South Africa, Washington, О.С., "Response to Allegations
ofSouth African Involvement in Southem Africa," February 9, 1993.
29. Author's interview with Chris Shutte, March 1993.
30. Televisao Popular de Angola, Luanda, January 29, 1993.
31. Shutte interview, ор. cit.
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There are other parallels between UNIТA's war against the
MPLA and the Contra war against the Sandinistas in
Nicaragua. Both rebel forces are notorious human rights
offenders. Like the Contras, UNIТA is battling а freely-elected
government recognized Ьу virtually every nation except,
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Civil Aviation acknowledged that Armscor, the SouthAfrican
until Мау 1993, the U.S. Also like the Contras, UNITA degovernment's arms-producing company, had chartered Ruspends upon private "relier• organizations - many based in
sian Antonovs to fly into UNITA territory from Mmbatha
Miami - to circumvent the legal prohiЬitions against reairport in the South African "homeland" of Bophutatswana.35
supply operations. It is no accident that some of the same
Another Russian plane, owned Ьу Del-Industries, а South
companies, even some of the very same planes, that supplied
the Contras have resurfaced in Angola, giving new resonance
Mrican company with а Russian director, was grounded at
Mmbatha because it was suspected of flying unauthorized
to Chris Shutte's "humanitarian" intentions.
flights into southern Zaire, а common destination for UNITA
Тhе Namiblan Commercial Airlines' DC-6s seized at Runresupply flights. 36 Тhese types oftransactions are increasingdu earlier this year have а particularly interesting history of
ly common, with U.S. and Russian businesspeople entering
involvement in U.S.-sponsored covert operations. NCApurchased both planes in 1991 from F.A. "Gus" Conner and
into joint ventures to sell idle Russian machinery to anyone
who will рау the price.
Miami-based Conner Airlines to fill а contract for the World
Food Program. А Conner employee said that his boss would
never have sold the planes without а nod of approval from
Electlons As а Polltlcal Tool
the U.S. government. Conner had used these DC-6s to fly
After pumping hundreds of millions of dollars of covert
supplies to the Contras in Central America during the 1980s,
military aid to the UNITA rebels and destroying the Angolan
as well as to ferry cargo into South America, the Bahamas,
infrastructure with covert operations, the Bush administraAfghanistan, SouthMrica andAngola. 32 Even before Conner
tion switched tactics: it tried to use U.S. dollars to buy the
owned it, one of the DC-6s was being chartered Ьу World
election for UNITA leader Jonas Savimbl.
As а case study of democratic
Airways to fly from Ban~kok to
Vietnam in the early 1960s. 3
process and political control, howА Miami-based pilot, Captain
ever, Angola is as unremarkaЫe as
"UNITA is exactly like
Monroe "Тех" СаЫе, delivered the
it is cynical. Тhе New York Times
Conner DC-6s to Namibla and
recently quoted а senior State Dethe Khmer Rouge:
trained the crews. For two to three
partment official who said, "UNITA
months, СаЫе flew missions for
Elections and
is exactly like the Кhmer Rouge:
NCAinto Angola and MozamЬique,
Elections and negotiations are just
negotiations are just
supposedly for several different
one more method of fighting а war.
relief organizations, and а Southern
Power
is all. " 37 And in fact, the two
one more method of
· California-based Christian group. 34
groups are as much like the U.S.
fighting а war.
government as they are like each
Russlan Renegades
other; all three manipulate the elecPower is all."
While many elements of the suptoral process to defend political and
ply network are familiar, а new set
economic interests.
-State Department otficial
of players in the Angolan civil war
In Angola's case, the political
have recently emerged. Тhеу are the
stakes for the U .S. are dictated Ьу
fledgling capitalists emerging from
the imminent change in South Afthe former Soviet repuЫics peddling sturdy and affordaЫe
rica from а racist white-run state to Ыack-majority demaircraft to both sides. The Russian-built Antonovs are ideal
ocratic rule. А SavimЬi-led Angola with strong debts to the
airplanes for Mrica: Тhеу are well-built, аЫе to land in
U.S. and white South Africa is а key to continued U.S.
difficult terrain, and come consideraЫy cheaper than their
political and economic influence in southern Africa. If deU.S. equivalents. And the renegade Russian pilots have а
mocracy were the real objective in Angola, the U.S.
reputation for taking risky missions for very little money.
would long ago have j oined the international community
Ironically, Russian planes are being used to resupply the
and the United Nations in recognizing the MPLA's elecsame UNITA troops the former Soviet Union spent almost two
tion victory.
•
decades fighting. In one case, South Africa's Weekly Mail
reported that а senior official in South Mrica 's Directorate of
32. Мartha Honey's interview with Howard Davis, President of Conner
Airlines, April 1993.
33. Federal Aviation Administralion records for DC-6, tail numЬer N44DG.
World Airways' owner, Ed Daly, was hired Ьу the U.S. government in the early
1970s to ferry arms and rice to CamЬodia. Frank Snepp, Decent Interval,
(Vintage Вooks: New York, 1977) р. 222.
34. Мartha Honey's interview with "Тех" СаЫе, Мал:h 1993. Тhе Permanent Mission of Angola to the Organization of American States in
Washington, D.C. named Friends for Ufe, а Texas-based group, as а U.S.-based
Christian organization actively supporting UNIТA's war effort.
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35. Gavin Evans, David Zaring and Eddie Koch, "Вор planes 'Ferrying
Anns to Unita Forces '," The Weekly Mail, February 26-Мал:h 4, 1993. Also,
SAFAIR, South Africa's "civilian" company that was initially estaЫished Ьу
the government to circumvent the embargo on the govemment, is leasing three
Russian Ml-17 helicopters with crews from а Russian-American joint venture,
Ecotrends (Statement from Ecotrends general director in Moscow, А. Кado
chenko, Мал:h 1993).
36. "Antonov Flights Acknowledged Ьу SA Officials," The Weekly Mail,
March5-ll, 1993.
37. Bill Keller, "Тhе World; What the U.S. Can Learn from Angola's
Loser," New York Тimes, January 17, 1993.
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(Nazis, continuedfrom р.19)
German Expanslon
As part of its more aggressive military posture, Germany
is developing Green Beret-style "crisis intervention forces"
(although their deployment outside ofNAТO territory is still
prohiblted Ьу the German Constitution), which can only Ье
inhiЬited Ьу the historical memories of the genocide committed Ьу German Wehrmacht and SS elite troops some 50
years ago. 41
Germany has also taken а leading role in the political and
economic restructuring of Eastem E.urope. It encouraged the
breakup of Yugoslavia, and forced the international recognition of Slovenia and Croatia against the objections of the U.S.
and other N АТО allies. 42 Ву exacerbating the ethnic tensions
in Yugoslavia, the Kobl government contributed to the refugee crisis which is now "coming home to roost" in the asylum
debate. German neo-Nazis, too; have done their share Ьу
recruiting mercenaries to fight alongside the Croatians with
whom they have historical ties. 43
In Bonn, demands for border revisions in Eastem Europe
have moved from the political fringe to the center. While
neo-Nazis have be~n organizing in Silesia and other former
German territories, 114 German govemment officials frequently refer to Eastern Germany as "Middle Germany," implying

Gйnter

Grass describes
the German government as
"skinheads with ties."
that the "real" East is constituted Ьу the former German
territories that are now part of Poland, the Czech RepuЫic
and Russia. 45 Professor Michael Stiirmer, а prominent historian and adviser to Chancellor Kobl, recently suggested
that Russ~a give up the Kalininf ad area at the Baltic Sea (the
former German Kбnigsberg). 4
Despite а deepening economic recession in Germany,
Bonn's fiscal and monetary policies exert а strong influence

41. "1 fear the revival of GeПIЦlll mЩt;trism" (lnterview with retired Admiral Elmar Schmaehling), Germat1 Liheral Monitor (Loщlon/Leipzig), January
1993, рр. 24-26..
42. МаIС Fisher, "Yugoslav Violeщ:e Pµts Focus on Geпnany: Вonn's
Support for Slovenia, Croatia Draws Comparisons with Expansionist Past,"
Washington Post, July 7, 1991; WЩiam Pruzdi!lk, "Old Fears Stirred As
Geпnany Asserts New Aggressive Role," Wa.thington Post, DecemЬer 23,
1991; John Newhouse, "Тhе Diplomatic Round," New Yorker, August 24, 1992,
рр.60-71.

43. "Germany's Secret Balkщ Plan," Searchlight, July 1992, рр. 12-16.
fiir militante deutsche Nazis," Antifaschistisches InfoЫatt (Вerlin), July 1992, рр. 24-25.
44. Кlaus Bachmann, "Neonazis wollen Schlesier infiltrieren," Tageszeitung, October 23, 1992.
45. мartin Lee, "Geпnany Мoves to the Right," Christian Science Monitor,
October 1, 1992.
46. Мichael Stiirmer, "Eine AufgaЬe namens Konigsberg," Frankfurter
Allgemeine Zeitung, SeptemЬer 26, 1992; see Gary Lee, "Кaliningrad: Geпnan
Roots vs. Soviet Rule," WashingtonPost, NovemЬer 27, 1991.
"Кroatien: Тummelplatz
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on other European countries. 47 Using its economic might, the
Kobl govemment is forcing Eastern European governments
to cooperate with Bonn's anti-immigration policies and to
recognize ethnic German minorities in their cotintries. 48 In
Western Europe, too, Germany is pushin§ for the "harmoni•
zation" of restrictive asylum procedures.4 Тhе subtle muscle
of the deutsche mark has proven much more effective than
the genocidal firepower of the Wehrmacht in securing German hegemony on the continent.

Shlftlng Rlght
Politically, within Germany itself, the climate has shifted
dramatically to the right since reunification. Neo-Nazi leader
Heinz Reisz is not exaggerating Ьу much when he sums up
the far Right's objectives: "It is not our task at the moment
to seize power. Instead, we have to push the [mling] parties
to the tight. We have succeeded: Today's CDU is as far right
as the [neo-Nazi] NPD was 20 years ago." 50
Confirming the slide to the right, progressive novelist
Giinter Grass describes the German govemment as "skinheads with ties." 51 In recent months, he joined the hundreds
of thousands of Germans who protested against neo-Nazi
violence.52 Тhese important (and long overdue) demonstrations may have helped to isolate politically the most vicious
neo-Nazi elements. Тhere are, however, also serious political
limitations to anti-violence demonstrations and candlelight
vigils. As the British anti-fascist journal Searchlight points
out, "the central question of Article 16 [political asylum] wa8 largely avoided and nothing at all was said about the key role
of the Kohl government in sparking off the violence or about
the sordid capitulation of the Social Democrats in accepting
alterations to the right of asylum. "53
The extreme Right is gaining gпщnd in other European
countries as well. Nowhere, however, is its resurgence ,as
trouЬling as in Germany, with its legacy of the Nazi Holocaust, with its systematic disenfraцchisement of immigrants based on а racialist citizenship law, and with its
overt quest for political and econoщic dщnination of the
continent.
•
47. David Marsh, Тhе BundesЬank: Тhе Bank That Rцles Еиrоре (London:
Hc:inemann, 1992).
48. John Tagliabue, "Вonn Urges Russia to Restore Land for Its Ethnic
Germans," New York Times, January 11, 199i; Marc Fisher, "Eastern Europe
Swept Ву German lnfluence," WashingtonPost, February 16, 1992.
49. Eugene RoЬinson, "European Nations Coonl~nate Umits on Refugee
lnflux," WashingtonPost, December 1, 1992. GeПDЩly has long been а driving
, force behind the so-called ТREVI group and the Schengen Accords which
coonlinate immigration policies, "counter-terrorism," and domestic political
intelligence between Westem European countries, and estaЬlished а powerful
international computerized police system, which includes databases on immigrants and refugees. See Tony Bunyan, "Towards an authoritarian European
state," Race and Class (London), January-March 1991, рр. 19-27.
50. Вemd Siegler, "Dienel und Reisz: Zwei Einpeitscher der Reehten,"
Tageszeitиilg, December Ц, 1992.
51. David Streitfeld, "Gunter Grass, Unrelenting," Washington Post,
FeЬruary 15, 1993.
52. See, for example, Stephen Kinzer, "300,000 in Munich Protest
Violence," New York Times, December 7, 1992.
53. "Nazi terror gets cosmetic treatment," Searchlight, February 1993, р.
17. See also the op-ed piece of а prominent German Jewish intellectual: Micha
Brumlik, "Kerun iiber Berlin," Tageszeitung, January 29, 1993.
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