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Editorial
It is clearly appropriate, once again, to underScore the
enormity of the CIA' s. sordid role in the world of drug trafficking. As we show in this issue, the CIA has been, from its inception, а major source of opium, heroin, and now crack.
Revelations that the planes which fly weapons .to the antiSandinista contras in Honduras and Costa Rica return filled
with drugs, may-if they are allowed to Ье fully explored-yet
shock the conscience of an American people numЬed Ьу а decade of equally incrediЫe revelations.
СА/В has also leamed that the CIA is receiving assistance
in its Central American drug operations from an old ally, the
mafia, which, after all, has been in the business since before
the CIA existed. We hope to have this report in our next issue.
Getting the infonnation to the puЫic may not Ье easy, as а
recent Village Voice report details. Efforts Ьу the office of the
U.S. Attomey in Miami and Ьу the staff of Senator John Кепу
(Dem.-Mass.) to probe contra drug running have been continually stymied Ьу ait administration, and its congressional
backers, desperate to avoid the tamish such investigations
'will give to the image oftheir "freedom fighters."
Indeed, the efforts to discredit Sen. Кепу are monumental,
ranging fr()m а back-stabblng committee staff member to unlawful interference with grand juries to disinformation cam~
paigns in the media. Pressure on the TV networks has led to
orders to coпespondents not to cove:i: the wщk of Кепу's
subcommittee, and one, which ran the first of а three-part
series on contra drug srnuggling, abruptly canceled the other
parts and fired its researcher. The cover-up is extensive.
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Drug ·тesting, CBW, alid AIJ)S
Тhе CIA does not just run drugs; it tests them on people as
well. In this issue we review some of the more notorious
aspects of such programs, including an update on the history
of U.S. involvement in chemical-Ьiological warfare research
and development.
It is that work which leads to the special section of this "
issue (to Ье continued in the next), on AIDS. А numЬer of researchers have raised the possibllity that this dread epidemic
is the result, either intended or accidental, of such CBW work.
Because we believe that the AIDS crisis is of profound importance, we are puЫishing this material which reviews all of
the theories under consideration. Тhere is no smoking gun
here; indeed the "experts" cannot agree on what causes AIDS,
much less on how it works. But tЬе evidence is very strong
that nature alone is not responsiЫe.

Last Issue

It was pure coincidence that our l~st issue, on the Religious
Right, hit the stands as the Jim and Tammy Bakker scandal
broke. What is deliЬerate, however, is the way the media's
coverage of the exposes concentrated on sexual and financial
shenahigans alone, virtually ignoring the deep ties of the
religious ideologues to the contras and the Oliver North supply
network, to prominent U.S. govemment officials, and to extreme rightwing groups around the world.
·•
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Running

Drug-s~ and·~:secret .Wars
·ву

David. Truon~' D~H. *.
>.

World War 11 had barely ended when major· westem powers
scramЫed to i;-eas&ert cpntiol over~ their fqщier. colonies. Asia
was one region w~~ie fI;flllce, England; and'.'ihe U.S. reached
understanding aboii(theit 'tёspective spheres i>f influence. In
September 1945, '~...,<-· • <;е .sought to reestiiьнsh her rule over
Indochina and·e· . 'PJrii}t!coloIJies wh~te-sh~ had been unceremoniously\t}. · - ··:· tC?~ Ьу the ·Axis· powe~. With British
th,enec;t·by Ч'rui:nan~s .policy against
assistance, an · ·
tS.' in;Jhdochina. thё, Ftёnch returned to
independencel .;
Indochina to J:jeg
dis'astr0ш1;nine~year war against the
Viet Minh, VittП.~::~··,; "~ - ~9iiing }n.depen,~tшce movement.
In exchangeJQr';F~i;i.c. pf>ort.of America"s Marshall Plan
and anticomrn~1.s!~.Qperil :ьns .throughout•Eurppe, the United
States contributed'tь Ftarice;s reconquest ofindochina. Ву the
time of the French defeat at Dien Bien Phu in 1954, the U.S.
had spent $3.5 Ьillion, or seventy-five percerit of Freneh \.vir
costs in Indochina. Nevertheless, throughout the war, the
~~цф found themselves shщt of fцnds .to finance. their covert
o~@tions against the Viet Min,h. Тhus in 1951, the french
ii:Щii~grnce,service, SDECE (Service de Docи'[llef}ta.tion ~xte
r;fe.µr~~ et d,u Cqntre-Espionage); and its covert, operatiqns
"Ь~<;р. Service <Action, took ov.er the enormous '()pium trade
·
in Frencti lndochina. 1
Кnown as the "@piui;n .Mopo_pqly,".·~e op-ium trade was
firSt estaЫished Ъy<Jhe Frenc·ь in· the. .1880s to finance their
colonial rule over·Indochina. 2 Service d''/\'~tion.had dubbed its
opium-financed·s~Щ:et war "Operation Х~;·;~;"ТЬе operation involved French-trained commandos i'nade i.tp- of Hmong and
other tribesm:eit to Ье sent into action 'against Viet Minh
strongholds and а distribution network 6f French-sponsored
local pirates who ran hundreds of opium d~ns throughout
Vietnam and Laos. Operation Х iщ:luded а supporting cast of.
Corsican undeJworld characters and.:their small airline, "Air
Opjum," shuttHrig drug·;cщgos bet\!Veen Laos and Vietnam.
Тhе Corsicans'nad~H~s·":wjtl} th~ir еqшЩ~. ~nterprising colleagues in France. in post-war metropolitan France the CIA
had made its own alliance with the Corsican undeтWorld. in its
program to neutralize'the influence ofFrench Communist.~ade
.
4
unюns.
, .
· . .
J~щirig th~ sa;Iite ~riod,.in neighЬoring T.hailand, the U.S.
lia4. e~~b~.isheq а maj<;>,r presence. U.S. intelligence щ:tivities
i9' Тh~land were part of а broad covert program, sanctioned Ьу
tht Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Truman Wl;\~te House" against
the.nc;;wl:y e.st~Ыished C,hin~se Communist govemment. Since
19~8; the Office for Policy Coordination under the latё Frank
Wisner, driven Ьу Cold War fever, had inЩated ц number of
covert,opeщtions in Europe and laid the ground for more anticomrnunist operations il}Asia.
* David Truong. D.H. is а researcher and policy analyst and а Iong-time
watcher of U.S. intelligence activities in the Тhird World.
1. Alfted МсСоу, The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia (New York:
Harper & Row, 1972), рр. 92-109.
2. !Ыd., рр. 73-75.
3. /Ьid., рр. 99-100.
4. /Ьid., рр. 37-47.
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Ci~1~ ·Air·Transport (САТ),

American intelligence's first
proprietary airline in the Far East! flew cliщdestine missions
and dfop~ fщ the·OPC and late~, for.the CIA throughout Indoc;hiЦa;-Тhailand, Вщmа and soiltherii aA(i·eastem China. In
early February i95J ,:t!ie' СЦ\ injti.ii.ted bperation PAPER, the
fпst ma]or paiщllffitary <Jpeiatiol{ in. that part of Southeast
Asia. It involved thb. invasion of Yunnan province, southem
China,, Ъr some 4,000' Kuomintang 'tro6ps based in Mong
Hsat, Burina. 5 · кмt General" Li Mi's froops met defeat and
were driver{back to Burma; witli' continued CIA assistance,
the КМТ agMii tned twice t6 invade Yunnan province before
retrenching itself in the tetritory of th~ Shah States in Burma. 6
In the decades that followed, Thailand Ьесаmе the launching
pad fol'the:inultiiude o:i'U.S. covert operations against China.
Тhroughout "the 196Q~ ,and "early 1970s, as the U.S. increased
its role in Laos and South Vietnam, the Agency developed its
Тhai-based ,cov~rt', parainilitaiy prograins agairist Indoc;hina
and the'rest'of Southeast Asia:.
·
This· fheater of cJnщfestine operations was also а major ·
opiunr. gtowing. t;egion, stret~i'iing· from southem Yunniin to
neighboring Burma's Shan states. nortl:iem Thailand, · and
northem Laos:" lt'was comhlЬniy·known as the "Goldei1
Tri11Пg1e,·; "to (>pium· iщd ·heroir:i traffickers, and was the souree
of }О ·percent of ·the world's op:lurn· productl.on' in th"e early
l 910s: ,:Гоdау, :Ще .~~iden _Trial'l"~e. stili pro?uces at I~ii:st 90
tol)S per year of heroш destшed for the Amencan market. 7
ТЬ:е CIA~backed КМТ troops settled in Burma after World
W a:r. Ц' Щid, control1e~ tЬе opiщn traffic for buyers in northem
Тhaiiana аЦd Bangkok. Froпi 1948 on, American intelligerice
activities in the Golgёn 'Triangle were intertwined with the
opium' trade~ Infiltr~tion 'routes for CIA commando teams into
southem China were also used as drug smuggling routes for
traffickers in Burma and Тhailand. Local Shan tribesmen provided the guides ·10 both the Agency's teams and opium
carav~s near the Britma-Chinese border. And the Agency had
mainЩin~d 'fiy~ .~cret tfaining cainps and two key listening
posts_jn ilie Shari state~ protected· Ьу its drug''smuggling КМТ
troops arid'local mbesniёn. 8 . .
'
Тhaiiarid was ы course а major opium Ii1arketplace at the tip
of the Gold~!l .rri~gle. The military cliques of strongmen
which ruled the country, beginning with General Phao Siyanon
in 1947, also ;controlled the Тhai National Police Department
(ТNPD) which was ihe largest opium traffic syndicate in the
counti-y. l'hese "sti-ongmen" grew immensely wealthy from
their drug monopoly and froli1 ties to the CIA. 9 Much of·this
drug sщugglin{netwщk remains very active today, and bas
5. William М. Leary, Perilous Missions: Civil Air Transport and С/А
Covert Operations in Asia (Univetsity, Ala.: University of Alabama Press,
1984), р. 129.
6. /Ьid ..• р. 131.
7. U.S. NewsandWorldReport, Мау4, 1987, р. 33.
8. МсСоу, ор. cit" n. 1, рр. 306-8.
9. Тhomas LоЬе, United States Security Policy and Aid to the Thailand
Police, University of Denver Graduate School of Interi!ational Studies: Monograph Series in World Affairs, Vol. 14, No. 2 (Denver: 'University of Denver,
Colorado Seminary, 1977), р. 20.
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Кhouang Air Transport (ХКА Т). The airline flew cargos of
opium and heroin between Long Tieng and Vientiane. 13 Тhе
Hmong mercenaries' heroin production went mostly to Laos's
. prime drug king and merchant, General Ouane Rattikone, commander of the Laotian Air Force.
It was during this period, between 1966 and 1969, that
several key players in the current weapons supply network to
the contras developed their skills in drug running and secret
war management. Theodore Shackley was CIA station chief in

deep roots in Тhailand's miЙtary and par~ilitary circles.
Тhе Agency's role was much more pervasive than that Of
the French Service d' Action in Vietnam. The С1А founded and
ir~ned General Pbao's paramilitary policct force, and equipped
it with artillery, .~ank:s, and helicopters. Тhе p,olicё ·force not
очlу protected Thai Ьorders. but also conducted commando
missions into lndochina, Burma, and China. U.S.
paramilitary specialists, eith~r retired military personnel or
detailed from oth~r departщents, were brought to Bangkok to
train this new Border Patrol Police ЩРР). ·
То manage the training anQ· equipping of the. ВРР, the CIA
had asked а retired OSS China hand, the late Paul Helliwell, to
form а cover organ.ization out of Miami. The Overseas
Southeast Asia Supply Company, or Sea Supply, had the sole
contra<;t with Тhailaцd for services to the ВРР. 10 Helliwell,
.also Тhailand'i; Consul in MiЩli during the early 1950s, was
one of the Clf\' s specialiЩ on f<;>rming front companies and
laundeЦng funds for "Ыасk" operatiqns in the Caribbean in
sµpport of the Agency's secret war against Cuba, 11 ei;pecially in preparation for фе 1961 Вау of Pigs.invasion. The
Agency's primary airlin~, САТ, renamed Air America in the
late 1960s, flew military equipment from CIA depots in
Okinawa to Bangkok for Sea Supply . 12 Within the
Thailand-Burma theater, САТ flights carried weapons,
paramilitary persщщel, and opium for the Thai strongmen as
well.
Ву 1950, the CIA had created its own "Operation Х" in
neighboring Thailand, larger and much more efficient than that
of the French SDECE. Тhе historical roots of today's secret
s}ipply network for the contras in Cential America lie with the
CIA's paramilitary programs with the КМТ. and tЬе ВРР in
Southeast Asia. These covert operations provided tlie Agency
with consideraЫe experience in the management of secret wars
and drug running.
Тhе C~A's clandestine war against the Pathet Lao, which
involved at least fifty thousand Thai and' Hmong mercenaries,
and some КМТ troops, remains the largest in Agency history.
Air America had а fleet of several Ышdred of all kinds of
aircraft from 1968 on, operating out of six bases throughout
Thailand and Long Tieng, the Agency''s operational
headquarters in northem Laos. Long Tieng was the main base
ofthe Hmong commanding general, Vang Рао, and the site of
his main heroin lab for the entire Golden Triangle region. In the
late 1960s, the Agency even assisted Vang Рао in his purchase of Air America aircraft to form his own airline, Xieng
10. lbld.;

р.

23.
11. Penny Lemoux, /п Banks We Trust (Garden City, N. У.: Anchor
Press/DouЫeday, 1984), рр. 80-83.
12. Leary, ор. cit" n. 5 .• р. 129.
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Theodore G. Sbackley.
Laos from 1966 to 1969 and the 'de facto chief of staff for the
Agency's secret war. Shackley later did а tour in South
Vietnam where he managed Operation Phoenix, the "pacification" program against tlie Vietnamese. Tom Clines worked
under him in Laos, managing ground support activities for the

Thomas G. Clines.
war. Richard Secord, then а lieutenant colonel detailed to the
Agency, was handling air support which included Air America
and other minor CIA proprietary airlines. Secord stayed on in
Тhailand in the early 1970s to manage operations Ьу U.S. Special Forces and Hmong troops in Laos.
Together with Robert "Red" Jantzen, the Agency's station
chief in Thailand (1958-1969) and the infamous Edwin
Wilson, Shackley, Clines and Secord were cited in the late
l 970s in the scandal of the collapse of the Nugan Hand·Bank in
Australia. 14 Тhе bank was found to Ье heavily lnvolved in
drug trafficking between Thailand and Australia, as well as
13. Christopher RobЬins, Air America: The Story of the CIA's Secret
Airlines (New York: Putnarn's, 1979), р. 237.
14. Commonwealth-New South Wales Joint Task Force оп Drug Trafficking Report, Vol. 4, Nugan Напd (Part //) (Sydney: Govemment Printing
Office, 1983).
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JHE SOUJHEAST ASIA OPIUM TRAIL
DRUG TRAFFIC ROUТES FROM ТНЕ GROWING AREAS
==Oplurn~growlngareaa.
-Lendroule

"----Wвterroute

._••••Alrroute

In the fall of 1972, the CIA was under pressure to prove that
it was not involved in opium and heroin smuggJing for the
Hmong mercenaries and drug dealing generals in Indochina.
Ironically, it was allowed to investigate. itself Ьу way of its
own Inspector General. Then Air America and Continental Air
Services flew DEA agents, on contract, throughout Thailand
and Southeast Asia in search of the facts, 16 and all parties
came back satisfied.
Тhе сштеnt Iraiilcontra hearings have revealed the participation of the DEA in а fanciful operation under Oliver North's
supervision to search for American hostages in Lebario11. 17 lt
was ~ covert operatioi1 where no. narcotics were in\rolved. On
the otlier hand, there seems to Ье no involvement or investigation··by DEA age'nts of drug running activities Ьу the contras,
even though many participants in the .contra supply network
were fully aware of it. Тhе question Which remains to Ье answered is: Will the investigating committees again decide to
whitewash this liltest episode of CIA drug running to fund iJs
ille~al secret wars?
•

_"_;<(

-.)'<>;•

,о ..··

.~·-r.-<t····

16. RobЫns, ор. cit., 11. 13, рр. 239-40 .
17. See "Doc-u-drama," in this issµe.
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''Тhе Southeast Asia Opium Trail." Credit: lnternational
Heroin Traffic.

money laundering .and weapons deals in soutbem Africa and
Asia.
Тhе revelations about the operational structure of the supply
network for the contras shows that· U.S .. involvement in drug
running and secret wars remains the same. Тhе techniques of
clandestine warfare also remain unchanged. А number of
Cuban-Americans who had -worked under Clines and Shackley
in the Ageщ:y's covert war against Cuba during the 1960s provided fie)d management for the Nicaraguan contra supply
network. It is not surprising under these circuinstances that
the. contra5 would make drug running an integral part of this
secret war in Central America. However, past congressional
c(,')mmittees investigating the drug ruiшing facet of the Agency' s secret wars in Southeast Asia chose to clear the CIA from
drug trafficking wrongdoing, 15 even though docшnentation
collected Ьу the U.S. Bureau ofNarcotics was ample. Will the
Iran!contra hearings also choose to gloss over the integral
drug part of the·contra supply network?
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One .Мan's Story:

The Australian Heroin Connection
.

,

.,

Ву Jепу .Мeldon*
In 1975, Brooklyn-bom Edward Hunter decided to relocate
his family and his quarter-of-a-mi1Iion dollar Asian art. collection from Bangkok to Hawaii. The decision. to move his business was partially based on encouragement from his neighbor,
СоЬу Black, and her husband, retired Army General Ed Black.
Two years Iater, Gen. Black would also move. to Hawaii and
become president of а Nugan Hand.Bank affiliate there.
Hunter knew nothing then about the ~ustraliiш-based
Nugan Hand Bank. Не was unaware thai Nugari Harid's
vice-chairman, ex-Green Beret Michael Hand, would in 1975
arrange а 500-pound heroin' shipment from Southeast Asia's
Golden Triangle to the U.S. Ьу way of Australia. 1 Nor did he
know about а November 1977 Australian Narcotics Bureau
report th~t would link Nugan Hand to а drug smuggling
network that "exported some $3Ьillion [Aust.) worth ofheroin
from Bangkok prior to June 1976."2
Therefore, Ed Hunter felt only shock and dismay in Мау,
1976, when the last of his goods arrived in Honolulu, via Australia. That Jariuary, three large containers had соте from
Bangkok, but When Jhey were opened, important ceramic
pieces were missing;'~ and some were damaged. Тhen four
months later, an ш\~xpected fourtЬ c011tainer appeared. When а
curious Customs inspector operied it and discovered not only
Hunter's,remaining goods~фore damaged-but also а large
amount of low-grade lumb~r, taking up space and weight, both
were alarmed. lt was. very likely, Bµnщ·Jater саше to realize,
that the weiglit 'and space occupied Ьу the :lumber had been
taken up Ьу heroin on the firsrieg of the journey, from Thailand
to Australia, where the heroin was .removed and the lumber
added.
His art was temporarily confiscated Ьу U.S. Customs and
he retumed to Bangkok in search of both an explanation and
compensation for the mishandling of his shipment.
Тhе more questions he asked, the rnore 'he was treated as а
trouЫemaker. Job opportunities vanished and then threats
were voiced. Lawyers deserted him. One lawyer deserted
.
Bangkok altogether.
.
Eventually Hunter began to wonder whether he had been the
casualty of а criminal operation that used his packing crates to
transship heroin from Thailand to Australia. Like everyone in Bangkok, he had · heard of Ьig drug deals linking the
Тhai capital with Australia and the U.S. As Hunter looked
for answers and tried to patch up his life, he noted scattered
news items on the drug-linked Nugan Hand Bank, and leamed
of its Тhai offices in Bangkok and Chiang Mai, in the heart of
the opium-producing Golden Triangle.

Untangling the Web
.
In January 1980, bank chairman Frank Nugan was found
shot.to death in his Mercedes, 100 miles from Sydney. The
ensuing Nugan Hand Bank collapse and subsequent investigations evoked а rash of press reports about drug money
laundering, govemment cover-ups and u.s. military and intelligence connections-Hunter's old neighbor, Gen. Black,
among them.
Later, one particular Nugan Hand client Edwin Wilson,
made headlines along with his former CIA superiors tumed
business partners, Theodore Shackley and Thomas Clines.
The three had used the bank to channel funds for covert
operations, including the destaЬilization of the Australian
govemment in 1975. 3 Wilson was then caretaker of corporate
fronts for Task Force 157 of the U.S. Office of Naval Intelligence.4
Now, because the "Secret Team" led Ьу Shackley, Clines,
and Richard Secord has assumed center stage in the 1ran/ con(ra affair, allegations have resurfaced about their
Nugan Hand connections and drug smuggling" 5
Army veteran, former seaman, and а resident of Bangkok
for nearly а decade, Ed Hunter had forged а comfortaЫe Iiving
as impresario and. night club manager. In 1974, the year he
married а Тhai :woman, he temporarily leftBangkok to become
worldwide marketing director for а Singapore-based cruise
ship. While preparing to leave, he received what would tum out
to Ье а very important phone call.
The caller ideritified himself as John Ridley, а cultural
attache at Bangkok's Australian Embassy. Ridley said he was
seeking advice on the purchase of Thai ceramics and had heard
that Hunter was an expert.
When he showed up at Ridley' s home, the purported foreign
service officer said he had also heard that Hunter was Iooking
for а shipping company. Hunter was in need of one to store his
goods while in Singapore but he was startled Ьу Ridley's being
privy to this, since it had been discussed only once with а
friend.
Ridley enthusiastically recommended а company called
Transpo. It was, he assured Hunter, the shipping agency of
choice at his embassy. Only later, after hiring Transpo both
for storage and his fateful shipment to Hawaii, was Hunter
informed Ьу а General Services Administration representative
at the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok, that Transpo was а
questionaЫe outfit. And only later did Hunter leam that John
Ridley was an Australian intelligence officer.
Thus, when he left Singapore in 1975, having decided to
take his chances as an art dealer in Honolulu-largely on the

* Jerry Meldon is associate professor of chemical engineering at Tufts University, and а frequent contributor to the Boston Globe.
l. Commonwealth-New South Wales Joint Task Force оп Drug Trafficking
Report, Vol 4: Nugan Hand (Part Il), March 1983.
2. Greg Earl, "Nugan linked to heroin racket," Sunday Pictorial (Australia),
March 26, 1982.

3. Philip Frazer, "Dirty Tricks Down Under," Mother Jones, FebruaryMarch 1984.
4. Nancy Feinstein and Christopher Simpson, "Тhе spies who are out in the
cold," Jnquiry, NovemЬer 23, 1981.
5. Peter Dale Scott, "The secret team Ьehind contragate," The Nation, January 31, 1987.
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two-year old advice of Geпeral Ed Black's wife-Huпter hired
Т:rапsро to ship his coпtaiпers.
After moпths of aпxious waitiпg, the surprise арреаrапсе
of а fourth coпtaiпer апd the embarrassiпg епсоипtеr with U. S.
Customs, Huпter retumed to Bangkok iп mid-1976 lookiпg for
answers from Traпspo. Тhе day he posted а letter to Transpo
demaпdiпg actioп, his lawyer, Harvey Levy, vanished from
Bangkok. Moпths later he resurfaced iп Нопg Копg.
Uпtil his disappearance, Levy had managed the Bangkok
office of William Quasha's law firm, which was iп the same
buildiпg as а branch of the Nugaп Hand Bank. Тhе head of the
fшn, William Quasha, had Ьееп the·attomey fщ Ge~eral Leroy
Manor wheп the former chief of staff of the U. S. Pacific command was employed at the Maпila office of the Nugan Напd
Bank. 6
Followiпg Levy's flight, Huпter weпt through а successioп
of lawyers whose iпitial iпterest geпerally ceased abruptly
ироп Iookiпg iпto Traпspo. Ап exceptioп was David Lyman.
However, Lyman too bowed out after ultimately iпforming
Hunter that he was iп fact representiпg Transpo.
Тhе years 1977-1978 were marked Ьу legal and fiпancial
setbacks for Hunter, and he was divorced. Не became increasingly consumed Ьу pursuit of а fair shake from Transpo,
and the firm's matching refusal to comply. Frequeпtly he
voiced the 'hypothesis that Transpo was iп cahoots with Nugan
Hand, Edwiп Wilson, or both, but no опе seemed to care.
Не tried repeatedly to start life anew, in Baпgkok and the
United · States. In Thailand not only were old aveпues of
employment sealed off but he fouпd his phone tapped, and he
was harassed Ьу Тhai security forces. Не sought assistance
at пumerous embassies апd with the lntemational Red Cross
until finally, in Iate 1984, the U.S. Embassy in Bangkok flew
him t6 the West Coast as а returning indigent. Having settled
upon San Francisco as his destiпatioп, he was surprised when
the person· there to meet him, told him that he was to go оп to
New York.
After protestiпg, he was made to suffer the indigпity of
admissioп to the psychiatric ward of а hospital near San
Francisco airport. lts administrator, Dr. Newmaп, wamed, "1
know these people. I've worked with the CIA. You're never
goiпg to win." From that point on, Huпter determiпed to discover what had happened to his antique ceramics, and what
role Nugan Hand played in it.
Hand's History
· Michael Hand was а Green Beret who worked for the CIA in
Laos in the inid-1960s. Не was also опе of the founders of the
Nugan Hand Bank. After leaving the Green Berets, he traveled
to Au~tialia and began selling Australian land to American
service~en. Тhеп iп 1970, he and Sydney solicitor Francis
Nugan •became partner8 as investmeпt advisers to the same
clientele': ·Duriпg this period serious allegations were raised
that Harid was traffickiпg in drugs. 7
In 1973, the Nugan Hand Bank was chartered. lt offered
tax-ftee deposits, the highest interest rates, and secrecy, апd
its specialty was mопеу launderiпg, at 22 cents on the dollar. 8
Ву 1979 it would have twenty-two branches in thirteen nations
and $1 billioп iп annu·aI busiпess.
ln 1976, а Nugan Hand branch opened in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Branch manager Neil Evans later revealed, "1 was never
6. Wall Street Journal, August 26, 1982.
7. Report, ор. cit., n. 1.
8. Penny Lernoux, "Blood Money," Penthouse, April 1984.
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under any illusion at any time that I was to go over there for any
other purpose but to seek drug money." The office, оп the
same floor as the U.S. Drug Enforcement Adminisiratioп,
closed in July 1977. ln that brief period Evans claimed to have
secured $3 millioп iп narcotics money. 9
Ву 1973, the Nixon administration's opinion of Australia's
Prime Minister Е. Gough Whitlam was iпdistinguishaЫe from
its view of Chilean Presideпt Salvador Allende. In 1972,
Whitlam had formed Australia's first Labor govemment in 23
years. Soon thereafter, he pulled the last of his country's
troops out of Southeast Asia, and his deputy called for а
boycott of American exports following the Christmas 1972
bomЬing of Hanoi. 10 Worse still, Whitlam questioned the
legitimacy of the CIA's spy satellite monitoriпg.station at the
remote Pine Gap, пеаr Alice Springs, Northem Territory.
Тhеп, in 1975, Whitlam was scandalized Ьу leaks of what
putported to Ье correspondence b~tweeп one of his CaЬinet
members and а mysterious Pakistani merchant recruited to
bolster the faltering ·есопоmу Ьу securing Australia loans in
the Arab world. The merchant was conпected to Edwiп
Wilsoп. According to CIA contract agent Joseph Flynn, he,
Flyпn, had fabricated some of the leaked саЫеs uпder
Wilsoп's approving еуе. His paymaster was Michael Hand of
the Nugan Hand Bank. 11

Edward Hunter. Credit: Bill Schaap.

One year later, Wilson told the then director of the Office of
Naval Intelligence, Admiral ВоЬЬу Inman (later deputy director of the CIA), he would use his iпfluence to direct Senate
funding his way; if Iпman were to direct business Wilsoп's
way. Inman fired Wilsoп. Тheodore Shackley, then CIA deputy director, appealed to Inman оп Wilson's behalf.
Wilsoп coпtiпued to broker arms deals, privately. His
9. Report, ор. cit., n. 1.
10. James А. Nathan, "Dateline Australia: America's foreign Watergate?"
Foreign Policy, Winter 1982-83.
11. !Ьid; in an unprecedented move, Whitlam was ordered to resign Ьу
Governor General John Kerr, representative of the British Crown and former
inte!ligence officer with abundant links to the CIA. For Flynn's role in the
overthrow of the Whitlam government, see Sunday Times (London), September 7, 1980, р. 1; National Тimes of Australia, November 9-15, 1980, р. 10;
and Nancy Grodin, ''Тhе Ousting ofthe LaЬorParty: 1975," СА!В, NumЬer 16
(March 1982), р. 53.
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partners included Thoтas Clines, who, like Shackley, would
resign froт the CIA in the Iate 1970s during Agency director
Stansfield Turner's post-Wilson shakeup. Wilson is currently serving 52 years in federal prison for criтes including
the sale of weapons to Libya. Michael Hand disappeared
shortly after Frank Nugan's 1980 death.
The Secret Team, Narcotics and the Bank
Allegations raised in а Deceтber 1986 affidavit filed in
Miaтi federal court Ьу attoiney Daniel Sheehan of the
Washington-based Christic Institute, 12 suggest that, Nugan
Hand was 'not тerely payтaster for CIA "Ыасk" operations,
but that it was the very conduit through Which Shackley,
Wilson, Clines, Secord, and сотраnу funneled the тassive
fortune generated Ьу General Vang Pao's heroin pipeline. The
тоnеу would finance paraтilitary operations such as. the
covert supply of the contras. (See "Running Drugs and Seci;et
Wars," Ьу David Truong D.H., in this issue.) . ·
·
According to · Sheehan, whose soщces iцclude former intelligence and law enforceтent 6fficers, а central figure in the
handling of Vaпg Pao's opium!heroin profits was former naval
officer Richard L. · Armitage, cuпently assistaпt secretary of
defense for internatioпal security affairs.
Froт late 1973 (when Nugaп Напd was chartered) until the
ultiтate withdrawal of U.S. forces froт Indochina iп April
1975 1.money_ was allegedly srriuggled ,qut of ~ie.tnafil "in large
suitca~es" Ьу Secord and Clines, ahd c(iipqsit'ed;in а secret
Nugan'Hand account in Au.sщilia. ·
·'''):,· .

Nugan (left) and Hand, whose death and disappearance
show·the ha~ar.ds of the laundry professiP;n.
After Vietna~, Armitage weпt оп to 0T~hAn to. estaЫish а
"secret fiпancial conduit" for covert operatioпs in support of
the Shah of Iran. (According 'to his officia1 Pentagon Ьiog
raphy, following the fall of Saigon, Arтitage Ьесате а
Pentagon consultant ~пd served in Tehran оп the staff of the
U.S. defense represeпtative.13)
Accordiпg to the aifidavit, Armjtage was also involved in
trying to relocate the CIA's Laotiari Hтong тercenaries. In
1979, Michael Напd reportedly апапgеd their resettleтeпt оп
Turks and Caicos Islands. This led а later Australian coт
тission of iпquiry into Nugaп Hand to соттепt that the
islands were strategically located along а Caribbeaп narcotics
route. The resettleтent project collapsed together with the
bank in 1980. 14
12. United States District Court, Southem District of Florida, Case No.
Affidavit of Daniel Р. Sheehan, December 12, 1986.
13. Ben Bradlee, Jt. "Н. Ross Perot to have asked for probe of U.S. official," Boston Globe, January 11, 1987.
14. Report, ор. cit" n. 1. There was also an ab9rted plan to resettle the
Hmong mercenaries in Guyana. See СА/В, Number 9 (June 1980), р. 24.
86-1146-CIV-КING,
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While iп Тhailand, Armitage's official duty щ; special consultant to the Pentagoп was to track down тilitary persoппel
тissing in action (MIAs) in Southeast Asia. Не was based at
the U.S. Eтbassy iп Bangkok. According to Sheehaп's
sources, however, Armitage actually functioned as "bursar"
to Theodore Shackley's Secret Team, overseeing the transfer
of Vang Pao's heroin profits to Tehran and Shackley's Nugan
Hand accouпt.
Armitage's illicit activities were reportedly discovered Ьу
an alert embassy officer, who triggered а State Departтent
investigatioп, the exact outcoтe of which is unclear. Iп any
eveпt, Armitage resigпed iп 1977. Не then opened а private
business, the Far East Tradiпg Со" with offices in Bangkok
and Washington, D. С. The сотраnу, accordiпg to the
affidavit, was а front for the Secret Team.
Sheehaп's charges are supported Ьу Ed Wllson's former
business partner, ex-CIA operative Frank Terpil, who reтains а fugitive froт weapons chargers and а 53-year prisoп
sentence. Не was interviewed in 1983 Ьу journalist Jiт
Hougan. Hougan related sоте of Terpil's coттents, which
follow:
The significance of Miaтi is the drug syndicate. That's the
base" .All the people that 1 hired to terminate other people,
from the Agency, are there. They get involved in this Ьiggest
drug scandal going, which is whitewashed. Who_is the guy
behind the scandal? Clines. Who's the boss of Clines?
Shackley. Where do they соте froт? Laos."Where did the
тоnеу соте from? Nugan Hand. The whole goddaтned
thing has been тoved. down there ...
Before that, in Asia ... the. pilot of the plane was Dick
Secord, а captain in the Air Force ... What.was оп the plane?
Gold! Ten тillion bucks at а tinie, in gold. Не was going to
the Golden Triangle to рау off the warlords, the drug
lords ... Now what do you do with all the opium? ... You
reinvest it in your own operations."where?."Тhailand ...
You рау it to Alice Springs. Billions of dollars-not
millions-Ыllions of dollars.
The pilot Terpil referred to, lead-off witness Richard
Secord, сате away froт this spring's Iran/contra hearings
with тovie offers, cockier than ever. Following his testiтony, he told the New York Тimes, "Тhis is pipsqueak stuff.
When 1 was in Southeast Asia, we used to рау out people in
cash and gold bullion. I've been involved in sоте of the biggest Ыасk bag operations of all tiтe: lf 1 waпted to steal
money, 1 could have been а real winner in those days." 15
Secord' s cockiness is perhaps explained in part Ьу the
scene at Edwin Wilson's Geneva, Switzerland apartтent one
day in April 1980, three тonths after Frank Nugan's death.
The bank's Saudi AraЬian тanager, Bernard Houghton, whom
Secord had introduced to Shackley. and Clines the previous
year, had left а travel bag in the apartтent. Тhat day in April,
Thoтas Clines arrived and asked an unidentified witness to
see the bag. Clines reportedly reтoved one docuтent, and
said, "We've got to keep Dick's пате out ofthis." 16
Тiте and the special prosecutor will perhaps reveal whether
Secord remains cocky. Hopefully, they will also vindicate one
of the losers, Edward Hunter, who for а very long tiтe had
smelled rats on the Secret Теат.
•
15. New York Тimes, Мау 17, 1987.
16. Report, ор. cit" n. 1.
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Strange Tales of Nugan Hand Drug Clients
Ву

Henrik

Тhе пarcotics пetwork of Ahmed Yousef Wehbe began iп
1974, just after the fouпdiпg ofthe Nugaп Hand Bank. Over the
пехt пiпе years, Wehbe's orgaпizatioп smuggled tons Qf
heroiп. апd hashish from Lebanoп to Westem Europe and оп at
least one occasioп, seпt а Ьig shipmeпt to the U.S. 1
Accordiпg to Swedish and Danish police sources, the Drug
Eпforcemeпt Аgепсу (DEA) knew about Wehbe's activities ·
through~ut all those years, yet, Ье coпtiпued to smuggle drugs
and.~xpЩiq.his empif~.
,. .
Ih 1.978:,·th.y,~wedi'~b ~arc~tics police started to·iпvestigate
an AщeЩ.aQ:b~roin rirganizatioп. Тhе drug dealers worked out
of very modest-lookiпg shoeфaker shops iп Stockholm. Most
of the pJ;ofitS;ifr9m,f~e sale of more than 200]cjlos
heroiп
went tщOug~~ bariks iп S~itzerlaпd·: to Lo_s· Angeles;· where
sощ~ ofthe leЦder;s ofthe Aimeпiaп organi:Zatioп were liviпg. 2
Тhе Swede~ discove.red th.at Ahmed Wehbe was !Qe heroiп
supplier of )he · ~o-~y,lled "Shoemaker League." Berore· e_yyry
shipmeпt, опе of tlie leaders iп Los Aпgeles would go to Eu·
rope to meet wi~h W ehbe; each time iп а differeпt place outS'ide
o~·.~wed~n. Wiфiп а week after each of these meetiпg~;'ileroiп
sliipments vv.olild reach StockhoJm.
Тhе. S.wepi.sb_police could поt capture Wehbe, and.to their
siпpri§e;:~the}bEA was поt very cooperative.
..
.
Wehb~.,;.. atso seпt Ьig shipmeпts of hashish and ~heroiп · to
DepфarkJµicl"the Danish police had the same ex~rieпce·1with
the'DE,A" Тhс Daпes speculated.that Wehbe was some'~пd of
"М~. Пi:Щ)u~hаЫе," uпtil fiпally, accordiпg to th~ 'D.aпislr~aily
пewsp~pef°"Ekstra Вladet, they fouпd out that WehBe had ii~s to
the CI.!\; Iп;·additioп, he had соппесtiопs all over the Middle
East, espet.iaily iп Syria, and he was tradiпg iпfonhation to the
CIA for Jrrritectioп. 3
·
.
'
After years of disappoiпtment, the Danish police suddeпly
received а telegram from the DEA in November 1981. The
Americans' were. поw looking for Wehbe, the telegram said,
because he had smuggled seveп toпs of hashish to New York.
DEA ageпts had traced Wehbe to Brussels, where he had
made five telephoпe calls to Deпmark. Тhе DEA gave two
Copenhageп рhопе numbers to the Danish police.
· .For а year the phoпes were tapped, providiпg ample iпfor
mation about the iпtematioпal activities of the пetwork. But the
DEA asked the ·Danes to withhold апу actioпs agaiпst. the
Danish branch of the пetwo:rk, and Wehbe's traffickiпg coп
tinued. ·'
. ,Jn the late summet of 1982, Wehbe seпt 22 trucks loaded
with· hashish from LеЬапоп to Europe. Опе of them was seized
Ьу. the poliee ih Amsterdam оп September 9th, апd Wehbe's
Dutch coпtact, Amt Ter Horst, was arrested.
А few days later, British пewspapers rап а strange story
about the bust. Accordiпg-to uпnamed police sources, а huge
PLO drug riпg had Ьееп exposed. Profits had Ьееп used to buy
weapoпs, апd the man behiпd it all was а PLO baпker, Ahmed
Wehbe, whose headquarters were iп Сорепhаgеп.

of

* Henrik Кriiger is а Danish joumalist, and the author of The Great. Нeroin
Coup-(Boston: South End Press, 1980).
1. Ekstra Bladet (Copenhagen), Мау 2_1, 1983.
2. Politiken (Copenhagen), April 12, 1982.
3. Ekstra Bladet, Мау 21, 1983.
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Кriiger*
This story was obvious disinformatioп. Ahmed Wehbe
was certaiпly по PLO baпker. Не is, iп fact, а Christian
Phalangist, а former high raпkiпg police officer, married to the
daughter of а well-kпowп Lebanese Phalaпgist politician. 4
Тhе bank behiпd him was the Nugaп Hand Bank. Accordiпg to
the Australiaп commissioп report оп Nugan Hand, Wehbe
was а clieпt of George Thomas Shaw, who also haпdled other
Lebaпese drug clieпts of the bank, like George Chakiri,
George Shamouп, апd Dib Khoury. 5
·вut there is seldom disiпformatioп without а graiп of truth.
Weh~ actually did рау the leader of the Muslim MouraЬitouп
· group that опсе fought side Ьу side with the PLO agaiпst the
Israelis. However, the mопеу was а payoff so that the
MouraЬitouпs would_ поt attack Wehbe's drug caravaпs iп the
Вa'labakk Valley.
Мапу поtаЫе Lebanese Christiaп Phalangists have Ьееп
iпvolved in drug traffickiпg ..The Gemayel family's financial
wizard, Sami el Khouri, was for many years the braiп behiпd а
major drug operatioп iп LеЬапоп. Не coпtrolled the police,
custorns, two shippiпg liпes, апd the Middle Eastem Airliпes. Amoпg his proteges was Ahmed Yousef Wehbe.
А U.S. Seпate Subcommittee leamed iп 1955 that Sami el
Khouri was LеЬщюп's most important drug trafficker: Iп the
late 1950s, el Khouri was seпt to jail. Wheп he was released iп
1963, the U.S. Bureau of Narcotics апd DangerQUS Drugs
suggested that he become an iпformer. W.hether he is, is uп
knowп. In 1966, Sami el Khouri was seпteпced to five years in
jail.
It is doubtful that he ever served апу ofthat sепtепсе, except
щауЬе iп house aпest. Iп 1970 he had а meetiпg with Meyer
Lansky, the reputed Mafia drug trafficker with ties to the CIA,
after which he claimed that he had reti:red from all busiпess.
But iп 1978, el Khouri set up а соmрапу, NURBEG, iп
Kuwait. The соmрапу got deeply iпvolved iп arms traffickiпg.
Accordiпg to Hans-Georg Behr, Drug Policy Advisor to the
Greeп Party in the West Germaп Buпdestag, wheп U.S.
ageпts bought up old АК-47 rifles from the Egyptian army to
supply the Afghaп rebels, Sami el Khouri· transported the
weapoпs to Karachi .. Оп Juпe 2, 1979, а shipmeпt of 840 kilos
of heroiп was seпt from Pakistaп to NURBEG. 6 Sami el
Khouri was still iп busiпess.
Ahmed Wehbe somehow managed to coпtiпue his drug
traffickiпg uпtil March 17, 1983. Оп that day Wehbe and his
secoпd-iп~commaпd, former customs ageпt Joseph Wadi
Fa:rrah, were arrested iп Cyprus, They were supervisiпg the
loadiпg of 1, 150 kilos of hasbish опtо the Swedish freighter
M.S. Timmerland. The hashish, was destiпed for Сорепhаgеп.
At the same time, the Danish po1ice arrested six other mеп
iп Wehbe's organizatioп. They were iпdicted оп charges of
smuggliпg 2.5 toпs of hashish апd 1.7 kilos of heroiп iпto
Deпmark.
·
But the frustratioпs were поt over for the Daпish authorities. Wheп they demanded that Wehbe Ье extradited to
4. Ibld . .
5. Report of the Сommonwealth-New South Wales loint Task F orce оп Drug
Trafficking, Vol. 2, р. 379.
6. Transatlantic (Munich), February 1980.
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Deпmark, they rап iпto serious roadЫocks. The Cypriot Supreme Court kept postpoпiпg а decisioп, апd Wehbe himself
laughed at the Daпish пarcs seпt to questioп him. "You'll
пever get те," he said, and gave them the fiпger. Не tumed out
to Ье right. 7
After two years of пegotiatioпs and additioпal postpoпe
meпts, Ahmed Wehbe was suddeпly released from jail iп
April 1985 апd retumed to LеЬапоп а free mап. То the
astoпishmeпt of the Danish пarcotics police, their оwп govemmeпt had dropped the demand for extraditioп.
Four moпths later, оп August 18th, former Miпister of Justice, Ole Esperseп, weпt оп televisioп апd reported that the
demand had Ьееп dropped because the Daпish ambassador to
Lebanoп, N.C. Tillish, had received sevetal threats оп his
life. The threats stated that he would Ье killed апd the Danish
Embassy bombed, uпless the extraditioп demaпd was dropped. It was believed that Ahmed Wehbe's powerful f.atheriп-law was behiпd the threats, апd they were takeп very
seriously.
But two days later, the Daпish daily пewspapet," Ekstra
Bladet, offered а differeпt explaпatioп from а differeпt govemmeпt source. Тhе paper claimed that the official story ·was а
cover-up. Wehbe's father-iп-Iaw had Ьееп at the embassy, but
опlу to plead that the charges Ье dropped. Тhё i:eal explanatioп
was that the Danish govemmeпt had Ьееп uпder pressure from
the CIA for moпths to drop its demand Jor Wehbe. The -CIA
had suddeпly fouпd Wehbe useful agaiп becituse of his conпectioпs iп trouЫed LеЬапоп апd other parts of tht! Middle
East. Тhе Danish geverµmeпt gave iп апd another Nugan Hand
clieпt was iп busiпess•agaiп.
· '
Оп October 14, 'I9SO,'two sports divers fouпd the corpse of
а Iilan iп 25 feet of"water iп Ecclestoп Lake iп Great-Britaiп.
Тhе head was crushed and both hands were missiпg because
the murderers had tried to make ideпtificatioп impossiЫe.
However, they missed опе importaпt detail. They overlooked
the maп's very uпusual•riecklace апd withiп days, the British
police ideпtified him as·the New Zealaпder, Martiп Johпstoпe.
Johпstoпe was yet another drug clieiit of the 'Nugan Напd
Bank. Не was а member of the so-called "Mr. Asia Drug Coп
пection," iп charge of supplyiпg its British market with heroiп
Ьу way of Siпgapore; where he had his headquarters. Тhе Mt.
Asia riпg was primarily based iп Australia апd New Zealaпd,
but· ·it shipped large amouпts of heroiп frbm the Goldeп
Triangle to various other parts of the wor1d as well. 8
With the help of Martiп Johпstoпe's womaп friend, Julie
Hue, British police located and arrested the murderer, New
Zealaпder Aпdrew Maher, апd the mап who ordered the
murder, Alexaпder James Siпclair, alias Тепепсе Clarke: опе
of the top figures iп the Mr. Asia orgaпizatioп,:9
The organizatioп had been iп trouЫe siпce Fraпk Nugaп,
опе of the directors ofthe Nugaп Напd bank, was fouпd shot to
death iп Sydпey, Australia, iп January 1980. That iпteпsified
the iпvestigatioп of the bank' s iпvolvemeпt in the lauпderiпg of
drug mопеу, arms smuggliпg, and its соппесtiопs to Americaп iпteПigeпce and orgaпized crime. Alexaпder Siпclair had
suspected Martiп Johпstoпe was tryiпg to make а deal with the
police апd decided to shut him up before he had а сhапсе to do
so.
Siпclair was seпteпced to life imprisoпmeпt апd brought to
Parkhurst Prisoп оп the Isle of Wight. Iп July 1983, he

7. Ekstra Bladet, August 8, 1983.
8. Report, ор. cit., n. 5.
9. Guardian (London), August 21; 1983.
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suddeпly

how

offered а tale about his iпtelligeпce соппесtiопs and
lauпdered mопеу from drug sales was used to buy

weapoпs for the IRA. 10 But his coпditioп for talkiпg was that
frieпd, lawyer Каrеп Soich, Ье allowed to practice law
She had Ьееп Ьаппеd from the legal professioп iп Australia after she had Ьееп iпdicted iп the British case, although
acquitted later.
The Australiaп Royal Commissioп iпvestigation of the
Nugaп Напd Bank called for the extraditioп of Siпclair, but the
British were reluctant. Оп August 17, 1983, he coпveпieпtly
died as he was walkiпg to luпch iп Parkhurst. lt was said that
he collapsed, but по official ~ause of death was offered. 11
Siпclair was 39 years old.

his girl
agaiп.

Ahmed Yousef Wehbe, April 1985, after his release
from pris()n in Cyprus, the dropping of its extradition
request Ьу Denmark, and his return to Lebanon. Credit:
Ekstra Bladet.
Aпother figure iп the Mr. Asia Соппесtiоп was а Robert
Trimbole, 57. Iп early 1981, he fled Australia for the U.S.
Over the followiпg years he was spotted iп ltaly, France, .and
Spaiп.
Оп

October 26th, 1984, Trimbole was arrested iп lreland.
was hidiпg uпder а false ideпtity, and his cover паше was
like а sick joke. Не called himself "Michael Haпdbury"
(Michael Напd, the other director of Nugan Напd, has Ьееп
missiпg siпce 1980). 12
Trimbole was waпted iп Australia for three murders, iп
additioп to drug traffickiпg. However, the extraditioп treaty
betweeп Australia апd Irelaпd was поt sigпed uпtil the day
after Trimbole was arrested.
Оп February 6, 1985, Robert Trimbole was released from
prisoп апd left Irelaпd for places uпknowп. 13
•

Не

10. lbld.
· 11. /Ьid.
12. Daily Mirror (London), OctoЬer 27, 1984.
13. Politiken, February 7, 1985.
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The CIA and Heroin:

Afghan Rebels _:arid Drugs
Ву William Vomberger
·tr

Jn Afghanistan, the CJA is currently engaged in the second
largest covert operatioh in its forty year' history. Only the
Agency's "secret", war in Laos was Ьigger and inore expe~sive. Estimates of U.S. covert aid to the mujahedin
(Afghan rebels) exceed $625 пiillion from 1980 to 1986. the
U.S. has also asked Egypt, Saudi AraЬia, tЬе People's
RepuЫic Ьf China, and Pakistan to lielp arm these contras.
With all the money and arms flowing through Karachi the
Afghan contras, based in Pakistan, s~ill must. turn to other
means to raise funds for their fi11ad (holy war). ·тьеу sell' iheir
weapons on the open arms market in Peshawar and they
smuggle opium and manufacture beroin destined for Europe
anci the u.s~
. ' .
.
Тhе region aJong.fhe Afgbanistan-Pakistan border has long
been settled Ьу. nomadic. tribes, who have historically refused
allegiance to aily government. Тhere. are approximately. eight
million Pashtu-speakipg Pathan tribespeople living there ·who
make up the bulk <:>f the mi-tjahedin; most are from the Ghalji
tribe. 1 Тhе largest base for the n:iu)ahedin in'Pakista11 is in the
ciry of Peshawar, which is also а major center for opium proce~sing.
'
.
.
. . ' ..
.
Durin'g the.Nixon adпiinistration, the CIA,_ along with tlie
Щmian secret police SAV•:\К. worked inside Afghanistan,
attempting to destaЬilize the Kabul government, 2 which for

1

,1d·ec·aqes .ha.d been allied . . wit.h the Soviet U.ni.on. In th.е early
1970s, the CIA also funded trainirig progra:ms aimed at creating. а rebel ,army С!iра:Ые of ove~rowirig the govemment. Ву
"1975, there .was а 5,000-person army in PanjsJ:ier valley, north
of Kabul, tr'aine,d and armed Ьу ·the. CIA. 3 In DecemЬer 1979,
wheri the collapse of the Hafizuiliih Amin government .seemed
iщminent, th~ Soviet Unioп weпt iпto Afghanistaп to support
'
its'ally. 4
:'.~lp'. the early 1980s, as the mujahedz'n organized their holy
w3f fu?Ф'·PЩst!Ш• they looked for possiЫe sщ1rces of f~пd
ing.: · Тре . Afghan ..a'nd Iranian ·g()vemineпts · bad drastiCally
ril;lц<,:ea tЬе fl<:>w of hetoiri being smuggled through Kabu.l and
t,~IiiЩ,i,so th~. Afghanistan~Pakistaп border became
likely
si)Qi
large~sca:le drug production. 5 Iп July 1980, Mathea
F.~co,·"1"·f ,, assistaПi
secretary .'of state for intenщtioпal
паr..
,·
co~~s щ11tters, пoted:
.
.

.for

,

·а

the

·u.s:·

,:"11( Л(gti~ni~tan .. '. recent reports iпфсаtе that in certaiп

streaming.)nto Pakistan have brought ~pium seed with
them," ... Jn tЬе· hands of groups opposing est!lЬlished
regimes/opium often becomes hard currency bartered for
weapons, medicines and other necessities." 6
The "Goldeп Crescent," as the opium growiпg regioпs iп
Afghanistan, 1ran; and Pakistan are called, accouпts for 75
percent of all the heroiп iп Westem Europe and 50 percent of
the beroin in the U.S. Iп 1983, 4.5 tons ofheroiп, with ~ approximate street value of $9 Ьillion, weпt to the U.S. from the
Golden Cresceпt. 7
· Tlie Afghaп contras are based in regioпs of ·the Goldeп
Crescent where opium production is the highest. The Badakhshan and Takhar provinces iп пortheast Afghaпistaп,
Kunar proviпce east.-of R.abul, and Nortb Waziristan in Pakistali are ,all covered with the opium рорру. The opium is
bundled up апd smuggled to Europe for processing or is
refined iilto heroiri in laboratories iµ Afghanistari апd Pakistan.
ЕvеП: with their сщdе equipmeпt, these heroin chemists proquce the secoпd most poteпt and pure beroin in the world .. Only
.the poppies of Turkey provide а stroпger opium base.
Тhе U.S. Drug Eпforcement Agency (DEA) Ыames the·
widespread opium production оп lack. of coпtrol Ьу the Afghaп
government.' А recent DEA report stated: "There is по indication that theSoviet-imposed regime in Kabul has the capaЬility
or the poЦtical will to_address the proЫem." 8 Duriпg а trip to
Pakistan, Attorney Gene'ral Edwin Meese anпouпced to the
press: "The regime ... [Afghan goverпment] maiпtaiпs ап
absolute indifference to 1:\ПУ measures to coпtrol рорру. We
strongly believe that there is actually encouragemeпt, at least
tacitly, over growiпg opium рорру." 9
That this is nothing but disiпformation is showп Ьу а
United Natioпs Iпternational Narcotics Board report which iп
1986 Stated:
"Тhе govemment [of Afghanistan] is taking steps to develop prevention, treatmeпt and rehaЬilitatioп programs. Seizures of opium апd cannaЫs withiп Afghanistaп have
douЫed in 1985 as compared with 1984 while heroiп
s~iiures iQcreased teпfold. · Strengtheпed enforcement activity is therefore evideпt.... Тhе governmeпt has eпacted
legislatioп providing severe peпalties for traffickers."

are!i~ 'opi,um cultivation is flourishing. Many of the refugees
lroпically,

it is

поt

the Afghan

governmeпt

that is slack

оп

enforcemeпt, but the DEA which has been called off the
huпt. Тhis is not the first time the DEA has Ьееп ordered to halt

drug

-

1. See Afzal Khan, "Afghanistan's Holy War," National.Review, February
1980.
2. See RoЬert Brister, "Afghanistan in Perspective," Churchman, March
1980.
.
З. Kunhanandan Nair, Devil and Нis Dart (New Pelhi: Sterling, 1986), р.
81.
4. Brister, ор. cit., n. 2.
5. In August 1980, the Iranian govemment expelled the Afghan contra
group, Jamiati-Islami (lslamic Society) Ьecause they were involved in extensive drug smuggling from their bases in Mash-had, in northeast Iran.
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its investigatioпs. Duriпg the war iп Southeast Asia, the U.S
Bureau of Narcotics, the precursor to the DEA, attempted to
6. New York Times, July 31, 1980.
7. United Press Intemational, DecemЬer 15, 1983.
8. United States Department of State, International Narcotics Control
Strategy Report, р. 12.
9. Associated Press, March 3, 1986.
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Тhе Uпited

States has tumed to traditional allies and even
adversaries for Afghan contra funding. In 1985
even though Congress douЫed the Reagan administration's
request for Afghan aid, the holy warriors at the CIA thought
tnis still was not enough. Later that year, the State Department
and CIA sought out Saudi AraЬia for more funding and received
$250 millioп (по doubt deposited in а secret Swiss bank
account). Iri 1986, the Saudis gave another $275 million and
Кiпg Fahd hosted Afghan contra leaders as а show of support
for their jihad. 15
The Reagaп administration no loпger attempts to hide its
involvement iп this "covert war" or pretends that Paki.stan is
neutral in the conflict. Оп Capitol Hill, William Schneider, Jr.,
undersecretary of state for security assistance, told Congress
that sоще U.S. fuпdirig would now go ihrough the Afghan
refugee camps iп Pakistan because "the i:efugees are iпsurgents, too. " 16
·
The flovy pf arms must Ье kept poщing ·into Pakistail since
the majority of the we~pons destiпed for the AfgЫm contras
never makes it. Estimates of the 'number of aims skimmed
from CIA sh,ipments go as high as 80 perceпt and even Andrew
Eiva; of the nght-wiпg Federation for American Afghan Action
admits .that there is up to 70 percent ~'slippage" iп CIA
supplies. 17 Many of the arms end up with tht"Pakistani military as "supplemental aid" for reliaЫe ally/dict~tor_Moh~ed
Zia, ul:Haq. 18 Pakistan has received $1.6 Ьilli'on· 'in "official"
U.S. military credits in tЬе last five years.
··.'
Тhе CIA's past history in · drug trafficklng leaves little
doubt that it is cщr~ntly involved in the opium ~de in Southwest Asia. Тhе ·CIA funded their own petsonal jihad in Laos
and Cambodia with profits garnered from opium and heroin
smuggling. 19 Aii: America,. the CIA airline, was. used ех~
teпslvely io Southeast Asiafor щins shipment 'and drug run:..
ning.
.. .
.
"
' ,.
Today tlie. CIA is ipvolved i~ cocai~e· ~'fi:шgg1ing to· fund the
contra war' 1in Nicaragtia, 20 'and as ili Laos; they are working
with iri~rnatiQn.al orgiml'zed crime syndicates who have years
of e~perience i'n fue busin~ss'. CIA transport planes also play
an important role iп the arms for diug shipments iп Ceпtral
Am'erica. ·'
·
With all their experienc~ and "success" iп Southeast Asia
and Nicщ-agua,'there is little doubt that the CJA is helpiпg the
Afghan contras smuggle opium to fund this anti-,communist
w11r. Just as the number of hero.in a.ddicts in the U. S.
skyrocketed during the Vietnam War, Pak~stan fmds its addict
population going frotn а· fe~ huпdred in the late 1970s to almost
one half million today. It is clear that the: U~S. strategy for
Afghanistaп is not to bring about а withdrawal of Soviet troops
but instead to keep the Soviets щ:c\ipied. As with the
Sandinistas in Nicaragua, the U.S. intends to "Ыееd the
Soviets dry" in Afghanistan. Тhе victim~ of this policy are not
only the Afghanis but also the huпdreds of thousands of heroin
addicts who rely оп "Afghan 707 ," Number 4 heroin, for their
fix.
•
traditioпal

Afghan contr(l.

investigate heroin production and was stymied'.' Alfred Мс
Соу, in The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia, writes, "As
thousands of Gls serving in Vietnam became addicted to
Laotian heroin, the bureau tried to adjust its priorities Ьу send~
ing а team of agents to Laos, but its iiivestigations were
Ыocked Ьу the Laotian govemment, the State Department," and
'
the CIA. " 10
А high level_ law enforceinent official, .with intimate
knowledge of the situation in Afghanistan, speaking on the
condition of anonymity stated: "The Drug Eriforcement Adininistration had been oidered to roll bac'k their mеп frpm
Afghaпistan апd Pakistan. Тhеу pulled them out and поw they
have no опе close for on-site monitoring of drug activities ... So now, the оп}у personпel the Uпited Staies has iп
position there are the ~tIA's people. And, quite frankly, all
things coпsidered, that raises some disturЬing questions."11
The DEA evep admits the ~IA-backed contras are responsiЫe for the heroin traffic out of Afghanistan and Pakistan.
After David Melocik, the DEA's. Congressioпal Liaison,
retumed from а fact-findiпg trip to Southwest Asia he. announced at а press сопfеrепсе that "You can say the rebels
make their mош:у off the sale of opium. Thcrre's no doubt
about it ... the rebels keep their cause going through the sale of
opium." 12
· In 1ate 1986, U.S. drug ageпts caught Abdul Wali attempting to smuggle over а ton of hashish through Port Newщ-k,
New"Jersey. Assistant U.S. Attomey Claudia Flynп admitted
that Wali was the head of а 50,000-member orgaпization in
Pakistan but she refused to give the name
the group. Another federal official, who 'spoke оп the condition of aпoпym
ity, said that he had "some slgпificant position among [the
·
mujahedinJ." 13
Two top officials on the White House Strategy Council on
Drug Abuse wrote, with surprisiпg candor, in the Neиr York
Тimes: "We Worry a:bout the growing of opium poppies iп
Afghaпistan апd Pakistan Ьу rebel tribesmen who apparently
are the chief adversaries of the Soviet troops in Afghaпistan.
Are we erring iп befriending these tribes -as we did in Laos
\Уhеп Air America helped transport crude opium from certain
tribal areas?" 14

-of

10. Alfred МсСоу, The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia (New York:
Harper & Row, 1972), р. 350.
11. Hoag Levins, "Тhе Kabul Connection," Phi/adelphia Magazine, March
1980, р. 202.
12. Associated Press, DecemЬer 16,_ 1983.
13. Associated Press, October 7, .1986.
14. New York Тimes, Мау :22; 1980,

12 CovertAction

15. Washington Post, Jurte 20, 198Q, р. А30.
16. Ibld" Мау 9, 1985, р. Al.
17. Тiте Magazine, DecemЬer 9, 1985.
18. Тhе weapons also wind up in the hands of Pakistani drug smugglers, А Pakistani drug agent was amazed to find an anti-aircraft gun mounted to the
roof.of а major drug trafficker in North-West Frontier Province.
19. See МсСоу, ор. cit., n. 10; and David Truong D.H" "Running Drugs
and Secret Wars," in this issue.
20. See Virtce Bielski and Dennis Bemstein, "The Cocaine Connection," in
this issue.
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NSC, CIA, and Drugs:

The Cocaine Connection
Ву

Vince Bielski and Dennis Bernstein*

Ronald Reagan loves the contras and hates drugs; both
are wars he has.puЫicly vowed to fight. The President and the
First .Lady have given speeches from their home in the
White House extolling the virtues of а drug-free society and
urging the youth across America to "Just say no." Reagan has
even tied the two favored causes into one, neat, antiSandinista, knot. For three years, Reagan has accused the
Nicaraguan govemment of drug trafficking, and he has used
the issue in pushing contra aid through the congress.
But the knot has recently begun to unravel, as evidence surfaces showing that the CIA, not the Nicarag\.lan government,
is facilitating the importation of cocaine into the United States.
The evidence shows that the CIA tapped into the South
American-U.S. drug trade to keep the Nicaraguan contras
armed and fighting during the two-year prohibltion against
U.S. support. Only two decades ago, the CIA became а
partner in the.heroin trade stemming from its covert assassination programs in Southeast. Asi.a. The consequence of this
complicity was а U.S. heroin epidemic which left thousands
dead on the streets of New York, Detroit and Los Angeles.
Тhе CIA has shifted its focus to the contras in Central America, а major thorough-fare in the the South American-U.S.
cocaine trade. And here at home, Americans are shocked at the
. widespread use of cocaine and crack, the deadly cocaine derivative-in urban ghettos and corporate highrises.
The evidence from king pin traffickers, contras, U. S.
mercenaries, and congressional investigators suggests extensive CIA involvement in. the cocaine trade, from а top
cocaine producing family in South America to the pilots who
transport drugs. Blaming the contras for drug trafficking, as а
few in the press and Congress have done, misses the
point-that the contras are а CIA operation. Yet, it would also
.Ье. mistaken to isolate the .С1А as the culprit from the larger
·.White House conspiracy, managed Ьу Lt. Col. Oliver North.
Reagan's contra pipeline---,-as laid out in the current joint
House-Senate hearings-apparently utilized well-known drug
traffjckers in Miami and Costa Rica to fund and organize
weapons shipments.
,·Nothing .better indicates the depth of U .S govemment in.volvement in drug trafficking than its direct dealings with the
f~mily of ·Jorge Ochoa, one of Columbla's two largest drug
exporters, according to an eye-witness account. The Agency
appщently obtained cocaine directly from Ochoa in Columbla.
То move ·the illicit substance, the CIA also recruited drug
traffickers who piloted the narcotics from Colombla north to
refueling points in the northem Costa Rican jungle.
Costa Rica was фе location where CIA-backed smugglers
interfaced with the contra military operation. For the traffickers, Costa Rica's ge6graphical location between Columbla
and the United States made it а perfect transshipment point. А
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Bielski is а freelance joumalist in San Francisco. Dennis Bemstein
is а joumalist in New У ork City, and one of the producers of the Pacifica Foundation' s WBAI program, Conrragate.
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CIA operative, John Hull (see below), allowed the traffickers
to use several small jungle airstrips under his control to refuel
and store cocaine before shipping it to the United States. In
retum, they paid user fees and made payoffs to the contras,
and on return trips from southern Florida, the traffickers
brought.plane loads of weapons.
This evidence is also part of а Senate Foreign Relations
Committee probe into drug trafficking and the national security. While the.investigation, beginning in June, 1986, is now а
year old, it has yet to puЫicly report on any of its politically
explosive evidence showing that drug trafficking was а major
pillar of the Reagan doctrine Jor democracy in Central America.
Senator John Kerry (Dem.-Mass.) has been one of the few
committee members bold enough to implicate the CIA in
trafficking. It was his presentation at а closed-door committee
meeting in 1986 that forced the then RepuЬlican-led committee
to begin its o.wn investigation.
"It is clear that there is а networking of drug trafficking
through the contras," Kerry said at the meeting, "and it goes
right up to .. . [contra leaders] Mario Calero, Adolfo Calero
[and} Enrique Bermudez."
"And in the name of national security ," Kerry added, "we
сап produce specific law enforcement officials who will tell
you that they have been called off drug trafficking investigations because the CIA is involved or because it would threaten
national security."
Organized Crime, Heroin, and the CIA
.. The CIA' s use of drug smugglers to circumvent the Boland
Amendment banning support to the contras made practical
sense. Few groups could better execute clandestine weapons
deliveries to а Central American country than drug pilots.
These traffickers already had the necessary planes, pilots and
expertise to make weapons deliveries at hard-to-find jungle
locations. And this practical arrangement between seemingly
strange bed-fellows is as old as the CIA.
From the time of its Ьirth after World War two, the CIA has
repeatedly depended on allies in the criminal underworld to
.help figbt its anti-communist wars. Alfred McCoy's The
Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia concluded that the result
of this historical relationship was the CIA's "inadvertent but
inevitaЫe" role in drug trafficking, of which the contra war is
but the latest chapter.
In Sicily, for example, the Office of Strategic Services, the
forerunner of the CIA, used the Sicilian Mafia to. fight the
Italian Communist Party after the war. In Marseille, France,
"the CIA recruited Corsican gangsters to battle communist
strikers and backed leading figures in the city's Corsican underworld who were at odds with local communists," МсСоу
writes. This engagement helped "the Sicilian Mafia and the
Corsican underworld play а key role in the growth of Europe's
po.st war heroin traffic ... which provided most of the heroin
sfuuggled into the United States over the next two decades."
CovertAction 13
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Europeaп organized cri.me brought Southeast Asia iпto their
heroin trade as а source of opium iп the 1950s. U.S.
policy facilitated the heroiп trade there Ьу supportiпg anticommuпist armies iп Burma and Laos which wer~ deeply iп
volved iп the maпufacturing апd sale of heroin. From these
cases МсСоу fouпd CIA complicity in the drug trade оп three
levels: (1) "coiпcideпtaI· complicity Ьу allying with groups
actively eпgaged in the drug traffic; (2) abetting the traffic Ьу
covering up for knowii heroin traffickers and condoning their
involvement; (3) and active engagement in the transport of
<;>pium.and heroin." (See David Truong D.H., "Running Drugs
and Secret Wars," in this issue.)
Тhе CIA' s recent role in the South American-U. S. сосаiпе
trade fits squarely iпto the historical pattem.

The Ochoa-CIA-Contra Pact: An .Eyewitness Account
Тhе family of Jorge Ochoa, aloпg with а few other South
American fa:milies, control most of the · cocaine flow from
South Anierica to the Uпited States. Iп the South Americaп
drug world, Ochoa is а drug lord, as is Carlos Leder, whose
extradition in early 1987 to the United States grabbed the atteп
tion .of the national press for days.
Ironically, the CIA was strikiпg business deals directly
with Ochoa;-'the evideпce suggests, withiп а short time of the
DEA bust of Leder, its Ьiggest in years. The evideпce comes
from а major trafficker very close to the Ochoa operation who
in 1986 volunteered eye-witпess evidence on .the Ochoa.:CIA
link to the FВI. А U.S. citizeп married to а ColomЬian
trafficker, the witness is known Ьу her pseudonym "Wanda
Doe." The. FВI< subsequently used her as an undercover drug
trafficking informant, and in preparation for her testimoпy
before the Senate Foreign.Relations Committee, Kerry's office
produced а "legal proffer" about what she knows.
occasions, the proffer reads, Doe witпessecl the
On
loading of cocaine· from the Ochoa 'faпiily into CIA-owпed
planes Ьу CIA agents iп Barranquilla, ColumЬia. In 1983,
while she was visiting the Ochoas to make а сосаiпе deal, she
saw "апnу trucks" being unloaded from а Hercules рlапе and
"tupperware type contaiпers" loaded оп the рlапе. She was told
Ьу "Jorge Luis Ochoa that the plane was а CIA plane and that he
was exchanging drugs for U.S. guпs ... ; [that) these
shipments came each weekfrom the CIA, [апd that] two men iп
green uпiforms [unloading the рlапе] were CIA agents," the
proffer ·says.
. In October, 1985, she saw а similar transaction in
Barranquilla with а plane "clearly marked as а Southern
Airways ·рlапе." Doe was told that the Southem Airways
plane, "sometimes brought U.S. products such as washing
machines, gourmet food, and fancy furniture" in exchange for
cocaine.
Doe provided this evidence to the FВI before the Nicaraguans shot down the С-123 cargoplaпe over Nicaragua carrying Eugene Hasenfus in October, 1986. The log of а co-pilot
killed iп the crash shows two visits of а Southem Air
Transport plane to Barranquilla in October, 1985.
Тhе proffer says "that the FВI has told [DoeJ that they have
coпfirmed тапу of the thiпgs she told them, [апd] tlщ it was
difficult for them ·to respoпd to тапу of the things ... because
·
there weren't eпough .agents."

two

The Drug Pilots
Two convicted drug traffickers поw in federal prisoп iп
Miami provide stroпg evideпce of the CIA' s role in smuggliпg
14 CovertAction

cocaine between Costa Rica апd the United States. Тhе most
importaпt trafficker to соте forward with evidence is George
Morales, а U.S. citizen, а multi-millioпaire, а world-class
speed boat racer, апd а king pin smuggler Ьу U.S. standards.
Morales, а resident of Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, is а key witness in the Seпate probe, according to а congressioпal iп
vestigator. MoraJes' crediblljty is bolstered Ьу the fact that he
has assisted the CIA оп aпother operation in Latiп America
separate from the contras, the investigator said. .
Morales said iп а CBS report that h~ was recruited to set up
а contra air force to deHver weapoпs to the contras .ьу CIA
operative Octaviano Cesar. CBS was told Ьу eight sources that
Cesar works for the CIA. Morales said iп an interview with
these writers that he "was supplying aircraft and pilots; and
other financial support. We were flying weapons from Florida
to Ilopaпgo [а military base iп El Salvador] and then to Costa
Rica." Не said his pilots made пumerous such trips between
1984 and 1985.
As evidence, Morales said he gave а plane to Costa
Rican-based contra leader Adolfo Chamorro in 1985. Не said
the pl-ane was а Cessпa Titan 404, tail пumber N5273J. Federal А viation Administratioп records show that Chamoпo tried
to register this рlапе in the U.S. iп Мау 1985. Мorales said he
also coпtributed $250,000 to contras оп а quarterly basis,
while workiпg for contra leaders Alfonso Robelo and Femando
Chamoпo.

In retumi the Agency assisted Morales, and his trafflckers
smuggled "thousands of pounds of cocaine into the United
States through Costa Rica," the iпvestigator said. "Morales
was successful in the scheme. Не exploited the CIA conпec
·tioп to its fullest."
Providing the Intelligence
lt appears that опе form of. assistance giveп to the
traffickers was iпtelligence iпformation to help them, avoid
detectioп wheп eпteriпg the Uпited States. Morales said the
CIA assured him that his рhопе lines would поt Ье :monitored
Ьу the Drug Enforcemeпt Admiпistr11tioп. Diug trafficker
W апdа Doe provides evideпce that the CIA used its air traffic
iпtelligeпce iпformation iп smuggling drugs. "She was told Ьу
Michael Cocham that Cocham is past or preseпt CIA," the
proffer said, "that Cocham has -knowledge ·of air traffic
pattems апd clearances for military plaпes, and that Cocham
uses tbls kпowledge to facilitate пarcotics traffickiпg, · that
Cocham was seekiпg to move 9000 kilos from Miami to
Tampa Ьу van апd from Tampa to Los Aпgeles Ьу private
plaпes which he coпtrols, [апd] that his pilots are ex-U.S.
military fliers."
Coпvicted drug trafficker Michael Tolliver, who is serviпg
time iп а federal prisoп iп Miami, said uпder oath that he was
al1owed to use а U .S. military iпstallatioп to smuggle
marijuaпa iпto the Florida. Tolliver said he flew а shipmeпt of
weapoпs to the contras iп Hoпduras uпder the supervisioп of
Felix Rodriguez, а key operative iп the White House arms
пetwork. Оп the returп trip to Florida, Tolliver said he
traпsported 25,000 pouпds of marijuaпa from а CIA-built
airstrip in Hoпduras to Homestead Air Base пеаr Miami.
Another source of assistaпce giveп the traffickers was the
use of hiddeп airstrips iп пorthem Costa Rica coпtrolled Ьу ап
Americaп raпcher пamed Johп Hull.
American Rancher Turned CIA Operative
Johп Hull, а wea1thy U.S. raпcher from Iпdiana with dual
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citizenship and 8,000 acres of fertile land in Costa Rica, is а
key link in the CIA's drug scheme. According to а June, 1986,
memorandum on contra gun running from the Miami U.S.
Attomey's Office, "It is unclear whether Hull has had an official role in the U. S. sponsored contfa operation since March
1984. [Costa Rica CIA station chief Joseph F.] Femandez
denied that Hull has been an operative for the CIA ... since that
time. Hull, however, has allegedly made remarks that suggest
otherwise." Hull also told his mercenaries that he worked for
the National Security Council, and on several occasions he met
with North in Washington, according to the Tower report.
Тhе contra military opeщtion and the drug trafficking came
together in Costa Rica under Hull's command. Не was the
FDN' s commander in Costa Rica, and estaЫished contra
military bases on his ranch land from which at least two military raids into Nicaragua were launched, according to Peter
Glibbery and Steven Сщr, two of Hull's mercenaries. Hull
also controlled many airstrips in the area, which were used to
deliver weapons and supplies to Hull during the congressional
ban.
Hull allowed the traffickers who delivered the weapons to
also use the airstrips for transporting cocaine from South
America. Morales transported tons of cocaine into the United
States through Hull's airstrips, and paid Hull for the service,
the Senate investigator said. "George Morales was close
enough to Hull that he can describe the color of Hull' s bedroom
dresser," the investigator said. Hull said in an interview that
he has never allowed his airstrips to Ье used Ьу traffickers,
though he admitted that traffickers did use other airstrips in the
area.
Additional evidence against Hull comes from convicied
drug smuggler Gary Betzner, who said in а prison interview
that he flew arms to Hull's ranch and 1,000 kilos back to
Florida as one of Morales contra pilots in 1984. And Steven
Carr told а fellow mercenary interviewed Ьу these writers that
he was given the job of guarding the cocaine shipments on
Hull's land, before he died under mysterious circumstances in
Los Angeles in late 1986 of an accidental cocaine overdose.
Evidence continues to surface, as in а recent CBS report,
which stated that U.S. Customs Commissioner William Von
Raab "hit the roof' when he found out that the CIA had
employed Michael В. Palmer. Palmer, who was under federal
indictment for drug-smuggling, was hired Ьу the CIA to fly
covert flights to Central America.
Вау of Pigs Revisited: The Cuban-American Connection
Тhе tale of CIA complicity in drug trafficking is not complete without descriЬing .the role of Cuban-American anti-

communists in Miami. They rose to national prominence in
the .Вау of Pigs invasion of Cuba in April 1961, and while
many remained with .the CIA, others went out on their own. In
the ensuing years, they honed the skills taught them Ьу the
CIA in а series of anti-communist bomЬings in Miami. They
also greatly expanded the local narcotics trade, with eight percent of the Вау of Pigs veterans already having been convicted
of drug trafficking. Not surprisingly, they have been called
into action again as foot soldiers in the U.S. govemment's
arms-cocaine pipeline.
The Miami Cuban-Americans trained the contras and
facilitated drug trafficking under Hull's command. Hull said
his "humanitarian assistance to the contras" has been assisted Ьу Felipe Vidal, Rene Corbo and Francisco Chanes-three
Cuban-Americans who as of 1986 were under а Miami FВI
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investigation for drug trafficking out of Costa Rica, according
to а June, 1986 memorandum from the House Select Committee on Narcotics Abuse and Control and other sources.
The hardest evidence to date of the Hull-Cuban-American
connection is а March, 1985 arms shipment from Florida to
Hull's ranch which is now under investigation Ьу the Miami
U.S. Attomey's Office. The arms were stored at the Miami
home of Chanes, along with three kilograms of cocaine, valued
at about $75,000, according to Jesus Garcia, another Cuban-American who assisted on the shipment. Garcia said
Chanes paid for the flight with $8,000, and Corbo was on the
plane as it left Florida.
Тhis cocaine-financed shipment is also directly linked to
Oliver North. Robert Owen, North's "couiier" to the contras,

Contra planes at Aguacate. Large plane is а С-47.
witnessed the arrival of' the weapons on Hull's airstrip in
Costa Rica, according to Glibbery, who was also there.
The Bi-Partisan Coke Coverup
Тhе current Iranlcontra investigation of the joint HouseSenate panel has been a·forum for propagating. the idea of а
Ы-partisan foreign policy, which amounts to а one-dimensional, military crusade against communism. Exposing the
White House and the CIA's complicity in drug trafficking
would produce the much feared congressional dissent and stall
the crusade. As· а result, panelists have allowed witnesses to
make categorical denials about their role in drug trafficking
without presenting the hard evidence against them. For example, during his testimony before the panel, Robert Owen
was not asked any questions about the drug traffickers' role in
the March 1985 arms shipment which he was involved in. Yet
evidence was readily availaЫe to the panelists that the flight
was funded Ьу drug money and organized Ьу smugglers.
The cover up of the drug trafficking, however, appears to
have begun with the CIA.
National Security and the CIA Cover Up
Evidence that the CIA has actively tried to cover up its own
drug operation comes from а transcript of June, 1986, Senate
Foreign Relations Committee meeting. Тhе CIA apparently
Ыocked federal drug investigations of contra supporters to
prevent the evidence from spreading.
At the meeting, Senator Kerry said: "1 am incensed at the
notion that in the name of... national security we are allowing
drugs to соте into this country ....
"The contra infrastructure consists of the supply lines for
the contras, used to move men, money, and supplies and
munitions to the contras.... Тhеу have been аЫе to gain а
CovertAction 15

license, if you will, of access to airfields, of the muting of
Customs officials, an·aЬility to Ье аЫе to circumvent the law,
in the name of national security. And in the name of national
security, we can produce specific law enforcement officials
who will tell you that they have been called off drug trafficking
investigations because the CIA is involved or because it would
threaten national security."
One federal drug investigation that was called off targeted
FDN Ieader Enrique Bermudez. "Не was the target of а govemment-sponsored sting operation. Не has been involved in
drug running .... And the law enforcement officials know that
the sting operation was called back in the interest of protecting
the contras," Кепу said.
When asked Ьу Senator Nancy Kassenbaum (Rep.-Kans.)
about approaching the CIA for help with the Senate investigation, Кепу said, "Let me say that 1 would Ье amazed.if the CIA
were to Ье very-cooperative in this:'We had а meeting with the
CIA. [Т!tеу] jumped out of their seats at some of the stuff that
.they heard we were thinking of Iooking· ~t."
А

CIA Plant?
Тhе cover up has also been heiped along Ьу the appoinhnent
of а 35-year CIA veteran to the House-Senate ,in.vestigation to
probe CIA wrongdoing in Costa Rica. Thomas J>.olgar, а former CIA station chief in Vietnam,
aiso cцrrently an .a~tive
meniber. of .ithe Virginia-based Ass~~iation ·:Pf:'E()rmer .. lntelligenee Officei's, а· CIA lobbying ·qrganiiatiori. Polgar
traveled to Costa Rica 'in April, was ·1ed around Ьу the U.S.
embassy there which was deeply involved in the arms
network, and didn't bother to interview Hull and others Iinked
to CIA trafficking in Costa Rica. Po1gar did reveal what side of
the investigation he was on when he told Iocal reporters at the
Tico Тimes, а Costa Rican weekly, that he doubted that "а conservative farfner like Hull would traffic in-drugs."
1

А

is

Leak, а Murder, а Death Threat, and а Set Up
The witnesses and investigators of .the drug trafficking
have had а rough time staying alive and out of jail.
Leaks- to the press about what Wanda Doe knows have
forced investigations into the evidence to close down, and
have ruined Doe as an extremely valuaЫe informant into the
drug world Ьу forcing her into hiding. Laurel Marc-Charles,
Doe's attomey, believes the Justice Department sat on the
evidence, then leaked it to the rightwing Washington Times,
which ran articles in January, 1987, suggesting that Doe had
"altered -her story" after talking with Senator Kerry' s staff. "1
simply kinow of no other circumstance in which the Department
of Justice has acted so iпesponsiЫy ," the attomey said.
lt appears that those involved tht CIA-;cocaine scheme have
also resorted to murder to keep things~ secret. One of the first
sources to surface on Hull 's connection to trafficking was
Hull's personal assistant, а contra ·known as David. Не
passed the information on to-Мartha Iioney and Tony Avirgan,
two Costa Rican-based American reporters who work for CBS
and ВВС in the spring of 1985. According to Costa Rica au'
thorities, in July, David was kidnapped and brought to Hull's
ranch, and then tortured and killed.
Then in April of this year, Hull threatened mercenary Peter
Glibbery with death. Glibbery, who is in а Costa Rica prison
for violating the country's neutrality law, said Hull's threat
came after he refused to sign а document retracting the
evidence he had given federal authorities about Hull's contra
activities. The document also refeпed to Senator Кепу as а
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"communist." After Glibbery refused to sign, Hull said, "I'П
ruin your family. And you'll die just Iike Steven Сап died.
Don't you know the CIA killed Сап.?" Glibbery said.
One month Iater, the Christic lnstitute, а non-profit law firm
which has been in the forefront in developing evidence on the
contra-cocaine connection, was the target of а Ьizarre drug set
up in Costa Rica. Тhе Washington based lnstitute has filed а
civil Iaw suit in federal court in Miami against Ret. Gen.
Richard Secord, Ret. Gen. John Singlaub, John Hull and other
figi.lres in the lranlcontra scandal for the!r alleged participation
in an arms-drugs~assassination conspiracy to help the
contras. The Institute has recently taken swom depositions
linking Hull to the 1984 teпorist bomЫng in Nicaragua which
was intended to kill renegade contra leader Eden Pastora, but
instead killed eight others, including three U.S. joumalists. А
Costa Rican security official said Hull was traveling with
Amac Galil, the Libyan anti-Qaddafi teпorist who planted the
bomb, three weeks before the Ьlast in Costa Rica .
While lawyers from the lnstitute were in Costa Rica taking
the depositions from witnesses, the plaintiffs in the case,
Martha Honey · and Tony ·А virgan, received а package of
cocaine in а small Ьох at the post office. Enclosed was а Ietter,
supposedly from Nicaraguan interior minister Tomas Borge,
saying "Dear Tony and Martha, sell this for me .... The
[Sandinista] commandantes are very happy with your mission.".
Costa Rican narcotics police were waiting at the post office
and arrested the reporter's secretary after she picked up the
package. And lnstitute Iawyer Tom Kellenberg ~as _taken
into custody Ьу the narcotics police and beaten. "I~ut evidently
the set up was too _obvious and charges were never brought
against lnstitute workers.
Blaming the Sщ1dinistas
"1 know that every American parent concemed about the
drug problem," Reagan said, "will Ье outraged to leam that top
Nicaraguan govemment officials are deeply involved in drug
trafficking."
Some panelists at the hearings have repeated Reagan's
thinly based accusation, despite the evidence to the contrary.
Тhе administration has bolstered its claim with photographs
taken.by DEA informant iщd former drug smuggler Barry Seal,
which allegedly showed а top Sandinista official in Nicaragua
handling narcotics bound for the United States.
However, the Wall Street Joumal reported recently that the
DEA "could find no information beyond Mr. Seal's word tying
any Nicaraguan official to the drug shipment." Тhе administration claims were also refute'd Ьу Deputy CIA Director
Richard Кеп, who said at а National Drug Enforcement Policy
Board meeting that "There is по solid evidence to support"
charges of Cuban-Nicaraguan drug trafficking, according to а
recent Jack Anderson column.
·
PuЫic opinion, however, influenced Ьу concem over the
cuпent cocaine and crack epidemic, doesn't always follow the
trends set in Washington. Witness а recent editorial in the
Charlston Gazette, in West Virginia, entitled ·~Just Say No."
"The CIA apparently used drug smugglers to ferry arms to
contra bases .... [T]hese accusations must Ье investigated. lf
nothing else, U.S. foreign policy has-been tarnished; only а
thorough going-over will clean it up. Meanwhile we have а
suggestion for Congress next time the president asks for tax
dollars to support his so-called 'freedom fighters': Just say
no."
•
Number 28 (Summer 1987)

.",
The Media's DouЫe Standard:

.Who Deals Drugs?
Ву

Roman Berger*

News from crisis regions is often subject to outside control. А case study Ьу the Columbla Journalism Review reveals
how а story about alleged drug trafficking Ьу the Sandinista
govemment received widespr,ead inedia attention .with the
encouragement of th~ Reagan ·adфinistration, while reports of
Nicaraguan сопtт;а drug running were hardly noted in the press.
Reagan's accusations· of. Sandinista drog running were first
reported in the Wi!sblngton Тimes: On July .17, 1984, а stщ:y in
the Moonie раре~ Йnked ''impo'rtant inembers of the Marxist
government in Nicaragua" with drug trafficking. The paper
based this report on unnamed soutc(1s in the- Reagan· admii}i;.
stration who referred to the statements of Federico Vaughan, а·
convicted drug dealer who worked as- an Jrifofщant for th.e U. S. ·
government. Тhеу claimed that Vaughan~ while testifying in а
Miami court, hinted that members of the Nicaraguan government were complicit in drug smuggling froin' ColomЬia to
the U.S., via Nicaragua.
'·
A False Allegation
·· ·
Relying on the same unnaцi~d s~urces., the 'f.!f!w York
Тimes, Los':Ang'el~~·Тimes and)'~BC-TV~_started:.ц)'play,up ..
stories. of the alleged connectioh between Nicaragua iJnd "Iiarco-tertorism." Then, in Octdbef·1984, the New ·York Тimes, ·
the Wall Street Journal and CB-S-':fV< news reported that'.
fugitive banker Robert Vesco was helping to finance cocaine
trafficking Ьу the Nicaraguan government. Citing "U. S.
Customs sources," the reports said that Vesco had worked
together with Federico Vaughan.
However, the federal judge in Miami, who heard Vaughan's
case, found no traces of the alleged connection between
Vaughan and Vesco, nor did he find any proof of relations
between Vaughan and the Sandinista leadership. The Columbla Journalism Review study noted that the judge's findings
were never mentioned in major newspapers or on the major
network news broadcas~s.
The attack Ьу the Reagan administration continued. On
March 16, 1986, three months before Congress approved $100
million in aid for the contras, Reagan declared on national TV:
"I know .that all American paren~s who are concerned about the
drug proЫem will Ье enraged to hear that high-ranking
members of the Nicaraguan government are deeply involved in
drug trafficking."
At the appropriate point in the speech, the TV screen
flashed а Ыurred Ыack-and-white photograph, allegedly
showing а plane being loaded with cocaine on an airstrip near
Managua, while Sandinista officials stood Ьу. Reagan contin•
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* Тhе SeptemЬer/OctoЬer 1986 issue of the ColumЬia Journalism Review ran
an article Ьу Joel Millman, "NarctJ-Terrorism: А Tale ofTwo Stories." It discussed the differing treatment given to stories alleging contra drug running and
those which allege Sandinista drug running. The article was the subject of а
news report Ьу Swiss journalist Roman Berger in the Ziirich Tages-Anzeiger
(January 12, 1987). What follows are excerpts from that article, translated for
СА/В Ьу Heike Кleffner.
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ued in one of his fiercest attacks against 'the Nicaragua government: "Тhere is obviously no crime the Sandinistas do not
recoil from. This is а lawless regime."
Three days 1ater, the claim was first questioned in the
mai,qstreatp media. The New Yor.:~,Тimes reported that the Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) had contradicted Reagiщ's assertio_n of officia1 Nicaraguan involvemeilt in drug
trafficking •. "I:he T{mespointed ·эиt. that DEA officials had
puЫicly opposed .~R~agan' s aHeg~!ions several. times on
earlier oc9asions. Fщ .months, ·the bEA's opposition had
ti
been ignored Ьу the media.

.Contra.Co.caine

·· 1•

.

'

News coverage of .the coh.tras invol:vement in drug trafficking·too}<: а very different course~ In early )985~ two experienced
Assoc'iat~d· Press .~~port~rs, J3rian :Qar~_er and Robert. Parry,
first ·heard reports о~. c,Ontra. \,lrug smuggling from government
officials iri · WaShingtQ'ri. тti'ey asked .their .editors. for permission, to travel to-Centfiil-America and confinue their reseiirch.
Th~y weri:.ohly Щ1owed а trip to Mi_ami, .but because of sur"prising disflosµres.there, the re,porters went 'to Costa Rica
whe~e the~.>.:IeIOined а. great d~al пiore. Despite convincing
,evipeщ:e; ch'ecked carefully iri 'Washiilgton, 'the АР reporters
wete greeted with skepticism and uneasiness .Ьу their editors.
Nervous bureau chiefs started to play down the essence of
their investigation. According to CJR, never before had а story
from the Washington АР bureau Ьееn so strongly edited. As
each new version was sent to New York АР headquarters for
their opinion, Ьitter disputes took place, and the story was
apparently killed.
"
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Curbed Reporters
Finally on December 16, 1985, when Barger and Parry had
Iong ·thought their story dead, the report was inadvertently run
on the AP's Spanish news wire, and then the АР was forced to
run it in Engiish. Still; the exclusive report received almost no
media attention.
Only the Los Angeles Тimes and the Philadelphia Inquirer
puЫished Фе story immediately. The Washington Post printed
the story two weeks later, hidden on а back page. Тhе story
was not mentioned. in the New York Times, which had run
countless articles about Sandinista drug smuggling. On
television, only АВС news briefly mentioned the report.
Meanwhile, а request Ьу Parry and Barger to travel to
Nicaragua and Honduras to gather more information on the
story was turqed down. The reason: Тhе АР report did not receive enough response and was not picked up Ьу the networks
and major papers and did not generate outside research!
[Editor's Note: Both Parry and Barger have since left the
Associated Press. The Vaughan connection, meanwhile, is in
shamЫes, although· that has not stopped the Reagan administration from incessantly repeating the unfounded allegations.
As Jonathan Kwitny pointed out in the Wall Street Journal
CovertAction 17

The famous fuzzy photograph.

(April 22, 1987), the only evidence that Vaughan was а
Sandinista official came from the man who flew the plane and
took the pictures that Reagan used оп ТУ, Barry Seal, ап iп
dicted drug dealer апd govemmeпt iпformer. Seal had а teп
year sепtепсе reduced to six moпths probatioп after telliпg his
story. Shortly thereafter, he was murdered Ьу three mеп described as а hit squad for ColomЬiaп drug dealers agaiпst
whom he had testified. Kwitпy also reported that Seal had, iп
fact, Ьееп flyiпg weapoпs and drugs for the contras. Seal's
escapades are described iп ап article Ьу Joel Millmaп in the
July 1, 1986 Village Voice.
In June 1987, Jack Aпdersoп received а сору of the miпutes
of а February 19, 1987 meetiпg of the Natioпal Drug
Eпforcemeпt Policy Board, chaired Ьу Attomey Geпeral Edwiп
Meese. The deputy director of the CIA, Richard Kerr, was
asked about СuЬап апd Nicaraguaп iпvolvemeпt iп drug
traffickiпg: "'Richard Kerr poiпted out it was hard to ideпtify а
direct СuЬап govemmeпt liпk to traffickiпg activities,' the
miпutes state. 'There is по solid evideпce to support this.' As
for the Maпagua coпspirators: 'The Nicaraguaп Saпdiпista
role appears to have Ьееп episodic,' Kerr said, accordiпg to
the coпfideпtial miпutes. Our CIA sources traпslated this as а
polite way of saying that much of the hoopla about Saпdiпista
drug smuggliпg was based оп а DEA iпformaпt who has siпce
Ьееп discredited."(Newsday, Juпe 3, 1987.)]
The CJR study quotes ап executive at CBS, whose aпalysis
18 CovertAction

was: "For the first story there were pictures. Wherever they
came from, they seemed to back up the administratioп's
allegations. Whereas with the contra story, we would have
been forced to go to Ceпtral America ourselves апd follow the
traces."
The Power of the Government
One importaпt coпclusioп from the study was that most
пews stories about Nicaragua origiпate from Washiпgtoп апd
поt from people iп Ceпtral America who are living and workiпg
at the center of the crisis. Iп Washiпgtoп, the govemmeпt has
easy access to the media апd is free to select what is пews апd
what is поt. It is the admiпistration that decides who is а
"freedom fighter" апd who is а "terrorist"; which govemmeпts
are "Marxist-Leпiпist" апd which are "democracies." In 1984,
the White House hailed the electioпs iп El Salvador as а
"triumph for democracy ," whereas the electioпs iп Nicaragua
were "а sad farce." The govemment's huge informatioп apparatus coпstitutes а voice that canпot Ье ignored.
The govemmeпt's aЬility to coпtrol the пews is especially
пoteworthy iп the case of the Reagaп admiпistratioп' s disinformation campaigп agaiпst the Sandiпistas. Guided Ьу а
low iпteпsity coпflict strategy, maпipulatioп of the media is ап
importaпt tool for furthering the U .S. objectives iп Central
America.
•
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Doc-u-drama

One impor:iant aspe~~ of the Iran/ contra hearings that
frequently goes unnoticed is the pile of dec1assified documents released Ьу the House-Senate investigating committee.
Тhе documents often reveal the part of the story that reticent
committee memЬers refuse. to follow up during questioning.
Here are several. docuщents. which demonstrate how the
arms-dealing network operated and the degree to which the
White House was intimately involved.
Retired Army General Richard Secord's history of partici~
pation in special operations dates back to the CIA' s war in
Laos. In late 1983 the Agency wanted to issue Secord· а security clearance so he could Ье privy.to classified information.
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This is the reply from the CIA's Office of General
Counsel.

This memo, from Oliver North to Felix Rodriguez,
shows how the former NSC aide made arrangements for
Southern Air Trцnsport (''the contractor") to send
planes to Rodriguez in El Salvador.

Much of the secret Nicaraguan supply network that Secord
helped set up was planned in the White House situation room
and run Ьу CIA operatives out of El Salvador. Ilopango and
Aguacate air bases. were open to contra gun (and drug)
runners.

Robert Owen 'played а very important role in the contra supply operation. Although Ье is а private citizen and, Ьу his own
admission, broke many laws, he was granted full immunity
from prosecution Ьу Congress.
CovertAction 19
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Owen testified that he was once sent to Chinatown in New
York City to pick up $9,500 from а Chinese merchant. А
source with intimate knowledge of Asian drug traffic claims
that the money рrоЬаЫу came from the Chiu Chow drug ring,
which in the mid-1970s, was part of the CIA's opium/heroin
smuggling network in Southeast Asia. (See David Truong
D.H., "Drug Running and Secret Wars," in this issue.)
In 1985, the U.S. Attorney General authorized Drug
Enforcement Administration (DEA) participation in intelligence gathering operations not related to drugs. DEA agents
helped Oliver North look for hostages" particularly William
Buckley, the Beirut CIA station chief who was kidnapped.
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-le!i-~~;,:~ual.1.Y.>~~·c Coritrol.lecl,;Ъy Paatora, .he 'jv.at talJta vith

~~.:.J~~-::;.ть.ае iaclUde:~~ to ~l"LJ.onel; sма.
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Ot.hue ~ )1111 (.~" ,inclucte tvo •••an1~. ~
ЪК-.. tЬ.,. Ь.w ~t 1~ ..,. •uppoaedly •.. ~
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who
.

1-PRXt. 9. ltB!S

Spar'kplu9 Ьаа decided Ь Q0 vi th El N~o Chuiorro •• · th•. 111ili tary
ca8t&llder of the SOUth • . Тhеп v111 Ье а political/мilitary cov.ncil
vill have av.perviaory c.pacity over Ch81110rro. 'l'Ьia will Ь.
..s.. up ofa
'"
• El N89ro ChМ10rro
• Donald Lacayo
•
Xndalacio Paat.ora
•
• Picaaao (·Wo 18 111&rried· t.o cal•ro'a vife's sisterJ
•
PoYed.& ( ро••~Ьlу and othera) . :- t
vЬ1сЬ

Раре

haa bro'ken dovn the см~р that vaa under him into 4 small camps
an4 thv.a apread tha men arov.nd.. И• i• vaiting for equipnent to
atan CC8in9 in frc. El Salvador. Moral ia good an4 th• m•n vill
atart vorkinq in ••11 t.e-..

Тhе

concern aЬov.t CЬ-Orro i• that Ь. drinka а fair UtOv.nt and may
aurround hiallaelf vith people vho .are in th8 var . not only to fi9ht,
People "4'1о: ие que•tionahie, Ьесаu.ае Ot paat

Ьut: to •ake money.

indiacr.at1on:

~=1:'81ь cd°iepon) :potential··~~i~~

with drv.9

• ruN\1Aq and die ••l•• of good8 provided. Ьу usu.

' ·· '

• c:8r1.oa C:Oroae1.s TalJta vith all aidea,. potent.ially too
11UсЬ v1th ·th~.Suкliniataa and ia m&Jd.n9 $ on the sidea
• LeoRel Povedaa Rwiored to'·ha.VW. Ъеео involved with
~ "the aale of gooda~ an4 poc:Jt8U'n.Q certain•coitniaa1ons•
• S8Ь&•t1an - a l e a (Wachм)a Nov iAvolved in dru9 rv.nnin9--

.out

·Of

Pan••

• J.lvaro C:.na8'IO (Tlldeo).
• Ju.lio Digot••
•

Иector sмсЬеz

•

s.Ьaatian

Gonaalea (Wachaa)

This. document shows the intimate relations that Owen
had with the contra leadership and that he knew some
of them were involved in drug running. ["Hammer" is
shortened version of North~s code name,
"Steelhammer." Adolfo Calero's code name was
"Sparkplug. "]
20 CovertAction
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Тhе DEA did not find the hostages in 1985, so North,
Secord and their associates rnet with Iranian contacts to discuss th~ possiЬility of the release of the hostages in exchange
for weapons. During the October 1986 rneeting in Frankfurt
both sides bargained over the price of the transcript of
Buckley's torture/inteпogation session.

1

,•

.

1

•

"~.

.. ы.1tьнtм с:снтастs .vio ~1 AМrlltC'Alf моst!Ш

rroм th• ••rli.a1t 11\0nt.ha follovint tl'le ttla•ic ravoL11taon н1
tran, tl\e U.S. C:OVern111ent hat 1tt1111pted to r111t••l11J\ of!i.cLaL
c:ontaet va.th that 9ov1rn111en' i.n ordet to ditc\181 ltl'•t••ic
d1v1L0Pч•en.ta __in tll.i.1 cr1.t1e11 рап ot th• wol'ld and raconнr"ct 8
worki.,,t r1l1tion1hi.p. Evan befora rr11id1nt. a1191n са" t:t
off1c• th• U.J. Cov1rn111111'it a91"11d to t.rr с.о ••P•~d ••c11rity,
aconomic. political, and Lnt1lli.91nc1 r1l1tion1"1.p1 .at а раса
1cc1pt1.Ьl• to Tenr•n.
tn tha fall or Lt7t, th• U.J. v.n~a:~oca

thr•• 11cr1t •1111on1 to Tahran:

.

S1~t~МЬ1r.
rtl"l\l••t of ·1.~11
th8
0Ct"Ob8r 'lt1t: •

"
· · · f"t 11cretlr witfll l111r9an at tt18
lr11nw.na

,.

'

'

Octob8r-Novell'.tie'r 'i't11 -81i188iillii~
no.r111al+a.tion ;.ot. r8·l1tio
W'h8n th818 lfl88.Hn9e ·1nd th8 ~8Cfft ~qveN8t 1. 1'7' ll8e:1.:i9 ,i.~.
"8l91.er1. betveen lrzeнnsll.i 1nd •ri1118 MLni.lt8r l111r9an. :e:ai-e
public ir'li lran-. they helped preci.pi.t•t• th8 t11'eover ot с.::е ::.s.
t:rl\Ьa11y Ьу radic1L eler.ient1 and 1•- to th8 r11i9n1ti.9n ot t::e
811ar9an 9overN118nt. 'П'~еае event1 have adver18ly Lnflue:'lcecl
lran' 1 sub1equent vi.llLn9ne11 to .8n919e i.R any dLrect con:1c~
v:i.th the tiSG.

:)81Pit• mutual' dLfttC\llt1ea 1nv01ved i.h r1•e1tabi11hi1\9 ::о:-:-•'·
. :el1t1on1, ~ur 1tr1te9Lc. i~t~l'••t• Lr\ tJ'l8 ••r11.1n Cul! ~•n~ate
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wi:th lon ·- EtY••• J'ordan. 'Nrocc;o, t1r••~~ South Africa. ar:4
';~8 :Jni.ted St1te1~
lv..en traq ·cont1.nue1 to ~•v• di.plcaa:·~:
,·.l,lt:i.ODI Vitb lran.

"••t.

:r8n 18 Cll• key to ~ 1'89L9n ot v1t•1 i.111portanc8 ~о ~~·
yet
:i.t 11 1ac11111ntfly thre1t•n•!S·by 9rova.n9 Sov,et "'111.t•ry F=wer
an4' poll.tl.eal 1"r111.ence a_lon9 ~tl bor_d•ra and Ln1Ld• 1.с.1
terri.to~.
Qv'r 'the соц1'18 ot th8 1"1ist two J8Ч•• th• Sovi.•~•
an4 th•ir 8\ll'fOt•t•• h•v• мv•4 actlv•Ly 'о 91in tr••t:•r
1nf111.ence 1n U\e ~lf.a
•
Тhе IOY1•tl MlLeve t1'8a& once ll'IOll81n1 di••· tlllY v1.1L h1v1
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This section of the North-McFarlane-Poindexter
chronology outiines some of these secret negotiations. It
was deleted from tbe original in an attempt to hide
Reagan's involvement.
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The committee and the miiinstream media continue to ask,
"Did the President know what was going on?" However, the
following memo, from North to Poindexter (reprinted here
because of the poor quality of the exhiЬit), shows not merely
how North wanted to incorporate the CIA into his private
network. lt demonstrates that the President was а witting participant.

documeпt became the basis for
of the diversioп.

1 passed the iпfo, w/o meпtioпiпg Nir to ЬоtЬ Clarridge апd
Casey. Clatridge believes that there may iпdeed Ье somethiпg to the otтer [DELETEDJ. WШ wotk w/ Dewey оп а
meetiпg рlап which we щау wish to сщ-rу щ1t arter we complete the host.age arrangemeпts. · ·
Ье aware that ·the :fes•$taпce support orgaпiza
tioп пow,,has more .than $6М availaЫe for immediate dis-

You should

bursemeпt. This re«J,)lc~$Jhe' rteeci·-fь: ko·to third couпtries
for help. It does поt, howёver, reduce the·urgeпt пееd to get
CIA back iпto the maпagement-Of .this progrцrn. We сап
опlу do this Ьу goiпg for~ard with the reprogrammiпg proposal апd gettiпg ihe i.equisite authori~ies for CIA iп
volvemeпt. Uпless w.e do фis, we will ruп incrщtsiпg risks of
tryiпg to maпage this. ptogram frorn here witb·the atteпdaпt
physicai and political iiaЫlities. 1 am поt complaiпiпg, апd
you kпow that 1 love the work, but we have to lift more о~
this опtо the CIA so that 1 сап get more that.2-3 hrs of sleep
at пight. The motё money there is (and we will have а coп
sideraЫe amoi'int iп· а few· more days) the more visiЫe the
prograПi bec;omes (ail'plaпe~~ pilots, we1Jpoпs, deliveries,
etc.) and ,the more iпquisit1ve·· will become people like
Kerry, Barпes, Harkiпs,.et,:al •. ~iJ.eI care п0t а whit what
they say about me, it coul'd become а political. embarrassmeпt for the Presideпt and you. Much of this risk сап Ье
avoided simply Ьу coveriпg it with an authorized CIA program uпdertakeп with the $15М. 'J'his is what 1 was about to
say iп the meetiпg today and а poiпt that 1 believe Sbultz
does поt uпderstaпd iп his advocacy of Third couпtry
solicitatioп. 1 have по idea what Dоп Regan does or does поt
kпow re my private U.S. operatioп but · the ·Presideпt
obyiously kпows why he has Ьееп meetiпg with several select
people to thaпk tliem for:·their ''suppart for Depi9cracy" iп
CeпtAm. Iп short, we пееd to proceed with the $15М. Shall
1 work this up? Wrm regards, North.
05/16/86 16:42

Meese's admissioп
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Reply to Note of 05/16/86 16:19
NOTE FROM: OLIVER NORTH
Subject: IRAN AND TER:RORISM
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Тhе

next day ;'\P9indexter authorized North to prepare the
paperwotk for the CIA reprogramming.
·
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North апd his secretary, Fawп Hall, thought they had
destroyed this documeпt апd substituted altered memos
which did 11ot iпclude the sectioц about the diversioп of
Iran arms sale protits .to the contras. However, in this
attempt to obstruct justice they failed, апd this
22 CovertActioп
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Drugs, Politics, and Disinformation
Ву

Richard Hatch*

If 1985 was tЬе year of the terrorist, 1986 was the year of the
drug hype. Тhе drug panic last year. was just the latest in а
series ·of disinformaiion themes, · maiшfa~tured and nurtured
Ьу the White House to help the Reagan ·administration purs1,1e
attacks on 'O<)mestic 'freedoms and divert attention from more
presSing social proЫems.

consisted of perhaps an increase of 200-300 deaths among
heavy cocaine users due to an increase in the availaЬility of
cocairie.
During Marcb 1985 congressional hearings conducted Ьу
then Senator Jeremiah Denton (Rep.-Ala.) for the Senate Subcommittee on Security and Terrorism, Acting Director of the
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) John Lawn testified
that:
·

Drug Crisis: Reality or Illusion?
Тhroughout 1986, а tide of articles and ТV news reports on
Abuse of several of the more harmful drugs has · staЬilized
illegal. drugs, particularly the smokaЫe cociline derivative
accordiпg to the latest availaЫe data. Тhе пumber of heroiп
know1Гas ''erack," washed through the mei;Iia. From March to
users has staЬilized at approximately oпe-half millioп, and
· October 1986, NBC news aired more than 400 reports on
the abuse Of dangerous drugs has decreased Ьу 12 percent.
drugs. CBS received the highest ratings ever recorded for а
According to data preseпted Ьу the Natioпal Iпstitute on
documentary with its "48 Hours on Crack Street." 1 And along
Drug Abuse iп fiscal year 1984 youпg people iп the Uпited
with hundreds of other articles, .tЬе New York Тimes ran almost
two full pages daily for the week of the President and First
States contiпued what has become а 4-year decliпe iп
reported abuse of such drugs as marijuana, aniphetamiпes,
Lady's drug crisis living roomspeech.
Although most of the furoГ··was over crack, the anti-drug
and barЬiturates.
·crusade lumped all drugs togetЬer as an evil threat. Yet Ьу
early 1987, tiie torrent had dried цр. There were no more TV
Lа~п added that the. decliпe iп marijuana щ;е d~d not iпdicate а
specials· 'with Dan Rather or Geraldo Rivera undercover on
shift to cocaine use and that overall, he believed "five years
drug busts, no two-page spreads in the Times, and no more
from .now ,tqeie· will Ье fewer people usiпg сосаiпе. " 4
presidential speeches.
Wliat happened? Тhе truth is that there was·no "crisis," and
AnatoЩy Qf а Propaganda Campaign
the paiiic was manufactured ptimarily forpolitical'gain.
How did. ttie прtiоп of а drug epidemiC propag~t,e through the
Тhе Reagan administration had refined its techniques of
media? The inethodology of the propagators i& Janiitiar.
disinfoпnation Ьу allowing the contras and other mercenary
"Frieпdl у" admiпistra,tiop assets.'- appeared on. !~:ll~ sho~s, .·
groups to traffic in cocaine to raise money for political
wrote editorials, щid testified before Congtess. Iп Шт, ·their
purposes, then citing the resultant drug use in its attack on
statemeпts were used Ьу "grass roots'' movements back~d Ьу
political fteedom. Тhе a:dministration's war on drugs was as
the administratioh. Iп this aspect, the War oп-Drugs resemhypocritical as its refusal to trade arms for hostages.
Ыed other Reagan administration propagliпda campaigos such
Тhе war against 'drugs, meanwhiie·, assumed the existence
as those of the "Vellow Raiп" ·щуtЬ and the "Bulgarian Соп
of an epidemic. However, throughout the period of intense
песtiоп.'' (See sidebar.)
media coverage, the use of illegal drugs-with the exception of
'Гhе anti-drug craze of the mid l 980s was iп large part а
crack-continued а years-long decline. While Newsweek
recycliпg of а carefully managed campaigп of the early 1970s,
editorialized that "an epiae'mic is abroad in America, as perwhen President Nixoп's War оп Dt:иgs was desigпed to bolvasive a'nd dangerous in its way as the plagues of medieval
ster his law-and-order image before the 1972 electioп. 5 Тhе
times," the actual number of dtug users in the U. S. decreased,
new campaigп had а similar ·functioп in the 1986 electioпs.
especially among the young.
"
lпdeed, the personпel involved iп the 1970s were to а large
Тhе absence of an epidemic is confirmed Ьу figures from
degtee simply remoЬi}ized; in many cases, "evide~ce" origithe National lnstitute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), the primary
nally produced more than а decade before (and siпce congovernmental body charged with monitoring drug usage.
tradicted) .was dug up and recycled as "proof' of the epide:mic.
NIDA statistics show that the number of hospital emergency
room admissions · an,d de.atlis associated with drugs stayed . ТЬе "Experts"
fairly constant froщ.1983 through 1986. At. the.height of the
Ап examiпatioп of the experts employed iп the latest drug
·~crisis" the numbers dying from cocaine still did not greatly
war quickly centers оп а group. of scieпtists and bureaucrats
exceed the total dying from over-the-couпter painkillers like
who have lobЫed agaiпst reforms of· drug laws for пearly
aspiriп. Alcohol iп сощЫпаtiоп with other drugs killed twice
fifteeп years. These "experts" form а mixed bag of former
as mапу as сосаiпе. 2 Former NIDA head Carltoп Tumer
DEA officials and scieпtists-iпcludiпg some who coпducted
admitted it was "поt an epidemic поw. It was опе iп 1981, but
secret research for the CIA and Departmeпt of Defense.
· people are just поw discovering it."3 Iп short, the epidemic
Опе such eJ1;pert is Peter Beпsiпger, а former head of the

* Richard

Hatch is а research chemist, specializing in the propaganda of
technological issues.
1. Тiте, ОсtоЬеrб, 1986.
2. NIDA Statistical Series G, NumЬer 17 (1986).
3. Wall Street Jourrial, OctoЬer 3, 1986.
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4. Heariпg before the Subcommittee оп Security апd Terrorism ofthe Committee оп ihe Judiciary Uпited States Seпate, DEA Oversight and Budget Authorization for Fiscal Year 1986, March 19, 1985; Serial No. J-99-9.
. 5. SeeAgeпcy of Fearby Edward Jay Epstein for а rightwing perspective on
this campaign. Many useful facts may Ье found in the Ьооk.
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DEA.

Не

left the DEA

iп

an

appareпt

dispute with

Presideпt

Reagaп over а рlап to cut its budgei and formed а coпsultiпg
flfПl to advise busiпess оп drug problems. 6 At the height of

the anti-drug campaigп he appeared оп Meet the Press the
momiпg of Nапсу Reagan's chat with the паtiоп to claim that
ecoпomic damage to the U.S. was $230 Ьillioп апd to urge
childreп to tum iп their pareпts. 7
lп additioп to the "coпsultaпts to iпdustry" .like Beпsiпger а
small group of scieпtists have lobЬied agaiпst drugs, particularly marijuaпa, for the past fifteeп years. Most of the more
active опеs appeared as witnesses iп 1974 heariпgs before the
Seпate Iпtemal Security Subcommittee (SISS) chaired Ьу Sеп.
Johп Eastlaпd. 8 The subject was "The Marijuaпa-Hashish
Epidemic апd Its Impact оп Uпited States Security." These
heariпgs bear sigпificantly оп the groups апd persoппel of the
пеw wщ- оп drugs.
Опе witness at the heariпg was Dr. Robert Heath, whose
backgrouпd is iпterestiпg. Siпce the 1950s, Heath has Ьееп
studyiпg the humaп braiп; тапу of those years were speпt

workiпg for the CIA апd U.S. Army.!I Heath was chairman of
the Department of Psychiatry апd Neurology at Tulane Uпiver
sity iп New Orleaпs from 1949 to 1981, опе of several Army
research ceпters at which 3,000 doses of LSD were giveп to
about 1500 subjects iп secret studies. 10 Wheп asked uпder
oath Ьу the chairman ofthe 1974 SISS heariпg ifthere was any
other work that he had dопе that would Ье relevant to his
marijuaпa studies, Heath did поt meпtioп these earlier experimeпts. Не also dabЫed iп questioпable electroshock
therapy and "reprogrammiпg."НJ
Heath's maiп coпtributi~ш to the aпti-drug war was his
claim that marijuaпa causes changes in deep braiп waves iп
humaпs. But siпce he is the опlу persoп who has coпducted
such experimeпts, iпvolviпg deep implaпtatioп of electrodes,
his work саппоt Ье coпfirmed.
Also testifyiпg at the heariпgs, iпitially behiпd closed
doors (because of his prev_ious Репtаgоп work), was Dr.
Hardiп В. Joпes. Не said he had studied drug use iп Southeast
Asia ·~through the arrangemeпts of Maj. Geпeral Johп К.
Siпglaub, theп Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defeпse, Drug
апd A1cohol Abuse. " 12 Siпglaub, of course, is поw most
famous for his iпvolvemeпt iп the World Aпti-Commuпist
League (WACL) апd the Ifanlcpntra scaпdal.
Joпes did поt limit himself to testimoпy оц the health
hazards of marijuaпa. Не also preseпted his coпspiratorial
view that the New Left was promotiпg drug use as an attack оп
authority. Не claimed as evideпce of this plot, "files that 1 have
brought here today апd iп ту files at Веф~lеу, literally
thousaпds of such items, culled from the uпdergrouпd press
and leftist pu})licatioпs." Не еvеп hiпted that it might Ье а
commuпist plan, as the Commuпist Party had поt stroпgly
discouraged drug use. 13

The Drug War ВiЫе .
Тhese "experts" represeпt the group of anti-drug activists
whose work helped provide the facade for тапу aпti-decrimi
пalizatioп campaigпs, 14 iпcludiпg the latest. They. pulled
together with the govemmeпt апd the "private sector" pareпts
groups iп а major campaigп. Peggy Мапп's Marijuana
Alert15 is the closest thiпg to а movemeпt maпual for this
coalitioп.
Мапп's

book, with а foreword Ьу Nапсу Reagaп, is а
mixture of righteous iпdigпatioп, supposed "health facts,"
and а maпual for organizatioп. Her "facts" steщ largely froпi
the experts who testified at the SISS heariпgs iп 1974. 16 Her

Dr. Robert Heath testing his "deep brain electrodes" at
Tulane University, 1966. Credit: Associated Press.
6. Bensinger's departure from the DEA may have something to do with
charges that he had used the agency for personal favors. Washington Post,
April 17, 1981, р. С14.
7. Bensinger's dire economic figures have received much play in the media.
Не was featured in ап August 22, 1983 Newsweek cover story, prvclaiming
that drugs, rather than intemational competition, was the Ьапе of the U .S. auto
industry. His figures in general are five to ten times higher than those of other
experts.
8. For an idea of the scope of activities of SISS, see Frank Donner, The Age
of Surveillance (New York: Knopf, 1980).
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9. See Martin А. Lee and Bruce Shlain, Acid Dreams (New York: Grove
Press, 1986), р. 86; New Yor:k Times, August 2, 1977.
10. Clinical lnvestigation of ЕА1729 (LSD), Chemical Research and Development Labs, Egdewood Arsenal, Maryland, Report No. 3074, Мау 1961.
11. See, Elliot Valenstein, Brain Control: А Critical Examination of Brain
Stimulation and Psychosurgery (New York: John Wiley, 1973), рр. 175-77;
and see, Кеп Lawrence, ."Drugs, Psychiatry, and Mind Control in Canada," in
this issue.)
12. Hearings, ар. cit., п. 4, р. 207.
13. Jbld.
14. Patrick Anderson, Нigh in America (New York: Viking Press, 1981),
р. 133.
15. Peggy Mann, Marijuana Alert (New York: McGraw Hill, 1985).
16. Fifty-nine of the 200 pages she devotes to health effects come directly
from the 1974 testimony; 17 of the 20 civilian witnesses at the old hearing are
cited. For а more accurate and current review of the health effects of marijuana,
see, Pharmacology Review, Vol. 38, No. 1 (March 1986), which concludes:
"Compared with other licit socia\ drugs, such as alcohol, tobacco, and
caffeine, marijuana does not pose greater risks."
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chapter on supposed brain damage is centered on Heath's
work; she does not mention his work for the Army and CIA.
Mann attributes most of the success of the "movement" to
funding Ьу ACTION ,. а govemment agency designed to promote "volunteerism," of three organizations: Families iii Action (FIA), American Council' for Dfug Education (ACDE);
and фе Parents' Re~otirce Institute for Drug Education
(PRIDE). These thi-ee ·serve as inforniation and networking
organizations mostly ·for parents groups, .PRIDE and ACDE
distribute materials Ьу Heath, Bensinger, and Jones. 17
The three groups funded Ьу ACTION all started when
Thomas Pauken became head of ACTIONiD 1981';\Piшken had
been nominated to head both the domestic (VISTA) and foreign
17. Mann,

011.

cit .. n. 15, р. 466.

(the Реасе Corps) components of ACTION. Congressioпal
outcry over his background in military iпtelligence iп Vietпam·
caused the Реасе Corps to Ье separated from ACTiON and out
of his controI. 18 Pauken had served iп the Mekoпg Delta duriпg Operation Phoenix. During this time he also prepared ап
analy$is·of the Ноа Нао religious sect (whose leaders were
boU:gЩ :.:;.yith ПА millions Ьу Edward Laпsdale) and North
Viein,:am~se approaches' to religious groups iп South VietnaЩ,::,: infomiatioп which undoubtedly was put to operatjoпal
use. 19
18:.see CAIB, NumЬer· l3 (July-August 1981), р. 53.
:19. Hearings before the Committee оп Foreign Relations ofthe U.S. Senate,
97th Congress, First Session, April 21, 1981. And see, Alfred МсСоу, Th.e
Poliiics/ofHeroin in Southea,stAsia (New York: Harper & Row, 1972); р. 123.
Pauken was than)<:e~ for the usefulness of his reports Ьу other elemeпts of the

Ari()tlter "Bulgarian Connection" Sought
Back iп April 1984, before he went iпto . arms dealiпg
with Iran on behalf. of lsrael and the National Security
Council, the resourceful Michael·Ledeen. was accusing the
Cubaпs and Saпdiпistas of "а vast· drug- апd arms-ruпning
network to finance their teпorists апd guerrrillas, flooding
the Uпited States with narcotics." ·
The Reagan admiпisiration of course bought the idea. Iп
а Texas speech iп June 1986, Vice-Pre.sident George Bush
said the White House was determined from поw оп to coп
sider the drug traffic а danger· to national security. This
threat to the future of the Uпited States was surely promoted
with decisive aid from Marxist movements and countries,
Bush claimed.
А monф later, in July 1986, the U.S. sent six Black
Hawk helicopters and 170 servicemen оп а raid against "the
sources" of the сосаiпе trade in Bolivia. Thus drugs joiпed
teпorism as а pretext for armed iпterveпtioп in foreigп
countries.
Meaпwhile, Ledeen's ideas were, as usual, having а
great success in Italy. Ledeen. was one of the little disinformation group that promoted the famous "Bulgarian
Connection" behind the shooting of the Роре. The drug idea
was good for what the weekly L' Espresso in an August 3,
1986 article Ьу Sandro Acciari called the "Bulgarian Connection number two."
'"
L' Espresso reported that SISDE (ltalian intelligence)
chief Vincenzo Parisi had taken up the theme of drugs and
teпorism at а November 12, 1985 Washington session of
the ltaly- U.S. committee to·combat drugs and organized
crime attended Ьу Italian interior minister Oscar Luigi
Scalfaro, attomey general Edwin Meese and U.S. Ambassador to Italy Maxwell Rabb, Parisi had pointed а finger
of suspicion at Bulgaria and its import-export соmрапу
Кintex, already the center of imaginative speculations in the
case of the first Bulgarian Connection.
Italian investigations-and the ltalian press-thrive on
vaguely formulated general accusations. Acciari wrote that
the ltalian secret services had got involved iп Allied collaboration on the. basis of "а conviction that поw seems
widespread" and "suspicioпs of political coппections апd
exploitation." Oпward accordiпg to the famous Italian
maxim, "If it's not true, it's still а good idea."
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Iп June 1986, the Italian secret service delivered а report
to the parliameпtary aпti-Mafia commission featuring а
"political v1iriaЫe" supposedly conditioning gaпsterism.
"The multiцational and pluriпational character of the drug
traffic епаЫеs it to Ье а poteпtial vehicle of destaЬiliziпg
iпcursions piloted from 'outside,' with the goal of conditioning the autonomy and freedom of decision of particular
societies."
What does that mean? Never mind, in ltalian it sounds
impressive.
The Italian secret service report said that proposals
made in the early l 970s for а voluµtary U .N. fund to finance
drug prevention directed especially at producer countries
had not aroused Soviet enthusiasm. "The coldness shown
Ьу the Soviet Union toward 'such а p.i:oject implied eve~ then
а more radical attitude," the ltalian spooks concluded. For
the eastem leac\ers, drug addiction "is а phenomenon that
appears as the fruit of the 'degeneration' of the capitalist
system. Such а position is enforced Ьу а constant of Soviet
foreign policy: Third Worldism. The Soviet leadership
groups, in the framework of their own plaпetary strategy,
seem to believe that а compact grouping of developing
countries can exercize continuous pressure against United
States hegemony."
This theorizing leads back to Bulgaria.
"The .flow of arms from Bulgaria destined to Middle East
teпorist groups is interwoven with another illegal flow
which involves the Balkan country. According to the results
of numerous investigations, Bulgaria was for а certain period one of the privileged cliannels for transformation of
heroin: the so-called 'Balkan way' may have allowed the
transfer of drugs into Europe Ьу an itinerary which called for
а first stop in Turkey and а second in Yugoslavia, where the
intemationa) trucks would have brought the goods for the
European and U.S. markets."
Romeo Dalla Chiesa, president of the Banco di Roma,
testified July 23, 1986 at the Palermo Mafia trial that just
before his assassination, his brother General Carlo Alberto
Dalla Chiesa had been investigating the arms trade whose
huge profits were invested in drugs. Не mentioned Ledeen's sometime colleague Adnan Kashoggi, the famous
Saudi AraЬian arms dealer and big spender.
•
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warfare project produced iп the populace ап irratioпal fear of а
drug epidernic. Ву late 1986, polls showed that the saturatioп
effect sееп for the 1985 terrorisrn psywar carnpaigп had Ьееп
obtaiпed for the drug "crisis." Although drug abuse had Ьееп
roughly coпstaпt, iпdeed sornewhat оп the decliпe, опе poll
fouпd а fifth of the respoпdeпts ratiпg it the nurnber опе соп
сеm. 21 А New York Times!CBS poll showed пеаr uпanirnous
support for uriпe testiпg.д The poll al&o clairned that "the опlу
cornparaЫe spurt iп сопсеm over an issue is the record of terrorisrn" iп April 1986. 23

What Did the Propaganda Buy?

Tom Pauken (right) joins presentation to Vice-President
Humphrey ofpetition in support ofVietnam War, 1966.
Credit: Associated Press.
А fr~queпt

but uпsuccessful caпdidate for office iп Техщ;,
has Ьееп active iп far right politics for years. Не has
passed out lists of VISTA projects he deerns "pro-leftist" at
,rneetiпgs of the rightist Кiпgstoп Coalition and he has eпlisted
'the aid' of rightwiпg evangelicals iп his carnpaigпs. 20
Т'1е Ьiggest coalitioп of pareпts groups is the Natioпal
Federatioп of Pareпts for а Drug-Free Уouth (NFP) headed Ьу
Joyce Nalepka. Nalepka received direct support frorn Nancy
Reagan, who has inade тапу appearaпc·es for the NFP .
.Nalepka headed the NFP wheп it forrned in 1984 to do full tirne
lobbyiцg for such thiпgs as the use of the rnilitary iп drug
eпfotcement. Paukeп's ACTION hns wotked with the NFP to
help fuпd апd organize pateпts' groups.
Еvеп before Paukeп waS'I iпstalle'd at ACТIQN, the pareпt
organiziпg carnpaigп got а Ьig push iп 1979 with the forrnatioп
of the State~funded Техапs' War оп Drugs (ТWOD). The prograrn was para1Ieled Ьу а private Texans' War ort Drugs Сот. mittee. Тhе state group, allegedly iloп-partisaп, was headed Ьу
rightwiпg rnillioпaire Н. Ross Perot who later provided Oliver
Norih with rarnsoп mопеу for Williarn Buckley, the CIA statiort' chief held hostage in LеЬапоп.
· Perot and his busiпess partner Torn Marquez, chose retired
Air Force geпeral Robiпsoп Risпer as executive director of
their ~ti~drug ptograrn iп Texas. They organized huпdreds of
wo'rkshops, coпfereпces, апd pareпts groups as well as 33
law enforcement serniпars. Тhе Texas Рlап becarne а laboratory model for actioп iп other ·states.
The propagaпda prograrn was а success. Headed Ьу forrner
rnilitary iпtelligeпce operative Paukeп апd assisted Ьу powerful claпdestirte· U. S. assets like Perot, the psychological
Paukeп

· intelligence cornrnunity.
20. See, Ronald Brownstein and Nina Easton, Reagan' s Ruling Class (New
York: Pantheon, 1983), р. 674. The Кingston Coalition is associated with
Paul Weyrich, а key Christian Right activist. See, Flo Conway and Jim Siegelman, Holy Te"or (New York: Dell, 1982), р. 344; see also CAIB, Number 27
(Spring 1987), generally. Pauken's work in mobllizing parents groups against
drugs fits well with Weyrich' s theory that "cultural conservatism" is а key to
their success. Or as Conway and Siegelman describe it, "covert propaganda:
the use of indirect methods to recruit new followers and train them in strict
oЬedience to movement Ieaders." Ор. cit" р. 341. As head of ACTTON,
Pauken helped put together at Jeast one White House briefing оп drцgs for
chщches and other "private sector" organizations.
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Тhе dornestic fallout frorn the "drug crisis" carne largely iп
the forrn of attacks оп civil liberties justified Ьу the highly exaggerated epidernic. Coпgressioпal legislatioп пearly passed
that would have gutted the Fourth Arneпdrneпt and iпjected the
rnilitary further iпto drug law eпforcerneпt; the death peпalty for
certaiп drug crirnes was instituted. Оп the eпforcerneпt side,
drug testiпg, electroпic surveillance, and ageпt iпfiltratioп and
"stiпg" operatioпs have iпcreased greatly over the course of
the carnpaigп. While the drug testiпg carnpaigп has received
the Ьiggest rnedia atteпtioп, the other chaпges have gопе
rnostly uппoticed.
Workplace drug testiпg prograrns (and ernployee searches)
raise serious coпstitutioпal questioпs, siпce the tests are
frequeпtly uпreliaЫe, 24 subject to corruptioп, апd set а
daпgerous rrecedeпt for the use of пеw techпologies for surveillance. 2
Political uses of high-tech testiпg will рrоЬаЫу поt stay
lirnited to the workplace. Еvеп horne drug-testiпg for panicked
pareпts is поw availaЫe to test childreп. 26 Saliva tests for
rnarijuana a1ready exist; their rnanufacturers hope that police
will start usiпg thern like the alcohol "Breathalyser" to spot
check suspects.
Already, utility cornpany rnoпitoriпg has Ьееп used to locate .
electrically lit rnarijuaпa gardeпs. Iп Guaternala, lsraelitrained security forces use the sarne techпique to fiпd "suspicious" use of electricity-perhaps а· priпtiпg press or workshop.27 Sophisticated forrns of loпg distance telephorte tappiпg, knowп as "slave taps," have also Ьееп used iп the war on
drugs. 28
Other electroпic surveillaпce of the populace has also iп-

21. Wall Street Joumal, SeptemЬer 25, 1986.
.
22. New York Times, SeptemЬer 2, 1986. This poll was severely criticized
Ьу Lloyd Johnston of the University of Michigan Survey Research Center for
violating "several of the canons of scientific survey research:" lbld., SeptemЬer 24, 1986.
23. New York Тimes, September 2, 1986.
24. Blind testing ·of drug-testing Jaboratories found that for most drugs less
than half of the 13 labs checked could achieve an 80 percent accuracy Jevel.
New York Times, SeptemЬer 16, 1986.
25. As Peter Bensinger's camp11ign suggests, scapegoating the workers
may overshadow real industry proЫems. А good example was the media
treatment of а fatal January 1987 Conrail train crash. Within hours of the crash
the media was asking ~f drugs were involved. The crew was tested, and two
had traces of marijuana. in their Ыооd and urine. After extensive media
coverage of the test results, Secretary of Transportation ElizaЬeth Dole called
for wider drug tests for transportation workers, especially air traffic controllers. Wall Street Jourrюl, January 22, 1987. Later investigations found that
the whistle designed to alert the Conrail engineer to slow down had Ьееn disaЬ\ed. The Conrail train passed several wamings before its crash. New York
Times,- February 18, 1987, р. 13. Later, silfficiently serious irregularities
showed up at the Iab that did the tests to force its closure.
26. Oakland Tribune, June 28, 1986.
27. lsraeli Foreign Affairs, March 1985, р. l.
28. Newark Star-Ledger, December 8, 1985.

Number 28 (Summer 1987)

.

-·•
DEA used CIA persoппel to "help us prepare а better product."
Iп fact, "DEA produces both strategic and tactical/operatioпal
iпtelligeпce. Of the total strategic product .approximately 25
perceпt is provided Ьу the CIA." 32 Апd, as пoted above, the
DEA also provided ageпts to Oliver North's NSC covert
actioпs.

Conclusion
Тhе Iarge iпcreases iп ф:ug iпtelligeпce activities Ьу the
Reagan admiпistratioп are particularly frighteпiпg, giveп the
uпfoldiпg Iran/contra revelatioпs of illegal domestic political
activities. Тhе very ageпcies iпcluded iп the war оп drugs-the
FВI, the DEA, and the CIA-are also charged with serious
violatioпs of U.S. laws, some related to drug traffickiпg. Тhе
political uses of а "drug war" were summed up back iп 1975 Ьу
Dr. Louis "Jolly" West, who beaded covert experimeпts with
LSD and other miпd coпtrol methods for the CIA:
Тhе role of drugs iп the exercise of political coпtrol is also
comiпg uпder iпcreasiпg discussioп. Coпtrol сап Ье imposed either through prohiЬitioп or supply. Тhе total or
partial prohiЬitioп of drugs gives govemmeпt coпsideraЫe

leverage for other types of coпtrol. Ап example would Ье the
selective applicatioп of drug laws ... agaiпst selected compoпeпts of the populatioп, such as meщ.'l?~rs of certain
miпority groups or political organizations. 33 .
•
, 32. Heariпgs of the Seпate Subcommittee оп Security and Teпorism, J98-8, February 23, 1983.
33. R. К. Siegal and L. J. West, eds., Hallucinations: Behavior. Experiente, and Theory (New York: Johп Wiley & Soпs, 1975).
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creased greatly over the past several years. Тhе reorganization
of the intelligence community is the crucial feature of this increase. In 1981, the DEA and the FЩ were giveп joint
jurisdictioп over drug eпforcemeпt. Over the пехt few years,
as the пumber of joiпt cases escalated, related electroпic surveillance iпcreased Ьу almost 300 perceпt. Ву 1984, DEA intelligeпce exchange agreemeпts had beeп-reached with all 50
state police forces to give them access to data culied Ьу the El
Paso Iпtelligeпce Ceпter, which processes huпdreds of
thousands of requests anпually. 29
Use of agents and iпformants has also expanded. Attomey
Geпeral Edwiп Meese pr:oposed that employers hire agents to
spy оп workers iп parkiпg lots, locker rooms, and еvеп пеаrЬу
bars; his recommeпdatioпs were based оп the advice of Peter
Beпsiпger._ 30 -Hopefully, Meese will поt try to implemeпt
other more extreme practices accepted Ьу Beпsiпger wheп he
headed the DEA. Referriпg to torture iп Mexico Ьу the Мехiсап
Federal Judicial Police, Beпsiпger is .quoted as sayiпg that
U .S. DEA officials "Ieave immediately wheп the torture
begiпs," апd theп get their answers after the Мехiсап police
are fiпished with the "iпteпogatioп." 31
Тhе DEA reorgaпizatioп also dictated iпcreased cooperatioп
with other iпtelligeпce ageпcies. All field offices of the FВI
and DEA were ordered iп 1982 Ьу theп Attomey Geпeral
William Freпch Smith to set up liaisoп ageпts with each other.
FВI пarcotics iпvestigations iпcreased from 100 to 1,000. Тhе
29. Heariпgs of the Seпaie Subcommittee оп Security апd Teпorism, J99-9, March 19, 1985, р. 22.
30. New York Times; October 31, 1986.
31. Thomas Plate and Aпdrea Darvi, Secret Police (Lопdоп: Sphere Books,
1983), р. 17.

Number 28 (Summer 1987)

Recomritended Reading
А fine and comprehensive history of the CIA' s covert
operatioпs arouпd the world has recently Ьееп puЫish
ed. The С/А, А Forgotten History: U.S. Global Interventions Since World War 2, Ьу William Blum, describes апd aпalyzes An'lericaп iпterveпtioпs iп more
than 50 countries, from Chiпa in the 1940s to Nicaragua
in the 1980s, each accouпt pieced together from тапу
sources, thoroughly documeпted апd indexed.
Тhi~ 428-page paperback is availaЫe from Humaп
ities Press Iritematioпal, 171 First Aveпue, Atlaпtic

Нighlands, NJ 07716 (phone orders: 800-221-3845), for

$15.00. We recommeпd it to our readers.

•

Dirty Tricks Database
For those of you who use computers, an iпvaluaЫe
database is availaЫe. It comprises an iпdex of date апd
page citatioпs to appearances of the пames of more than
20,000 iпdividuals and orgaпizatioпs iп hundreds of
books апd thousands of newspaper апd magazine
clippings, all dealiпg with the CIA, the FВI, and U.S.
govemmeпt oppression iп general. lt works with hard>
disk or dual floppy machines, MS-DOS or СР/М. It is
availaЫe for $35.00 (or write for details) from Micro
Associates, Р.О. Вох 3569, Arlington, VA 22205.
•
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Lest We Forget
Ву

Louis Wolf

_When William Joseph Casey's longtime friend and
spiritual advisor, Bishop John McGann, stated in Цis Мау
lOth funeral·homily that "ethical questions" concerning U .S.
support.:1of::the contras and on nuclear issues =were "incomprehensiЫe" to Casey, he voiced one bf theomost pi::ofoupd
understatements of the Reagan era. McGann's c.rЩcism,
which reflected the views of the Catholic Bishops C:.onference,
nonethe'less startled the 300 moumers, iЦ.cluding President
and Мrs. Reagan and contra leader Adolfo'Calero..
If Reagan owes his presidency to one person, it is Casey.
In the summer·of 1980, the Reagan presidential campaign was
in disarray and riddled with administrative and financial problems. Casey was brought in to replace John,Sears as campaign
manager and Reagan beat Carter.
During World War 11 he was commissioned to the Office of
Strategic Services (OSS) where he oversaw sabotage operations in Germ_Щ)y and France under "Wild Bill" Donovan. After
the war, he was part of а small circle that helped c 0 nceive and
estaЫish the CIA despite President Harry Truman' s avowed
distrust of the idea. Не also lent his OSS training, to the
Marshall Plan, the U.S. postwar strategy of undermining
Westem Eurбpean socialist and communist trade unions and
political leaders.
From 1950-71, Casey worked as а Wall Street lawyer,
tax-shelter specialist, and author taking credit for over 30
puЫicatiohs sucli as How to Raise Мопеу to Make Money·and
How to Build.and Preserve Цxecutive Wealth. In 1964, Casey
faced а plagiarism lawsuit over 20. pages .pCtext:by someone
else that api)eared in one of his tax manuals. In court, he swore
at the author's lawyer and threatened to "kick your ass out of
here." Both the judge and Casey said later that there was indeed plagiarisщ, but Casey s9ught to Ыanie someone else and
his lawyers obtained а seal forever on the trial record. During
the 1960s in at least two other known business ve11tures
Casey earned а reputation for engaging in highly deceptive and
questionaЫe business practices. Not -surprisingly; he became
а millionaire. ·
·
· Casey retumed to govemтent service when Richard Ni:xon
made him head of the Seciirities and Exch'ang·e C<#ttmission
-(SEC) in 1971, and later undersecretary of state fot economiC
affairs and then Export-lmport Bank chief. Sen. WiЩam
Proxmire (Dem.-Wis.) voted against the SEC appointment
say,ing_ Са~~у "fia~ ctit' ~omers when h~ considertrd. it ~о Ье
necessary for business profits. Не has wheeled and dealed
his way into а personal foi:tune, sometimes at the expense of
his clients."
When 1ТТ offered $400,000 to Nixon's 1972 reelection
campaign as а payoff to prevent а govemrnent antitrust suit,
Casey abruptly transferred 34 boxes of confidential IТТ
idocuments out of the SEC building and out of reach of congressional. investigators.
· Casey boasted of his many postwar intelligence-related
connections before Reagan made hirn Director of Central Intelligence in 1980. Не was founder-director in 1962 of the
National Sttategy Information Center in Washington, а rightwing thinktank that performs classified research for the CIA
· and Pentagon. From 1966-71, he served as president and ех-
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ecutive committee membei: of the inteTTiatiorial Rёscuё Coinmittee, which fщ over tЬ·ree decades had working relations
with the CIA. In 1976, ·he was appointed to President Gerald
Ford's Foreign lntelligence'Advisory Board.
His far-flung business interests, · inclцding stock holdings
in companies with secret CIA contracts as 'well as his known
reluctance to place his investments in а· Ыind trust, led the
Senate Intelligence Committee in 1981 to conduct an inquiry
into his nomination. Sor:ne Washington observers believed the
investigation would lead to his ouster but, with encouragement
from the White House, the Committee upheld the Casey
appointment; although they dryly stated that "he was not unfit
to serve."
Because of his-.rьle in' helping bring Reagan to the White
House and their. close personal and ideological friendship,
Casey was the first CIA director to. Ье inade а member of the
Cablnet, Нis·access to the Oval 9ffice was unequalled among
Reagan's closest advisers. This' together with ·а mutual fear
of communism and а shared perichaht for· secrecy, became the
basis for the ·Ьiggest expansion of CIA covert activities and
funding in th~'Agency's history. ·
·
Between)981 _and 1986, Casey finagled 25 to 35 percent
anпual btidget ,incieases for the CI/.\, .far exceeding even the
Pentagon's quantu~ ·increases. Under Casey, the CIA initiated пiore than 50 major coveri: ,operations on every continent. Ву 1984, there were some twenty operations under way
in Africa alone. At present, there · are major CIA ·operations
under way iil Nicaragua, El Salvador, Honduras; Guatemala,
Costa Rica, Suriname, Me~ico, Afghanistan, Iran, Ethiopia,
Libya, Chad, Lebanon, SeycheHes/ South Africa, Mozamblque, Angola, Zaire, ··Philippines, New Zealand, Vanuatu,
Kampuchea, Vietnam, Laos, and others.
Casey was so epamored of covert actions and paramilitary
ope'rations that he personally took charge of several of the
Agency's "secret" wars. "Retired" Gen. Richard Secord
testified in the Iranlcontra hearings that Casey took а deep personal interest in keeping the contras supplied even though the
Boland amendment prohiblted such aid. Secord also stated that
Casey provided а bevy of CIA lawyers who assured him the
ilid was "legal." А govemment official observed: "Тh~у [the
CIA] built in deniabllity ... with malice aforethought," adding
that,. with regard to contra aid, Casey and his key ilides often
worked "off the books." Nevertheless, Casey arid Lt. Col.
· Oliver.North were actively iri touch with the "private" operators
including "retired" Gen. John Singlaub of the. World AntiCommunist League, Andy Messing of the National Defense
Council, longtime Reagan supporter Joseph Coors, and
others.
Casey politicized intelligence analysis so much that he
created а great deal of ill will among his own ranks. Не also
alienated members of Congress Ьу his contemptuous behavior
and refusal to give а straight answer when testifying (except,
of course, when he was asking for funding).
Now that Casey is dead, it is likelythat he will take much of
the heat from the Iranlcontra scandal. If, in the end, Ronald
Reagan is not impeached, he will have yet another "victory" to
thank Bill Casey for.
•
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The CIA and the .Маd Scientist:

Dru·gs, Psychiatry,
and Mind Control·. in"Ca:nada
--

'

:
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Ву

Ken Lawrence

In Мау 1986; the Canadian Departmerit of Justice puЫished

а report 1 intended to excuse the Canadian governтent's

support of the CIA's nюst notorious, barbarous тind control
experiment, Operation MKULTRA, and thus to iттunize the
govemтent against legal liaЬility and moral responsiЬility for
damages to the victiтs. 2
Тhе subject of investigator George Cooper's thick Opinion
received а 'Ьit of attention in the U.S. eight yeais ago in John
Marks's detailed Iook at :МKULTRA, The Search for the
"Manchurian Candidate". 3
'' Froril 1943 to 1964 the director of the Allan Meтorial in~
stitute (АМI) was· Dt. D. Ewen Cameron, one of the most
promirient psychiatrists in North Aтerica. AMI is the psychiatric wing of Royal Victoria Hospital, the teaching hospital
for McGill University in Montreal. The Scottish-bom Cameron was а naturalized U.S. citizen whose permanent residence was Lake PJacid, New .Уork.
·Cameron is best known for two experiтental techniques,
which he called "depatteming" and "psychic driving." In his
"dej>attemirig" procedures, Caтeron subjected his patients to
heavy doses of drugs coтЬined with electric shock treatment,
technically known as Electro-Convulsive Therapy (ЕСТ).
Althou'gh thoroughly discredited today, ЕСТ was widely practiced in the 1950s and 1960s, but not as Cameron practiced it.
"Caтerori's depatteming'," wrote John Marks;
normally started with 15 .to 30 days of "sleep therapy." As
the riame iтplies, the· patient slept alтost the whOle day and
night. According · to · а doctor: ·at the hospital who used
adrninister what he·calls the "sleep cocktail,'; а staff тет~
ber woke up the patient three tiтes а day for тedication that
consisted'-of 100 тq. Thorazine, ЮО тg. Neтbutal, 100

1
i

1. Opinion of George Cooper, Q.C., Regarding Canadian Governrnent
Funding of the Allan Memoriallnstitute inthe 1950s and 1960s (Ottawa: Cominunications and PuЬlic Affairs, Department of Justice, 1986).
2. For а good overview of the history of Canadian intelligence sinc,e World
War П, see, James Littleton, Target Nation: Canada and the Western lntelligence Network (Toronto: Lester & Orphen Dennys, 1986). And, for the
Canadian coцnterpart to the Rockefeller Commission Repщt, the Pike Commission Report, and the Chцrch Committee Reports, see, Commission of
Inquiry Concerning Certain Activities of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(McDonald Commission), First Report: Security and Information (OctoЬer 9,
1979); Second Report: Freedom and Security Under the Law, Volumes 1 and 2
(August 1981); and Third Report: Certain R.C.M.P. Activities and the Question of Governmental Knowledge (August 1981) (Hull, Ont.: Canadian Government PuЬ\ishing Center, 1979-81 ).
3. John Marks, The Searchfor the "Manchurian Candidate": The CJA and
Mind Control (New York: Ti1Des Books, 1979).
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тg. Secorial, 150 тg. Veronal, and 10 тg. Phenergan.
Another staff doctor would also awaken the patient two or
soтetiтes three tiтes daily for electroshock treatтents.
This doctor and his assistant wheeled а portaЫe тachine
into the "sleep rоот" and gave the s.ubject а local anesthetic
and тusc1e relaxant, so as not to cause daтage with the
convulsions that were to соте; After attaching electrodes
soaked in saline solution, the attendant held the patient
down and the doctor tumed on the current. In standard, professional electroshock, doctors gave the subject а single
dose of 110 volts lasting а fraction of а second, once а day.
or every other .day. Ву contrast, Cameron used а form,20 to
40 times inore intense, two or three tiтes daily, with the
power tunied up to 150 volts. Named the "Page-Russell';
тethod' after its British originators, this technique· featured
an initial one-second shock, which caused а тajor convulsion, and then five to nine additional shocks in the тiddle of
the priтaty and follow-on convulsions. Even Drs. Page and
Russell liтited their treatments to once а day, atid ·they
always stopped as soon as their patients showed "pronounced confusion" and became "faulty in haЬits." Cameron, however, welcomed this kind of iтpairment as а sign
the treatment was .taking effect and plowed ahead through his
routine.
Тhе frequent screams of patients фаt echoed through the
hospital did not deter Cameron or тost of his associates in
tiieir atteтpts to "depattem" their subjects coтpletely.
Other hospital patients report being petrified Ьу the "sleep
rooтs," where' the treatment took place, and they would '
usually creep.down· the opposite side of
hall. 4

tlie

Soтetiтes Cameron would use а different тethod, up to 35·
days of prolonged "sensory iscilation" in а sealed environment
(а large Ьох) deprived of all. sensory input-eyes covered, ears
either plugged or exposed to а constant тoiiotone, padding to
prevent touching. and with n() amЬient smells. Soтetimes he
would сотЬinе drug-induced sleep, ЕСТ, and sensory isola. tion. These constituted the "depatterning" phase of the
treatment. "At the end of up to 30 days of treatment-up to 60
treatments at the rate of two per day-the patient' s тind would
Ье тоrе or less in а childlike and unconcemed state."5
Cameron would then attempt to reprograт his patients with
his "psychic driving" techniques, which consisted of тes
sages played on tape recorders, repeated thousands of times
4. lbld" рр. 134-35.
5. Cooper, ор. cit" n. 1, р. 17.
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to the patients through pillow speakers or headphones.
Usually ten days of "negative signals," stressing the patient's presumed inadequacies, would Ье followed Ьу ten days
of "positive" messages, encouraging the desired behavior.
"Psychic driving would take place for. continuous periods of up
to sixteen hours per day. Taken together, the positive and
negative messages might Ье repeated . up ~о half а million
times." 6
In several ways Cameron' s research paralleled the goals of
the CIA's Technical Services Staff Cbemical Division research and development program:

Looking, appropriately enough, like а grade-B horror
movie set, the Allan Memorial Institute, Montreal,
Canada. Credit: David Laforge.

Cameron's Life
Donald Ewen Cameron was born in 1901 near
Glasgow, -scotland. After graduating from the Univer. sity of Glasgow, he held а number of positions as resident physician or surgeon at various hospitals.
Не studied psychological medicine at the University
of London, then studied and practiced psychiatry in the
United States, Switzerland, and Canada. Не became а
U.S. citizen, but performed his life's work in Montreal,
where he arrived in 1943 to chair the psychiatry department of МсGШ University and to become the founding director of the Allan Memorial lnstitute.
In 1952 Cameron was elected chairman of the
American Psychiatric Association and later became the
founding chairman .of the World Psychiatric Associc:ition. Не was one of the most prominent psychiatrists in,
North America until his death in 1967. .
·
А new Ьic;>graphy Ьу Don Gillmor, / Swear Ву Apollo:
Dr. Ewen Cameron and the CIA-Brainwdshing .Experiments (Montreal: Eden Press, 1987), attempts to evaluate Cameron's career, measuring his \Vorl,( Ьу the
st~dards of the Oath of Hippocrates, frщn which the
book's title is taken; and th.e Nuremberg Code, which
Cameron helped to promulgate.
In the end, Gillmor concludes tbat Cameron's work
was "щ1ethical," but he argues that Cameron's stem,
Calvinist upbringing, his driving ambltion, and his
megalomania drove him inevitaЫy to experimenting with
extreme forms of mind manipulation.
Gillmor' s criticisms of the CIA' s role is even
gentler: "The CIA's behavior control program, which
had arisen from justifiaЫe Cold W arfare in 1949,
evolved into а bureaucratic force within the CIA that, Ьу
the mid-1950s, stretched the limits of ethical experimentation."
•
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6. Material which will render the induction of hypnosis
easier or otherwise enhance its usefulness ....
8. Materials and physical methods which wi11 produce
amnesia for events preceding and during their use ....
12. Substances which alter personality structure in such а
way that the tendency of the recipient to become dependent
upon another person is enhanced. 7 ·
According to а Canadian television program, "Fifth Estate," CIA psychologist John Gettinger instructed а CIA
representative to telephone Cameron at АМI and invite him to
apply to the Society for µte Investigation of Human Ecology
(SIНE), а CIA front, for fuдding, informing him that the funds
would actually Ье provided Ьу the CIA.
From 1957 to 1962 the CIA supported Cameron' s work with
grants totaling $84,820, channeled to him through SIНE. The
"psychic driving" research was code-named MKULTRA Subproject 38 .
In his proposal to the CIA front, Cameron also said he
would tes(curare, the South American arrow poison which,
when liberally applied, kills Ьу paralyzing intemal Ьоdу
functions.: In nonlethal doses, curare causes а limited
paralysis whiф Ыocks but does not stop these functions.
According to his papers, some of which wou.nd up in the
;u-chives of the American Psychiatric Association, Cameron injected his patients with curare in conjunction with
sensory deprivation, presumaЫy to immobllize them further. Cameron a}so tested LSD in comblnation with psychic
driving and other techniques. 8
Not surprisingly, the portrayal of Cameron in the Canadian
press has been that of а "mad scientist" at work, financed Ьу
the CIA. George Cooper's Opinion seeks to Ыunt that view Ьу
conceding all the things that Cameron did, but then rationalizing theni away. Не fпst acknowledges, "Even when judged Ьу
the knowledge and standards of the day, it is seen that the
theoretical foundation for Dr. Cameron's work was very
weak," and that "most psychiatrists would conclude that depatteming was а failure not only in terms of its efficacy as а
medical treatment, but also that it represented а level of assault
on the brain that was not justifiaЫe even Ьу the standards of
the time and even in light of the rather rudimentary level of
scientific and medical knowledge of those days compared to
6. lbld., р. 20.
7. Untitled CIA memorandum, 5 Мау 1955, in Joint Hearing Before the
Select Committee on Intelligence and the SuЬcommittee on Health and
Scientific Research of the Committee on Human Resources, U.S. Senate,
August 3, 1977, Project MKULTRA, the CIA's Program of Research in
Behavioral Modification (Washington: Govemment Printing Office, 1977).
8. Marks, ор. cit., n. 3, р. 139.
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today. " 9 Не even says, "Dr. Caineron was not а good
scientist. " 10
Вut Cooper then- advances every hypothesis, no matter how
farfetched, that rnight tend to exonerate Cameron Ьу planting
doubt of his guilt in someone's mind. First he challenges the
report that Cameron had been а wjtting CIA collaborator, but
then dodges in а different direction:
Finally, it may Ье asked whether it makes any difference
even if Cameron did know that the CIA was behind the
SIНE's funding. In the cold war climate of the late 1950s,

accepting а research grant from the secret service agency of
а friendly country would not carry the sinister overtones 1t
does today. The CIA was not as much tarred with the "dirty
tricks" brush as it is tooay. If therefore Cameron did know
of CIA involvement, that fact standing alone does not seem
to me to Ье proof of ill intent. 11
Aside from the obvious fact the CIA' s mission is not the
treatment of mental illness, а 1954 MKULTRA document
itself refutes this theory:
_Experience has shown that qualified, competent individuals

9. Cooper, ор. cit., n. 1, р. 27.
10. Ibld., р. 63.

. ll. lbld., р. 111.

Current Ca~sdian Intelligence-Related. Psychology Research

1
1

1

Тhе Canadian head doctor whose work is most celebrated ariюng U.S. intelligence professionals today isn't а
diaoolical fiend, but rather а professor who does his best to
solve the psychological proЫems of RCMP undercover
agents.
Dr.. Michel Girodo of the University of Ott_awa's Psychology Depart,ment doesn't h!ive an easy task, because the
nature of ы~·'subjects' work creates disorders unknown to
ordinary people, even ordinary Jieurotics.
After а five-year ~tudy of 270 undercover agents, Giiodo
reported that. they had been Ьetter adjusted emotioniiliy than
most ordinary people when. they, started out, but after they
·had beeri working undercover for. !i time, they tended to Ье
even more neurotic than the typ~cal outpatients at psychiatric clinics, ·and subsequent to leaving undercover work they
remained more likely to Ье mentally· disturbed than people
generally.
In а .spate of puЫished and unpuЫisbed studies, Girodo
has examined the personality changes exhiЬited Ьу undercover agents: chang~s in values', principles, and personal
identity; an exaggerated sense of setf~importance and а lac~
of interest in regular lцw enfotёement duties; poor impulse
control with_ cpnduct 'and discipline proЫerns; paranoid
reactiops; and post-traumatic &tress reactions. ProhaЫy
most woriisome to Girodo's ·employers are those agents
who come to identify with thei,r targets.
Blinded Ьу his maJ)agerial professionalism, Gjrodo
neyer pauses to wonder Wliether maladies like these should
logically lead one to conclude that something is fundamentally wrong with undercover police spying. Instead, the .
assumption that agents must practice entrapment, decep. tion, and personal betrayal stands as the essential unstated
backdrop to the entire oeuvre.
Girodo therefore, just like his MKULTRA forebears,
does not trifle with the ethical issues. When the time comes
the North American govemments will not have any difficulty finding doctors who will specialize in studying and
treating the proЫems of concentration camp guards.
Girodo proposed treatments for the afflictions of undercover agents, but these have relatively low expettations,
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and tЬus the failure at each'stage is anticipat~d in а treiфnent
tailored _to а later stage.
·
Pr,imary prevention is а psycho_log~cal screening and
selection process which, iцterestingly, is:. based on; the
discovery that the very traits which rnak~ for effectiveriess
in an uncJercover agent also tender_ the :agent susceptjbfe to
psychological trouЫes. Тhе key, therefore, is firsf'tb ~~een
out psychologically vulneraЫe subjects, if possiЫe, and
then to select for aptitude.
Secortdary prevention assumes that for а sizaЫe number
of undercover agents the screening process will noi prevent
serious mental proЫems, so the next task is to train Ьoth
the agents and their handlers to anticipate and recognize the
onset of distre,ss, and some lay methods to соре with it.
Since these are often destined not to work, tertiary preveniion consists of "crisis intervention treatments" which
"take place in the field location and usually last 1 to З days."
Not only does the agent have to Ье аЫе to report surreptitiously to his police superiors, now he has to learn how
to slip away for а few days with the shrink while not drawing suspicion.
Since Girodo's methods treat only the symptoms and not
the causes of the ailments, finding cures is not Iikely.
NevertЬeless, with the unleashing of secret surveillance
and covert action Ьу both U.S. and Canadian intelligence
agencies, psychologists of his ilk are obviously in оп the
ground floor of а growth industry.
What will happen if, twenty-five or thirty years from
now, some of today's undercover agents, or their victims,
or both, sue for d!images, arguing that the Canadian govemrnent and its U.S. patrons should have known that they
were destined Ьу the nature of undercover work to develop
"serious psychological dysfunctions"? (The phrase in
quotes is taken from а U.S. Drug Enforcement Administration summary of Girodo's findings.)
No proЫem. Some distinguished lawyer will investigate
and report that the research was not improper given the
practices, the standards, the level of knowledge, and the
climate of the time in which it was carried out.
•
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in the field of physiological, psychiatric and other Ьiological
sciences are very reluctant to enter into signed agreements
of any sort which would connect them with this activity
since such connection might seriously jeopardize their professional reputations. 12
Cooper concluded that "Cameron's research was riot improper given the practices, the standards, the level of
knowledge, and the ·climate of the time in which it was carried
out." 13
Then comes the sleight of hand, the invisiЫe prop to
support the verdict. Cooper attaches а list of 53 appendices
which appear to provide а comprehensive survey of Cameron' s career from every conceivaЫe viewpoint, yet only three
ate included in the puЫished report-the opinions of· three
prominent Canadian psychiatrists, all of whom concur with
Cooper's judgment. On the other hand, some of the deleted
appendix material ~gues _persuasiveiy for а less charitaЫe
estiinate of Cameron's work. The pertinent chapter from John
Marks's book is numbered Appendix 46. One significant
passage reads:

Dr. D. EwenJ~ame-;:on (l~ft) receiving.Canadian Mental
Health Дw.~rd,
1?66. "Credit:
The Gazette.
:
.

.

~

Dr. Donald НеЬЬ, who headed McGill's psychology department at the time Cameron was in charge Ьf psychiatry,
minces no words when asked specifically about psychic
driving. "That was an awful set of ideas Cameron was
working with. It called for no intellectual respect. If you
actually look at what he was doing and _what he wrote, it
would make you laugh. If 1 had а graduate student who
talked like that, l'd thrqw him out." Warming to his subject,
НеЬЬ continues: "Look, Cameron. was no good as а researcher .... Не was eminent because of politics." 14
НеЬЬ died in August of 1985, saving Cooper the trouЫe of
h,aving to explain away
testimony.
." ·
'Dr. Osri:юnd ~olandt; who chaired Canada's Defense Rese:µ-ch Boai"d frorii 1946 to 1957, told Cooper he had been unaware that the CIA had funded Cameron 's work, and that had he
known he would have disapproved of it as а violation of an
unwritten understanding between the two governments.
Cooper did not reflect on why the CIA would have violated its
agreement with th~, Canadian government; to have done so
would have called into question all of his essential findings. In
1976 the Church Committee noted that some of the CIA's
drug-related research was conducted in foreign countries specifically in order to do things thaf were forЬidden Ьу U.S.
law. 15
D. Ewen Cameron retired in 1964. Нis successor as director of АМI, Dr. RoЬert А. Cleghorn, reviewed his work and
ordered it halted. Cleghorn's private papers describe Cameron's research as "therapy gone wild." 16 Cameron died in
1967. Twenty years later his victims are still fighting for
redress, while the Canadian goveniment is still trenchantly
•
battling to shield itself and the CIA from Ыаmе.

liis

CIA Mind Rese~rch Today
Just as technology has advanced over the past 35
years from bulky v~cuum tubes to microchips, the
MKULTRA mob has gone hi-tech. The laboratories no
longer teem .with toлnented victims of. mind control experiments gone wild·.
Today CIA recruiters tread the groves of academe in
search of researchers skilled in methods of "detecting
deception," offering Ьig money to universities that agree
to host the Agency's experiments in "evoked brain
potentials/' (Potential is used in the electrical sense,
meaning voltage.)
These studies are searching for methods to supplant
polygraphs, which are notoriously unreliaЫe lie de, tectors, and voice stress analysis, which is а proven
fraud. Evoked potential studies measure and analyze
brain wave responses that result from different stimuli.
Using computers the CIA hopes to develop these
techniques into methods of mind reading and, eventual- ·
ly, mind programming or reprograming. McGill's mad
scientist would certainly Ье impressed with how far
things have соте since the days of "depatterning" and
"psychic driving."
•
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12. CIA memorandum, "Subproject 35-PROJECТ MKULТRA," 22 De1954, in Joint Hearing, ор. cit" n. 7, р. 134.
13. Cooper, ор. cit., n. 1, рр. 85-86.
14. Marks, ор. cit., n. 3, р. 137.
15. Final Report of the Select Committee to Study Governmental Operations
with respect to Ii:itelligence Activities, U.S. Senate, April 26, 1976, Book /.
Foreign and Military Intelligence (Washington: Government Printing Office,
1976), р. 421.
16. Cooper, ор. cit., n. 1, р. 80.
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Precedents for AIDS?

Chemical~Biological Warfare; Medical
~periments, and- Population Control
Ву Robert Lederer*

Could AIDS Ье the result of accidental or purposeful
intervention Ьу· the U. S. govemment against Third
World nations, North American gay men, or intravenous {IV)
drug users? ·А look at past and present practices suggests
ample precedents. U. S. history· is replete with efforts to ·inflict
disease and death on Тhird World people, both inside and outside U.S. borders; through chemical and Ьiological warfare
(CBW), medical experiments, and population control. And
de·spite an alleged "ban" on development of CBW weapons
sii:ice'1969, there is also ample. evidence that such programs
have ·continued; iпcorporating the latest techniques in genetic
engineering. In addition, the U.S. military has 'never shown
any.:compunctions about -testing CBW techniques on the
general popul'ation iri'this c0щ1try.
Ыological

.

·.

"'

Chemic-al and"Вiological.1;Warfare: Some llistory
· · Ohemital warfare is the use :of chemicals to kШ, incapacitate or ьапn hurn~ns,. animals .cor plants; hiological
warfare is thё use of disease-causing germs to do ·the same
thiдg; CBW. is simply· a.further extension of other.·military"
economic and political measщs directed against the peoples
of "enemy" nations.
·
U.S. CBW has been used primarily,·.for counterinsurgency
operations against Тhird World peoples :struggling for ·selfdetermination, and destaЬilization of Third World govemments which have thwarted U.S. domination. During ·the
World Wars, CBW was also directed against U.S. adversaries. Following are some highlights of major U .S .. GBW
attacks on other nations: 1
Native American Nations: Тhе first recorded instance ·Of
U.S. biological warfare was ip 1763, when white colonial
settlers gave smallpox-infected Ыankets ·td Native Americans
who sought friendly telations. Many died, as а .result. Тhis
tactic was repeated during the "Trail of Tears" of the 1800s.
. Germany and Japan: ln. World War 1, the U .S. joi_цed all the
warring parties in using poisonous gases, although to an even
gieater degree'than ·th~ otlters. In World War П, U.S. contingency plans for massive use of C8W against Germany and
Japan were avoided Ьу а matter of weeks, due to the defeat of
the Axis ·powers. However, there is strong evidence of U.S.
use of anti-crop warfare.against its two major adversaries.
North Korea: In the Korean War (1950-53), the first modem

New

* RoЬert Lederer is а
York free"\ance journalist, gay activist, and Puerto
R:ico solidarity activist.
.
1. Much of this summary is taken from Ken Lawrence's excellent article,
"The Нistory of U.S. Bio·Chemical Killers," in СА/В, NumЬer 17 (Sшtцner
1982).
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U.S. counterinsщgency war, no such limitations were employed. According to an intemational investigating commission, the U.S. used an array of germ weapons against t_he
Democtatic People's RepuЫic of (North) Korea:. "feathers jnfected with anthrax; lice, fleas and mosquitoes. dosed with
plague щ1d yellow fever; diseased rodents; and various implements contaminated with deadly microЬes--toilet paper,
envelopes and tЬе ink in fountain pens. " 2
Indochina: In. the war against Indochina, U .S. CBW
reached its ,zenith. It was the most massive. chemical war in
history. Seeking..to d~stroy c:rops supportil).g .the popular
guerrilla movements, the U. S. aerially sprayed 55 million.
kilograms of defo}iants, primarily Agent Orange, -On the
nations of Indochina. As а result, the ecology of massive
areцs was destroyed, millions of people Were poisoned, many
dev;eloped cancer, some died,: and the next generation suffered
а horrengous rate of birth defects. Among the victims were
many U.S. troops present in sprayed areas .. (~ее "J'heory #2:
Dioxin," in the accompanying article.) In addition, CS gas, an
anti-personnel gas, was massively used to force· people out of
enclosщl areas. lt often directly killed or maimed its targets.
СцЬа: Since.its 1959 rev:olution, Cuba has been а prime target of U.S. military, economic and politic.al attacks. 3 In the
1960s, an "anti·crop warfare" program was. carried out. In
1971, the CIA infected Cuban pigs with African Swine Fever, а.
deadly disease; Cuban J,шthorities had to slaughter the entire
pig population to stop the disease's spread. (See "1Jteory #4:
African .Swine Fever Virus," in accompanying article.) А
secoQd such epidemic in 1980, with equaHy devastating consequences, was of unkpown but suspicious origiщ;. That was
the same year that Ы\}.е щold decimated the tobacco harvest and
а dam~ging rust.disease hit the. sugar cane crop. The Nation
called this. :·а conjunction of plagues that would lead people
less paranoid about the U, S. than ·the Cubans to wonder
whether human hands had played а role in these natural disasters." Тhе next year, an epidemic of dengue hemoпhagic
fever-a painful mosquito-bome disease involving bonebreaking pain, flu symptщps, intemal Ыeeding and shock
-struck 300,000 Cubans and claimed 158 lives (including
101 children). А CAJB investigation· produced strong evidence
that the CIA released dengue-infected mosquitoes on the "
2. In 1958, the Eisenhower adminisщ.tion pressed sedition charges
against three Notth Americans who had puЫished the geпn w;ufare charges in
China Monrhly Review, John W. Powell, Sylvia Powell, and Julian Schuman,
but failed to get convictions.
3. Тhе CBW operations were reviewed Ьу Bill Schaap in "The 1981 Cuba
Dengue Epideщic," СА/В, Number 17 (Summer 1982), р. 28; many had Ьееn
previously documented in the mainstream press.
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1sland. Court testimoпy in 1984 Ьу а Cuban couпterrevolu
tioпary terrorist supported CAIB's coпclusioп. 4
More receпt iпciqents in which the iпvolvemeпt of U.S.
CBW is so f~.uncoпfiщied iпclude thefollowiпg;
El Salvador; In 1982, ·Salvadorap trade uriionists charged
that epidemics. of previously unknown .diseases hщl erupted in
many areas ,jmmediate)y after U.S.~directedJieriitl bщnbjng~.
Particularly cited was hemorrhagic coпjuпctivitis, which
causes Ыeediпg of the eyes. 5 In 1985, the Salvadoran A.ssociation Of Health Professioпals charged that another new 'disease, which caused high fevers, headaches, joint paiпs, rash,
and later jauпdice, occurred after bomblngs "of an unfamiliar
character." In both cases, U.S. CBW was suspected. 6
Nicaragua; Iп 1985, an outbreak of dengue fever-the first
such epidemic in the couпtry-occurred in Managua апd other
areas а f<}w moпths after the escalatiQn of U .S. aeria1
recoппaissaщ::e missions: Nearly balf of:the capital city's
population became' ill, and there .were several deaths. Тhе
Nicaraguan health miпistry has bee.n investigating the pos·
.;
·
sibility of а U.S. CBW role. 7
It should also Ье meпtioпed that some Black and Latino
activists iп th~ United States have called drug smuggtiпg and
distributioп in Third Wor.Jd communities а form of chemical
warfare. As they·note, it is по accideпt that heroin iп particular
Ьegan flooding those c-ommuпities at'the height ,of the urban
rebellioпs ofi.;the late 1960s. The GIA·inv,o1vement iп the
Southea:st Asian:heroiп ·trade аn!Щ more recently, Latiп
American сосаiпе smuggliпg, has been wеП documeпted. (See
Virice Bielski"and Deппis Bemstein,. ''The Сосаiпе Соппес
tiоп," and David · Tniong D.H., "Runhing Dtugs and· Secret
Wars," iri ·tЬis issue.) Less well knowп is the major role of
U.S. urЬan •police forces. in allowing· and soпietimes participating iп drug sales. 8
CBW Tests in the U.S.
Tests of ·CBW ageпts, often performed without the
knowledge of human subjects, have been carried out fdr decades on both individuals and entire ·populations. 9 Many of
these programs were ex'posed in the mid and late 1970s
through media and eongressional investigations and Freedom
of Informatioп lawsuits. The most famous program was
MKULTRA, опе of several CIA and Army projects seelciпg to
perfect miпd coпtrol and iпcapacitatiпg ageпts. (See Кеп Lawrence; "Drugs,' Psychiatry, and 'мiпd Coпtrol iп Canada," in
this issue.)'·Many Of the drugs tested had Ьееп rejected Ьу
pharmaceutical companies· due to 'their undesiraЫe side
effects. Iп the 1950s and 1960s, scotes of such drugs, including LSD, were tested оп military persoппel апd prisoners.
Other commoп CBW tests included opeп-air experiments
spraying what were claimed to Ье harmless ageпts. Iп 1977,
. 4. "Omega 7 and Dengue Fever," СА/В, NumЬer 22 (Fall 1984), р. 35.
5. "'Germ War' in Salvador?" Daily World, February 17, 1982.
6. San Francisco Committee for Health Rights in Central America, El
Salvador 1985: Health, Нитап Rights, and the War (А Report of.the Third
U.S. PuЫic Health Commission to EI SJl\vador), р. 11.
7. "Dengue Epidemic: А\1 Out Against ... a Mosquito," Barricada International, OctoЬer 3, 1985, р. 6; "Dengue: Another Facet of the War?"
Barricada lnternational, NovemЬer 21, 1985, р. 13.
8. Lincoln Detox (а drug detoxification program at LincQln Ho~pital, New
York City), "Dope is Death," paper prepared for National Hearings on the
Heroin Epidemic, Washington, О.С., June 29, 1976.
9. Much of this discussion is condensed frorrt Louis Wolfs article, "This
Side of Nuclear War: The Pentagpn's Other Option," in СА/В, NumЬer 17
(Sull)Пler 1982), рр. 16-17. See also, Leonard А. Cole, "The Army's Secret
Germ-War Testing," The Nation, OctoЬer 23, 198.2.
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the Army admitted carryiпg ~ut hundreds of such tests siпce
World War 11, iiicluding 25 targetiпg the puЬlic. On 48
occasions betweeп 1951 and 1967, the Army employed mici;obes·known to'be·clisease-cau~ing ageпts iп open air tests,
and it used disease causing anti~crop substances 31 times.
Some especially outrageous highlights;
..
• _1Q 1950, the U..:S. ~avy sprayed а cloud. of ~acteria over San
Francisco. Тhе Navy claimed the bacteria use<l in the simulated attack were harmless, but many residents came dowп
with:pпeumonia-like symptoms and опе died.
• In 1952 and 1953, clouds of zinc cadmium sulfide were
sprayed over Wiппipeg, Maпitoba; St. Louis, Missouri;
Miпneapolis, Minnesota; Fort Wаупе, Indiana; the Мопосасу
River Valley iп Maryland; and Leesburg, Virgiпia. Despite
claims of harmlessпess, а military report пoted respiratory
proЫems.

• Jn 1955, the Tampa Вау area of Florida experieпced .а sharp
rise iп whoopiпg cough cases, iпcludiпg ·12 deaths, followiпg
а CIA Ьio-war test whose details are still secret, iпvolviпg
bacteria withdrawп from an Army CBW center.
• From 1956 to 1958, iп the poor Black commuпities of
Savanпah, Georgia, and Аvоп Park, Florida, the Army carried
out field tests ·with mosquitoes that may have Ьееn infected
with yellow fever. The insects were released into resideпtial
areas"from grouпd level .and dropped from plaпes апd
helicopters. Many people were .swarmed Ьу mosquitoes and
then developed unknown fevers; some died. After each test,
Army ageпts posing as puЫic health officials photographed
and tested victims and then disappeared from town. 10
• From Juпe 7 to 10, 1966, the Army's Special Operations
Division dispeпsed а bacillus throughout the. New York City
subway sysrem. The Army's report on the experimeпt noted
the. existeпce of subways in the Soviet Uпion, Europe, and
South Ametka.
• ln· 1968 and 1969, the CIA experimeпted with the possiЫlity
of ·pois.oning drinking water sy.stems Ьу iпjecting а chemical
substance iпto the water supply of the Food апd Drug
Administratioп building iц Washiпgtoп.
е· In 1976, the Humane Society of Utah questioned the
mysterious deaths of 50 wild. horses who had drank from а
spring nearthe U.S. Army's Dugway Proviпg Ground, а CBW
research ceпter.
• One highly suspicious iпcident that could bear scrutiпy as а
possiЫe CBW test is the 1978 "mass suicide" of 900 Black
North Americans in Joпestown, Guyana. 11
'
Deadly ''Civilian" Medical Experiments
Besides фе tests directly related to~cвw, there has

Ьееп а

10. IЩen Bri\f, ·:наvе Mosquitoes Been Drafted in а Secret War?" ln These
Times, September 23-29, 1981, р. 22; and ·~u.s. Germ Warfare Ti::sts
Revealed-Target: Savannah, Georgia," Revolutionary Worker, NovemЬer
21, 1980.
11. John Judge, а Philadelphia activist who has extensively investigated the
incident, notes that many of the drugs found there were the same ones tested
under MKtJL'fR;<\. The Guyanese Chief Medical Examiner testified·in court
that 80 petcent of the Ьodies he examined showed signs of forciЫe injections.
Jiщ Joues, the self-proclaimed leader of the "People's Temple" which moved
to Guyana from San Francisco, and one of his aides, had CIA connections.
The father of JonestoW!) leцder Lапу Layton was head of CBW Research at the
Army's Dugway Proving Grounds in the 1950s. The elder Layton admitted
contributing ·$25,000 to the People's Temple. According to Judge, "PuЬlic
exposure [in the mid-1970s] of experiments in U.S. prisons and mental institutions was, in all likelihood, а major impetus for relocating this testing to
the jungles of а virtually unknown country." See also, "Guyana: The Faces
Bebind the Masks," СА/В, NumЬer 10 (August-SeptemЬer 1980), р. 21.
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notorious history of deadly "civilian" medical experiments,
often practiced on Third World people, and ·usually without
their, consent. Numerous new drugs have been tested on
people in Third Wqrld nations long before such tests would Ье
perrniited in this counЦy. For example, the Ьirth control pill
was first used on·Puerto Rican and Haitian women in trials Ьу
the' G.D. Searle pharrnaceutical company in 1956. 12 The
womeri were neither 'told wliat tЬеу were taking nor wamed
about the possiЫe side effects, which the company knew to Ье
potentially severe.
.
Within the U .S. and, irs', direct col9nies, there is а long
history of experimerits ori' prisoners using drugs-especialty
psychotropic ones-and' toxic chemicals. 13 For example,
early in this century, а North American doctor infected several
prisoners with plague in the then-U.S. colony of the Philippines. Не also produced beriberi in another group of 29
prisoners, two of )YhO!J1 феd as а result of the experiments, In
191.5 1 а doctor produce<f pellagra jn twelve white Mississippi
inmates in an attempt to discover а cure for the disease. In the
1940s, over. 400 Chiщigp prisoners were infected with malaria
as part 'of а wartime, crash program to develop new drugs
against this infection. !In J947, Nazi doctors on trial at
Nщemberg. for criЩ~s, ~gainst humanity cited some of these
cases as precedents f()r their own genocidal experiments. 14
Froni 1965 to 1968; '70 prisoners, mostly Black, at
Цqlmesburg State Prison in Philadelphia, were the subjects of
tests l;iy Dow CheщicaJ, Company of the effects of dioxin, the
highly toxic chern,ipal .contaminant in Agent Orange. Their
skin,.s were delibera~ely exposed to large doses a~d then
riionitored to watch :tье results. According to the doctor in
charge, Albert kligman, а University of Pennsylvania dermatologist, se'veral subjects ,developed lesions which "lasted for
four to seven moI1ths, since nq. effort was made to speed heal/ ing Ьу active treatment." At;,i, 1980 fede,ral Environmental Protection Agency hearing \,Vhe~~ the experiment саше to light,
Кligman testified that no foliow-up was done on subjects for
possiЫe development of cancer. This was the second such
experiment commissioned Ьу Dow, the previous one carried
out on 51 "volunteers;~·ьelieved also to have been prisoners.15
А series of experiments that bears particular scrutiny in
light of AIDS were the mind-altering drug tests and aversion
therapy measures, · including electroshock treatment, used on
prisonersjn the Califomia prisons of Vacaville and Atascadero in 'the 1960s.16 Some of the these were partieularly directed against gay iriinates, attempting to "convert;' them to
heterosexuality. Blanche Wiesen Cooke, а New York history
professor, has raised tlie question of whether AIDS тау have
de~eloped as one result of such experiments. Clear]y, these
experiments need more investigation.
Two .of the most notorious and genocidal experiments in
12. MarshaП S. Shapo, А Nation of Guinea Pigs: The Unknown Risks of
Chemici!) Technology (New York: Free Press, 1979), р. 91; Ana Marfa Garcfa,
Study (i!Jide for "La Operacion" (а film about sterilization of Puerto Rican
women), 1986, availaЬ\e from Cinema Guild, New York City.
13. Jessica Mitfotd, Кind and Usual Punishment: The Prison Business
(New York: Knopf, 1976), рр. 138-67.
14. Louis Lasagna, "Special Subjects in Human Experimentation," in Paul
А. Fteund, ed" Experimentation with Нитап Subjects (New York: George
Brazillier, 1969), р. 262.
15. William RobЬins, "Dioxin Tests Conducted on 70 Philadelphia Inmates, NowUnknown, in 60s," New YorkТimes, July 17, 1983.
16. Mitford, ор. cit" n. 13, рр. 157-67; John Lastala, "Atascadero:
Dachau for Queers," Advocate, April 25, 1972, рр. 11-13.
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U .S. history are especially worth recalling:
Tuskegee Syphilis Study: In 1932, the U.S. PuЫic Health
Service initiated а study of untreated tertiary (third stage)
syphilis using poor, uneducated Black men in Tuskegee, Alabiµna. Four hundred syphilitics were never told of their illness
and were denied treatment. Another 200 healthy Black men
were used as control subjects. Both groups were carefully
mon{tщed. According to the authoritative book on the subject,
Bad Вlood, Ьу Jщщ~s Н. Jones, "as. of 1969, at least 28 and
perhaps as many as 100 men had died as а direct result of
complications caused Ьу syphilis. Others had developed
syphilis-related heart conditions that may have contributed to ·
their deaths." 17 Many wives of the untreated men may also
have been infected; some children may have been Ьоm with
congenital defects.
Тhе experiment continued until 1972, when an outraged federal worker Ыеw the whistle to the press, and nationwide condeЦmation forced the govemment to cancel .the project. This
employee had protested privately as far back as 1966, only
provoking increasingly high-level secret meetings which resolved N co:r}tinue the project. In 1972, as they reluctantly
ordered its end, federal healt/1 officials hypocritically joined
the press denunciations while implicitly defending the study
as legitimate in its time. The survivors still received no
treatµient 1.шtil eight months later, on the eve of congressional
hearings. Тhе federal office supervising . the study was the
predecessor of today's Centers for Disease Control (CDC)
unit in charge of the AIDS program. 18 The CDC, а joumalist
·п11s
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Ca_rtoon. in the Denver Rocky Mountain !Vews, attacking
the Tuskegee Syphilis Study, which allowed 400 Black
men with the disease to go untreated for. 40 years.

17. James Н. Jones, Bad Blood: The Tuskegee Syphilis Experiment (New
York: Тhе Free Press, 1981), р. 2.
.
18. In fact, Dr. David Sencer, the Director of the CDC who approved the
continuation of the Tuskegee study in 1969, became New York City Health
Commissioner, and а key player in AIDS policy, in the early 1980s. In February 1987, а New York doctor announced test results showing that all of his
AIDS patients had previously undiagnosed (and thus untreated) cases of tertiary syphilis, and proposed that this may tum out to Ье the cause of AIDS.
Тhе New Yorf- Native, а gay weekly, recounting the story of the Tuskegee
Syphilis Study, asked. if the CDC could have conducted а similar experiment
on gay men that may have led to the AIDS epidemic. Charles Ortleb, "UnpuЫished Study Suggests AIDS Is Caused Ьу 'Virulent Immunosuppressant
Spirochetes,"' New York Native, February 16, 1987, р. 10; "Bad Blood: Тhе
Health Commissioner, Тhе Tuskegee Experiment, and AIDS Policy," New
YorkNative, February 16, 1987, рр. 13-16.
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••
wrote in 1972, "sees the poor, the Ыасk,. the illiterate and the
defenseless in Arnerican society as а vast experirnental
resource for the govemrnent." 19
Puerto Rican Cancer Experiment: 20 In 1931, Comelius
Rhoads, а North Arnerican pathologist at the Rockefeller Institute for Medical Investigations in San Juan, carried out а
rnurderous "experirnent" in which 13 Puerto Ricans died after
being purposely infected with cancer. In а letter to another
doctor, leaked .to the Puerto Rican Nationalist Party, Rhoads
wrote:
the Porto Ricans [sic] .. :are beyond doubt the· dirtiest, laziest, rnost degenerate and thievish race of rnen ever inhaЬit
ing this sphere. lt makes ущ1 sick to inhaЬit the sarne island
with thern ... What фе island needs is not puЫic health
work, but а tl.dal wave or sornething to totally extenninate
the population. lt rnigh't then Ье livaЬle. 1 have done ту best
to further the process of exterrnination Ьу kЦling off eight
and transplanting cancer into several rnore. 'Тhе latter has
not resulted ln any fatalities so far .... Тhе rnatter of consideration for the patients' welfare plays no role here-in
fact, all physicians take delight in the abuse and 1orture of
the unfortunate subje~ts ..
The Nationalist Party President, Don Pedro AlЬizu Carnpos, brought the case to the press, the Puerto .Rican Medical
Association, and tlie teague of· Nations, but no action was
taken. Тhе North Aniericari Govemor of Puerto Rico had а
prosecutor investigate the charge. Rhoads never denied writing the letter. And despite evidence proving that indeed 13
patients had died, eiglit of whorn were treated Ьу Rhoads, the
prosecutor .exonerated Rhoads, c.alling hirn rnerely "а rnentally
ill person.or а rnan with few sc~ples."
But the story did not end thefe:. This "mentally ill person"
went un to direct the esЩЬlishщeJ:it of Arrny chernical warfare
laboratories in Maryland, Utah, and'the Раn.ата Canal Zone,
for which he was awarde8 the Legion of М:erit in 1945. That
sarne year, Rhoads was appointed to the ~taffof the U.S.
Atornic Energy Cornrnission. The Cornrnission was at that
time carrying out radiation experirnent$ on unwitting prisoners, hospital patients and soldiers. Meanwhile, between 1937
and 1947, AlЬizu and other Nationalist leaders hag .been imprisoned for sedjtion after the pro-indt;pendence upsutge ofthe.
late 1930s. А 1950 island'-Wide Nationalist insuпection led to
the re-aµest of AlЬizu and hundreds of activists. This tirne, he
charged, _sёveral parts of his body were i:epeatedly subjected to
radiation, burning · and poisoniпg hirn. Other Nationalist
prisoners later charged they wete'experirnented on with drugs.
According to Nationalist Party leaders, Rhoads was finally
getting his revenge for AlЬizu's ear1ier rnurder charge. AlЬizu
was denounced Ьу tJ.S .. and }ocal colonial officials as а lunatic, but doctors eventually supported his charges. His health
steadily deteriorated, and he died shortly after his release frorn
prison in 1965. Subsequent documents have been obtained
supporting both his original rnurder charges and his allegations of radiation poisoning.

19. Ор. cit., п. 17, р. 13.
20. See, geпerally, Pedro I. Аропtе Vazquez, "Уа Асиsд! Tortura у
Asesinato de Don Pedro A/Ьizu <:ampos," (Вауаmоп, Puerto Rico: Movimieпto Ecumeпico Nacioпal de Puerto Rico, 1985; and Pedro 1. Аропtе Vazquez,
"Asesino Rhoads а A/Ьizu?" pamphlet; по date or pu\>lisher listed.
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Charges of а CBW-AIDS Connection
For several years, the U.S. gay, Black, Haitian, and left
press have puЫished articles proposing CBW-AIDS theories,
with varying degrees of thoughtfulness and docurnentation. 21
Such speculation has been particularly il)tense in the gay cornrnunity. Тhе terriЫe toll AIDS ~as taken, cornblned with the
furious rightwing use of the epШernic to further ·advance an
anti-gay agenda, have fed such а belief. In 1983, theNew York
Native, а gay weekly, puЫished an anonyrnous letter to the
editor frorn sorneone clairning to Ье а ~orrner ernployee of the
U.S. Arrny Biological Warfarё LaЬoratory at Fort Detrick,
Maryland. Не wr6te that the labщatory had launched "Operation Firrn Hand" in 1978 to infect gay rnen with а virus causing
AIDS. This story Iater becarne а scene in the play, "Тhе
Noпiial Heart," Ьу gay activist Larry Kramer, about а gay rnan
with AIDS.
,
While rnahy gay rnen are convinced AIDS was deliberately
induced, sorne disrniss the idea, ai:ld others retain open
rninds. 22 In 1983, Rep. Тheodore Weiss (Dern.-:N.Y.), а liberal who represents а Manhattan district including rnany
IesЬians and gays, told а syrnposium ort AIDS that, "as far..:
fetched as it rnay seern~ given the attitudes towards hornosexuals and hornosexuality Ьу some segnients of society, the
possiЫe utilization of Ьio1ogical weapons rnust Ье seriously
explored."23 ·
·
·
· ·
'
On July 4, 1984, the_.N:ew Delhi, ~ndia newspaper Patriot
put forward the first detalled charge of an AIDS-CBW connection. Ari unnarned U.S. anthropologist claimed that а prograrn
had been developed at Fort Detrick to create ·а virus that caused
AIDS. The Patriot a.Iso cited articles wfiich appeare<I: in 1979
and 1980 in the rnagazine Army Research, Development and
Acquisition, Official·organ ofFt. Detrick's parent agency. One.
was Ьу two Fort Detrick officiЗls,
Col. Karl Pedersen, Jr"
theri'director of the Institute of Irifectious Diseases, Цпd Col.
John Albertson, ·rnicrob1ology sp~cialist, genetic enwneer and

Lt:

21. Charley Shively, "Тhе CIA-CDC-AIDS Political Alliance," Gay Community News, J1,1ly 9, 1983; Charles Ortleb, "Biological Warfare," New York
N{ltive, NovemЬer 30, 1985; C.L.l.T. Collective, "AIDS Coпspiracy Тheo
ries," Big Apple.Dyke News;Wiпter 1985-86; Diane FiпeЬerg, "ls AIDS Conпected to Swiпe Fever Virus?" Workers World, 'Juпe 17, 24, July 1, 8, 15,
1983; Joпetta Rose Barras imd .Judith Joпes Scott, "Flawed ·virus Sееп As
PossiЬ\e Тheory to AIDS creatioп," Washington Afro-American, (series),
Мау 9,. 16, 24, 1987; Jacques Arceliп, "А:ЮS; :(J!:1erre Psychologique ou
Guerre Biologique?" НаЩ Progres, July 8-14, July.20-26, July 27-August 2,
August 10-16, 1983; "SIDA: Fleau IncompreheпsiЬ\e ou Arme Biologique?"
Haiti Progres, ·March 19-25; 1986; Gerard Campfort, "Uпе Тhese·Cohereпt
Sur le Sida," Haiti Progres, January 18-24, 1987.
Amoпg .those advancing an,AIDS-CBW theory ·ьаs Ьееп а New York-based
group call~ "Commuпjst Cadre" (СС). Тhis orgщrizatioп, which claims to Ье
Marxist-Leпinist, puЫishes huge-size, small-priпt posters with screamiпg
headlines proclaimiпg coпspiracy theories оп various subjects. Siпce 1983,
СС has put out posters with changiпg theories of AIDS-CBW, fi!'St proposiпg
African Swiпe Fever, later tumiпg оп that theory's advocates as "disiпforma
tioп specialists" and iпstead supportiпg the Sov_iet aпalysis that the HIV virus
was artificially eпgiпeered at Fort Detrick. Some activists have. coпcluded that
се is govemmeпt-coппected, aimed at discreditiпg or disruptiпg the legiti·
mate left.
·
·
22. In а ! 985 "uпscieпtific" poll Ьу the Native, 150 New York gay mеп weri,:
asked whether they Ьelieved that "AIDS is actually а disease created Ьу an arm
of the federal govemmeпt for political reasoпs"; 37 perceпt agreed, 45 perceпt
disagreed, and 16 perceпt said they didn't kпow or didп't respoпd. Вапу
Adkiпs, "Time for Aпother Stoпewall?" New York Native, NovemЬer 4-10,
1985, р. 25.
23. "Ншцаn Rights, Human Health," speech gi,veп April 10, 1983, at
Lепох Hill Hospital Symposium оп AIDS, repriпted iп New York Native,
Issue 62.
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Director of the Medical Eпgineeriпg Laboratory, teportedly
coпcerniпg пatural and artificial iпflueпces оп the human immuпe system. 24
Тhе Patriot story further claimed that Fort Detrick sciehtists, with the help of the Ceпters for Disease Coпtrol, and
·uпder Репtаgоп coпtract, traveled to Zaire .and Nigeri.a, and
theп to Latiп America, to collect iпfoilliatioп оп а "powerful
virus that could поt Ье fouпd iп Europe or Asia." Accordiпg to
а later summary of the Patriot article iп а Soviet joupial, "Тhjs
iпformatioп was theп aпalyzed at Ft. Detrick, апd the result
was the isolatioп of а пеw virus that causes AIDS. . . . Certaiп
experimeпts were рrоЬаЫу dопе iп Haiti (U.S. satellitecouпtry) and iп certaiп groups of the· Americaп poprilati0n,
beginniпg with homosexuals, drug users, homeless; etc."25
International ·media coverage of these char.ges, and hystericaJ.,дfficial deпials, опlу raise further questioпs. (See
sidebar, "Media: Coverage ofAJDS-CBW ·Charges," апd see
"Тheory #1: Geпetically-Eпgiпeered НIV ;" iп this issue.)
~

.

,.

;

The New Age of CBW
Iп 1969 ,. uпder mountiпg pressure from the iпternational and
domestic anti"war Фovemeпts, ~sideпt Nixoп аппоцпсеd а
ban оп the productioп :and;цse of Ьiological (but поt chemical)
warfare ageпts ...Jп 1972, the U.S. sigпed an iпternatioпal
treaty with similar,provisioпs. It was поt until Seпate 1щtifica
tioп iп 1975 that the treaty took:legal force iп the•U.S. The
Репtаgоп claims that these.пew: poli<:ies;meant the.eпd of all
but .."defeпsive" Ьiological warfare reseщeh. But this _distiпc
tioп. is meaпiпgless, as пцmerous CBW ·experts (iпcludiпg
some of the Army's оwп, before фе ban} have attested. 26
Тhis is because.the sЩdies required to ptotect agaiпst CBW
are. iпdistiпguishaЫe from those .necessary to prepare microorganisms for · attack .. The fact. that· offeпsive programs coп
tiпued is also.showп Ьу the documeпted Ьiological .attacks оп
СuЬа iп 1971 and. 1981. lt is .also suggested Ьу th.e iпcideпts iп
Nicaragua and·'El Salvador described above.
::~

Genetic Engineering: Newest С:ВW 'Гооi
Iп 1973, .the пеw ·field of geпetic engiпeeriпg-<.:omЬiпiпg
molecules of differeпt micro~orgaпisms to create пеw viruses
and bacteria-was.opeпed Ьу advщices iп scieпtific research.
Тhе U .S. ,militщ:y appli~d this пеw techпology to its CBW research. Mar1y ._sёieпtists warned of .the ex.tremely daпgerous
iщplications of-•such a·.developmeпt. While фе military claims
to Ье usjпg. geпetic eпgineeriпg опlу to develop vacciпes (as is
being dопе> iп.the pharmaceutical iпdustry}, there is every reasoп- to· believe it is also beiпg developed for offeпsive
1
purposes. 27
24. As sщnmarized in Gordon Schaffer, "Is AIDS Man-Made?" Реасе
Courier (newsletter of the World Реасе Council, Britain), January 3, 1987, р.
18.
.
25. The Patriot account is summarized in V alentin Zapivalov, "Panic in the
West, or, What Is Hidden Behind the Sensation!llisni Surrounding AIDS,"
Literaturnya Gazeta, No. 44, October 30, 1985, р. 14, as reprinted i"n "SIDA:
Fleau IncomprehensibJe ou Arrne Biologique?" ор. ~it., n. 21, and see, "El
SIDA Fue Creado por la CIA ?" Impacto (New York), DeceпiЬer 24-30, 1986,
р. 3.
26. Тhе StockhQlm International Реасе Research lnstitute, in а definitive
study оп CBW, found "little difference Ьetween offensive and defensive СВW
research." Quoted in Charles Piller, "DNA-Key to Biological Warfare?" The
Nation, DecemЬer 10, 1983, р. 598.
27. "Some common forms of vaccine production are very close technically
to production of CBW agents and so offer easy opportunities for conversion.-"
IЬid. See also, Alexander Hiam, "The Next Generation of Biological
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Pravda cartoon showing U,S. scientist and 111ilitary

.

officer ex<=hanging а. vial of "AIDS virus'' for money.
U.S •. officials pro.tested vigorously.
Iп February, 1987, а lawsuit Ьу the Fouпdatioп for Ее°"'
пomic Trendsj а Washiпgtoп, D.C. eпviroпmeпtal group,

forced the Departmeпt of Defeпse (DoD) to admit the operatioп
of CBW research programs (all "defeпsive" of course) at 127
sites aro,uпd the couпtry, iпcludiпg uпiversities, fouпdatioпs
апd <;orporatioпs. Science magaziпe reported that the suit
revealed that ".DoD is applying recomЬiпaпt DNA techпiques
iп research and the productioп of а raпge of pathogeпs and
toxins iпcluфпg botulism, aпthrax апd .yellow fever. " 28
Accordiпg to the Fouпdatioп, this research effort iпcreaseci
dramatically iп the past five years, but DoD had поt examiпed
the health effects of these activities as required Ьу law. Iп the
out-of~court settlemeпt of that suit, the Репtаgоп agreed to file
eпviroпцieritaJ impact statщneпts оп all of those programs
within Z1 moпtЬs, to iпdicate any possiЫe health risks to surrouпdiпg commuпities.

The Search for the Ultimate Bioweapon
Тhе military has several times expressed its faпtasies for
пеw ЬiolQgical weapoпs. Some of these images are chilliпgly
suggestive of а microbe that would cause AIDS. Iп 1969, а
military official testified befQre Coпgre~s:
WitЬiп

the пехt 5 or 10 years, it would рrоЬаЫу Ье possiЫe

Weapons," Sciehce for the People, May-Jurie 1982, рр. 32-35; Robert Ruttman, '"Strictly Anti-Human' Chemical and Biological Warfare," Science for
the People, May-June 1984, рр. 6-30.
28. Mark ·Crawford, "DOD to Reassess Bioweapons' Risks," Science,
FeЬruary 27, 1987, р.- 968.
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to make

а

new infective micro-otganism which could differ

~edi~

in certain important respects from any known disease-

CQverage of AIDS-CBW Charges

1

.S :-

es. " 3
The mainstream: tJ
media, taking ::their cue from
'Washington officials, hav~ generally igitored-and more
But intemational coverage of the charges continued. In
recently dismissed'-charges of ·а11 AIDS-CBW link.
mid-1986, а 52-page booklet Ьу two East German scientists, Jakob and Lilli Segal, arguing that HIV was geneticSpeculatio6~ of а link,betwe<щ CBW and AIDS never went
ally engineered in а U.S. CBW lab, circulated in Englishbeyond the limited reiilm of U.S. gay, Haitian, and left
speaking Mrica, including Harare, Zimbabwe, at the time
n.~~spapers until July 4:, 1984, when the Ne~ Delhi Patriot
puЫished the first detailed charges. (See':\:"C)larges of а
of the Eighth Summit of the Non-Alig'ned Movement.
Again, the story was picked up Ьу the intemational press,
CBW-AIDS Connection," in accompanying ,!1f1icle.) This
· report was ignored Ьу the world press uotil·~Octpber 30,
particulцrly in the Third World. An October 15 story in the
Prague, Czechoslovakia Tribuna accused North American
_1985, when the S()Viet·weekly Literaturnya Gazetii adopted
media of withholding information on the CBW charges.
the Patriot's thesis in an article on AIDS hysteria in the
Тhе first detailed coverage of the charges in any westem
West. Although major wire services carr!ed tlie a~fegation,
media appeared on October 26, 1986 in the London Sunday
the majority of the U. S. press ignored it completely, except
Express, а conservative, sensationalist taЫoid. The story,
- а few which quoted U.S. officials denouncing it as а "~oviet
based on interviews with Seale, Jakob Segal, and а Los
disinformation campaign." Within а wee~, Radjo Liberty
Angeles doctor, RoЬert Strecker, presented а sympathetic
was attacking the story as а "monstrQUS· 'charge. of mass
view- of the CBW/genetic engineering·theory. 4
_: 'tЩerminatipn of the population of one's owil country" and
The Express article included Dr. Segal~s account of а
"anothet st~P i'n:,·the- escalatioo of· anti::.~me6~an. l_1ysteria-::''1
· ·r; \~~~е~·~"
.
· ~ф
"."~,
i·· . visit Ьу two U.S.·embassy officials to his East Berlin home
on October 10. Тhе officials claimed to Ье а historian and
Тhе Soviet account, ·however; was picked up Ьу many
politjcal counsel, respectively. But Segal said, "1 am
newspapers worldWide, from Sweden to Brazil to the
Philippines. Soviet media renewed' coverage of the story in
P<>sitive they were from the CIA-and that they were deeply
several articles between 1Xpril and June, 1986, this time
concemed that the'cover-up over the origin of AIDS was
going to Ь_е exposed." Тhе officials questioned Segal about
supporting their thesis with statements Ьу two physicians,
"what he knows, what he thinks, where he got his informaJohn Seale ofLondon and Nathaniel S. Lehrman ofRoslyn,
New York (author of the accompanying article, "ls AIDS -tion from, and what he intends doing with his report." The
State Department acknowledged sending' officials to the
Noninfectious?"). Dr. Lehпnan was quoted in the Мау 7,
Segal home, but said it was tnerely "to point out the
1986 Literaturnya Gazeta that "to insist that the newly dis~
fallacies of the report."
covered virus is the only сачsе Of AIDS is as doubtful as to
With the puЫica,tion of the Express story, the media dam
say that it -is the only cause of leukemia. lt is more than
broke. In the succeeding two months, over sixty stories
likely that other, non-infectious causes of AIDS exist ... "
appeared worldwide on the CBW charges. -The-State DeAccording to Dr. LehrinanJs account, "Shortly thereafter 1
partment, worried thilt the London papet·had given the CBW
received a;call from an official at the United States Informaallegations "а sigpificant boost," issued а ~futation of the tion Agency asking, irП::iminous tones, if 1 were aware 1 had
charges and а chronology of ·"the Soviet disinformation
Ьееn quoted in the Soviet newspaper. " 2 ·
campaign." Тhе press release claimed that editors of the
These articles: evoked letters of protest Ьу the U.S.
Indian Patriot denied ever having puЬlished the 1984 story
Ambassador to Moscow, Arthur· Hartman. Writing to
on which the Soviet charges were based. Тhе State De'Soviet·editors, Hattrilan labeled the CBW charges "absurd"
partment continued: "PossiЫy, the Soviet propagan·da
and "as reprehensiЫe as they are false." Не called the
apparatus got ahead of itself. The Soviets often place
articles "а Ыatant
repugnant·attempt to sow hatred and
stories in the Patriot, а pro-Moscow New Delhi daily,
fear of Americans among the Soviet population and to abuse
which are then replayed in ТASS and other Soviet media. " 5
а medical tragedy affecting people all over the world, inТhе Segals were discounted for having "taught in Cuba
cluding in the Soviet Union, for base propaganda putposfor approximately three years in the l 960s" and Sea1e was
accused, t)lrough·a quote. from "а Finnish AIDS expert," of ·
1. Julia Wishnevsky, '"AIDS' In the Service of Soviet Anti•

•• ••

"

.,\

••

·'

and

American Propaganda," RL 374/85, Radio Liberty Research
Bulletin, Vol. 29, No. 46, NovemЬer 13, 1985, р. 2.
2. Dr. Lehrman adds: "Since 1981, 1 have been thwarted in my
efforts to raise the simple and obvious question: Why do our public heЩth authorities continue not to investigate the possiЫe toxic
causes of AIDS? Тhе many letters and articles 1 continue to submit to Ьоф lay and professional joumals, most of which puЫished
me in the past on other subjects, have Ьееn rejected without
meaningful explanation."
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3. UnpuЫished letter to the editor of Literaturnya Gazeta, June
25, 1986, contained in "Soviet Disinformation Claims AIDS
Virus Made in USA (Chrouology of Campaign as of 3/31/87)",
press release Ьу U.S. Department of Defense, April 1, 1987.
4. "AIDS 'Made in Lab' Shock," Sunday Express, October 26,
1986.
5. Quoted in "AIDing the Enemy" -(editoriaJ), WallStreet Journal, DecemЬer 4, 1986.
·
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causing organisms. Most important of these is that it might

Ье

being "imbalanced or rather crazy." 6 But the State De~
partment press release offered no scientific critique of the
theory on which the Soviet charges were based-which
could have given more crediЫe grounds for а denial (see
"Altemative Theory 1: Artificial НIV ," in accompaпying
article).
This was the opeпing salvo of а U.S. counterattack
which continues to echo through North American and Eu. ropean media. The Londoп Тimes ran а story headliпed
"Aids: Moscow's New Weapon in its Secret War of
Smears," which recycled old charges of an alleged KGB
directorate "responsiЫe for spreading false or misleading
information, manipulating the Westem media, and ruппiпg
agents of influence and front organizations."7
On October 31, Pravda puЫished а cartooп showing а
scientist handing ·а test-tube marked "AJDS virus" to а
U.S. military officer for mопеу, with corpses at their feet.
This was too much for U.S. officials. Ambassador Hartman puЫicly ptotested the cartoon. The November 17 Тiте
magazine~in the first full article оп the charges iп U.S.
maiпstream media-reprinted the cartooп alongside а story
entitled "Infectious Propaganda." lt began:

development program. The intended effect is to make it
appear to the general puЫic that the two superpowers are
simply engaged in mutually incrediЫe propaganda campaigns. 9

А Ыzarre theory about the origiпs of AIDS has been getting play in the Soviet press lately: that the illness is the
result of U.S. germ warfare experiments gone wild.
AIDS experts scoff at the far-fetched notioп, and Washington has accused the Soviets of waging а disinformation campaigп.

The article snidely referred to Jakob Segal as "а retired East
Berlin Ыologist who is unknown to Westem AIDS experts." It then dismissed without refutation the positioпs of
Seale, the London doctor, and а U.S. physician, Robert
Strecker, that HIV was geпetically eпgiпeered, although
they believe it was done Ьу the Soviets. 8
On December 4, the Wall Street ]Qurnal joined the fray
with an editorial entitled "AIDing the Enemy." Noting without а trace of irony that "American readers most likely have
never heard of this Kafkaesque tale," the ]Qurnal slavishly
repeated the State Department line:
The AIDS disinformation campaign is part of the Soviet
Union's "active measures" program to detract from
America's image abroad, especially in the Third World.
But it also has another purpose: to undermine reports ·on
the Soviet Uпion's own Ыological warfare. research and
6. However, it is important to note ttщt Seale does have extreme
rightwing views and has spoken on AIDS for the Lyndon
LaRouche organization. (See sidebar, "Lyndon LaRouche and the
AIDS Theorists," in accompanying article, "Origin and Spread of
AIDS.")
.
7. Iain Elliot, London Тimes, October 31, 1986, р. 20Ь. The
writer fretted that "more effort is required to persuade the media
and puЫic that disinformation should Ье discussed in а wider
context than U.S. policy towards Libya," referring to the disclosures of Reagan's invented stories of Libyan plans to sponsor
armed attacks in Europe.
8. "Infectious Propaganda," Time, November 17, 1986, р. 64.

refractory [resistant] to the immunological and therapeu-

On March 30, 1987; TASS renewed the CBW charges Ьу
summarizing а recent article on the subject in а Soviet military review. The ТASS story reiterated the now-familiar
charge, mentioning the support of British, U.S. and East
German scientists. Another wave of intematioпal press
coverage followed. In the U.S., several newspapers ran
stories from the АР wire, and this time it finally reached
national television. That night, Dan Rather reported it,
together with the oЫigatory U.S. deпial, on the CBS Evening News.
Clearly it was time for another U.S. counteroffensive.
The next day, the Defense Departmeпt issued an eпlarged
versioп of the November 1986 State Department press
pack:et, including what purports to Ье а summary of Fort
Detnck's activities since the 1969 CBW ban and its role in
researching AIDS treatnients, · Also . attached was ап updated. and,expaщled chrqnology ·of "S"Oviet disinformation';
on the subjec( with. а11 'index of 139 articles on the CBW
charges .in the inteinatlonal pre~s over three years. The
Peritagon's preoccupation was evident: "Since January 1 of
1987, AIDS Disinfoпriatiori'.[has] been picked up оп radio,
press confereпces, through nimors, classroom presentations in tbe East Bioc, handЫlls being circulated in
Senegal: :·. It was noted. that the story had reached "60
couпtries in more than 30Janguages,over radio and in print
media."10
An April.7 АР story'bas.ed on the Pentagon press packet
quoted Defense Department spokesperson Fred Hoffmah .
as saying, "What's really 'trouЬlesome is that this stuff
tends to Ье believed iп Third World countries." The article
said U.S. officials "believed the Soviet Uпiоп had succeeded in keeping the allegations alive because Fort Detrick
was the Army's Ыological warfare development ceпter uпtil
1969 and is now the site of some AIDS-related researcb. " 11
Indeed. But even if the Soviets' specific charges are inaccurate-that is, if HIV is not the cause of AIDS апd was
not genetically engineered-why does the U.S. govemmeпt
not issue а specific response? Perhaps it is afraid to reopen
the whole question of CBW to close scrutiny. After all,
there is plenty of known апd unkпown history with high
poteпtial for embarrassment. Апd just maybe, buried iп
Pentagon files lies the story of а disastrous CBW experiment-different perhaps from what the Soviets theorized-which launched AIDS оп its murderous course. •
9. Ор. cit., n. 5.
10. Press release, ор. cit., n. 3.
11. "Soviet AIDS Campaign Denounced," New York Times,
April 8, 1987, р. В-7. In classic style, the Тimes ignored the
March 30 АР story on the TASS charges, waiting for the U.S.
denial Ьefore running а rebuttal story buried deep in the Jocal news
section.
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tic processes upon which we depend to maintain our relative
freedom from infectious disease. 29
In а book on CBW written just before the identification of
AIDS, two authors commented оп this testimony:
The possiЬility that such а 'super germ' may have been
successfully produced in а laboratory somewhere in the
world in the years since that assessment was made is one
which should not Ье too readily cast aside .... This is not an
entirely academic speculation. In 1968 Porton Down [the
British Army's Biological Warfare Laboratory] and Ft.
Detrick collaborated in the successful transfer of genes
between different strains of plague bacillus. The research
was done 'for purely defensive purposes. ' 30
А 1985 U.S. government study showed an awareness of
the potential of genetic engineering. "The rapid advances of
genetic teфnology-in which the US for now is fortunately
[sic] the leader--offer the predictaЫe likelihood of new agents

The "cloud chamber" at Fort Detrick, for
"aeroblological experiments." Credit: USAMRIID.

being developed for which no vaccines or counteragents are
known or availaЫe." 31
Another twist on CBW development is the prospect, predicted in а 1975 military manual, of"ethnic chemical weapons
which would Ье designed to exploit naturally occurring differences in vulneraЬility among specific population groups." 32
29. Dept. of Defense spokesperson, testifying before а House subcommittee, 1969, quoted in Robert Haпis and Jeremy Paxman, А Higher Form
ofКilling: The Secret Story ofChemical & Biological Warfare (New York: Hill
& Wang, 1982), р. 266.
30. Haпis and Paxman, ор. cit" n. 29, рр. 241, 266.
31. Report of the President's Chemical Warfare Review Commission
(Washington: Govemment Printing Office, 1985), р. 69.
32. See Carl А. Larson, "Ethnic Weapons," in Military Review, November
1970; and see "DoD's Nerve Gas Sales Pitch," СА/В, NumЬer 17 (Summer
1982), р. 25. It has been reported to the United Nations Commission for
NamiЬia that South Africa is suspected of conducting research on diseases
which only affect Вlack people. Report for 1983-84. See also А. Conadera,
"Biological Weapons and Third World Targets," Science for the People,
July-August 1981, рр. 16-20.
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The Question of Fort Detrick and AIDS
Added to all this suggestive evidence is the particular
history of the Army's Fort Detrick facility in Frederick, Maryland. lt is here, some have charged, that the Pentagon тау
have developed AIDS, purposely or accidentally. This center
was called the Army Biological Warfare Laboratory until
Nixon's 1969 order banning CBW production. Fort Detrick
was then the leading center for development and testing· of
Ьiological weapons. Shortly after the CBW "ban," part of the
grounds were, with great fanfare, renamed the "Frederick
Cancer Research Facility" and turned over to the National
Cancer Institute for civilian use. The military section was later
renamed the "U.S. Army Medical Research Institute for Infectious Disease" (USAMRIID), supposedly restricted to
"defensive" research. But underneath the slick name changes,
it is clear that some level of CBW research continued. According to one account, "Within two years of its foundation, the
Institute's staff and budget had treЫed." 33
In 1983, the Frederick Cancer Research Facility was
engaged Ьу the AIDS Task Force of the National Cancer Institute (NCI) to join the efforts to uncover the viral agent that
caused AIDS. That task force, under the leadership of the
NCI's Dr. Robert Gallo, was respoцsiЫe for the much
heralded "discovery" in 1984 of HIV-claimed to Ье the virus
that causes AIDS. As explained in another article in this
issue, that claim is highly suspect. (See Nathaniel Lehrman,
"ls AIDS Non-infectious?" in this issue.) Meanwhile, the
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology, а unit of Walter Reed
Army Medical Center in Washington, D.C. with а long history
of collaboration with Fort Detrick, has also Ьееn doing intensive research on viral causes of AIDS.
У et another Fort Detrick connection to AIDS occuпed in
1986. Army officials have reported that their Fort Detrick
· facility-not the "civilian" section-was asked Ьу the National Institutes of Health to join the effort to find AIDS
treatments.
These facts Ьу themselves, of course, provide no evidence
of military involvement in the alleged creation of AIDS. But а
reported comment Ьу а Fort Detrick official suggests the facility has researched more about AIDS than. simply cause and
treatment. On February 18, 1987, the Philadelphia Daily News
carried а McClatchy News Service report that Col. David L.
Hцxsoll, chief of USAMRIID, told а meeting of scientists that
the Soviet charges were unfounded "disinformation." In his
zeal to disprove the allegations, Нuxsoll reportedly added,
" ... studies at the Army laboratories have shown that the AIDS
virus would Ье an extremely poor Ьiological warfare agent. " 34
When contacted Ьу the author, Huxsoll denied having made the
statement. Не said he believed that the uncontrollaЬility of
AIDS and its long incubation period would make it а poor CBW
agent, but that no such studies had ever been done. The
McClatchy reporter told the author Huxsoll had been quite
clear. "Не specifically said that once it [AIDS] surfaced, they
screened it as they do any infectious agent. Не said they had
definitely looked at it."
Huxsoll's comment appears to contradict the official
Pentagon line on the subject. А Defense Department press
packet issued in April, 1987 to refute the Soviet allegations
33. Haпis and Paxman, ор. cit" n. 29, р. 222.
34. Huxsoll spoke to а seminar on Ьiological warfare and genetic engineering at the annual conference of the American Association for the Advancement
of Science. "Germ Warfare Battles AIDS," Philadelphia Daily News, February 18, 1987.
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(see sidebar, "Media Coverage of AIDS-CBW Charges") presents lengthy information on Fort Detrick's involvement in
recent AIDS treatment research. The document claims, "This
Ъackground information covers completely the US military
involvement in AIDS research ... " 3.5 No mention is made of
any studies of AIDS as а Ьiological weapon-whether "poor"
or good.
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Other U.S. CBW Facilities
Fort Detrick is riot the only U·.S. facility for CBW research.
Domestically, there are other centers in Maryland, Utah,
Arkansas, and Califomia. Many major U.S. universities are
partners with the military in conducting CBW research projects. Intemationally, the Army admits it has "infectious disease research institutes" in Kenya and Brazil. The latter location is especially interesting, given that Brazil has the second
highest number of AIDS cases (after the U.S.) in the Westem
Hemisphere. It has also been suggested that there may Ье
CBW facilities in Haiti and Zaire. 36
Another unacknowledged CBW facility-called а malaria
research center-may Ье in Lahore, Pakistaц. А 1982 incident
there shows how it is possiЫe to use а U. S. client state to
conduct CBW research. The Pakistani govemment-a solid
anti-communist U.S. ally---expelled the U.S. physician who
headed the center after Soviet charges that experiments were
being done there to· infect mosquitoes with yellow fever and
dengue, for use in neighboring Afghanistan or in Cuba. 37 The
doctor was а professor at the University of Maryland, institutional co-sponsor of the laboratory and а frequent collaborator with nearby Fort Detrick on CBW projects.
AIDS Experiments оп Haitian Refugees?
In 1980-81, thousands of Haitians, escaping the brutal
repression of the U. S. -backed J ean-Claude "В аЬу Doc"
Duvalier regime, arrived on Ьoats in the U.S. seeking refuge.
The Reagan administration 's response was brutal-Coast
Guard boats were instructed to .tum the. refugees away, and
those who slipped in undetected were intemed at Immigration
and Naturalization Service (INS) detention centers, pending
deportation hearings. Many were held there, in overcrowded
and filthy conditions, for as lшig as two years.
Within months of their incarceration at two such centers,
Кrome in Miami and Fort Allen in Puerto Rico, many male
35. "Soviet Disinfoпnation Claims AIDS Virus Made in USA (Chronology
of Campaign as of 3/31/87)," press release Ьу U.S. Department of Defense,
April,J, 1987.
36. It has been repofled to CAIB that а secret U.S. military installation at
Мбlе St. Nicholas, Haiti, may Ье involved in CBW research. In addition, there
have Ьееn rumors that а similar base was installed in Congo in the wake of the
1960 visit of Dr. Sidney Gottlieb; see n. 43. Since 1975, CIA operatives.directing the UNITА contra war against Angola have used ·the Kamina air strip in
Congo/Zaire's Shaba province. U.S. and Zairean troops have held joint maneuvers there for years; а peпnanent U.S. base is Ьeing built. About 200 North
Americans live in Shaba's capita\, Lubutnbashi, site of "an' abnoпnally large
[U.S.] diplomatic presence." African Concord, April 2, 1987, р. 29. And see
New York Тimes, February 1, 1987. Also, the U.S. Centers for Disease Control have long had research teams in the country. Other CBW research
locations are suggested· in а glossy USAMRIID brochure Ьу а note that its
Department of Epidemiology "investigates diseases of military concem under
natural conditions in Africa, Asia, and the Americas, where transmission is
likely to occur." Тhе U.S. Апnу is at present conducting controversial human
trials of geпn warfare vaccines in Argentina and the People's RepuЫic of
China. Robert Lee Hotz, "Army is Testing 2 New Anti-germ Warfare
Vaccines," Atlanta Journal, February 18, 1987, р. 2.
37. Schaap, ор. cit., n. 3, р. 28; Michael Kaufman, "Pakistanis Expel а
Malaria Expert," New York Тimes, February 10, 1982, р. А8.
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. diagnor-...is, entomology, and
forms an integrated
approach which can incrf'.ase our
. uпderstanc!ing. of а variety of
Ьiothreat ager.ts. The Diseвse
' Assessment Division is organ!zed
into four departrnert..s.
~ epidemfoicgy

А normal day's work at the "disease assessment
division" at Fort Detrick. Credit: USAMRIID.

refugees reported а strange condition called gynecomasia, in
which they developed full female breasts. At Fort Allen, some
detainees had earlier reported receiving injections which they
believed to contain hormones causing the condition. 38 In addition, there were reports of а disproportionate number of exdetainees with AIDS compared to the rest of the Haitian
refugees. 39 Was there а connection? In 1983, Haitian activists
charged that hormone experiments had induced both gynecomasia and AIDS. Meanwhile, the Haitian community was
struggling against the racism and stigmatization of being
labeled an "AIDS risk group" Ьу the CDC. An extended
political and legal battle against the mass incarceration
ensued. Many demonstrations were held and ultimately most
refugees were released.
38. In 1986, the Haitian Refugee Center in Miami filed а lawsuit against the
federal govemment for damages suffered Ьу the Кrome detainees who developed gynecomasia. According to Marvin Kurzban, attorney for the
refugees, legal pressure led to the release of internal govemment documents
which partially unravelled the mystery. lt turned out that racist prison
officials, terrified at the threat of lice supposedly brought in Ьу the Haitian detainees, ordered them sprayed repeatedly with highly-toxic chemicals never
designed for such use. One substance, Kwell, is only supposed to Ье used in
small, localized skin applications, and the other, R&C Spray, was strictly for
non-human use, such as on clothes. Govemment research detennined that
lengthy exposure to these chemicals сап cause hoпnonal changes that induce
development of female breasts. Trial of the case is under way.
39. So far there are only anecdotal reports. More systematic studies are
under way to deteпnine if indeed the AIDS rate among ex-detainees is disproportionate. One possiЫe explanation presents itself. According to Dr.
Roulette W. Smith of the Institute of Postgraduate Interdisciplinary Studies,
"many Haitians entering the United States in and after 1979 received large
doses of dioodohydroxyquin, а drug used in treating ameblasis [а parasitic
illness] and certain hepatic [liver] disorders." Roulette W. Smith, "AIDS and
'slow viruses.' Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome," Annals of the New
York Academy of Sciences, Vol. 437, 1984, as quoted in Michael L. Culbert,
AIDS: Terror, Truth, Triumph (Chula Vista, Califomia: Bradford Foundation,
1986), р. 88. What makes this significant, Smith says, is that this drug has
had "relatively little marketing" in the U.S. Smith adds: "Subsequently, the
major recipients of the drug have been the Haitian boat people with vastly expanded marketing. Outside of the United States, the drug is frequently administered in Angola and Zaire. Thus, finding that а drug is frequently and almost
exclusively used in subpopulations thought to Ье significant risk for AIDS
deserves further scrutiny to rule out iatrogenic [medicine-induced] factors,
possiЫy confounded Ьу additional nutritional factors." In Japan, the drug has
Ьееn implicated in а central nervous system disorder similar to one seen in
some AIDS cases. Тhе doctor concludes, "investigators must not overlook
possibllities that neurological and/or immunological side effects may Ье
associated with one or both of these drugs .... "
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Poprilation Coцtrol
Population control of the Third World has been а policy goal
of U.S. officials for many years. In 1977, Ra:y.Ravenhott, director ofthe population program ofthe U.S; Agency forlnternational Development (AID), pi.tЫicly announced his ageiicy's
goal was to sterilize one quarter of the world's women. Не
admitted, in essence, that this was necessary to protect U.S.
corporate interests from the threat of revolutions spawned Ьу
chronic unemployment. 40 .
Long before Ravenh-9ti: s ,.~tatement, AID prograщs .. had
brought Ыrth control ~o~~fei:ilization clinics to U.S. client
states throughout the Тliird World, often in regions wiih no
other health facilities. The' inost "successfuP' implementation
of this program has been in the U.S. colony of Puerto Rico.
Under U.S. occupation since 1898, this Latin American island
nation has had very high unemployment, corporate-generated
environmental pollution, and а strong independence niovement. А U.S.-financed network of sterilization clinics has
been growing for fifty years. Through intense anti-childbearing propaganda and outright deception, Puerto Rico today has
the highest sterilization rate in the world: 39% of women of
child-bearing age, 25% of men. 41
Congo/Zaire: Is AIDS Pop\llation Control via CBW?
А theory to explain African AIDS was proposed to the author Ьу Serge Miikendi, U.S. representative of the Workers
and Peasants Party of the Congo, the counti-y now known as
Zaire. 42 Cbngo/Zaire has been hard hit Ьу AIDS. It has also
been in а· state of revolutionary upheaval since its independence from Belgium in 1960. The kader of the independence
movement, and first (and only) elected Prime Minister, was
Patrice Lumumba, an anti"imperialist widely regarded as а
towering Amcan leader. The CIA· attempted to· assassinate
Lumumba with а Ыological weapon, goiri:g so far as to send the.
headof its MKULTRA program, Dr. Sidney Gottlieb, to the
CЬrigь in 1960. 43 Although''the plan failed, Luriiumba was
later kЦled Ьу CiA-trained Congolese inilitary officers. Later,
one oГthose officers, Joseph Mobutu seized. state power.
Armed revolutionary uprisings, which nearly .toppled the
U.S.-backed regime, were crushed Ьу NATO military interventions (including U.S. mercenaries and troops) in 1964-5,
1977 and 1978.
In this context, Mukendi noted, the Agency for lntemational
Development commissioned а study Ьу the School .of International Studies at ColumЫa University to examine the possiЫlities of limiting the Congo/Zaire's population growth "to
prevent famine." Indeed, Congolese people suffer from severe
malnutrition and almost nonexistent health care and education,
in а country with some of the world' s richest mineral deposits,
especially strategic cobalt, mined Ьу westem multinationals.
40. Paul Wagman, "U.S. Goal: Sterilize Millions of World's Women," St.
Louis Post-Dispatch, quoted in G. Esterman, "Тhe·Master Plan," Womanews
(New York), December/January 1986/87, р. 15.
41. Ana Marfa Garcfa, ор. cit., n. 12; Bonnie Mass, "Puerto Rico: А Case
Study of Population Control," Latin American Perspectives, Fall 1977.
42. In 1971, the CIA-installed dictator Joseph Mobutu Sese Seko changed
the name in an effort to separate his regime from its revolutionary predecessor, the Patrice Lumumba govemment.
43. See John Stockwell, In Search of Enemies (New York: W.W. Norton,
1978), рр. 236-37. And see Assassinations of Foreign Leaders, Report of the
.senate Select Committee on Govemment Operations (the Church Committee),
1976. Mukendi points out that the CIA's attempted poisoning of Lumumba
and its MKULTRA experiments render reasonaЫe the possiЫe later use of
CBW iп Congo/Zaire.
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Mukendi argued that efforts to slow population growth were ·
designed to limit potential recruits for future revolutions. As
one example, he cited the dumping of highly ,toxic radioactive
nuclear wastes in the Congo/Zaire. AIDS, he charged, may
have been the ultimate population control measure. 44
Conclusion
When one examines the charges of the purposeful creation
of AIDS in light of the United States' sordid history of racist
CBW, medical experiments, ahd population control, it is clear
that one should at least Ье open to such ideas or others that may
emerge. The tasks for investigative joumalists are clear.
•
44. Mukendi also referred to а medical experiment to develop an AIDS
vaccine, now under way iп Кinshasa. Тhis project recently received international puЬlicity, particularly conceming the French research director, Daniel
Zagury, who has injected himse\f with the experimental AIDS vaccine. Тhе
experiment involves 12 healthy Congolese апd Europeans who have volunteered to Ье the first human guinea pigs to try out the vaccine. However, the
scientists have refused to reveal the nature of the vaccine, but claim the experiments are harmless. Yet no human trials are scheduled in the U.S. or Europe until later this year. "Zaire is Supporting Immunization Test Against
AIDS Virus," New York Times, January 29, 1987. Why the premature start in.
Africa? Newsday repprted that "controversy has surrounded Zagury Ьecause
of his decision to run the first tests on humans in а Тhird World nation."
RoЬert Cooke, "Tests Foster Hqpe for AIDS Vaccine," Newsday, June 4,
1987, р. 15. Тhе use of Africans before whites to test а possiЫy dangerous
vaccine again illustrates the racist nature of westem medicine. But Mukendi
went further, charging that healthy Congolese-but not whites--are Ьeing injected with the Ыооd of AIDS patients. Press accounts have never mentioned
the allegation, but have called such experiments "impossiЫe," Ьecause of the
danger. Mukendi's charges should Ьe,investigated.

Court AwarCI for
Army CBW Experiment
Thirty-four years after Harold Blauer died, his family
has been awarded $700,000 Ьу а federal court in New
York City. Blauer was receiv1ng treatment for depression at the :New York State Psychi~tric Institute in Manhattan which included а series of injections. Не never
knew that the drugs were coming from the U.S. Army;
nor did he know. that they contained untested, highly
potent mescaline derivatives. After the fifth injection, he
lapsed into а сота and died.
For more than 20 years, the Army's involvement was
kept secret. ln 1975 it was discussed in an unrelated
congressional inquiry, and Blauer's daughters leamed
the real reason for their father's death. А lawsuit, which
took 12 years and culminated in а 109-page decision Ьу
Judge Constance Baker Motley on Мау 5, 1987, was
then brought. The Judge called the incident "а sad
episode in the condцct of the United States Government," а cover-up "to avoid embarrassment and
adverse puЫicity."
Unfortunately, for every case where the facts are
learned, even belatedly, there are hundreds, if not
thousands, about which we never leam. Moreover, а
recent Supreme Court decision has completely insulated
the military from damage claims of servicemembers .
The Blauer award ·will not stop the use of human guinea
pigs, but the Army will рrоЬаЫу stick to its own.
•
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Origin and Spread of AIDS:
Is the West ResponsiЫe?
Ву Robert

Editors' Note: Because Qf space constraints, we are ипаЫе
to puЫish the entire Part / of this atticle in this issue. The rest
will appear with Part Il in our next issue. Because the entire
article was typeset as а unit, there will Ье some cross-references
hereiп to sections or sidebars which do поt appear. They will all
Ье found in the next issue.
·

Did western institutions play а role iп the origin and spread '
of AIDS? Iпcreasingly, tnat' questipn. is }Jeing asked Ьу people
worldwide as the deaЦijoll mounts, p~cularly in Ceпtral
Africa, Brazil, Haiti, ·and in the gay and Third World commuпities ·in western natioпs. In .an ·era of· supposed ".medical
mirac1·~~,':' if is appropriate and urgeпt tь ask why such а deadly new ctisease· ьаs suifaced, and why it affects particular
segments of populations.
Тhе ·westem medical ·estaЪlishment assures us repeatedly
that AIDS is caused Ьу а virus called НIV (Human Immunodeficiency Virus) which mutated пaturally from а harmless monkey virus iп Africa. Тhеу say that the worldwide
spread of AIDS is due only to internatioп.al. sexual contacts,
and that its iпfectioп pattern closely paralleis existing disease
pattems amo_пg the affected populations (as if that should Ье а
comforting fact). They also suggest that heteditary factors
may pla:y а role. AIDS is incuraЫe and invariaЫy fatal, they
insist. ·
"
But everywhere questioпs are arising whether this пеw
syndrome, which appareпtly suifaced оп an iпtemational scale
in the late 1970s, was а natural development. Given the historic oppression of Тhird World and gay people, and the vicious
western response to the сuпепt medical crisis, many people
· suspect AIDS is too coпvenient to Ье coincidental. With
isolated exceptions, the westem political and .medical estaЫishments have failed,-or at best have been criminally slow,
to institute urgently пeeded programs of AIDS treatmeпt, research, and prevention educatioп. Governments,. research
centers and drug cornpanies have ignored апd ridiculed iп
expensive, holistic therapies showing promise for repairiпg
&maged immune systems. Meanwhile, goverпment officials
and rightwing ideologцes, with the help of а compliant media,
have manipulated AIDS hysteria to stoke а racist and anti-gay
political offeпsive. Тhis has already Ied to repressive meas-

* This article is the first of а two-pщt series; the second will appear in the next
issue of CAJB.
The author gratefully acknowle'dges the assistance of the altemative
theorists quoted herein, and of the following: Ben Dupuy and·Jill lves of Нaiti
Ртоgтеs; Mike Salinas of the New Уотk Native; Susan Cavin of Big Арр/е Dyke
News; Tod Ensign of Citizen Soldier; Suz!Ula Cabaiias of the Center for Puerto
Rican Studies at Hunter College; and French Wall of Boston City Councilor
David Scondras's office.
The author will Ье conrinuing this investigation in the months ahead. Не
invites anyone, especially those with scientific or medical expertise, to con·
tact him, с/о the CAJB New Уork office.
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Lederer*

ures that may Ье used agaiпst broader segmeпts of society.
(See sidebar, "U.S. Respoпse to AIDS: Maligп Neglect and
Social Repressioп. ")
Тhе West's haпdliпg of AIDS simply amplifies historic
p11,tterns. Gay mеп and lesЬians have faced scom, discrimiпa
tioп, and violeпt attacks for ceпturies-пot опlу at the social
level, but also througb iпstitutioпal policies of govemmeпt,
religioп апd. mediciпe. At the same time, the history of westem
domiпatioп of the Third World and organized racisrn is well
documeпted. Not least amoпg the weapoпs used have Ьееп
geпocidal programs of populatioп coпtrol, medical experimeпts, and couпteriпsurgeпcy, iпcluding chemical and Ьio
logical warfare (CBW) ~gaiпst revolutioпary movemeпts and
states. Sometimes tЬе three programs have overlapped. (See
CBW article.in this issue.)
А variety of iпtematioпal media have proposed that AIDS is
а product, accideпtal or putposeful, of this history. If AIDS
did, iп fact, result from CBW, we will рrоЬаЫу пever fiпd the
"smokiпg guп"; that is the пature of such schemes. 1 It is
important пoпetheless to exa.miпe all straпds iп the complex
web of social, political, and eпviroпmeпtal iпflueпces оп this
disease syпdrome.
This article, aloпg with the accompanyiпg historical overview, will analyze the major altemative theories of the origiп
зnd spread of AIDS. These studies iпclude not опlу а discussioп of the hypotheses of CBW and. medical experimeпtatioп, ·
but also of the "normal" fuпctioпiпg of westem medical .and
political institutioпs which may have origiпated or facilitated
the spread of this disease and others. Еvеп if all these theories
prove wroпg with respect to AIDS, they provide ап educatioпal-and chilliпg-joumey through the sordid worlds · of
U.S. CBW, "developmeпt" programs, and profit-orieпted
westem medicine.
Six Theories of AIDS Origin
Six theories which propose а particular virus or toxiп as the
primary cause of AIDS will Ье examiпed. First, the "official
theory" of the natural origiп of the HIV virus. Then, five
altemative theories: а geпetically-eпgiпeered HIV virus; diQxin; maguari and deпgue viruses; African swiпe fever virus;
.and, finally, щultiple factors (по single microbe).
Growiпg пumЬers of scientists have coпcluded that НIV is
not the agent causiпg AIDS. For that reasoп, it seems extremely uпlikely that НIV was geпetically-eпgiпeered iп а
CBW research project. Beyond that, it seems too early to draw
1. Because of the absence of а "smoking gun," some left groups have dismissed the possibllity altogether. For example, а booklet on AIDS puЫished
Ьу Line of March asserts that the CBW hypothesis "actually undennines а
truly effective critique of the U .S. govemment's backward role [in fighting
AIDS] Ьу putting forward а headline-grabblng claim with no substantiation."
Nancy Кrieger and Rose Appleman, The Politics of AIDS (Oakland: Frontline
Pamphlets, 1986), р. 10.
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conclusioпs. Each of the other theories. are powerfully
suggestive. Апd пеw evideпce of ап AIDS-CBW link тау yet
соте

to light.
But whichever ageпt plays the ceпtral role in. AIDS, it will
not provide the full explaпatioп for this сотрlех sупаrоте.
Тhat depeпds оп the preseпce of various co-factors which тау
make опе vulпeraЫe to AIDS. Ап aпillysis of these cofactors, апd the role of western iпstitutions iп creatiпg theт,
will Ье the subject of the secoпd part of thi~ article (to appear iп
the пехt issue of СА/В).
The "Official" Theory
Accordiпg to most maiпstreaт scieпtists iпvestigatiпg
AIDS, the syпdrщ:ne is caused Ьу а retrovirus (а пewly
discoveted form of virus) origiпally called HTLV-Ш or LAV,
апd поw laЬeled НIV. Dr. Robert Gallo of the National Сапсеr
Institute iп Bethesda, Maryland, апd Dr. Luc Moпtagnier ·of
the Pasteш Iпstitute iп Paris, Fraпce, both regarded as distinguished research scieпtists, each claiт to have discovered
·
HIV iп 1983-4. 2
Iп spite of recurrent challeпges Ьу other scieпtists, апd
sigпificaпt questioпs about sоте of the laboratories iп-

2. Gallo and Montagnier waged а lengthy legal battle Ьefore reaching а
settlement in March 1987 sharing credit and assigning royalties for the ЩV
antiЬody test (widely used in Ыооd tests) to an AIOS research foundation.
'

volved, 3 the HIV explaпatjol) for AIDS has Ьееп disseтiпated
so widely. iп the тedica1 community-aпd the popular тedia
-that it is поw ап article of faith. But coпstaпt repetitioп of а
· theory does прt reпder it proveп; it is still only а theory. In fact,
severiil well-researched critiques of this theory have appeared
iп print, the тost coтprehensive of which was puЬlished Ьу
Dr. Peter Duesberg, а molecular Ьiologist at the University of
California. 4 (For а full critique of the HIV theory, see
Nathaniel Lehrmaп, "ls AIDS Noп-Iпfectious?" in this issue.) Duesberg coпcludes that HIV may siтply Ьесоте
activated after а prior microbe-caused iпfectioп produces
immuпe suppression. At тost, he тaintaiпs, HIV may produce а тild iпfectioп that iп опlу some cases is followed Ьу
full-Ыowп AIDS. Thus HIV can Ье а good marker to screen
3. А Wall Street JQurnal investigation in DecemЬer 1986 concluded that the
CDC AIDS laboratory "has been crippled Ьу ego clashes, professional
jealousies and perhaps worse. For months it has Ьееn dogged Ьу allegations
of hampered research, political meddling, and even saЬotaged experiments."
The article also descriЬed the inexplicaЫe failure of the ODC lab to analyze а
sample of НIV isolated "from \\. batch ()f Ыооd samples collected in Zaire in
1976-the oldest AIOS virus ever found." А technician involved was barred
from sending the samples out for analysis; and his records of the work, which
might have yielded "important clues to the evolution of the disease," later
"mysteriously disappeared." Лfter the disillusioned teфnician had quit, the
samples were apparently sent out. Jonathan Kwitny, "At CDC's AIDS Lab:
Egos, Power, Politics and Lost Experiments," Wall Street Joumal, DecemЬer
12. 1986, р. 16.
4. Cancer Research, March 1987.

'

AIDS: Тhе Medical Facts
AIDS; Acquired lmmune ·Deficieпcy Syпdroтe, is .the
of imтuпe systems, leavirig the body defense•
less agajnst а тyriad of пormally barmless micro-orgaп
isms. AIDS causes the developтeпt of: unusual diseases
called opportunistic iпfectioпs (because tbey take the
opportunity of imniune deficieпcy to iпfect the body). Мапу
such iпfectioпs-viral, bacterial, апd parasitic-have Ьееп
listed Ьу the U.S. Ceпters for Disease Coпtrol (CDC).
Amoпg the тоrе соттоn are pneumocystis carinii pneumonia (РСР), а lung iпfectioп, апd candida ·alblcans, а
fuпgus creatiпg scabs апd lesi1:>ns оп the lips, тouth апd
throat. Iп other cases, AIDS results iп Kaposi' s sarcoma, а
previously rare skiп сапсеr which produces purple ulcers.
More recently, it has Ьееп recogпized that AIDS сап also
directly cause degeпerative braiп disorders.
Iп the generally accepted theory of how AIDS works,
"HIV [huтап iтmuпosuppressant vinis], the so-called
'AIDS virus,' infects the Т cells [а type of white Ыооd
cell], especially theТ4 or helper Т cells, which coпtrol the
immune system. The helper Т cells normally recogпize for·eigп proteiпs, апd iпstruct the В cells ([aпother type of
white Ыооd cells which comprise] а differeпt part of the
immune systeт) to produce specific aпtibodies which
attack the invading orgaпisт. Iп AIDS, the virus kills most
of the helper Т cells, so the iттuпе systeт caпnot ideпtify
the disease-causiпg orgaпism. The В cells do geпerate lots
of antibodies, but they are the wroпg опеs. Therefore, the
body саппоt resist certaiп opportuпistic iпfectioпs апd
caпcers which, normally, it could easily coпtrol." (Johп S.
destructioп
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James, "DNCB AIDS/ARC Treatment," New York Native,
December 15, 1986; р. 21.)
·''
ARC, or AIDS-R,elated Complex, is а coпditioп of тild
immuпe suppressioп which may iпclude swolleп glaпds,
extreтe fatigue, weight loss, fungal mouth iпfectioпs,
decreased Ыооd platelets (cells preveпtiпg excess Ыeed
iпg), and chroпic diarrhea. ARC often reтaiпs staЫe; iп
some cases it progresses to AIDS.
Means of Transmission ·.
Most of the transmission methods of AIDS are well estaЬlished, although there reтaiпs. some coпtroversy. This
much is clear: AIDS is first апd foremost а Ыood-borne
disease. That is, it is most efficiently traпsтitted through
direct transmission of iпfected Ыооd or sетеп iпto а persoп' s Ыoodstream. That сап hарреп via coпtaтiпated
hypodermic пeedles--either iп а cliпical settiпg where
scarce disposaЫe syriпges are reused, or атопg iп
traveпous drug users who share their "works." Aпother
such mode is the traпsfusioп of infected Ыооd, or in the
case of heтophiliacs, ап iпfected dose of "Factor VIII," а
Ыood-clottiпg substance vital for their survival. (However,
Ыооd screeпiпg tests iпstituted since 1985 have рrоЬаЫу
eliтiпated rriuch of this рrоЫет iп the western world.)
Sexual traпsmission of AIDS is most likely duriпg апаl
sex, when tiny tears .iп the rectal тucous тетЬrапеs сап
create opeпiпgs through which iпfected sетеп тау eпter the
'Ыoodstreщn. (Sоте d<;>ctors believe semeп сап directly
eпter the Ыооd еvеп without such tears.) This is the тost
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stored Ыооd for possiЫe AIDS infection, but it is unreliaЫe in
individual Ыооd tests, except among members of groups at
high risk for AIDS.
·
Mainstream scientists say that HIV was а harmless virus
in Central African green monkeys which jumped species to
humans through Ьites or meat consumption, and mutated to а
form that produced AIDS. According to this theory, after its
"natural" origin in poor, rural areas of Central Africa, AIDS
spread ·to the region's cities as residents of the countryside
migrated there. As Jor the timing, Gallo cites evidence of НIV
antibodies in frozen :Ыооd samples of Africans takeh as far
back as 1959 to demonstrate that the disease clearly began in
Africa long before its appearance elsewhere (generally agreed
to Ье 1977-78). 5
·
But а host of evidence challenges this speculative line ·of
thought. First, the green monkey theory has major proЫems.
(See Lehrman article in this issue.) Second, scientists note
that as frozen Ыооd gets .oJder, if not stored properly, it will
often register "false ·positive" readings of antibodies. 6 Third,
5. Several retrospective 'studies of Ыооd samples purport to show HIV
widespread jп Africajп the 1960s апd early 1970s. The largest such study,
widely quoted, was based оп" Ugaпdan' childreп, taken iп 1972-73, which
shows two-thirds wiЩ НIV antibody but попе with AIDS. Аnп Giudici Fettпer
and William А. Check, The Truth About AIDS (New York:. Holt Riпehart &
Wiпstoп, 1984), р. 203.
'
· ·
6. Luc Moпtagпier, as quoted iп Jakoб.aпd Lilli Segal, AIDS: USA-Home

common means of spread among gay men, but is also а risk
for women who engage in this practice. Similarly, penilevaginal sex where the vagina isinjured or has an open sore
can provide anotlier means of transmission (from male to
Jemale). However, the tougher nature of the vaginal
membranes renders the chances of semen entering the
Ыoodstream vaginally much' less likely than .rectally. (The
question 'of female-to-male transmission is highly con~
troversial. Although there may Ье some such cases, Фе
evidence is ·slim.) None of these points, bowever, means
that sexual intercourse without а condom is а practice without risk of AIDS.
The final estaЫished mode of transmission is from
mother to unborn infant, through means thus far undetermined. Some cases have been recorded where the
mother did not have AIDS at the time of giving Ьirth, but did
test positively for HIV. In any event, the result has been the
horriЫe reality ofbabies bom with AIDS. In the U.S., 90
percent of these infants are non-white:
One unconfirmed transmission mode is insects, with
particular attention to mosquitoes and ticks in tropical
regions. (See "Altemate Theory #3: Maguari and Dengue
Viruses," in accompanying article.) From evidence in. some
poor neighborhoods in Florida, there seems to Ье а strong
case that bad sanitation-open sewers, stagnant water
supplies, windows without screens-may Ье breeding
grounds for AIDS.
All medical researchers, except а few with clearly stated
rightwing Ьiases, agree that AIDS cannot Ье spread Ьу
casual contact, whether in the workplace, school, or home.
Тhis includes human touch, food handling, sharing Ъath
rooms and beds, sneezing, coughing, etc. Long term studies of реор!е with AIDS Jiving with their families have
clearly estaЫished this, as have scientific examinations of
fluids from реор!е with AIDS once outside the body. А
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if in fact there were many НIV-infected people in Africa beginning in the 1960s, why wasn't a,major AIDS outbreak recorded
then? U.S. AIDS "experts" argue that the poor quality of
medical facilities in much of Africa-and the fact that several
AIDS-related illnesses were around long before the 1970s
-c-might have prevented its identification until U.S. doctors
noted the syndrome in 1981. But. surely such an epidemic as
suggested Ьу the Ыооd studies would not have gone completely unnoticed. And utban uppercclass Africans and European re,sidents' have always had access to quality medical
care. Indeed, it is among these classes that AIDS was first
diagnosed in 1982 when they visited Europe desperately seeking medical care for а new seemingly incuraЫe disease; then,
retr9spective evaluation of others' medical records dated the
first African cases to 1978. 7
Made Evil, по date, по puЫicatioп iпformatioп (с. 1986), р. 28. А detailed
critique of the frozeп Ыооd "evideпce" of AIDS is on рр. 26-33.
7. А study of cases of cryptococcal meпiпgitis (СМ), ап AIDS-associated
infectioп, at the Uпiversity Hospital iп Кiпshasa, Coпgo/Zaire, showed that
the iпfectioп, very rщ Ьefore 1978, dta!Jlatically increased that year, as did
the mortality rate (up from 43 to 100 perceпt). Study Ьу Aпtwerp Iпstitute of
Tropical Diseases, quoted iп Graham Hartcock апd Eпver Carim, MDS: The
Deadly Epidemic (Lопdоп: Victor Gallaпcz Ltd" 1986), р. 120. Four researchers who studied Ыооd test results of 4,000 Africaпs in seveп couпtries
coпcluded, "It would seem that the epidemic of AIDS iп Africa started at about
the same time as, oreveп later than, the epidemics iп America or Europe." G.
Huпtsman et al., reported in British Medical Journal (date uпstated), as
. quoted. iп Напсосk апd Carim, ор. cit., р. 119.

1985 study showing the presence of minute amounts of
HIV in saliva and tear drops was consciously distorted Ьу
sensationalist media and rightwing politicians to generate
needless hysteria. There has never been а documented case
of AIDS spread through sharing cups or kissing. However,
as а precaution, some doctors advise avoiding deep kissing
involving exchanges of large amouцts of saliva.
Measures to prevent the spread of AIDS, as recommended Ьу experts, include avoiding taking semen into
one's body or shanng intravenously used needles. The use
of condoms is essential, though not foolproof. More
specific lists of sexual "do's and don'ts" are availaЫe from
many AIDS service organizations. What is unfortunately
not so often mentioned are equally important health practices to maintain one's immune system. It is increasingly
clear that а damaged immune system makes one susceptiЫe to AIDS. Thus, it is important to maintain good nutrition and try to avold highly processed, devitalized foods in
general, and sugar and white flour in particular. Also important is avoidance of "street" drugs, some of which are
profound immune suppressors. This is particularly true of
"poppers,'' or nitrite inhalants, а popular drug among gay
men. Also important health-maintenance measures are
stress reduction, adequate sleep and exercise. (For more
specific advice оп immune-strengthening measures, consult the Resource List following this article.)
•
Sources: Victor Gory, M.D., Understanding AIDS: А
Cotnprehensive Guide (New Brunswick, New Jersey:
Rutgers University Press, · 1985); Institute · of Medicine,
National Academy of Sciences, Mobilizing Against AIDS
(Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press,
1986); and Gay Men's Health Crisis, Ап Оипсе of Prevention is Worth а Pound of Сиге: Safer Sex Guidelines (New
York: GMHC, 1986).
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Ье Iooked on with suspicion until more complete information is
availaЫe. This means that all of the various alternative
theories should Ье fully explored.

Altemative· Theory # 1:
Geпetically-Eпgiпeered HlV

In the U.S., movements ofpeople with AIDS
(PWAs) and supporters, led Ьу lesblans and gay men,
have mounted angry protests against mandatory HIV
antibody testing and goveгnment inaction оп
treatments. Credit: Donna Binde~.
Тhе "official" theory of the spread of AIDS from Africa to
the Westem Hemisphere has been stated Ьу Gallo: "It appears
that after remaining localized for some time [in limited parts of
central Africa], the virus began spreading to the rest of central
Africa during the early 1970s. Later in that decade it reached
Haiti and may have reached Europe and the Americas from
there." 8 After the Belgian Congo won its independence in
1960, several hundred Haitian teachers moved there to help
their sister French-speaking country. lt has been suggested
that some may have become infected with AIDS and spread it
sexually upon their retum home. lt is then speculated that
North American gay tourists in Haiti, а popular gay vacation
spot in the 1970s, may have contracted the disease from male
prostitutes-of which there were (and still are) many. From
there, it is theorized, traveling gays spread AIDS throughout
the U.S. and Europe, and gay intravenous (IV) drug users
spread it to other IV drug users through shared needles.
But this theory is purely speculative, and there are other
equally logical explanations for the intemational spread of
AIDS. 9 For now, any dogmatic adherence to а particular place
and time of origin, or а particular path of transmission, should

8. Robert Gallo, "The AIDS Virus," Scientific American, January 1987,
47, 56.
9. For example, AIDS might have spread Ьу the corporate purchase of
human Ыооd-а common practice in Haiti and central Africa through the late
1970s-for use in transfusions and vaccines in the West. The Ыооd
transmission theory will Ье explored in the second part of this article, in the
next issue.
Also, Ben Dupuy, editor of the New York newspaper Haiti Progres, told
the author that most Haitians who left the Congo went directly to the U.S. and
Canada, rather than returning home, where repression had worsened Ьу the
late l 970s. Dupuy and others have called the African/Haitian origin theory
"racist." If anything, they argue, AIDS was more likely spread to Third World
countries Ьу traveling westerners, instead of the reverse. In addition, it has
Ьееn suggested that there is а secret-CBW facility at the U.S. base at Мбlе St.
Nicholas, Haiti.
It is true that some racists have used the official theory to Ыаmе Africans
and Haitians for AIDS. However, severa\ ofthe alternative theories in this article suggest that valid evidence of an African or Haitian origin of AIDS, implicating western institutions, may yet emerge. See also CBW article in this
issue, п. 36, for suggestions of CBW facilities оп secret U.S. military bases
in Congo/Zaire and Haiti.

рр.
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Two East German microЬiologists, Jakob and LiШ Segal,
have puЫished the .most detailed argument for а chemicalЬiological warfare (CBW) origin of AIDS. 10 This is the
current theory widely quoted Ьу the Soviet Union and reprinted
in the intemational press. Тhе Segals agree with estaЫish
ment scientists that HIV is the cause of AIDS, but maintain it
was genetically engineered Ьу the U.S. Army and then
released unknowingly through an experiment on human guinea
pigs. They call AIDS "а military Ьlunder." Asserting that
AIDS first appeared in New York in 1979, then in Europe and
Africa in 1982, they posit the following scenario: 11
First, the U .S. Army's CBW laboratory at Fort Detrick,
Maryland, in violation ofthe treaty signed Ьу the U.S. in 1972,
continued CBW research and development. Then, as the technology of genetic engineering emerged in the mid-1970s, the
military moved to hamess it for CBW use.
At Fort Detrick, the. Segals continue, it was customary to
use, in experiments with disease-causing agents, "volunteer"
prisoners promised release if they survived. In 1977 "the first
.test persons were рrоЬаЫу infected" with genetically engineered HIV. But since no serious symptoms were noted, even
after а year, apart from cases of apparently tiarmless swollen
lymph glands, the newly created pathogen was regarded as
ineffective and the "volunteers" were rele'ased.
Finally, they say, "Criminals who had engaged in homosexual practices during the long time of their imprisonment
obviously concentrated in the nearest Ьig city after their
release; it is therefore logical that after the end of the incubation
period, i.e., about 1979, the first AIDS cases should have
been registered in New York, to begin with, exclusively
among homosexual men .... AIDS cases were reported in. Eutope and Africa three years later [1982) .... In many cases the
primary infection may Ье traced back to the USA [viit sexual
contact with visiting gay or heterosexual men.]"
Analysis of the Theory
Let us examine these premises. Тhе Army 's continued
CBW activity, in violation of the 1972 tteaty, is clearly true.
Army use of genetic engineering in CBW work since at least
the 1970s is also known.
Тhе use of prisoners as guinea pigs is also bome out Ьу
historical data. (See accompanying article оп CBW.) As the
Segals accurately note, there is а long history of illness among
experimental subjects at Fort Detrick, though never а recorded
epidemic. However, there is no information as to whether
prisoners were actually infected with AIDS there in 1977.
Moreover, ·the description of the movements of released
prisoners is questionaЬle. Тhе "nearest Ьig city" to Frederick,
Maryland, is either Baltimore or Washington, (each about 45 _
miles away), not New York City (200 miles away). Since Fort
Detrick has historically used prisoners from local institutions, many from Baltimore or Washington, it would bolster

10. Segal and Segal, ор cit,,
11. Ibld., рр. 2, 12, 13, 15.

п.

6.
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the Segals' arguments if AIDS had first appeared in those
cities.
Тhе later onset of AIDS in Africa is also questionaЫe.
Growing epidemiologic evidence suggests outbreaks of AIDS
in 1977-78 in the U.S., Haiti, Brazil, and central Africa. The
first cases in the rest of the world apparently came а few years
later .
. \Vhat of the science behind_ фе Segals' theory? They devote
seven pages to а specific · analys1s of the · HIV genetic
structure. In addition, John Seale, а London specialist in
veneral disease, and RoЬert Strecker, а Los Angeies iritemist,
have each 'put foiward the theory of а genetically~engineered
НIV, with slight techniCal differences, a1though the· t\yo have
Ыamed the Soviet Union for AIDS. 12 (See sidebar .)
Тhese advocates of the artificial юv· theory all note the
stru.ctural similarities of HIV to visna virlls, а pathogen in
sheep which causes а seriousbrain disease with some similarities to AIDS. The Segals say, "There c6uld not have be~n
а coincidental, spontaneous :µ-ansiti9n 'from visna to AIDS
virus [НIV]. ". Rather, феу arglie iiiat the visna virus was
artificially comblned with the НТLV"I viru~, another retrovirus which some $cientists say · causes human lymphoma, а
cancer of the white :ыооd cells.
·
'
According to the Seg~s. НIV is "а system of two comporients of different origin, artificially joined through genetic
enginyering. " 13 Seale and Strecker agree that visna is one of
the C<?mponents; as the second part of lIIV; Seale proposes
equine · (horse) infectious anemia virus while Strecker suggests bovine (cow) leukemia virus. The two doctors note that
the techniques for la~9ratory growth of suc}J ariimal viruses. in
''
humari cells had'just бeeri developed in the eariy 1970s..
Тhese theorists argue that certain traits noted in НIV give
support to the idea that it was artificially created. The Segals
say HIV's "numeroщ; mutati()ns" demonstrate that it is а
recently created comblnation, "both parts of which have iюt yet
had time to co-ordinate w.ith each other .... lt could hardly Ье
assumed that а system with such а marked genetic instabllity
should Ье the result of а Ьiological evolution." 14 Seale
claims that "the modes of transmission of AIDS are highly
suggestive of а man-made virus. " 1 ~ Не explains that the
Ьlood-bome spread of AIDS "would Ье expected" if HIV had
resulted from а laboratory comЬination of viruses in human
cell cultures:
However, other authorities disagree strongly. Dr. Richard
Tedder, consultant virologist at Middlesex Hospital in England, rejects the theory, saying it is not possiЫe for visna
virus to have been changea into an agent that attacks human
beings. 16 А more detailed critique comes from Dr. David
Dubnau, Chairman ofthe Microblology Departmentat the Public Health Research Institute in ·New York and research pro"
fessor of microblology at the New York University School of
Medicine.
Dubnau has been ae'tive. for years in the movement against
U.S. CBW research, and testified in the 1986 suit brought Ьу
the Foundation of Economic Trends against the Army's Dugway Proving Grounds in Utah, forcing the preparation of an
12. John Seale, letter to Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine, August
1986; RoЬert Strecker ,letter to Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine, SeptemЬer 1986.
13. Segal and Segal, ор. cit., рр. 11-12.
14. !Ьid.
15. Seale, ор cit., n. 12.
16. Hancock and Carim, ор. cit., n. Х,,р. 73.
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environmental impact statement. Dubnau studied the analyses
of the Segals, Seale, and Strecker, and told the author, "They
are simply wrong. They claim that HIV is closely related to
visna. lt is somewhat related but not closely. There are
hundreds of individual diffetences distributed along the length
of the virus. If recomЬination with another virus had occurred,
HIV would .have а Ьig section of each parent, but each section
would Ье nearly identical to its parent. That is not the case."
Dubnau also rejects the argument that HIV's mutations
show its artificial origin. "Many tecoщblnant molecules are.
perfectly staЫe. On the other·hand, the reason we keep having
new flu epidemics is that the influenza virus mutates in
nature." Dubnau also says that "you c·an't tell from the mode of
transmission how а virus originated-that' s not evidence of
anything."
·
Finally, it must Ье pointed out that the entire artificial HIV.
theory rests on the assumption that in fact HIV is the virus
which causes AIDS, а theory which has become increasingly
questionaЫe. 17 Still, if the artificial-НIV theory is wrong,
that does not rule out а role for CBW-related genetic engineering in AIDS. Given the military's heavy involvementin such
hi-tech CBW research, investigations in this area must proceed.

Alternative Theory #2:
Dioxin
Dioxin, one of the world's most toxic chemicals, is а component in а formula of herblcides called "Agent Orange." This
CBW agent was used Ьу the U.S. military in massive
quantities during the Vietnam W ar to defoliate jungles believed
to shelter guerrillas. Similar herblcides have been used
domestically and intemationally in commercial agriculture.
Dioxins are also released when РСВ, another herblcide, is
bumed. There are herЬicide factories and waste dumps near
several major U.S. cities. Could AIDS Ье one unrecognized
17. In another article in this issue, Dr. Nathaniel Lehrman persuasively
argues against HIV as the cause. However, he also agrees with the Segals, et
al., that HIV was engineered. Не reconciles the two ideas Ьу speculating that
AIDS results from а toxin mixed with genetically engineered НIV to deceive
medical investigators. Не Ьelieves that substance may then have been spread
among the affected populatioщ in а U.S. CBW operation. Dr. Lehrman's
douЬ!e-layered hypothesis, accepting both genetic engineering and toxic cofactors, poses logical difficulties.
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result of dioxin poisoning? This theory hits been proposed Ьу
.two separate re~earchers, Dave Bergh, а Minnesota veterans'
rights and enviionmental activist, and Earl Zela Тех Aldredge,
Director..of the Hazardous Waste Task Force for Jersey City,
New Jersey. Both· are Vietnam veterans. Many of these
veterans developed severe dioxin poisoning through exposµre
to sprayed' regions of Vietnam. Among the Vietnamese
themselves, the toll in illness, deaths, and congenital defects
has been hortendous. (See accompanying article on CBW.)
Parafiels: Dioxin Poisoning and AIDS
What evidence is there that AIDS patients·inay Ье suffering
from dioxin poisoning? Dr. Susan Cavin, а political sociologist, Women's Studies lecturer at g_utgers University, and
editor of Big Apple Dyke News, а New York lesЬian journal,
researched this theory and puЫished а series of articles on it in
1983. 18 She suggested that the nюst likely connectioп to
AIDS is through indirect dioxiп exposure. 19
Dow Chemical, а major dioxiп producer, coпtiпually claims
that the substance's опlу рrоуеп effect is chloracпe, а mild
skin eruptioп. But this is опlу iп cases of direct exposure, апd
only ·the fпst symptom. Iпdirect exposure produces а host of
secondary symptoms. Citiпg studies Ьу Vietпamese Prof.
Ton That Tuцg, the world's forelJlOSt expirt оп dioxiп poisoп
ing, Caviп fouпd 23 sytnptoms of iпdirect dioxiп exposure
which parallel those of AIDS. 20 А federal. health report пoted
in 1983 that "epidemiological evideпce has suggested that
immuпotoxic cЦemicals or factors may a~t as pre-disposiпg
ageпts iп patieпts who develop AIDS," Specifically listed was
а category of. cheinicals iпcludiпg dioxiп. 21 The immuцe
suppressive characteristics of dioxiri have Ьееп docurneпted iп
laboratory, workplace, and eпviroпmeпtal studies. 22
18. Susan cavin, "Un~erified Theory: Is AIDS Dioxin Related?" Big Apple
Dyke News, July 1983; August-SeptemЬer 1983; October-NovemЬer 1983.
· 19. As opposed to direct dolising, this includes walking in an area where
the herЬicide has l>een sprayed or dumped (anywhere from minutes to years
later) or consuming contaminated food or water. Indirect exposure тау also
include sexual contact with а contaminated person. The seriousness of
poisoning, and the time for symptoms to manifest, depend on the degree of
exposure. /Ьid.
20. Among these are: soft tlssue sarcomas (cancerous tumors), weight
loss, lung disorders, thymus and spleen depletio11, liver d;unage, brain disorders, and personality changes. Perhaps the most important AIDS parallel is
the driunatically decreased resistance to infection, <1ccompanied Ьу severe
depletion of T-lymphocytes and leukocytes (white Ыооd cells key to immune
functioning). According to Prof: Ton, serious dioxin poisoning "shows the
clinical tаЫе of а true Addison's diseaSe," which is characterized Ьу fungus
infections, often found in AIDS patients. Ton That Tung, "HerЬicides and
Defoliants in War," Vietnam Courfer, Hanoi, 1983, cited Ьу Cavin, August-September 1983, ор·. cit., n. 18. Lymphomas (lymph nOde cancers) are
present in some AIDS cases and have been linked to dioxin poisoning. Bergh
reports that "U.S."Vietnam veterans are expe'riencing lymphomas at а rate
one-third Ьigher than expected." Dave Bergh, "AIDS Мау Ве Tied to Chemicals/' L!aily Times (St. Cloud, Minn.), SeptemЬer 30, 1983.
21. Natio11al TOJ1icology Program (Department of Health and Human
Services), Annual Plan for FY 1984 (Washington: Government Printing
Offfice, 1983), р. 157. Bergh notes that dioxin causes m\Jtations and
theorizes that dioxin dumping in Central Africa in the l 970s caused HIV, а
previously harmless virus, to change character and become fiercely aggressive, thus producing AIDS.
22. CDC, Morbldity and Mortality Weekly Report, April 6, 1984, р. 160,
citing NIOSH, Current Intelligence Biilletin, Number 40, January 23, 1984;
Michael 1. Luster, RoЬert Е. Faith, George Clark, "Laboratory Studies on the
Immune Effects of Halogenated Aromatics," puЫished in William J.
Nicholson and John А- Moore eds., Health F;.ffects of Halogenated Aromatic
Hydrocarbons (New York: New York Academy of Sciences, 1979), р. 473;
and а study Ьу British researcher, Dr. А. Milton Ward, released Ьу Rep. Tom
Daschle (Dem.-S.D.), of workers exposed to Iarge doses of dioxin, reported
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clear similarity between AIDS апd фохiп
is the delayed oпset of symptoms. AIDS has Ьееп
!?Stimated to have an iпcubatioп period of aпywhere from опе to
seven years. The period for dioxin poisoniпg also vanes substantially depeпdiпg оп dosage, with small exposures takiпg а
loпg time to ipanifest symptoms. 23
А third parallel is the fact that both syпdromes are commuпicaЫe to other people. Although the studies most ofteп
cite surface spread of dioxiп through clothiпg and close personal .coпtact, а possiЫe sexual transmissioп route has also
been suggested. 24
ExpQsure of Vietпamese people and U.S. troops to aerial
spraying is the best kпowp source of dioxiп poisoпing. But
withiп the U.S" according to the federal Eпvironmeпtal Pro-.
tectioп Аgепсу, "the most поtаЫе humaп exposures to
i,3,7,8-TCDD [dioxiп] have occuп,ed through accideпtal
releases iп chemical factories or Ьу exposure to coпtamiпated
materials or areas." 25 Amoпg other exposures cited were
agricultural applicatioпs of herЬicides, iпgestioп of dioxiп
exposed food, and iпhalatiori of burning dioxin wastes. Bergh
and Caviп found а stroпg coirelatioп betweeп U.S. states with
many dioxiп factories or dumps and high rates of AIDS. 26
But if this theory were true, why would AIDS in the U.S.
strike primarily gay mеп, IV-drug users, hemophiliacs,
transfusioп recipieпts, e;iпd the sexual partпers of th.ese
peqple? Тhе СЬС uses the hepatitis-B model to explaiп AIDS;
that is, both diseases affect very similar groups. Accordiпg to
Cavin,. "the Vietnamese dio:x.iп experts are поw pursuirig the
theory tЬat diщiп poisoпiпg follows the Hepatitis-B model of
disease." Cavln argues that if the AIDS-dioxiп theory is true,
"this previous history of Hepatitis-B., ,may explC;lin. why these
subgro~ps get AIDS first. " 27
·
The

secoпd

pQisoniпg

Testing tbe Tbeory
То prove or disprove this theory would require at least two
in Tod Ensign, "The Deadly Truth AЬout Dioxin," G.uardian, July 27, 19/!3,
р.

7.

23. Studies in 1965 and 1969 examiniilg direct exposure from an industrial
accident at а dioxin production plant near Prague·, Czechoslovakia fouцd that
"maximum symptoms were observed aЬout one to two years after the initial
exposure." Article in Bioscience (no citation given), quoted in Cavin, July
1983, ор. cit" р. 17.
·
24. Dr. Arthur Galston, who helped ban the spraying of Agent Orange in
Vieщam in 1970, stated in 1982, "It's now known that in фе seminal fluid [i'>f
exposed people] there !lrt significant traces · of dioxirt." 'This suggests the
theoretical possiЬility of AIDS cases several steps removed from the original
exposure. Speech at Agent Orange Veterans International Convention,
Stamford,. Connecticut, OctoЬer 23, 1982, quott;d iJJ Cavin, July 1983, р. 18.
·25. М.Р. Esposito, et а!" Industrial Environmental Research LaЬoratory,
Dioxins (ЕРА-600/2-80-197) (Washington: Government Printing Office,
1980) р. 223.
26. According to the ЕРА, there are suspected dioxin dump sites at closed
factories in New York City and Newark, New Jersey. Aldredge's Hazardous
Waste Task Force adds that several rivers and bays in the New York-New
Jersey area are also assumed to Ье contaminated. New York City and Newark
are among the cities with the highest per capita AIDS rates in the U.S. Based
on ЕРА information on dioxi11 sites and СОС statistics on AIDS, Cavin found
that 8 out of 9 states (89 percent) high in suspected or confirmed dioxin dump
sites also had high rates of AIDS, while 25 of 26 states (96 percent) with no
known sites were very low in AIDS cases. Cavin, ор. cit" п. 18, AugustSeptember. Bergh noted, "in the U.S" approximately 90 percent (and possiЫy
all) of the reported cases of AIDS occur in states having chemical plants that
produce Agent Orange-type substances." Ор. cit" n. 20.
27. Ibld" October-NovemЬer 1983, р. 10. Cavin adds, "The Vietnamese
dioxin experts write that tЬе first organ dioxin attacks is the liver. People with
previous histories of liver damage [such as caused Ьу hepatitis-B] would Ье
overly sensitive to dioxin in the environment."
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steps. First, relevant epidemiological information would have
to Ье gathered' on people with AIDS (PWAs) with рщ;siЫе
dioxin exposure. 28 But obtaining comprehensive statistics on
such matters will Ье difficult. 29 Second, tests for dioxin
poisoning of а large sample of PWAs would Ье needed. Given
the likely dioxin exposure of many vietnam veterans, tests of
such vets who have AIDS would seem а fruitful beginning.
Prof. Ton writes, "Only the examination of chromosomes has
made it possiЫe to attribute [particular symptoms] to а
serious poisoning Ьу defoliants." 30
But major political obstacles stand in· the way of verification. 31 Independent of any questions regarding AIDS, continual efforts Ьу veterans to have systematic studies done of
dioxin contamination-which could Ье done through Ыооd and
fat testing-have been frustrated. In particular, the CDC and
Veterans' Administration have dragged their feet on such tests
and downplayed the possiЬility that .dit>xin has serious
adverse health effects. 32
However, in the l 960s the chemical industry was quite
willing to run а different kind of dioxin test in total secrecy,
exposing prisoners to dioxin to examine its short-term
effects. (See accompanying CBW article1) We will nevet know
whether some of those prisoners .developed early cases of
AIDS. Ву the time the scandal broke in 1980, none ofthe subjects could Ье located.
Questions About the Theory
But questions about the dioxin-AIDS theory abound. Has
there in fact been а disproportionate development of AIDS
among Vietnam veterans? lf so, why hav.e not more veterans'
advocacy groups called attention to this? How does the theory
explain the dioxin poisoning symptoms apparently not present ·
in AIDS patients--especially cancers other than Kaposi's
sarcoma and chromosomal ·damage (which has already produced birth defects in the next generation)? If the theory is true,
why doesn't Vietnam report an inordinately high rate of AIDS?
lf, as the industrial accident studies show, dioxin poisoning
takes one to two years to manifest, why was AIDS not found
among veterans in the 1960s and early 1970s (after its first use
in Vietnam)? And how would the theory account for the high
AIDS rates in Central Africa, Haiti, and Brazil? ls dioxin being
used in those countries as an herЬicide in agriculture?
Further investigation may yet yield satisfactory answers. to
these questions. In the meantime, perhaps dioxin poisoning
28. Iп her iпformal research, Caviп discoveted ofie suggestive, though
fact: "Over а huпdred gay Yietnam veteraпs liave Ьееп hospitalized
with AIDS iп the Manhattaп У А [Yeterans Admiпistratioп] Hospital iп the last
year [1982-3)." lbld., August-September 1983, р. 20.
29. Тhе CDC told Caviп that their standard AIDS questioппaire iпcludes по
questioп aЬout prior military service. Апd wheп Caviп queried УА officials,
they refused to ackl'lowledge the existeпce of gay veterans iп their hospitals.
Similar resistaпce could Ье expected-from patieпts as well-to апу
ackпowledgmeпt of IY drug use history.
30. Топ Тhat Tuпg, ар. cit" п. 20.
31. Iп 1979, 20,000 Yietпam veterans filed а class-actioп suit agaiпst
seveп dioxiп manufacturers, chargiпg пumerous adverse health effects. (For
decades, members апd former members of the armed services have Ьееп
barred from suiпg the govemmeпt for iпjuries sustaiпed iп the coilrse of their
military service. That Jaw is now uпdergoiпg chaпge, as the Supreme Court
modifies what is knowп as the Feres doctriпe.) Iп 1984, the manufacturers
settled out of court for $180 millioп, partly to avoid revealiпg their medical iп
formatioп. Some veterans are challeпgiпg the settlemeпt, chargiпg that it опlу
. allows meager compeпsatioп per persoп апd deпies the airiпg of the facts.
32. Janet Gardпer, "Aпswers at Last? New Ageпt Oraпge Research," The
Nation, April 11, 1987, рр. 460-463.
uпverified,

Laboratory technicians at the University of Puerto
·Rico work with frozen samples of ШV, which the
"official" theory claims to Ье the cause of AIDS.
Scientists seeking research funds to study other
possihle· causes have faced constant obstacles. Credit: El
NuevoDia.

should tentatively Ье added to the list of co-factors for AIDS.
is, perhaps dioxin .coцtamination weakens one's immune
system, so that when later exposed to whatever agent triggers
AIDS, one is more likely than others so exposed to develop the ·
disease.
Тhat

Altemative Theory #3:
Maguari and Dengue Viruses
The maguari-dengue theory was developed Ьу Mark Е.
Whiteside, M.D., and Caroline MacLeod, M.D., М.Р.Н.,
co~directors of the lnstitute of Tropical Medicine in Miami,
Florida. Тhеу have researched and treated AIDS since 1982,
having examined over five hundred PWAs in both Miami
and Belle Glade, F'iorida. ·тье small rurai to-wn of Belle Glade
has the highest per-capita AIDS rate in the U.S. 33 This poor
migrant worker community has а majority Third World population which includes North American Blacks, Jamaicans,
Cubans, and many Haitians who arrived as refugees in 1980.
The town also has а segregated, white middle-class neighborh(}od, with no known AIDS cases.
Questions about Heterosexual Spread
In analyzing Florida AIDS cases, Whiteside and MacLeod
were struck Ьу the high percentage in the CDC's category of
"unknown cause" or "no identifiaЫe risk" (NIR)--PWAs who ·
are neither g11y men, IV drug users, hemophiliacs, or Ыооd
transfusieln recipients. NIR figures range from 22 percent for
Florida to 30 percent in Miami to 50 percent in Belle Glade. 34
Since separate CDC figures (4 percent in Belle Glade) account
for heterosexual sex with "risk group" members, the CDC сап
33. Amoпg Belle Glade's populatioп of20,000, there have Ьееп 75 reported
cases of AIDS and 200 of AIDS Related Complex (ARC). Whiteside believes
there were 100 more "suspect" cases amoпg those who died without time for
full diagпosis. Surveys show 10 perceпt of the populatioп iп poor пeighbor
hoods tests positive for the НIУ aпtiЬody. Тhе male to female ratio of Belle
Glade's АШS cases is three to опе, much closer to that of the Third World
tlian to the rest of the U.S. (lпterview with Mark Whiteside.)
34. Тhе 50 perceпt Belle Glade figure iпcludes 30 perceпt CaribЬean-Ьom
and 20 perceпt U.S.-bom (mostly Black). М. Whiteside, С. MacLeod, et а!"
"Outbreak of NIR AIDS iп Belle Glade, Fla." (Abstract), Iпtematioпal AIDS
Сопfеrепсе, Atlaпta, Ga" April 17, 1985.
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only attribute these large numbers of NIR cases to ~·ьeterosex
ual trans-rnission," orie step r~riюved from people who have
had se~ with ·~nsk gr()tip" meinbers.
.
Whiteside and MilcLeod emphaticaliy disagree. They
chaЦenge govemmeq~ studies sl}owing that "heterosexual
transmission" is the majot. factor spreading AIDS in tropical
regions. 35 Such studies, ~hiteside.щ-gued in а 1986 Ietter, 36
'

>f·

'

~ ••. ':"

<j ",

35. ~pproximately 85 percent,.~ccord/ng tЬ·w~rld Неаlф Organization figures;"Jiowever, th'at figure is lower ih Цtazil, with large coтпщnities of IV
drug usets, ga)l.men, and male prostit#ies.
36. Letter from Mark Whiteside tq'Kenneth RoЬin, Esq., Лugust 4, 198/i,
'

.

.. .

.

.

were "seriously flawed Ьу overwhelming Ыаs, inadequate
controls, and lack of prospective data." Noting that 15 to 22
percent of AIDS cases in Africa are among children (only half
of whose mothers tested positive), 37 he asked how the sexual

рр. 1, 3. Тhis Ietter was written to а Lyndoп LaRouche-affiliated organization
jp connectioп with its campaigп for а ballot proposition on AIDS. (See sidebar,
"Lyndoп

LaRouche and AIDS Тheorists.")
37. N. Clumeck, "OVerview ofthe AIDS Epidemic and its African Connection," Iпtematioпal Symposium оп African AIDS" Brussels, Belgium, Nov.
22-23, 1985.

U.S. Reaction to .AIDS: Malign Neglect and Social Repression
Of all the westem nations; the United States has. been. фе
most resistant to implementing needed programs. After the
identification of AIDS in 1981 and the rapid recognition of
its disproportionate presence in the gay: and Third World
communities, the Reagan administratiori moved with crim.inal slowness, and then only under strong ·pressure, to institute'AIDS programs. This.is in stark contrast to the rapid
federal research effort after the 1976 Legionnaire's Disease
outbreak, which killed 29 members of the nearly all-white,
heterosexual, male American Legion. As а gay Boston City
Councilor noted, "AIDS among-Central Africans, IV drug
users, Haitians, or Florida's poor bas Ьееn easy for our
govemment to ignore because these groups are pe-rceived as
· politically powerless." 1 Indeed, а federiil health official
told а delegation of gay elected·Officials that "AIDS funding
mtist Ье adjusted to accommodate the· Administration's

· riiilitary ptioriti~s. •.z

·· ·

·

·

Eighteei1 months and thousands of lost lives into the
epidemic, the first meager federal · funding ·was diverted
from existing health programs, including the already underfinanced Indian Health Service. Today, the AIDS budget
has increased, but much money goes to high-tech reseatch
into а possiЫe vaccine which looks increasingly -dцЫpus.
Meanwhile, "the testing of new drugs ·for AIDS proceeds at
а snail's расе." 3 Trials on several promising drugs and
natural .therapies have yet to oegiri: 4 Widespread puЫie.
education, а critical priority to prevent
spread-of AIDS,
has yet to get off the ground. А 1985 congtessional study
on AIDS education programs criticized the "minimuin funding" allocated, ·adding that "one reason may Ье that providing advice on preventive _practices may Ье viewed as con-

the

1. David Scondras, "AJDS: А Medical Reality, А Political Crisis," Guide
to Gay New England, June 1986, р: 4.
· 2. Donald McDonald of the U .S. PuЬ\ic Health Service, lbld ..
3. James Ridgeway, "Killing Them Softly: Reagan's Rea\ AIDS
Policy," Village Voice, M<iy 12, 1987, р. 31.
4. For example, AL-721, а natural food supplement made frpm egg
yolks, has Ьееn f<ivoraЬ\y noted Ьу the National Сапсеr Institute as а
retardant of AIDS iпfection ofT-cells. Yet the U.S. company with the patent refused to produce it, and an AIDS newsletter has repprted that "importaпt federal officials ... want AL-72 \ to never Ье approved, because they
are coЦUnitted to other treatment approaches instead." However, the substance has recently Ьееn made available Ьу PWА Health Group, Вох 234,
70А Greenwich Ave:, New York, NY 10011.
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doning Ыsexuality, homosexuality, or intravenous drug
abuse. " 5 For Вlack and Latino communities, the federal
unwillingness to fund AIDS education has directly contributed to the devastating spread of the disease . .Some
activists have also denounced the refusal either to distribute free needles to IV drug users or to enlarge grossly
underfunded addiction treatment programs.
The AIDS crisis has Ьееn exacerbated Ьу what many call
"the other epidemic": AIDS hysteria and discrimination.
Тhroughout' the westem world·, govemment officials and
rightwing groups have consciously used puЫic fears of
AIDS to advance a'dangerously repressive political agenda.
Тhе corporate;ml?dia have generally been willing .allies in
this process, whicb builds on long-estaЫished popular
revulsion towards gay men (and lesЫans too, though they
have virtually ·escaped AIDS), intravenous (IV) drug users,
Blacks, Latinos, and Third World immigrants. Thus,
tЬose suffering from AIDS are Ьlamed for their disease and
support for treatment is undermined. Among the results
has been а dramatic rise in violence against gays and
lesЫans, some of it explicitly in response to AIDS. Both
people with A1DS (PWAs) and gay people overall have been
fired from jobs, evicted from housing, and denied insurance in increasing numbers; children with AIDS have
been excluded from schools. In the early 1980s, when the
U.S. Centers for bisease Control ·{CDC) listed Haitians as
an AIDS "risk group" (а thoroughly unjustified step later
revoked under co,mmunity pressure), Haitians in the U.S.
experienced vast inc:reases in discrimination and violence
which was already а proЫem for them.
At ilie same time, manipulated puЬlic hysteria ovet the
spread of AIDS has been used to gain support for racist,
anti-immigrant, anti-gay, and anti-worker measures, and to
accelerate а growing trend towards sexual repressionissues on which the well-financed and well-organized New
Right has Ьееn de_veloping its forces since the mid-1970s.
Тhе range of repressive consequences of AIDS is led Ьу
the increasing mandat<?ry use of the misnamed "AIDS
5. Overall, the level of federal spending оп AIDS was denounced in
1986 Ьу the prestigious Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of
Science as "woefully iпadequate." U.S. Coпgress, Office ofTechnology
Assessment, Review of the РиЫiс Health Service's Response to AIDS
(Washingtoп: Govemment Printing Office, 1985), р. 7.
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transmission theory could explain this. Furthermore, he
maintained, "an untreataЫe, sexually-transmitted disease
(like herpes) does not confine itself to а single poor neighborhood. " 38
Whiteside concluded, "the conviction that AIOS is due to
sexual hablts ('promiscuity') among poor people in the tropics
or in South Florida seems to me а narrow and quite prejudiced
attitude."
38. Mark Whiteside, D. Withum, D. Tavris, С. MacLeod, "Outbreak of
пo-ideпtifiaЫe risk AIDS iп Belle Glade, Florida," Iпternatioпal Сопfеrепсе
оп AIDS, Atlanta, Georgia, April 17, 1985.

test"-which is not that at all, but rather а test for antibody
to НIV, the alleged cause of AIDS. Putting 'aside the substantial rate of false readings, а positive result merely
shows one has а limited' possibllity (20-30 percent within
five years, Ьу CDC estimates) ·of later developing AIDS. 6
So-called "confidentiality" rules about test results are often
breached, and once the information is in а govemment file,
it is always subject to release in the future if such protective
rules are repealed. Positive results are already becoming
the basis for discrimination iri employment, insurance, and
immigration. 7
The antibody test has become mandatory for U .S. military personnel, foreign service officers, and Job Corps
applicants (the latter being primarily poor Third World
people). More institutions are imposing this test оп their
employees. (lt is worth noting that this coincides with
drug-hysteria-induced mass urine testing for drug traces.
Both kinds of tests are similarly aimed at intimidating
workers. See Richard Hatch, "Drugs, Politics, and Disinformation," in this issue.) Federal prisons now require
the antibody test for new inmates and state institutions
using these tests have subjetted positive testers to
segregation and harassment. 8 The Reagan administration
has announced mandatory testing for immigrants applying
for permanent resident status.
At all govemmental levels, there are proposals to legalize discrimination against PWAs, people who test antibody
positive, and even people perceived to Ье at risk for AIDS.
In June 1986 the Justice Department ruled that all these
categories of workers may legally Ье fired Ьу their employers. The ruling was widely condemned Ьу puЫic health
organizations and а range qf political figures.
Quarantine, а measure ·totally unjustified and inappropriate for а syndrome like AIDS which cannot Ье spread
6. Bernard Weiпraub, "Health Officials Seek AIDS Test ror Iт
New York Tiтes, Мау 16, 1987. There is а questioп how high
the figure тау rise as tiтe goes оп; sоте say 100 perceпt. See also discussioп of НIV antibody iп Lehrтaп, "Is AIDS Noп-Iпfectious?"
7. Тhе discriтiпatory poteпtial is eпomюus. Studies show НIV aпti
body rates raпgiпg froт 17-67 perceпt атопg U.S. gay теп, 50-87 perceпt
amoпg IV drug users, апd 4-20 perceпt атопg people iп Haiti апd ceпtral
Africa. (Ву coпtrast, the figure is 0.5 to 1 perceпt for the overa!I U .S. populatioп.) Peter Н. Duesberg, "Retroviruses as Carciпogeпs апd Pathogeпs: Expectatioпs and Reality," Cancer Research, March 1987, р. 1212.
8. Such testiпg тау Ье used to ideпtify НIV-positive iптates for possiЫe use as guiпea pigs_ iп AIDS research. Accordiпg to the Juпe 4, 1987
Boston Globe, U.S. governтeпt plaпs for testiпg ап AIDS vacciпe iпclude
the use of federal prisoпers. Iп additioп, Attorney Geпeral Edwiп Meese
has suggested deпyiпg parole to iпmates who test positive to "protect
society ."
тigrants,"
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Theory of Environmental; lnsect-Borne AIDS
Whiteside and MacLeod believe instead that AIDS is а
tropic-based, environmental disease, caused Ьу at least two
arbovirщ;es (insect-bome viruses) called maguari and dengue, both enderriic to tropical regions. According to their
theory, the primary means of AIDS transmission is repeated
bites Ьу Ыood-sucking insects~mosquitoes or tickscarrying the virus from person to person. The secondary means,
they maintain, is through Ыооd transmission, via transfusiphs, needles, and certain forms of sex. Whiteside proposes
а correlation between AIDS and lori.g-estaЫished tropical diseases:
through casual contact, has · been proposed in several
states. No sooner had Califomia voters defeated an AIDS
quarantine referendum (in November 1986) initiated Ьу ultra-rightist Lyndon LaRouche, then the California Department of Health began considering а measure that would
authorize such а step. 9
The June- 1986 Supreme Court decision in Hardwick v.
Bowers, that states may make sex between consenting gay
adults а felony, was clearly influenced Ьу rightwing
organiiing Ыaming gay people for AIDS. It represented а
stark reversal of years of political advances Ьу а wellorganized lesblan/gay rights movement. The ruling sparked
massive angry protests in gay communities around the
·
country.
In the face of the government's refusal to meet the desperate needs of PWAs, comblned with rising discrimination and repression, PWAs and their supporters have
become more politically active. Until recently, lesЬians and
gay men have bome the brunt ofthe organizing work, both in
political action and а vast array of self-help programs. The
wide scale of grassroots education programs has dramatically reduced risky sexual practices in the gay community,
as studies have 'shown. Increasingly, Third World people
(especially lesblans and gays and health workers) are
becoming active in such efforts, often in autonomous programs controlled Ьу their communities.
As the crisis has escalated, and quiet lobbying has
failed, these movements have become louder and more
confrontational. The Haitian community in New У ork
rnounted angry protests early in the epidemic which successfully stopped their false stigmatization as an AIDS
"risk group." In recent years, New York City and San
Francisco have se,en angry demonstrations and civil disobedience in support of gay rights and PWA rights. А newIy insistent demand has been the release of drug and natural
therapies which have shown promise for AIDS, but have
been held up Ьу federal drug regulations. For PWAs, а key
lesson of this organizing has been the important of taking
control of their lives and making their own decisions. As
part of this principle, they have insisted оп the term "People
with AIDS," or PW As, since they do not consider
themselves to Ье passive "AIDS victims."
•
the World War П iпternтeпt of thousaпds of California' s
residents, опе сап uпderstaпd the poteпtial for racist (апd iп this
case, anti-gay) applicatioп of such power. Is it iтpossiЫe to imagiпe а
rightwiпg governтeпt atteтptiпg to quaraпtiпe the mostly Puerto Ricaп
South Вrопх or the heavily gay Greeпwich Village, both New York City
пeighborhoods, iпvokiпg the "health risk" of large пumbers of PWAs
there?
9.

Recalliпg

Japaпese
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AIDS coпespoпds to the lпsect belt iп many parts ·of the
world. Before modem-day AIDS, the regioп of greatest
deпsity of Kaposi's sarcoma (а tumor associated with
AIDS) was оп the border of Zair~ and Uganda. Such tropical
tumors as Kaposi's sarcoma апd Burkitt's lymphoma were
always liпked to enviroщneпtal coпditioпs of climate,
raiпfall, and altitude. 39 The distributioп of these tumors
coпelated with malaria апd. the iпse.ct-bome virus (arbovi. rtis) iпfectioпs. Еvеп more receпt studies show а coпela
tioп of antibodies to HTLV-111/LA V (HIV) and aпtibodies to
malaria.llO
пotes

that· HIV, other retroviruses, and several
AIDS have Ьееп shown to
Ье traпsmissiЫe Ьу iпsects or rodeпts. Further studies are
uпder way iп se;veral couпtries. 41 Не also cites other
arboviruses which are kпоwп to Ье traпsmissiЫe through
Ыооd or sexual means. 42
Clinical experieпce апd home visits Ьу Whiteside апd
MacLeod in the slums of. "Little Haiti'' (а Miami щ:ighbor
hood) and Belle Glade have coпviпced them that ample opporШпities exist for iпsec.t- transmissioп of AIDS. Тhеу documented such serious pilЫic health proЫems as iпadequate
housiпg, overcrowdiпg, ореп waste, апd high mosquito апd
rat pqpulatioпs. Опе result of these coпditioпs is а high rate of
tuberculosis (ТВ), which produces mild immuпe suppressioп. Whiteside апd MacLeod believe ТВ is sometimes а precursor to AIDS. They пoted that amoпg their Haitiaп AIDS
patieпts, 80 perceпt. had previously Ьееп treated for ТВ.· Iп
deed, cases бf ТВ, which were quite rare, have Ьееп
skyrocketiпg iп the very same Тhird World commuпities-iп
both tropical апd temperate climates-where cases of AIDS
are also dramatically оп the rise. 43
The d.octors further hypothesize as follows: А persoп
already weakeпed Ьу 'ГВ or other serious iпfectioпs is then
particularly, vulпeraЫe to AIDS if repeatedly Ьitteп Ьу iпsects
caпying arboviruses. Wben two or more arboviruses are
preseпt iп опе's body iп sufficient quantity, they .сап Ыепd апd
. · Whiteside

opportuпistic iпfections commoп ·iп

39. R.J.C. Harris, "Aetio1ogy of Ceпtra1 American Lymphomata," British
Medical Bulletin 20(2):149-153, 1964. ·
40. R.J. Biggar"M. Ме1Ьуе, P.S. Sariп et а1., "ELISA HТLV Retrovirus
Aпtibody Reactivity Associatt;d with Malar,ia and Immuпe Complexes iп
Healthy Africans," Lancet П:520-523, 1985.
4i. А report iп Lancet, the British mediCa1 jouma1, showed survival of HIV
iп the commoп Ьedbug. S.E Lyoпs, P.G. Jupp, апd B.D. Schoub, "Sul"Viva1
of НIV iп the Commoп Bedbцg," Lancet, Jц1у 5, 1986, р. 45. S. BechNie1son, et а1" "Natural mode of transmissioп of the boviпe 1eukemia virus:
ro1e of Ыood-sucki~g iпsects," American Journal of Veterinary Research,
39:1089-92, 1978; C.J. Isse1, L.D. Foil, "Studies oil equiпe iпfectious aп
emia virus transmission Ьу iпsects," Journal of the American Veterinary
Medical Association, 184:293-97, 1984, as quoted Ьу Whiteside, ор. cit" п.
38, р. 4. Whiteside says pпeumocystis cariпii, ап opportuпistic iпfectioп iп
AIDS, is knowп to Ье carried Ьу rats. Не is curreilt1y workiпg оп а study of
iпsect transmissioп of HIV iп coпjuпctioп with the Natioпa1 Iпstitutes of
Hea1th. Other such studies are uпder way iп the CDC's Ft. Colliпs, <;o1orado
1аЬ, and iп France, Puerto Rico, Trjцidad апd Рапаmа.
42. Accordiпg to Whiteside, Africaп Swiпe Fever virus (iп pigs) and Ыuе
toпgue virus (iп bulls) сап Ье transinitted sexually. Rift Valley Fever has Ьееп
transmitted iп 1аЬ accideпts from animal carcasses to people.
43. Whiteside reports 300-400 пеw ТВ cases а year iп Miami, coпceпtrated
iп such poor B1ack пeighborhoods as Liberty City апd Overtowп. Iп New
York's ghettos апd barrios, а similar ТВ upsurge has Ьееп occ·uпiпg,
a1though hea1th officia1s have covered up the exteпt of the proЫem.
ChristopherNorwood, "ТВ Makes а Comeback," Newsday, :Мау 28, 1987, р.
82.
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form а пеw, more viruleпt virus. Iп addition, antibodies to one
virus сап paradoxically increase the growth of aпother. 44
The result сап Ье severe damage to the immune system. Like
iп test-tube апd aпimal studies, dormant retroviruses are then
"switched оп" or activated. 45 HIV is опе of those. Opportuпistic infectioпs can theп invade the body.
Evidence of Arboyiruses in PWAs
Attemptiпg to test the theory, Whiteside апd MacLeod rап
tests for antibodies to over 50 arbovi:ruses iп the Ыооd of
PWAs iп tropical Florida. Тhе results were striking, showiпg
large perceпtages haviпg antibodies to two arboviruses iп particu1ar: dengue and maguari. 46 Deпgue causes dengue
fever, а paiпful, flu-like illness with four separate viral varieties. The parallels betweeп AIDS апd dengue are quite striking. 47 .Мaguari has поt yet Ьееп showп to cause human or
animal illпess, but is iп а family (buпyamwera) which iп
cludes viruses with а documeпted role iп African cases of
Kaposi's sarcoma before that disease became а maпifestatioп
44. The· theory Ьу which Whiteside and MacLeod explaiп the suggested
iцvo1vemeпt of two (or more) viruses iп causiпg AIDS draws оп two coпcepts
recogпized iп mediciпe, a1though поt iп re1atioп to AIDS: genetic recomblna-

tion and immuno/ogic enhancement.
45. Whiteside 1etter, ор. cit" р. 3-4. Опе such study cited: А.К.
llarrisoп, F.A. Murphy, "Muriпe Oпcomavirus Activatioп iп the Paпcreas
Puri.пg Iпfection with Veпezue1an Equiпe Eпcephalitis," Journal of the
National Cancer Institute, 55:917-19, 1975.
46. In опе study of South Florida PWAs, 100 perceпt of Haitians and 33
perceпt of U.S. gay mеп showed _positives for deпgue 1 or 2 virus. C.L.
MacLeod, М.Е. Whiteside, ·et а1., "Dengue Immuпo1ogic Епhапсеmепt Studies iп Haitiaп Patieпts with the Acquired lmmuпodeficieпcy Syпdrome
(AIDS)," Abstract of paper preseпtep to the Americaп Society of Tropica1
Med~ciпe and Hygiene, Baltimore, Mary1and, December 3-6, 1984. Another
study' of 15 Haitiaiis showed simi1ar resu1ts, and iп а coпtro1 group of 45
hel\].thy Haitians, 93 peri:eпt also showed deпgue antibodies. М.Е. Whiteside, C.L. MacLeod et а1" "AпtibQ<lies to ArЬoviruses iп Patieпts with .the
Acquired Immunodeficieпcy Syndroщe (АЦ>S)," Abstract of paper preseпted
to the American Society of Tropica1 Mediciпe and Hygieпe, Baltimore, Mary. 1and, DecemЬer 3-6, 1984. See also Sereпa Stockwell, "Deпgue arЬovirus
cdu1d Ье щarker for AIDS; possiЫe liпk to mosquitos beiпg studied,"
Oncology Times 111:10, OctoЬer, 1985.
In а study of 55 Belle Glade PWAs and 55 healthy coпtro1s, 87 perceпt of
the PWAs and 3(:i perceпt of the coпtro1s had maguari antibodies. С. L.
MacLeod, et а1., "AпtiЬody to Maguari iп Patieпts with the Acquired Immuпodeficieпcy Syпdrome (AIDS)," Abstract of paper preseпted to the
Americaп Society of Tropica1 Mediciпe апd Hygieпe, Miami, F1orida,
NovemЬer 4-7, 1985. А secoпd-study fouпd 94 perceпt of PWAs had antiЬodies to maguщi, compared to 15 _perceпt amoпg healthy coпtro1s. С. L.
MacLeod, et а!., "Case-Coпtro1 Study of the Acquired Immuпodeficieпcy
Syпdrome (AIDS) iп Bel1e G1ade, Florida," Abstract of papet preseпted to the
American Society ofTropical Mediciпe and Hygieпe, Deпver, Co1orado, DecemЬet 8-11, 1986. Evideпce of several other arboviruses was a1so fouпd,
although iп much 1ower quantities: Teпsaw, Chagres, Madrid Guama, and
Rift Valley Fever. М.Е. Whiteside, 1984, ор. cit.; C.L. MacLeod, 1985, ор.
cit.
.
.
47. "The variaЫe 'iпcubatioп' period, prodroma! (i:arly] sigпs апd symptoms, immuпologic abпormalities апd the pathologic chaпges caused Ьу AIDS .
are· very similar to those of repeated deпgue iпf,~.::tioп апd possiЫy those of'
other arboviral diseases. А рhепоmепоп of "irnmunologic епhапсеmепt'
occurriпg after repeated exposure to differer. t tlcngue types explaiпs severe ·
deпgue infectioп, i.e., deпgue hemorrhagic fev.::r (DHFJ." С.!" MacLeod,
"Deпgue, апd old disease iп а пеw guise?" Abstract of paper preseпted at lп
temational Coпgress of Tropical Mediciпe апt\ Malaria, Calgary, Сапаdа,
SeptemЬer 1984. Also the CDC, iп а report оп P1.1erto Ricaп deпgue patieпts.
пoted "mild or moderate depressioп iп leukoc~•les (white Ыооd cells) апd
platelets (red Ыооd cells)." This is also а featuн: of AIDS. The au!hors a~d
that "mild or uпrecogпized cases may Ье соmпюп," and amoпg the l1st of d1seases deпgue is coпl'used with is Epsteiп-Bнrr virus iпfectioп апd toxoplasmosis, two coпditioпs sometimes fouпd in :"W As. Whiteside says several
.AIDS symptoms are also present iп DНI;, ·~·hich is kпоwп to kill Tlymphocyte cells, а classic sigп of AIDS.
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of AIDS. In any event, the presence of these two arboviruses
in PW As seems to suggest that · insects тау play а role in
AIDS, at least in South Florida.
Origin and Spread of Dengue
Why would these two arboviruses, presumaЬly carried Ьу
insects for thousands of years, wait until this moment in
history to comЬine with such disastrous effects? Whiteside
and MacLeod say that only recently have both been present in
the same location. Maguari is endemic to the Westem Hemisphere. Dengue type 1 (one of the types for which Florida
PWAs tested positive) had been limited to Southeast Asia and
Africa until 1977, when it appeared in Jamaica, Cuba and
Puerto Rico. 48 It later spread to Haiti and other Caribbean
islands. According to the Caribbean Epidemiology Center,
Cuba's 1977-78 epidemic V,:,as not only the first one involving
dengue type 1, but the first of any dengue type since 1944. 49
Whiteside and MacLeod call the 1977 appearance of dengue
.type 1 "an epidemiological marker [sign of disease] for the introduction of AIDS into the Westem Hemisphere."50
As to dengue type 2 (for which Florida PW As also showed
positive Ыооd tests), there had been periodic Caribbean
epidemics over the years, including in Puerto Rico ( 1977) and
the Virgin 'lslands (1976-77). In 1981, Cuba had an epidemic
of dengue type 2-but in the unprecedented hemoпhagic shock
form, with intemal Ыeeding and shock-which resulted in
300,000 lllnesses and 158 fatalities, including 101 children
und!er:J.5,_51
А 1978 article Ьу а U.S. health official, looking ahead, expressed concem that dengue might spread from the Caribbean
to North America. 52 lndeed, Whiteside and MacLeod's tests
showed that not only dengue virus, but also maguari-never
before isolated in the U.S.-had made the intemational leap.
Studying records of 400 gay AIDS patients in South Florida in
1983, the doctors found that from 80 to 90 percent 'Ъаd either
traveled to the Caribbean since 1977 or had sexual contact with
Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, Haitians, Jamaicans or Cubans. " 53
Was Biological Warfare Involved?
How might dengue type 1 have been "introduced" into the
Westem Hemisphere, and maguari into Central Africa (the latter being the tWo doctors' unproven theory)? Beginning in
1976, Cuba sen(troops to Angola at the request of that newly
,independent govemment to help defend it against invading
.South African forces. MacLeod, noting that Jamaica was then
providing Cuban troops with а stop-off point, has asserted that
the 1977 <;lengue type 1 epidemic began in the military baпacks
· in Кingston, Jamaica. She believes dengue type 1, endemic in
West Africa, was brought back Ьу the Cubans from Angola,
and perhaps maguari was left in Angola, from which it spread
М. Morens (CDC), et al., "Dengue in American children of the
Journal of Pediatrics, December 1978, р. I050. Morens says а
mixed epidemic of dengue types 1, 2 and 3 occurred throughout Puerto Rico in
1977. (It is worth noting that Puerto Rico has one of the highest AIDS rates
among Latin American nations.)
49. CAREC Surveillaиce Report, Vol. 7, No. 5, Мау 1981, (р. 1 of
attached саЫеs).
50. C.L. MacLeod, "Dengue, an old disease in а new guise?" ор. cit" n.
47.
51. Bill Schaap, "The 1981 Cuba Dengue Epidemic," СА/В, Number 17
(Summer 1982), р. 28.
52. Morens, ор. cit" n. 48.
53. C.L. MacLeod, ор. cit" n. 47.
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Slum conditions in the agricultural migrant worker
town of Belle Glade, Florida. Do mosquitoes bred Ьу
unsanitary conditions spread viruses involved in AIDS?
Credit: Associated Press

to other parts of Central Africa. But this theory assumes many
AIDS cases in Cuba and Angola, two countries that have
reported very few.
There are, however, other possiЬilities worth considering.
Might the 1977 Cuban dengue epidemic have been the result of
а U.S. Ьiological warfare operation? Could the Haitian dengue
epidemic have occuпed following а U .S. Ьiowar experiment?
Could dengue and/or maguari have been introduced Ьу the U.S.
military into the Congo/Zaire? All are possiЫe given the previous and subsequent history of U.S. CBW testing and use.
(See accompanying article оп CBW.)
А 1982 СА/В investigation concluded that the 1981
hemoпhagic dengue type 2 epidemic in Cuba was almost
certainly the result of U .S. Ьiological warfare. 54 Given other
documented CBW operations against Cuba, it seems reasonaЫe to suggest that the 1977 dengue type 2 epidemic was another. The U.S. Army's Biological Warfare Laboratory at Fort
Detrick, Maryland, has for years done experiments with insect-bome disease in general and dengue in particular. In the
1950s, the Army caпied out "field tests" releasing huge
quantities of mosquitoes in Вlack communities in Georgia and
Florida. А 1980 article in the Bulletin of the World Health
Organization noted that Ft. Detrick researchers had isolated
dengue type 1 virus in the South Pacific in 1974. 55
Government Response to the Theory
Whatever the origin of dengue arid maguari in particular
countries, Whiteside and MacLeod have presented evidence
that suggests а preventaЫe environmeлtal cause of AIDS.
PredictaЫy, neither the CDC nor Florida health officials have
welcomed their conclusions. "We have butted heads several
times with the CDC," Whiteside told the author. One of the
loudest CDC voices attacking their theory has been Dr.
Charles Calisher, an arbovirus expert at the CDC's Fort Collins, Colorado laboratory. According to CAIB's 1982 investigation, Calisher successfully sought to visit Cuba in
54. Schaap, ор. cit" n. 51.
55. S.B. Halstead, "Dengue Hremorrhagic Fever-A PuЫic Health Problem and а Field for Research," Bulletin of the World Health Organization,
58(1): (1980), р. 15.
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1975, ostensiЫy to study dengue fever. The article added:
"Calisher predicted at that time that Cuba might face an
epidemic within two уещs because, he said, of their relations
with Africa. Then, in 1977, for the first time in 33 years, there
was а dengue epidemic in Cuba. When Cuban officials charged
that the 1981 epidemic was а clandestine operation of the U. S.,
Di. Calisher was one of the U.S. experts who puЫicly
belittled the accusation .... " Could Calisher Ье Jeading а new
disinformation campaign?
Whiteside ,.and MacLeod have also had to resist pressure
from the ultra-right Lyndon LaRouche organization to support
puЫicly its repressive AIDS quarantine proposal. (See sidebar, "Lyndon LaRouche and AIDS Theorists.")
.
Whiteside and.,MacLeod have charged that "the CDC's
concep(of'.~AIDS risk group' [suф ~s "'gay" and "Haitian"]
has not helped iesearch, Ъаs contributed to discrimination,
and has led to puЫic apathy, not treating this as ~ true medical
emergency.;~ Their repeated efforts to persuade CDC and state
health officials to ·investigate possiЫe insect ·transmission .of
AIDS have been rebuffed. In addition, the CDC denied their
request to run Ыооd tests to confirm or dепу their positive
arbovirus results.
Recommendatioпs Ьу Whiteside апd MacLeod for "emergency mosquito control programs" and education оп reducing
mosquito exposure in Belle Glade were ignored. Iпstead, in
early 1987, the CDC approved $250,000 for "AIDS educatioп"
in Belle Glade, focusing on "safe . sex", advice. Whiteside
commented, "There's no questioп you'll stШ have ап epidemic if.you doп't clean up the slums." Government officials
clearly have по intention of changing the conditions that have
long served local agricultural interests Ьу providing а pool of
cheap Third Wor1d labor.
Questions about the 'Гheory
Although many aspects of Whiteside's and MacLeod's
theory seem compelling, questions remain. For centuries,
people have brought new .viruses from contiпent to contiпent.
Yet never has this resulted in the creation of а new disease.
How does the theory explain such а drastic change in evolutionary history? ls there ап exact coпelatioп between maguari,
dengue, цnd AIDS in each couпtry? How does the theory
account for the minority of PW As who tested negative for
magцari or dengue?
The theory would suggest а high number of AIDS ca~es in
Cuba, due to the 1977 and 1981 dengue epidemics there and the
presumaЫe preseпce of maguari (which was first isolated in
nearby Jamaica). Yet the СuЬап governmeпt reports having
very few PW As. Does the theory suggest the СuЬап government is lying? Cuba is noted for haviпg one of the best
health care systems in Latiп America. lt would seem very difficult to hide an epidemic Jrom its own people or the world.
Could puЫic sanitation щeasures have contained the dengue
and maguari viruses and preveпted the possiЬility of virus
Ыeпding that the theory says caused AIDS elsewhere?
Finally, if insect Ьites are an importaпt mode of AIDS
transmission, why are there so few AIDS cases among
Caribbean children below the age of sexual maturity? 56
56. Whiteside concedes that this is "а weak point" of the theory. But, noting that the theory posits repeated Ьites, perhaps hundreds, he predicts that,
over time, the Caribbean's childhood AIDS rate will increase to the high level
found in Africa. Тhе African rate, he argues, may Ье а function of an earlier
origin of AIDS there.
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Despite these questions, Whiteside and MacLeod's theory
unifies much of the evideпce about AJDS and offers а crediЫe
answer to the vexing "no identified risk" cases. It may also
prove compatiЫe with other tlleories, siпce its authors do not
insist that maguari and dengue are the only viruses iпvolved.
For instance, they do not rule out the possiЬility tllat Africaп
Swine Fever Virus (also an arbovirus) may play а role in
AIDS. Even if all such viruses сап Ье excluded as original
causes, the evidence seems persuasive that arboviruses-and
thus insect transmissioп-are at lea~t cojactors iп the developmeпt of AIDS. In апу case, these two doctors' research,
medical care, and political advocacy have spotlighted the
urgent need for environmental improvemeпts in poor Third
World communities to stop the spread of disease iп general.
The conclusion of Part I in the next issue will cover the
remaining AIDS theories: Number .4, African Swine Fever
transmitted from pigs to people; and Number 5, multiple
factors-no single microbe. '[hen, in the same issue, Part П
will analyze theories of cojactors which make people vulneraЫe to AIDS, or which help spread the disease. Among those
examined will Ье: street drugs, including heroin and poppers;
vaccines; commercially availaЫe Ыооd; other diseases, particularly venereal diseases such as syphilis; environmental
pollutants; and stress.

Resource Ust
Lawrence Badgley, M.D., Healing AIDS Naturally,
$14.95 from f.Iµman Ener'gy Press, 370 W. San Bruno
Ave., Suite D, San Bruno, СА 94066. А 400-page survey of alternative therapies.
Raymond К. Brown, M.D., AJDS, Cancer, and the
Medical EstaЫishment (New York: Robert Speller &
Sons, 1986), $16.95.
Michael L. Culbert, AIDS: Terror, Truth, Triumph
(Chula Vista, California: Robert W. Bradford Foundatioi;i, 1986), 114 рр. А good survey of alternative
theories on origins, co-factors and therapies for AIDS.
Nancy Krieger and Rose Appleman, The Politics of
.AIDS (Oaldand, California: Fioпtline Pamphlets, 1986),
60 рр., $4.00 from Frontline Pamphlets, Вох 2729,
Oakland, СА 94602. Some helpful information апd
political analysis; but accepts HIV as the cause,
downplays filternative theories, and ignores holistic
therapies.
John Lauritsen апd Hank Wilson, Death Rush: Poppers & AIDS (New York: Pagan Press, 1986), 64 рр.
Excellent, well-researched analysis of links between
nitrite inhalants and AIDS. Опе appeпdix carefully dismantles the HIV theory, aпother proposes а multifactorial "toxicologic" model. $3.95 from Pagan Press,
26 St. Marks Pl., New York, NY 10003.
PWA Coalition (New York), Surviving and Thriving
with AIDS: Hints for the Newly Diagnosed, $5.00 from
the National AIDS Network, 1012 14th Street, NW,
#601, Washiпgton, DC 20005.
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ls AIDS Non-Infectious?
The Possibllity and its CBW Implications
Ву

Nathaniel S. Lehrman, M.D. *

AIDS, acquired immuпe deficieпcy syпdrome,· may Ье the
most peculiar, as well. as the most puЫicized, epidemic iп
humaп history. The Americaп media's igпoriпg the possiЫl
ity of пoп-viral causes of this disease, such as chemical
toxiпs, апd their almost uпcoпtradictaЫe iпsisteпce that the
disease is traпsmitted.on/y from ohe victim to aпother, may Ье
even more remarkaЫe. Iп- this paper it is argued that the commoпly accepted explaпatioпs are wroпg; and it is suggested
that AIDS may really Ье an accideпtal byproduct, or еvеп а de~iberate result, of chemical-Ьiological warfare reseaгch.

What Causes AIDS?
Iп 1981, Dr. RobertC. Gallo, the head of the Laboratory of
Tumor Cell Biology а1 the Natioпal Сапсеr Iпstitute iп
Bethesda, Maryland, 1 "assemЫed а team to spearhead AIDS
research, апd iп 1984 he ideпtified HTLV-III, the causal
v.irus. " 2 Iп а 1987 article iп Scientific American he stated
categorically that the cause of AIDS "was coпclusively showп
[iп 1984] to Ье the third humaп retrovirus," HTLV-III (subsequeпtly reпamed HIV, the curreпtly accepted termiпology). 3
This is the view to which most Americaпs have become
persuaded: that the cause, and the only cause, of AIDS is this
particular virus аlопе, traпsmitted from опе victim to aпother.
Iпterest iп AIDS is particularly iпteпse iп New York, with

* Nathaпiel S. Lehrmaп, M.D., а Life Fellow of the Americaп Psychiatrk Associatioп, was Cliпical Director of Brooklyп State Hospital,
1973-78. А psychiatrist for over 40 years, he coпtiпues to Ье active iп
research and practice.
·
1. Dr. Gallo, twice the recipieпt of the prestigious Lasker award for
medicaf research, is head of the Laboratory of Tumor Cell Biology at
the Natioпal Сапсеr Iпstitute. ·Нis most поtаЫе coпtributioп to сапсеr
research, accordiпg to the Ьiographical note iп the January 1987
Scientific .Amer,ican, has been "his discovery of the link betweeп
retroviruses and human leul}emia ащl lymphoma" .. " Retroviruses are а
newly ,di~covered, but ~idely distributed, type of virus which act
'physioiogically very differently from previously known types within body
cells; they are ofteп found in healthy aпimals and people. Leukemia is а
disease iп which certain t)'pes of white Ыооd cells.· proliferate excessively;
it is essentially сщ1сеr of the \Yh.ite Ыооd cells. Lymphoma is а disease iп
which other types of white Ыооd cells proliferate excessively.
2. RoЬert С. Gallo, "The AIDS Virus," Scientific American, v. 256,
no. 1 (January 1987), рр. 46-56. In 1983, followiпg two years of research,
French scieпtists at the Pasteur Institute isolated а virus which they
claimed was involved in AIDS, which they named LAV. The following
year, Gallo aппounced with great fanfare that he hac! discovered the
causative virus which he called HTLV-III. Gallo claimed the right to all
royalties from а Ыооd test which detects the aпtibody to this virus. This
test is now widely used both to screeп donated Ыооd апd to determine
whether а person's Ыооd is aпtibody-positive, iп which case they are
alleged to Ье at some risk (how much is поt kпоwп) of later developЩeпt of
AIDS. After extended litigation, the two sides agreed to share credit for the
"discovery." Royalties will Ье doпated to ап AIDS research fouпdatioп.
Institut Pasteur v. United States of America, Uпited States Court of
Claims, Civ. А. No. 730-85. See also, for а discussioп of the case, Steve
Conпor, "AIDS: Science Stands оп Tri'al," New Scientist, February 12,
1987, рр. 49-58. The virus has now been officially reпamed НIV, for
human immuno-deficiency virus.
3. Gallo, ор. cit" n. 2. HTLV stands for "human T-lymphotropic
virus."
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more defiпitely ideпtified cases thaп aпywhere else iп the
world. А $5.2 millioп AIDS Iпstitute was estaЫished iп 1983
withiп the State Health Departmeпt. Iп September 1985, iп
puЫicatioпs directed both to the geпeral puЫic апd to the gay
commuпity, that Iпstitute stated that "по опе kпows for sure
what causes AIDS. Aпtibodies to а receпtly discovered virus
have Ьееп fouпd iп the Ыооd of most AIDS patieпts. It is поt
kпоwп whether this virus is the direct cause of AIDS, or is а
result of haviпg а damaged immuпe system."4

The Questions Begin
Оп September 27, 1985, Science magaziпe puЫished а
compreheпsive review of "The Epidemiology of AIDS: Curreпt Status апd Future Prospects," prepared Ьу the federal
Ceoters for Disease Coпtrol iп Atlaпta, Georgia, iп which the
role. of пoп-viral ageпts iп causiпg the disease-eveп as cofactors-was very mucb dowпplayed. 5 The idea that the disease is caused only Ьу the virus, апd spread only from victim
to victim, received aпother authoritative preseпtatioп iп the
Decetnber 1986 апd Jaпuary 1987 issues of Scientific American, iп articles Ьу Dr. Gallo, coпsidered the outstaпdiпg expoпent of the view that НIV is the cause of AIDS and credited
with discoveriпg "the link between retroviruses апd human
leukemia апd lymphoma."6
But еvеп before Dr. Gallo's much-ballyhooed "discovery"
of HIV, апd certaiпly siпce, puЫished questioпs have
appeared about AIDS iп geпeral апd HIV iп particular. Those
who have dared to questioп the accepted dogma have Ьееп
ridiculed, attacked, апd most ofteп, igпored Ьу the medical
4. See Newsday, April 26, 1987, special sectioп оп AIDS, р. 1. AIDS
New York State Health Department leaflets, "AIDS-Informatioп for the General PuЫic" апd "AIDS--Iпformatioп for Gay Men."
5. James W. Curran, et а/" "The Epidemiology of AIDS: Curreпt Status and Future Prospects," Science, v. 229 (September 27, 1985), рр.
1352-57. The опlу possiЫe co-factors mentioпed iп the article are the
medical use of various drugs, "other co-existiпg immuno-suppressaпt
diseases, malnutritioп, or old age." Ibld" at р. 1356. Nitrite iпhalants апd
cytomegalovirus (CMV) iпfectioпs are also listed as possiЫe co-factors
in Kaposi's sarcoma (KS), а major type of AIDS. While "both CMV and
the use of nitrite inhalaпts deserve further atteпtion as possiЫe co-factors
for KS in persoпs with HTL V-111 infectioпs," the paper stated, "the occurreпce of AIDS in previously healthy youпg persons from all risk groups
suggests that while such co-factors тау modify the course of iпfection,
they are not likely to Ье essential for AIDS to develop iп ап individual infected with HTLV-III." The author poiпted out this downplaying of cofactors iп а letter to Science, which the editor decliпed to puЫish. Rep.
Robert J. Mrazek (Dem.-N.Y.), seпt а сору of the correspondence to the
CDC for comment апd received an uпiпformative respoпse. The same
questioпs were raised iп the author's letter to the editor of the Wall Street
Journal, puЫished November 20, 1985, poiпtiпg out that "just as the relatively recent discovery of а leukemia-produciпg virus should поt cause us
to overlook its chemical causes, so should the discovery of an immunodestructive virus поt preveпt our seekiпg chemical causes of immune deficieпcy." Similar questioпs were raised Ьу the author iп the Amsterdam
News, November 30, 1985, becember 28, 1985, апd Jaпuary 18, 1986, but
in по other U.S. puЫicatioпs, professional апd lay, to which comparaЫe
articles and letters were submitted.
6. Gallo, ор. cit" п. 2.
Iпstitute,

CovertAction 55

estaЫishment-in particular the Centers for Disease Control,
the National Institutes of Health, and the American Medical
Association. 7

lymphoma. Не also stated categorically that the "AIDS virus
is not sufficient to cause AIDS and that there is no evidence,
besides its presence in а latent form, that it is necessary for
·
·
AIDS." 8
Koch's Postulates. Dr. Robert Koch (1843-1910), а German bacteriologist, formulated three rules, or "laws," to estaЫish whether а specific micro-organism causes а particular
disease. "Koch's Postulates" are the fundamental bases for
scientific investigation of infectious diseases.
The first is that the micro-organism-whether it Ье а
bacterium, protozoan, or virus--be present in all cases of the
disease. Тhе second is that inoculations of pure cultures of the
micro-organism into animals must produce the same disease
in them. The third is that the micro-organism must Ье аЫе to Ье
obtained from these animals and further propagated in pure
culture. 9 Under these laws, proЫems exist in considering
НIV the cause of AIDS.

Dr. Robert Gallo. When he was interviewed Ьу
journalist Anna Мауо, he began, she said, to sound like
Richard Nixon. "HTLV-111 is the sole cause of AIDS!".
he shouted. "There's по question about it. You don't
need any co.factors. It gives you AIDS all alone."

Why the So-Called AIDS Virus Cannot Cause AIDS
Dr. Duesberg says that "the only support for the
hypothesis that the AIDS virus causes AIDS is that 90% of the
AIOS patients have antibody to the virus. Thus it would appear
that the virus, at least as an immunogen, meets the first of
Koch's postulates for an etiological [causal] agent. Тhis conclusion assumes that all AIDS patients from whom virus
cannot Ье isolated (about 50%) ... or in whom provirus [an
earlier stage of the virus] cannot Ье demonstrated (85%) and
the antibody-negative cases (about 10%) and the virus-free
cases reported in one study (3%) are false negatives." 10
Не points out tlщt, for а number of reasons, the hypothesis
that the virus causes AIDS "faces several direct challenges."
It does not explain how or why antiviral immunity, such as
normally comes from the presence of antibodies, does not
prevent the virus from causing а fatal disease. lt does not
counter direct evidence of the virus' s insufficiency to cause
the disease in both "high risk" and "low risk" groups, the
"long latent period of the disease," and "the genetic evidence
that the virus lacks а late AIDS function [the capacity to produce AIDS after а long period in the body without causi.ng any
disease]." Не summarizes that "it seems likely that AIDS
virus is just the most common among the occupational [so in
original; рrоЬаЫу should Ье "occasional" or "opportunistic"]
viial infections of AIDS pati~nts and those at risk for AIDS,
rather than the cause . of Ali:>S. The disease would · then Ье
caused Ьу an as yet unidentified agent which may not even Ье а
virus, since cell-free contacts [inoculations of serum without
cells, which usually transmit vi'ruses] are not sufficient to
transmit the фsease." 11
And Dr. Duesberg concludes his study: "AIDS virus is not
sufficient to cause AIDS and there is no evidence besides its
presence in а latent form, that it is necessary for AIDS."
Moreover, he notes, the presence of antibodies appears to Ье

Тhе

most authoritative critique of the НIV theory to date is
Professor Peter Н. Duesberg of the University of Califomia
at Berkeley, Califomia, who discussed the role of retroviruses
in causing disease in а review article in the March 1, 1987
Cancer Research. Disagreeing with Dr. Gallo,.he questioned
the role retroviruses are said to play in causing leukemia and

Ьу

7. Dr. Joseph SonnaЬend, а New York City physician who co-founded
the AIDS Medical Foundation (\ater renamed the American Foundation for
AIDS Research), has argued since 1983 that among gay men, "multiple
factors, rather than а novel virus, рrоЬаЫу induce AIDS," citing such
factors as recurrent cytomegalovirus (CMV) infection and the ii\-imune
suppression caused Ьу repeated rectal deposits of semen. Joseph
Sonnabend, Steven S. Witkin, and David Т. Purtillo, "Acquired Iщmune
Deficiency Syndrome, Opportunistic Infections and Malignancies in Male
Homosexuals," Journal of the American.Medical Association (JAMA), no.
249 (1983), рр. 2370-74. In 1983, Dr. Sonnabend founded and became
editor of а professiona\ joumal cal\ed AIDS Research, which was open to
all points of view on HIV. In December 1986, after ten issues, Фе
puЬ\isher was persuaded Ьу Мах Essex, а Harvard scientist and close
assoc'iate of Dr. Gallo, to fire Dr. SonnaЬend and nearly all the editorial
board. The joumal's name was changed to AIDS Research and Нитап
Retroviruses, and the new editorial Ьoard, which includes Dr. Gallo, is
dominated Ьу govemment, military, and corporate scientists.
Dr. Arthur J. Ammann, of the University of Califomia School in San
Francisco, has questioned the evidence supporting HIV as the single viral
agent causing AIDS. Letter to JAMA, no. 258 (1984), рр. 1281-82.
Others have not only challenged the HIV explanation, but have proposed altemative causative agents. Dr. Jane Teas, а Boston pathoЬiolo
gist, and Dr. John Be\dekas, а Boston Ьiochemist, have since 1983 proposed the African swine fever virus as the causative agent in AIDS. Jane
Teas, "Could.AIDS Ве а New Variant of African Swine Fever?" letter to
Lancet, April 23, 1983, р. 923; John Be\dekas, Jane Teas, and James R.
Herbert, "African Swine Fever and AIDS," letter to Lancet, March 8,
1986, р. 564; Jane Teas, "An AIDS Odyssey," New York Native, DecemЬer 17-30, 1984.
Dr. Mark Whiteside and Dr. Carolyn MacLeod, co-directors of the Institute of Tropical Medicine in Miami, Florida, believe that maguari, an
insect- and Ыood-bome arbovirus, may cause the activation of НIV, leading to AIDS. С. L. MacLeod, М. Е. Whiteside, М. de Medina, М.
McCal\, Т. Schwan, and R. Е. Shope, "Antibody to maguari in patients
with AIDS," abstract presented at the American Society of Tropical
Medicine and Hygiene, Miami, Florida, November 1985; Whiteside,
MacLeod, et al., "Arbovirus Particles in the lntestines of Patients with
AIDS," abstract presented at the Intemational Conference on AIDS, Paris,
June 1986.
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8. Peter Н. Duesberg, "Retroviruses as Carcinogens and Pathogens:
Expectations and Reality," Cancer Research, vol. 47 (March 1, 1987), рр.
1199-1220, at р. 1215. Duesberg, а pioneer in the study of retroviruses, is
а professor in the Department of Molecular Biology and Virus Laboratory
at the University of Califomia at Berkeley. Не is а member of the prestigious National Academy of Sciences, at present on sabbatical, doing research at the NationэJ Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Maryland. His article
cites some 278 references.
9. Steadman' s Medical Dictionary (Baltimore: Williams and Wilkins,
1966), р. 874.
10. Ор. cit., n. 8, р. 1214.
11. lhid., рр. 1214-15.

Number 28 (Summer 1987)

pf по significance to noп-members of "risk groups," although
he does say that the virus may "Ье directly responsiЫe for the
early, moпoпucleosis-like disease observed iп several infectioпs prior to aпtiviral immuпity." Не also explains that,
siпce пearly everyone with the virus also has aпtibodies,
"vacciпatioп is not Iikely to benefit virus carriers with or wjthout AIDS." This belies the feverish push Ьу the CDC апd other
medical researchers for а vacciпe against HIV which would
supposedly preveпt AIDS. " 12 ·
But if НIV does not produce the immuпe deficieпcy which
characterizes AIDS, what does? Chemicals certaiпly might;
why are they поt beiпg Iooked iпto? Апd why, three months
after Duesberg's important paper appeared, have the Americaп
media virtually igпored it? 13
What Сап Cause Immune Deficiency?
We have loпg kпоwп that immuпe.-systems сап Ье hanned in
many ways, iпcluding damage caused· Ьу -toxic chetnicals, Ьу
radiation, and Ьу otht:t factors. All'thiee of the diseases for
which retroviruses are Ыamed-Ieukemia, lymphoma, and
immuпe deficieпcy synElromes-can also ·ье caused Ьу chemicals, iпcluding radioactive substances. Indeed the greatest
leukemia epidemic iпhistory was produced Ьу the radioactivity
followiпg the atomic ЬьщЬing of Japan. 14 Few people realize
that other coпsequeпces of the bomЬiпg were iпcreased iп
cideпces of both· lymphotna and immщ1e deficiency. 15 Other
пёw•and peculiar diseases from which Americaпs поw suffer
iпclude toxic shock syпdrome, Legioппaj.res' disease, Epsteiп-Barr syпdrome, and swiпe flu vaccine reactioпs. Wheп
epidemic diseases сап Ье prOduced Ьу several differeпt
c1iuses, all such possiЬilities requirё· iпvestigatioп. This was
true еvеп before Duesberg questioned whether retroviruses
cause sigпificant illпess at all.
Тhе Americaп media, pairoting the medical research estaЫishmeпt, continually reaffimi'that'AIDS is опlу iпfectiьus,
оп/у traпsmitted from опе victim to aщ>ther, either Ьу addicts'
repeated use of iпfected needles or Ьу sexual intercourse. At
first, опlу sexuaI iпtercourse betw~en gay males was considered responsiЫe, but heterosexual iпtercourse involving а
male who previously had homosexual interc()urse or who had
Ьееп an iпtraveпous drug· user is also now being Ыamed. 16
Вщ еvеп if these пeedle/sex activities iµ-e irideed responsiЫe
f<.:>r transmittiпg фе dis~ase., the dtifinitive report from the federal Ceпters for Disease Control in Atlaпta stated that almost
.пiпе perceпt of the cases fell into попе of the "high risk"
·groups as theп defiпed! 17
12. /Ьid" р. 1215.
13. Duesberg's article was

щen,tioпed iп

comri:шпity пewspaper, оп Мау

the New York Native, а gay
4, 1987. No maiпstream puЫicatioп has

it.
14. See Liпus Pauliпg, No More War (New York: Dodd Mead, 1958);
Itsuzo Shigematsu and Abraham Каgап, Cancer in Atpmic ВотЬ Survivors
(Tokyo: Jарап Scieпtific Societies Press, 1986, апd New York: Pleпum,
1986).
15. See J. W. Gofmaп, Radiation and Нитап Health (Sап Fraпcisco:
Sierra Club Books, 1981).
16. Traпsmissioп ·Ьу iпfected Ыооd, пever more thaп а very small fractioп of the cases, is said to have Ьееп stopped because of the пеаr uпi ver·
sal use of пеw tests for discoveriпg the virus i11 doпated Ыооd. Roпald
Sullivaп, "AIDS Iпfectioп Fouпd iп Traпsfusioп Patieпt," New York
Times, Jaпuary 18, 1987. Апd see Michael Gross, "Amoпg Womeп the
Talk is of Coпdoms; Woпied About AIDS," New York Тimes, February
23, 1987; Elleп Goodmaп, "Wheп lt Comes to AIDS, 'Them' Is Us,"
Newsday, August 1, 1986.
17. Curraп, et al" ор. cit" п. 5, at р. 1355.
meпtioпed
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An Interrupted Investigation
Jп 1983, William O'Neill, а veteran iпvestigator for the
New York State Departmeпt of Health, was assigned to look
iпto six cases of AIDS in relatively youпg, poverty-strickeп
Вlack Long Islaпder:s: three mеп апd three womeп. 18 Не
found that f9ur of the c.ases were coпnected: а woman who had
bee11;,~.mp,9,y.~d at а sч•te retardatioп facility, and the three mеп
she Iived'wiTh iп s~griente. After the first man died of AIDS,
she mdve<bln with .ffi.~,sёcoпd. After he died of it, she moved iп
with"·~~~~~~-~nd·:#"t~r hi_~-de·ath, ~he died als~. All of the six
were-t0'Q poor to have J;ece.~;ve<t. med1cal care unt1I the very епd;
the thtee mеп feceived ·norie at all, and the woman who had
Iived-~iili them: died the day after admission to а hospital.
"",'1- • .1: •
~,(* r.~
.
•
Nопе of~tli,e SIN;·was gay or an шtraveпous drug user; nor were
аЦу, fr.9.fu ·:att,y· ".Цigh risk" geographical locatioп, such as
>

..

19· .. ''''•"(>.'''
н attJ ...
,.
..

'

.

'
'
According;J()·ObNeiН, the Health Department neve.r Iooked
iпto ф~ ~p@~"stбility that these patieпts might have been e.x-

posed to ciiemical poisoпs, or iпto other possiЫe causes for
their deaths. No 'Ыооd tests were ever dопе. O'Neill was
remov_ed fr6m. фе 'investigation b~fore jt ~~s, fiпished, and
поЬоdу ever completed it. 20
·
•.

How

1~

AIDS Spread?

t':a~sm~ssiQп Ву /lfeedle-stfc.k. Almost everyoцe. seems to

belieV.i'that ~юэ can"be. ц-ailsniit\ed Ьу coпtamiпated needles,
is . btfiпg 1requenHy transiititte(l .iц 1 this w~y, .and 'that· this is
almos(its exclusive nщde·of traii.spiiss.ion amoh~ iпtravenous
drug _.users. Yei. this was duЬious"everi before the Duesberg
repod.
·
·" ·." ,.. , · .. ·,
·
The' ·centers(fo1· Dis~ils~_;<:;9!J.frQ,l ·report ~itecd, rather iп
coпspicqously·;21 ·two higbl•Y" s.jgnificant studies relevant to
"~

;.

.

'"',

':. -

·~

.. ..

18. New York Post, DecemЬer 16, 1985.
19. /Ьid., апd persoпal commuпicatioпs with author. Dr. Whiteside
(see supra, note 7) poiпts out iп а lctter. of August -4, 1986 to Кеппеth
RоЫп, а Sап Fraпci·sco attomey, that 60% to 70% of aпtibody-positive
patieпts. iп Belle Glade, Florida did поt fit iпto "high risk" categories.
20. Accordiпg to the Post, state officials had "suddenly shelved а probe
that uпearthed evideпce that AIDS was spreadiпg uпreportcd .апd uп
checked-i'пto the пoп-drug abusing, пoп-hemophiliac, heterosexual
community. Later that year, state Health Commissioпer David Axelrod
flatly deпied that AIDS was spreadiпg amoпg heterosexuals-despite
compelliпg evideпce to the coпtrary." Indeed, Dr. Axelrod's DecemЬer
1983 report to ihe Govemor from the AIDS Iпstitute took particular pride iп
aппouпcing that "the level of puЫic arixiety 'about AIDS, which reached its
pea:k iп the spriпg and early summer [of 1983], has Ьееп dimiпished
through widespread dissemiпatioп of factual ·iпformation." Since theп,
hQwever, th~ .пumber of AIDS cases· iп New York has more than quadrupled. Newsday, April 26, 1987. Moreover, this reassuriпg liпe has
chaпgcd drastica:lly, to the exteпt that there поw appears ап attempt to
spread b'ysteria amoпg the пЬп-gау commuriity.
Dr. Whiteside had .similar proЫems. Iп а letter to James Howell,
M.D" director of the -Aorida Human Resources Services Program, February 4, 1986, he proteste.d the CDC's refusal to modify а рlап to survey
Belle Glade with а questioппaire which igпored eпviroпmeпtal factOП!; he
also protested their refusal to iпclude а test for arboviruses iп the Ыооd
testiпg program.
21. Cumщ, et al" ор. cit" п. 5. The paper describes (р. 1355) ап
oпgoiпg study of 512 health workers iп very close coпtact with the AIDS
patieпts they ·were cariпg for. No11e of them had takeп sick. "Serological
testiпg has .Ьееп completed for 105, 82% of whom had pareпteral exposure. Nопе of the 105 participaпts demoпstrated serocoпversioп. Iп
aпother study, попе of 85 employees with exposure serocoпverted, iп
cludiпg 32 iпdividuals who eпcouпtered пeedle-stick accideпts or other
pareпteral exposures to Ыооd." 11\пess iп the secoпd group was поt
meпtioпed. Matl\ematical computatioпs are пeeded to determiпe that 86 of
the 105 tested (82%) of the 512 studied, plus 32 (oilt of 85) iп the secoпd
study, а total of 118 out of 118, had pareпteral iпjectioпs (the supposed
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this issue. One involved 86 health саге workers with "parenteral exposure" (perforations of the skin Ьу needle-sticks or
cuts from sharp instruments) to the Ыооd or body fluids of
known AIDS patients in their charge. After an eight-month
average follow-up, поt а siпgle health worker either Ьесате ill

PuЫic

health poster showing that. concern about
needle-stick transmission had outstripped concern about
illegal drug use.

or demonstrated seroconversion-the appearance of antibodies. Another study described а similar experience: Of 32
health workers "who encountered needle-stick accidents or
other parenteral exposures to Ыооd of AIDS patients," попе
either became ill or seroconverted. 22
As though to refute· the clear import of these two studies of
118 incidents, the CDC report cited at great length another
"recent report, [which] describes а nurse in England who developed confirmed HTLV-IIl/LA V antibodies following а
needle-stick injury and exposure to the Ыооd of an AIDS
patient." She developed an infectious mononucleosis-like
condition, from which she recovered rapidly.
'The English case was somewhat unusцal for а number of
reasons, 23 but, in any event, the importance of the other data
cause of the rapid spread of AIDS among IV drug users) with по
seroconversion. Twelve and а half lines were given in the CDC report to the
118 needle-stick victims who neither became ill nor seroconverted. Ten
lines were devoted just to the peculiarly reported case of the one English
nurse who did become mildly ill after needle-stick and then seroconverted.
See infra., n. 23.
22. !Ьid.
23. The report of the English nurse!s infection after the needle-stick
injury is described in an unsigned December 15, 1984 editorial in Lancet.
It names neither the doctor nor the hospital where these events occurred.
This is unusual, because it prevents interested parties from getting
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cannot Ье overemphasized. Observed inoculation from known
cases is Ьу far the most effective method for transmitting апу
type of directly communicated disease. Yet попе of 119
needle-stick cases developed AIDS, only one became ill at all,
and . she was the only one to develop antibodies. Direct
observation therefore demonstrates that under ordinary circumstances, needle,stick inoculation with AIDS-infected
material alone not only does not cause AIDS, but it also produces no infection, and not even seroconversion.
How then do significant segments of the population, up to
10 or 20 percent in general populations here and in Africa, and
up to 60 percent in "at risk~' populations, develop antibodies?
And if the disease is so minimally transmitted Ьу direct
needle-stick, why is it spreading so quickly? Why, for example, did the AIDS seropositivity rate rise from 4 percent in
1978 to 68 percent in 1984 among the 6,875 members of а San
Francisco hepatitis В study group?24
Sexual Traпsmissioп. Gays' patterns of intercourse, and
the practice of anal intercourse in particular, have been Ыamed
for the unusual sexual distribution of American AIDS victims:
ten to fifteen men for every woman. In Africa, however, both
sexes are affected approximately equally.
Moreover, the geographical and class-based distribution of
the disease in Africa has been noteworthy. In ZamЬia, for example, it is "in th~ urban centers where people are most
threatened Ьу AIDS."25 People there "have become very concerned about its spread particularly since а doctor in Kabwe,
one of the country's largest towns, recent1y disclosed that а
number of prominent people had died from the disease. " 26
Indeed, in many parts of Africa, the New York Times reported,
AIDS was "а predominantly urban phenomenon, mainly striking upper-income groups." 27 More recent reports suggest that
the disease is now spreading widely in Africa, in every
stratum of society, 28 but the higher initial incidence of the disease among the economically better off remains particularly
.

.

'

additional inforrnation. The AIDS patient was а British woman of unstated
age with no history of hoinosexuality or drug use, who had lived in "central
southern Africa." Although 1 she clearly died from pneumocystis pneumonia, а disease now iricluded within the AIDS syndrome, she had Ьееn
released from hospital а month prior to her final admission after apparently
recovering from an earlier bout of pneumonia. Although there was clear
evidence of immun.e deficiency during the final admission, none was
apparently seen during the earlier one. Her having been in Africa might Ье
significant, · but the clinical picture suggests more strongly that she developed the immune deficiency between the two hospitalizations-,in England rather than in Africa. Had the report been signed, the situation could
have been checked. The nurse suffered "а 'needle-stick' injury to the finger
while resheathing а hypoderrnic needle on а syringe containing fresh Ыооd
drawn from an arterial line. This was not an ordinary needle-stick injury, in
that а small amount of Ыооd may well have been injected."
24. Lawrence К. Altman, "AIDS Development in Infection; Data Suggest AIDS Rises Yearly After lnfection," New York Times, March 3,
1987, р. Cl.
25. Dave Моуо, "Fighting AIDS in Africa," AfricAsia, Мау 1987, р.
55.
26. /Ьid .• р. 54.
27. For example, in Kigali, the capital of Rwanda, where most of that
country's cases have occurred, there has been "а preponderance among
those in the middle and upper class who eam the equivalent of $3,000 to
$6,000 each year." Lawrence К. Altman, "AIDS in Africa," New York
Times, November 8, 1986, рр. Al, А8.
28. See Nancy Krieger, "The Epidemiology of AIDS in Africa," Science
for the People, January/February 1987, р. 18. "Initially, the demographic
profile of African AIDS cases showed little variation Ьу gender, but
marked gradations Ьу social class and age .... Subsequently, AIDS has
struck almost every strata of society, attacking both rural and urban
regions. Presently, in some parts of Africa, nearly 25% of the adult and
10% of the pediatric patients in hospitals test positive for НIV .... "
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curious.
In underdeveloped societies the poor are · generaПy тоrе
vulneraЫe to epideтics than their wealthier fellow citizens.
Тheir nutritional and sanitational facilities are inferior to those
availaЫe to the тоrе coтfortaЫe itnd so is their access to
тediCal care. Why then did the upper classes in the afflicted
areas of Africa-which encoтpass so тапу involved in .govemтental adтinistration-apparently have so much higher an
.·
'
.· . ,
incidence of the disease? 29
.
Another fact which appears to contradict the current wisdoт
is the existence of pockets of high disease incidence,
reported, for example, in Belle Glade, Florida. 30 Jt, seems
unlikely that people there, in Kabwe; and. elsewhere, have
treтendously тоrе proтiscuous sex, or ·imтensely тоrе
drug addiction, than other areas. do. On·the ,other hand, the
mere existence of pock,ets ·of, а: disease suggests its possiЫe
disseтination from а coтmon1·source, ·such as ап infected or
toxic water or food supply~ ratheuthan siтply 1 transтission
from one victiт to another: <:tommon source dissemination
from factors in the environтent caninvOlve infectious agents,
toxic substances;·or both.• Thi~ is ап area which also-.must Ье
investigated.
In fact, such an investigation has been conducted in Belle
Glade. Doc.tors Mark,E. · Whiteside and Caroline L. MacLeod
of the lnstitute of.Тropical Medicine in Miaтi, Florida, who
have studied several high-AIDS areas in Florida, also insist
that environmental factors, with coтmon-source disseтina
tion, are centrally involved in· AIDS. Тhеу point out that in
Belle Glade, "nearly all persons with :AIDS lived in the central
slum section and untreataЫe sexually-ttansтitted disease
(like herpes) does iюt·confine itself to а single poor neighborhood." They believe that Ыood~sucking insects, such as
пюsquitoes; тау Ье responsiЫe for the disease in tropical
regions. 31 Insect-borrie viruses '(known as .arboviruses) are
well-known to Ье the responsiЫe agents in тuch Ьiological
wanare research and usage. 32 '
Вlood Transfusion Transmission. А sтall percentage of
AIDS patieпts have apparently gotten their disease from infected Ыооd. However, since 1979, when а high incidence of
hepatitis was noted aтong 'gay men, they have been discouraged from donating Ыооd. Moreover, since 1985, Ыооd
for donation has been tested for AIDS antibodies, and
donations testing positive have not been used. The Ыооd sup.
ply is now1said to Ье safe. 33 ·
Duesberg raises questions about the relationship between
AIDS and donated Ыооd. "Most of the AIDS virus positive
Ыооd donors identified in transfusion-associated AIDS
transmission did not have AIDS when they donated Ыооd and
were reported to Ье in good health 6 years after the donation.
Likewise, there is evidence that individuals shown to Ье antibody-positive since 1972 have not developed AIDS." 34 То
29.

Тhе

argument that the economically advantaged have more AIDS
of easier access to prostitutes and to cities seems unpersuasive.
If that were so venereal disease rates in general would Ье higher among the
wealthier, which contradicts generaI puЬ!ic health experience.
30. See Jan Nordheimer, "Florida Pig Farm Poses AIDS Riddle," New
York Times, Мау 2, 1986, р. А7; Stephanie Saul, "А Focus for the·AIDS
Mystery," Newsday, January 26, 1986, р. 7; Whiteside, ops. cit" nn. 7,
19.
31. Whiteside, ор. cit., n. 19.
32. See Bill Schaap, "U.S. Biological Warfare: The 1981 Cuba Dengue
Epidemic," СА/В, Number 17 (Summer 1982), р. 28, at рр. 30-31.
33. Sullivan, ор. cit., n. 16.
34. DuesЬerg, ор. cit., n. 8, р. 1212.
Ьecause
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MOST PEOPLE WITH AIDS
DO NOT HAVE ТНЕ
"AIDS VIRUS"
11. VIRUS & ANTIBODIES

1. VIRUS ONl... Y

r

IV. NEITHER

1

AN:DIES ONLY]
'-----•
..." NO VIRUS:

64~

Diagram from the October 27, 1986 New York Native,
illustrating Dr. Duesberg's point, that а large majority
of antibody-positive people do riot have AIDS.
him this suggests "that AIDS is not an oЫigatory consequence of infection," that Ыооd with HIV antibodies does
not necessarily cause AIDS.
"Соттоп Source'' Transmission. Direct transтission of
НIV froщ one infected individual to another, either Ьу contaтinated needles, or Ьу sexual intercourse, or Ьу contaminated Ыооd (in the past, it is said), is соттоnlу believed
to Ье the only way in which AIDS is transтitted. As we have
seen, this view contains many intemal contradictions.
For ехатрlе, Mathilde . Krim, co-chair of the American
Foundation for AIDS Research, has pointed out35 that "if one
[gay] person had caught AIDS in Haiti or soтewhere and had
соте back to this country and given it to another person, who
gave it tb another person, we would have seen ... а slow
buildup,)n 1981, after h'aving identified the first five cases in
L.A. and the first nine cases here [in New York City] ...
suddenly we had several hundred the same year, and then
several thousand а year later. Мапу people тust have become
infected at the sате tiтe." Does this not suggest the
possiЬility of the disease eтanating from а соттоn environтental source, whether or not person-to-person spread
also existed?
Why HIV Does Not Cause AIDS
The unanswered questions about the dissemination of
AIDS raise further questions about what really does cause the
disease. Duesberg, whose research оп retroviruses was
largely responsiЫe for his election to the National Асаdету of
Sciences, shows how these agents rarely cause апу disease,
and how and why such а retrovirus does not cause AIDS.
Incubation Periods for AIDS and for Viral Diseases.
35. Mathi1de Krim, interviewed in lnterview, February 1987. And see
Robert Bazell, "The Plague," New RepuЬlic, June 1, 1987, рр. 14-15.
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Questioпs

have Ьееп raised about the very loпg iпcubatioп periods described for AIDS. Years may allegedly pass betweeп
origiпal iпfectioп and subsequeпt cliпical illпess. But iп other
diseases, such as tuberculosis, if an orgaпism exist~ withiп а
human body without causiпg disease, some additioпal stress
оп the body, such as iпtercurreпt illпess or toxic chemicals,, is
required Ьefore it сап cause active illпess. Yet the Ceпters for
Disease Coпtrol, wheп specifically asked about the possiЫe
role of such co-factors, deпied their sigпificance. 36
Duesberg addresses the allegedly long iпcubatioп period of
AIDS iп а differeпt way .', !:fe poiпts .oJit the "iпcompatibllity"
betweeп the "loпg lateпt period of AIDS" and the "short lateпt
period of virus replicatioп." 37 Не also points out that "ihere is
evideпce that iпdividuals showп to Ье aпtibody positive siпce
1972 have поt developed AIDS. Further, 16 mothers of bables
with AIDS did поt have AIDS at the time of delivery Ыit ihree of
them developed AIDS years later. This iпdicates that the lateпt
period may Ье loпger than 5 years, or tlщt AIDS is поt an oЬlig
atoty coпsequeпce of iпfectioп.;' 38
"lt may Ье argued," Ье coпtiпues, "that the virus is
blochemically iпactive duriпg the first five years Of iпfectioп
and theп activated Ьу an unkпowп cause."39 The activators
would ]?е the "co-factors" whose importance is beiпg igпored
iп most discussioпs, and emphatically deпied Ьу the Ceпters
for Disease Coпtrol. 40
,, . .
,
The Meaning .. of Antibodies. Оце ·Qf the 'most sigпificant
paradoxes iп tЬе official reasoпiпg." riuesьerg poiпts out, is
the degree to which persoпs with aпtibodies пevertheless develop the disease. The preseпce of antibodies geпerally implies iФiiшпity' to the: disease iп questioh. But DuesЬerg пotes
that"for:"a persoп }Vho beloпgs to theblgh risk group fer AIDS,
antibody agaiпst the AIDS virus sef.ves as an iпdicator of an
annual risk·for AIDS that averages•·O:З% and i'nay reach 5%,
but iп а persoп that does поt -Ъelorig to this group; antiЬody to
the vitus sigпals по·.а:рраrепt risk for AIDS."41 This means
that, over. а teп-year period, ап ave:i:age of опlу 3% of aпti
body-carryiпg members of "high risk" groups will develop the
36. Letter from Donald' R. Hopkins; M.D" Assistant Surgeoл
General, U.S. PuЬJic Health Service, Acting Director, Centers for Disease
Control, Atlanta, Georgia, to Representative RoЬert J. Mrazek, November
1, 1985.
37. DuesЬerg, ор. cit., n. 8, р. 12f2. "In humans," he riotes, "virus
infection of а sufficient number of cells to elicit an antibody response
appears to take less · than 4 to 7 weeks .. "Ву contrast, the lag between infection and· the appearance of AIDS is estimated from transfusionassociated AIDS to Ье 2 to 1· years :in adults and 1 to 2 years in children
from infected mothers ..Unexpectedly, most of the AIDS virus-positive
Ыооd donors identified in transfusion-associated AIDS transmission did
not have ·AIDS when they donated Ыооd and were reported to Ье in ·good
health 6 years after the donation."
-38. lfJid. ·"ln view of the claim that the virus directly kills T•cells [an
immunologically important type of white Ыооd cell] and requires 5 years to
cause disease, we are faced with two Ьizarre options: Eithщ 5 year old
T-cells die 5 years after infection or the offspring of originally infected
T-cells die in their 50th [sic; should Ье 60th] genetation, assuming а
generation time of ()ne month for an average T-cell."
39. lbld., рр. 1212-13.
40. Hopkins, ор. cit" n. 36. Even here contradictions abound.
DuesЬerg points out that the "AIDS virus is Ьiochemically inactive even
during the acute phase of the disease. Moreover, it would Ье difficult for
the retrovirus to Ьесоmе acute five years after it had induced chronic antiviral activity." DuesЬerg, ор. cit., n. 8, р. 1413. And see Bazell, ор. cit.,
n. 35, which descriЬes the incrediЫe spread of AIDS in some Ugandan
towns, now nearly deserted, where "it is Ul)usual to find а home where
AIDS has not struck." We must Ье prepared, he says, "t<> соре with an
epidemic in parts of the Third World greater than any in modern times."
41. DuesЬerg, ор. cit" n. 8, р. 1212.
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disease, although up to 50% may. For persoпs поt iп those
groups, antibody preseпce has по relatioпship to the later developmeпt of AIDS. 42
Changes in AJDS: The Нidden .Statistics. Duesberg, after
thorough examinatioп of AIDS statistics, reaches coпclu
sions quite different from those reported iп the media. ·:вased
оп the five year lateпt period of the disease, and оп the
assumptioп that virus infectioп is sufficieпt to cause AIDS,
опе would expect the пumber of AIDS cases to iпcrease to опе
to two millioп iп the Uпited States iп the пехt five years. Тhе
virus has reportedly reached its present eпdemk level of опе to
two millioп iп the Uпited States siпce it was iпtroduced there
presumaЫy less thaп 10 years ago. " 43 These numbers,
based оп the geпerally accepted beliefs about the disease, are,
of course, far greater than еvеп the wildest пewspaper predictions. However, Duesberg.also suggests that the statistics
iпdicate а decline iп the iпcideпce and viruleпce of the disease,
пeither of which the American media have meпtioned. 44
Other Contradictions. Althougb clearly associated with
AIDS, HIV seems Ьу itself ·uпаЫе to сацsе it, or еvеп
serocoпversion. The possibllity theп arises that the virus is а
rider оп the disease's real cause, rather thaп itself beiпg that
cause.
The existence of hot spots for the disease suggests that it
may Ье dissemiпated from commoп sources as well as, or
perhaps sometimes еvеп iпstead of; direct transmissioп from
опе victim to another. While it is а simple explanatioп that direct transmissioп has occurred through sexual iпtercourse or
shared use of пeedles, the virus could Ье а coпcomitant of illпess caused iп other ways, such as Ьу toxic substances or
oth~r chemical/enviroпmeпtal factors. If commoп source is as
sigпificant iп the spread of AIDS as direct transmission, what
might the illпess-produciпg ageпt Ье? Many chemicals might
fill the Ыll, sцch as plutoпium, iпsecticides, therapeutic immuпo-suppressaпts like cyclosporiп, апd many .others, some
of which may have Ьееп deliberately created iп chemicalЬiological warfare (CBW) laboratories'. But попе seems to have
Ьееп looked for. lпvestigatioп of these other possiЫlities is
long overdue.
Environment, Genetics, and Disease. А tremeпdous, albeit
unrecogпized" thrust appareпtly exists iп mediciпe to minimize tbe social and eпviroпmeпtal causes of disease. Geпetic
causes, or processes iп which the patieпt may Ье partly respoпsiЫe, seem to Ье played up instead. 45 Blamiпg gay
42. For example, Duesberg cites а study of а totally isolated group of
male and female native American Indians in Venezuela which discovered
that from 3 to 13% had НIV antiЬodies, although попе had symptoms of
AIDS. Ibld.
43. lbld" р. 1213.
44. "Тhе spread of AIDS-from 1981to1986. has not followed the spread
of а virus with а Iatent period of 5 years. Instead, recent statistjcs indicate
no further increases in the numЬer of AIDS cases, and а significant decline
in the numЬer of AIDS fatalities in the United States. Тhе numЬer of AIDS
cases reported. in the United States has increased from aЬout 100 per 6month period in 1981 to about 5,000 during the last three 6-month periods,
from January 1985. At the same time, the case-fatality rate has declined
from а high of 88% to 32% in 1986." lbld" р. 1211.
45. Genetics and molecular Ьiology are major growth areas in medical
research. But inborn, genetic causes are being sought increasingly, and
presented in the majpr mass media (especially the New York Times) for
phenomena which are clearly socially produced. See Lawrence К. Altman,
"lnherited Factor Мау Play а Role in Risk of AIDS," New York Times, Мау
10, 1987, рр. AI, А24. А prime example was the CDC's stigmatization of
Haitians as а "risk group" for AIDS, beginning in 1982. The CDC
suggested that there might Ье genetic, rather than environmental, reasons
for а high incidence of Haitian AIDS patients. In April 1985, after con-
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males' anal intercourse or addicts' use of contaminated
needles for AIDS is one example of this process.
The retroviruses themselves may also represent а diversion of attention regarding diseases like leukemia and
lymphoma from the environment to molecular Ьiology and virology. PuЫic relations play an immensely important role i_n
American medicine today. Тhе skillful distribution of grants
сап highlight some issues and eclipse others. Today's in~
tense attention to retroviruses may therefore Ье impedirig
proper epidemiological investigation, includi~g the search for
possiЫy toxic causes, of leukemia, lympli·oma, and
.
AIDS. 46
ls AIDS а Product of Genetic Engineering?
If AIDS is not caused Ьу НIV, the so-called ·AIDS virus,
what does cause it? What might Ье the "as yet unidentified
agent, which might not even Ье а virus," to which Duesberg
refers?
Another possiЫe expl~natiori.follows. It may seem far out,
but awareness of the illegal, mufderous actions carried out Ьу
various agencies of our govёrriment, ihcluding the CIA, and
more recently, the NSC, and а history of U.S. govemment
involvement in CBW research, should help us to realize that
·
the truth ·may Ье 'striiµger than fiction.
Most observers fаЦ even to consider the possibШty that
AIDS is а product of CBW research, either as an unintended or
unexpected by-product of such research, or as а deliberate
objective of it. This is Ьу по means so far-fetched an idea as it
might seem to one unfamiliar with the . history of · such research. 47 And genetically engineered viruses have been discussed in scientific literature for decades. 48 The most direct
accusation has Ьееп made Ьу two French scientists now living
and working in the German Democratic RepuЫic, J_akob and
sideraЬle· community pressure, the designation was unceremoniously
dropped. "Haitians Removed From AIDS Risk List," New York Times,
April 10, 1985.
.
In Not ln .Оиr Genes: Вiology, Ideology, and Нитап Nature ·(New York:
Pantheon, 1984), Harvard Ьiology professor Richard. С. Lewontin, British
neuroblologist Steven Rose, aild Princeton psychologist Leon J. Kamin
point out that а well-financed campaign exists in this country to promote
such pseudo-scientific Ьiological determinism. they even characterize
critics like themselves of this new Ьiological dc::termjnism as "memЬers of
а fire brigade, constantly Ьeing ca.lled out in the middle of the night to put
out the latest conflagration .... Now it is IQ and race, now the Ьiological
inferiority of women, now the genetic fixity of human. nature."
46. See ''Тhе Origin and Spread of AIDS;" Ьу Robert Lederer in this
issue. · Retroviruses' are considered able to cause ·ьuman leukemia · and
lymphoma, although Duesberg has douЬts. А great deal of rc!search is
Ьeing carried· olit oil these and similar agents as though they were major
causes of these diseases and such research could help cure them. Yet the
fact that they тау cause AIDS does not mean that they do. Similarly with
leukemia and· lymphoma. When 1 was а medical student in 1944, leukemia
was very rare. When а patient appeared with the disease, we would all
gather around the microscope to study the Ыооd smear. But the disease
has Ьесоmе quite common since the atom bomb was dropped in 1945: With
all the puЫicity for re~earch, little attention seems directed at its
epidemiology. It has Ьесоmе much too easy to write off such possiЫy toxlc iilnesses as produced Ьу viruses, thµs causifig serious puЫic health
hazards to Ье regarded as relatively private phenomena.
47. See, for example, Кеп Lawrc;:nce, "The Нistory of U.S. BioChemical Killers," СА/В Numbe.r 17 (Summer 1982), р. 5; Louis Wolf,
''Тhе Pentagon's Other Option," ibld. And see Robert Harris and Jeremy
Paxman, А Higher Form of Killing: The Secret Story of Chemical and
Biological Waтfare (New York: Hill & Wang, 1982). See also, "CBW,
Medical Experiments, and Population Control," Ьу RoЬert Lederer in this
issue.
48. See John Cookson and Judith Nottingham, А Survey ofChemical and
Biological Waтfare (New York: Monthly Review Press, 1969), р. 281,
and Lederer, ор. cit" n. 47.
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Lilli Segal.
ТЬе Segals' Views

In Janµary 1986, the French-bom and trained Ьiologists,
Professor Jakob and Dr. LЩi Segal, puЫished а pamphlet,
AIDS: USA-Home}4q.,de Evil; Not Importedfrom Africa, extensively reprinte,q ,.t,ft7English-speaking Africa. 49 The two
scientists,_ а Ьiophy~icist and а Ьiologist affiliated with the
Humbo!dt University of Ber}in, pointed out that examination of
tbe genes making ::Цр)ЦV reveals that the differences between
it and other retrovihises'«).Sten~iЬly in the same family "could
not Iiave соте about Ьу а natural way known to the Ьiologist."
They call the virus "а cblmera, .c.reated only а few years ago,"
and they suggest Fort Detrick, Maryland, the site of much
U.S. ~overnment CBW research, as the рrоЬаЫе Ьirthplace. 0
. -.: "
Тhе Segals argue that. нlv coul~ not have evolved naturally
fщm other members of the retroyiru~ family, but was rather
asserp.]?Ieq in 1с1 way .wfliCh could only"have occurred in а laborato:ry i 1 ~hey analyzed comparisons of HTLV-1 with
HTLW-Ш~which indicated thiit the differences were "not of а
щag~ltude to ~e·explajnep Ь~ 'mutations. It was rather а matter
of. ~· cQm_Rle!e;~restrµcturing;, the disappearance of important
svuctural pa.rts .and·'~tJ:le emergeщ:e.· of .ш;w gene groups. А
~~angё froпi'the HTL\i::J to the HT~V-iII could not have соте
a~oui·.~y,: а natйral .wa~ ~own, to ihe piologist. " 51 _
The •Segals ·aJso debunk the so-called "green monkey"
theory, а theory supported Ьу Dr. Gallo and а number of other
researchers. (This theory posits that а simian retrovirus was
transformed, or ·mutated, into the human retrovirus, after
African victims were either Ьitten Ьу the green monkey, or ate
green monkey щеаt.) They explain convincingly that the
minimal similarities found between simian T-Iymphotropic
virus Ш (STLV-III) found in some· green monkeys and
HTLV-III "is not surprising since we know that proteins of
certain ranges of the virus are similar in ·а11 retroviruses."52
With virtually по serious testing or examination, the theory
that AIDS may have arisen in the green 'inonkey and been then
transfeпed to Africans..:._the first AIDS patients-was fed to а
credulous press which, as the Segals note, "even reported that ·
the two [retroviruses] could hardly Ье distinguished." 53
Тhеу examine the epidex:tiiology of the disease, and their
views contrast strongly with Dr. Gall~'s. Gallo states that the
disease was first described in 1981 (although with the benefit
of hindsight а number of cases dating to 1978 and 1979 were
then 'recognizaЫe as AIDS) and "is рrоЬаЫу the result of а new
infection of huщan beings that began in central Africa, perhaps
as recently as the 1950s. From there it рrоЬаЫу spread to the
Caribbean and· then to the U.S. and Europe."54
Although the Segals agree with the dates of reported cases,
they vigorously deny the suspected earlier origin in Africa.
Moreover, they point out that the early cases, in New York,
San Francisco, and Chicago, indicate an outbreak at least as
early as 1979 in the U.S. And, they stress, cases in westem
Europe and in Africa were only reported later. They also
49. Jakob and Lilli Segal, A/DS: USA-Home Made Evil; Not Importedfrom
Africa, по date, no puЫication information. The author's сору of this
mimeographed, 68-page pamphlet was evidently puЫished in ZamЬia or
Zimbab..ye in ear\y 1986.
50. /Ьid" рр. 7, 1J, 13.
51. /Ьid., р. 7.
52. Ibld" р. 18.
;iЗ. /Ьid.

54. Gallo,

ор.

cit.,

п.

2,

р.

47.
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The african green monkey (Cercopithecus aethiops), the
animal which Dr. Gallo and others believe may have
harbored the ancestor of HIV. Credit: Sci~ntific American
magazine.

believe that the outbreaks were the result of particular CBW
research which had commenced at Fort Detrick in 1977. 55
The Segals are not the only researchers to have suggested
that genetic engineering was involved with AIDS. 56 John
Seale, M.D., а London venereologist, has also stated that the
molecular structure of HIV suggests manipulation of other
viruses rather than а natural mutation from known retroviruses. 57 And Robert Strecker, M.D., а Los Angeles intemist,
has made the same assertion. 58
The Segals' assertions, as well as that of Dr. Seale, Dr.
Strecker, this author, and others, have received consideraЫe
attention in the intemational press, particularly. the Soviet
press, which has had many articles about the Segals since
1985. But all such assertions have met with а vigorous campaign of denials from the U .S. govemment, which has labeled
the charges "Soviet disinformation," 59 and from the U.S.
medical research estaЫishment. (See "Media Coverage of
AIDS/CBW Charges," in this issue, for а detailed examination of this campaign, itself а major disinformation operation.)
А

Better Hypothesis
Segals believe that the creation of HIV may result from

Тhе

55. Segals, ор. cit., п. 49, рр. 15, 13.
56. These theories are discussed at some length in Lederer,
~-

ор.

cit"

п.

.

57. See Joumal of the Royal Society of Medicine, August 1986.
58. /Ьid.
59. The obstacles which this author has faced in asking in the American
media why toxic causes were not being investigated were mentioned in
note 5, supra.
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ongoing CBW research, with humans perhaps being used as
guinea pigs rather than being deliberately attacked. Strecker
believes HIV may Ье а product of genetic engineering experimentation related to cancer research. Seale has also
suggested, tentatively, that the virus may have соте from
CBW research. And Whiteside insists that environmental
causes are important. But none has taken the next step beyond
these questions: asking whether AIDS-both the disease and
the virus, HIV-were created deliberately.
This hypothesis must first explain how Duesberg's proposition that HIV does not cause AIDS can Ье integrated with
the assertion of the Segals and others 'that HIV results from
genetic experimentation. The association of HIV with AIDS is
universally recognized, even if it does not mean that HIV
causes AIDS.
AIDS itself may Ье caused Ьу immuno-suppressant chemicals or toxins, but if HIV, which is so closely associated
with it, is indeed synthetic, the naturalness of the disease
itself must also Ье questioned. Might the virus then Ье а
laboratory-created, minimally infective agent intended to Ье
Ыamed for the chemical poisoning it actually accompanies? Is
the technology of the twentieth century thus being used to implement suпeptitious poisonings like those of the sixteenth
century Borgias? AIDS, thus viewed, may Ье· less an unexpected byproduct of CBW research than а deliberately intended product.
The selective, and sometimes deliberate, dissemination of
immuno-suppressant chemicals along with the so-called
AIDS virus, HIV, as а rider, would explain much about the
disease pattems which have been reported. It could explain the
greatly increased seropositivity rate in the San Francisco
group. 60 It could explain the targeting of addicts, а despised
group with по political influence, whose affliction might Ье
seen as demonstrating the "natural" existence of the disease,
thus desensitizing people to the possiЬility of its having been
deliberately created. It could explain the targeting of the gay
population in the United States, hated and feared Ьу many
political conservatives who could then use AIDS, just as
communism was used forty years ago, to smear and discredit
their opponents. And it could also explain the possiЫe covert
targeting of African leaders, suggested Ьу the unusual class
distribution of the disease there.
AIDS may therefore have been deliberately created as а
natural-seeming method of assassination, а superЫy effective intimidating and polarizing political tool. Indeed it could Ье
an almost perfect method of political assassination, an activity
in which the Central Intelligence Agency has so long specialized.

Conclusion
Many quesilons exist about AIDS, but perhaps the most
important is whether it has been deliberately created. The information described here, and the history of CBW research,61 suggest that AIDS may indeed Ье another example
of а deliberately created disease. In any event,. it is clear that
the epidemiological and puЫic health measures long needed to
investigate this question and, particularly, the possiЫe toxic
causes of AIDS are not being implemented. Without understanding all the causes of this disease we will never Ье аЫе
either to prevent it or to treat it properly.
•
60. See Altman, ор. cit., п. 24.
61. See ops. cit., пп. 47, 48; especially
1982).

СА/В,

Number 17 (Summer

Number 28 (Summer 1987)

i.

.!

-

"-

(continued from page 68)
Of course, in order to defend its support of the mujahedin
fighting Afghanistan and the contras fighting Nicaragua, while
at the sаще time denouncing the Palestine Liberation Organization fighting Israel and the Farabundo Martf Liberation Front
fighting El Salvador, the administration had to engage in some
fancy semantic trickery. Terrorism was defined in terms of
aggressive, indiscriminate acts of violence, but America's
friends never attacked, they only retaliated against legitimate
targets.
The "Elite" Units, and How ТЬеу Have Grown ··
In 1982, the Army set up the 1st SpeciaI· Operatioцs Command, headquartered at Fort Bragg in Fayetteville, North Carolina, to coordinate its special forces activities, with а separate
budget for the development and procurement of special assault
weapons. That year, the administration also estaЫished the
Special Defense Acquisition Fund," to· stockpile arms and
equipment for quicker transfers around the world. 4 In 1983,
the Air Force created the 23rd Air Force to coordinate its special activities. This unit is known ·10 have at least а dozen
МС130 Combat Talon planes, which can· fly low at night and
drop · troops and :supplies with ·pinpoint ·ассuгаоу. Then, in
1984, the Joint Chiefs of-Staf.f <initiated the· Joint ·Special
Operations Agericy, under Major Geneфl. Wesley Н. Rice, to
.
.
coordinate all the special military units~ 5
Operating on а pilrallel track, а: very:.secret organization, the
Intelligence Support'· Activity, ,had been 'estaЫished in 1980,
without the knowledge of Congress .. It helped coordinate the
first Iran hostage· operation, worked·:cJosely ·with elements
within the CIA in developing expertise in covert operations"
and reportedly coordinated mШtary-CIA cooperation in Gentral
America. Тhе ISA is also credited Ьу the· media with the rescue
of ·Brigadier General James · Dozier from his Red Brigade
kidnappers in Italy in 1982-. 6 In April 1983, the ISA was inдiscreetly mentioried during congressional hearings into alleged POW rescue operations in Lao's (no prisoners were ever
found).· An intemal military investigation was commenced,
and in 1984 the ISA, with Ьу then 250 officers coordinating
military intelligence and covert operations, was disbanded.
Т\1е Delta Force, on the other hand, though it had been an
integral part. of ISA operations, survived, grew in size and
strength, and developed its shining image:
The First Big Flop
Although it was organized in 1977, the Delta Force did not
see at:tion until the night of April 24, 1980, when Charlie
Beckwith led an·ill~prepared team with faulty equipment on an
iiripossiЫe hostage rescue ·пiission. The mission, personaliy
approved Ьу а frustrated President Carter, w.as dubbed Operation Eagle Claw. Four Air Force C-lЗOs were to fly а team of
more than 100 men to Desert One, where they would transfer to
eight Navy helicopters coming in on а different route. Тhе
helicopters would refuel and take the commandos to Desert
Two, 50 miles from Tehran. From there -they would traveJ Ьу
truck into downtown Tehran, where the 53 U.S. Embassy personnel had been held hostage for half а year, -raid the
4. Washington Post, June 10, 1984.
5. New York Times, June 6, 8, 1984; Washington Post, June 10, 1984.
6. Some European observeг,; actually Ьelieve that the Dozier kidnapping,
.
and his rescue, were Ъoth staged.
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Embassy, free Фе hostages, and make their exit.
Тhе pl:in fell apart at Desert One. One of the helicopters
never made it; two which did clogged with desert sand. One
crasheд jnto а С-130. Without enough helicopters to transport
the full team, Beckwith decided to beat а hasty retreat. Не left
eight men dead (killed in the crash) and three helicopters fiПed
with classified documents which fеП into Iranian hands and
compromised the cover of а number of CIA agents-many of
whom ·ьаd recently arrived in Tehran to arrange for the trucks.
One of the men waiting at Desert Two until word of the
fiasco was transmitted was · Oliver North. 7 Soon after his
retum to Washirtgton, he reportedly began. work on а second
rescue plan, Operation Honey Bear, with Major General
Richard Secord, who bad previously served as U.S. military
Iiaison in tehran. But Ьу the time the plan was fully drafted,
Reagan was President and the hostages were home. Six years
Iater, Secord, now retired, was to Ье deeply involved in the
ltan/contra st:andal, master of Swiss bank accounts, arms dealer
extraordinary.
North' s role in Desert One has never been forgotten Ьу the
Iranians, even as they negotiated for U.S. ·arms in 1985 and
1986. Last November, in а speech discussing the clandestine
visit of former National Security Adviser Robert McFarlane to
Tehran the previous Мау, Speaker of the Parliament Hasheпii
Rafsanjani noted that the man who "designed and conдucted"
the ill-fated raid accompanied McFarlane: 8 Of course, Rafsanjani 's evident displeasure did not prevent the Iranians from
act:epting 20 plaiieloads of weapons in the wake of McFarlaiie's visit:
Was ·Carter Sandbagged?
А number of commentators have concluded, with consideraЫe evidence, that Beckwith's mission was doomed before it
began. 9 Тhat conclusion has led to the intriguing notion that the
rescue operatibЙ,'.was deliberately intended to damage Jimmr
Carter' s already ·plummeting popularity, with an еуе to the
upcoming -elections. 'Some support for this hypothesis comes
from the belief that the ·coordinator at the time of overall ISA
operations (of which Delta Fщсе was а part) was General John
Vessey, Jr., who had been one of the two high-ranking puЫic
critic;s of Carter's 1979 ,pfan'<to withdraw s9me U.S ..troops
froni<sщith ·j\Q.r.ea. :rn.e;~'Pther, '· Vessey'~. colleague, Major
G~q~ral~John ~.-.$ing1aub, \.V~s fп:ed Ьу Carter and went on to
pro.Щ!.n,ence as. 0the he<;id of the· extreЧJ.e rightw,ing W orld AntiC9mmu~ist J..;eague, and а major con'dµif,-for funding the
~· •f"v
:
e,Qtitf(lS. wiф pri\ttjte and hidden government ·money .. Vessey
reпiain~d·in the milltaiy, and was Iater appointed Ьу President
Reagan to the post of Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
J
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Parade of Failures
Тhе calamity at Desert One was the first of а string of
botched missions Delta Force can claim. It next saw action in
the U.S. invasion of Grenada·in October 1983, although the
fact of its participation was not reported for almost а year, and
the Pentagon continues to refuse comment. In October 1984
two former Army intelligence officers, Richard А. Gabriel and

7. See the excellent ;irticle Ьу Ma.rk репу, "The ISA Behihd the NSC," The
Nation, January 17, 1987.
8. Associated Press, November 29, 1986.
9. See especially, Phillip Keisling, "Desert One: The Wrong Man and the
Wrong Plan," Washington Monthly, December 1983, р. 51; and cf., Мuпау
Kempton, "The Good Soldier," New York Review of Books, DecemЬer 22,
1983.
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Paul L. Savage, puЫished а book, Military lncompetence:
Why the U.S. Military Doesn' t Win, which reported that а Delta
Force unit had spearheaded the invasion, about an hour before
the Rangers parachuted onto the Point Salines airport run.
way. 19
According to the two authors, the Delta Force landing was а
disaster, with one helicopter crashing and 22 of. the 35 men
involved in the raid killed or wounded. Their mission-to.clear
the runway, which was littered. with construction machinery,
for the Rangers-was unfulfilled and the Rangers had to land
Ьу parachute. According tp.a number of analysts, this failure
would have seriously jeopardized the.entire invasion, had not
the Americans vastly outnum.bered the defending forces.
Although Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger vigorously
denied that any casualties had been concealed, or that there had
Ьееn ·any advance Delta Force landirig, CBS-TV obtained a,nd
aired fi}ms taken during the invasion Ьу an island resident
which showed.the crash.of а Hughes Defender Цelicopter, sur-.
rounded Ьу others of that nщke.11 This helicopter, known
since the Vietnam War as а Huey, is used regularly Ьу the
Delta Force, but was not listed·by the Pentagonin.the inventory
of eqцipment it said was used in the invasion .• ;.
Stanley' Lucas, the father of Captain Steve· J,,ucas, killed in
the invasion, told UPI after the puЫicity surrounding the
release .of· фе Gabriel-Savage book that bls sщ1 was а Huey
pilot wposejob. was to ferry Delta Force personnel. Mr. l.ucas
was not informed of his son 's death until fощ days after the
event, part, he said, of а cover1.1p, 12 Finally, it was reported
that Gen. Vessey admitted in а letter to а member of the House

Wreckage of U .S. helicopters at Desert One. Credit: UPI.
Armed Services Committee that at least one secret operation
on. Grenada had failed. 13 There is competition for the honor,
however. It was reported that the Navy SEAL commandos also
failed in their pre-invasion raid designed to knock Radio Free
Grenada off the air, first because one of their landing vessels
sank, and then because they attacked the wrong building.
10. And see, Facts оп File, October 26, 1984.
11. Associated Press, OctoЬer 22, 1984.
12. United Press lntemational, OctoЬer 21, 22, 23, 1984.
13. lbld" October 22, 1984.

Where the Action lsn't
The next reported deployment of the Delta Force was to Los
Angeles in the Summer of 1984, to guard against terrorism at
the Olympic Games. Since nothing happened, а charitaЫe
historian might chalk tbls up as а Delta Force victory. 14
(Тhеу played а similar role at the July 4, 1986 Statue of Liberty
celebrations, with equal success. 15)
In 1985, Delta Force teams were activated four times but
never got to do their thing. On June 14, gunmen hijacked TWA
flight 847, bound from Athens for Rome and diverted it to
Beirut, the beginning of а tense, 17-day ordeal. On the second
day а: Delta Force unit was sent to the Middle East, but the
same day the hijackers released а letter signed Ьу 29 of the
hostages urging President Reagan to refrain from "any direct
military action on ощ behalf."· The Delta Force was never
used, and, after 15 days of negotiations, mostly with Shi'ite
Amal leaderNaЬih Berri, all but one ofthe 145 passengers and
eight crew members had been.released; one American had been
killed Ьу the hijackers the second day of the takeover.
The incident involved an example of diplomatic linguistic
gymnastics reminiscent of President Reagan's televised
assertion that the U:S. was not selling arms to Iran in exchange for the release of hostages. When the hijackers demanded freedom for а number of Shi'ite prisoners in jail in
lsrael, and Israel-after some prodding from the U.S.-said
they would do so, Secretary of State George Shultz announced
he would Ье "glad" if the Israeli release led to the release of the
Ч.S. hostages, but, he insisted, there was no linkage. 16
In September 1985, as McFarlane and North were shipping
Vast quantities of weapons to Iran, they were persuaded Ьу the
Israelis, who were doing most of the shipping, that Iranian
gratitude was ·sure to lead to the release of several, if not all, of
the six Americans j:ield at the tim.e Ьу kidnappers in Lebanon.
As one of them was. William Buckley, described as а political
attache from the U.S. Embassy in Lebanon but in fact the
CIA's Beirut Chief of Station, CIA Director William Casey
was pushing desperately for his release. In any event, according to the Washington Post, 11 officials wete so sure of а
hostage release that а Delta Force unit was aboard an aircraft
carrier moved to the Lebanese coast "in case а rescue mission
had to Ье staged." However, only one hostage, Rev. Benjamin
Weir, was released. Не was hustled onto the carrier, and taken
secretly to Norfpik, Virginia. Weir infoпned officials of his
belief, later proved to Ье true, that Buckley was already
dead~ 18 but his release was not announced for four days as
the administration waite~ expectantly for the others to Ье set
free. Тhis never happened, the 1sraelis were suitaЫy embarrassed, and the lranians said that some more arms would
sщely secure the release of the others. This Delta Force "rescue" had involved nothing more than accepting delivery of one
hostage from his kidnappers.
Тhе next month, OctoЬer 1985, the Delta Force was mired
in another hostage crisis, but this time their role was not so
benign. They severely damaged relations between the United
14. Associated Press; June 28, 1986.
15. lbld.
16. lbld., June 30, 1985.
17. Walter Pincus, ·~secret Message Added Pressure to Free Hostage,"
Washington Post, December 14, 1986.
18. In fact, Buckley had apparently Ьееп taken to Tehran, tortured, and
killed there, after consideraЫe information had Ьееп extracted. According to
AIЬert Hakim's testimony before Congress, Oliver North asked Iran in October 1986 to retum his Ьоdу and а сору of his "debrief." Reuters, June 4, 1987.
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States and Italy and led to the collapse of the govemmeпt of
Prime Minister Bettiпo Craxi.
This фnе, the Цijackers of the cruiseship Achille Lauro
were оп board ап Egyptiaп airliner bound from Cairo to Tuпis,
wh~n p.s:, figh,ter plaпes forced it to laпd at ajoiпt U .S.-Italiaп
NATO base оп Sicily. Delta Force troops theп la:пded апd
pegщi . ..yhat developed iпto а 22-hour staпdoff with Ital_iaп
offic.ia.)s over w,tю would take custody of the waпted passeп
gers .)tali,a,i;i,. ~oldiers апd police who suпouпded the _plane
were iп. tUrn .suпouпded Ьу Delta Force commandos апd both
'~iф~s argued the tlпe poiпts of jurisdictioп. The U.S. commandos· were iп radio coritact with Washiпgtoп апd 1шder
~rders to "pick up the teпorists," but ап Italiaп officer fiпally
coпviпced them that his теп were поt goiпg to reliпquish
soveп~igпty without а battle, апd the Delta Force backed off.
ItaJy commeпced. crimiпal proceediпgs agaiпst the hijackers
d~.spite .а heated exchaпge b<:;tweeп Reagaп апd Craxi iп which
po_th leaders demaпded. the right of first prosecutioп. А few
4ays later,.Craxi's govemmeпt fell, embroiled iп а Ьitter fight
over beiпg browbeateп Ьу the Americans оп the опе haпd, and
lettiпg опе of the passeпgers, PLO official Mohammed
Abbas, leave the couпtry оп the other. 19
, , Iп Novernber, the Delta Force was allowed the luxury of
watchiпg somebody else Ыоw it. Ап Egyptiaп airliпer, this
time headiпg from Atheпs to Cairo, was hijacked апd diverted
tq Malta. Ап ~gyptian military traпsport рlапе таппеd with its
versioп of ап anti-teпorist team, the Saaka Force, flew to Luqa
Airport оп Malta with orders to storm the рlапе if пecessary.
Three U.S. officers were оп board the рlапе, haviпg offered to
assist the Egyptiaпs. Navy jet fighters iп the Меditепапеап
were put оп aleri to provide air cover for the Egyptiaп transport,
and а Delta Force uпit prepared to head for Sicily, just а few
miпutes Ьу air from Luqa. But оп Malta, local officials were
angered Ьу the preseпce of the three Americans and ordered
two of them to go to the U.S. Embassy. The third, Major
Geпeral Robert Dudley Wiegand, chief of the U.S. office of
inilitary cooperatioп iп Cairo, who had brought civiliaп
clothes, was allowed to chaпge апd remaiп at the airport.
Maltese authorities theп preveпted the Delta Force uпit from
t

~
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laпdiпg. 20

The

Corruption or Laundry Operation?
Iп late 1985, the Delta Force was also iп the пews for ап. other reasoп, this time haviпg пothiпg to do with hostage
rescues. After а two-year Justice Departmeпt iпvestigatioп, а
Delta Force officer, Lieuteпaпt Coloпel Dale Dипсап, was
,iпdicted оп seveп couпts of misusiпg more than $130,000 iп
,,govemmeпt fuпds; other officers faced courts-martial; апd а
small group of Delta Force troops were suspected of the diversioп of more than $500,000 through douЬle Ьilliпg. The federal
:aIIegatioпs suggested that the mопеу was misappropriated for
persoпal use, but facts developed iп the course of the iп
vestigatioп which poiпted to other possiЫe sceпarios. 21
As aпti-terrorist operatioпs have iпcreased duriпg the
Reagaп admiпistratioп, so it seems have related "special
operatioпs." The iпvestigatioп which led to the Dипсап iп
. dictmeпt also discovered that uпits like the Delta Force have
,

19. United Press International, October 11, 12, 17, 28, 1985.
20. /Ьid" October 17, 28, 1985; Associated Press, December 5, 1985.
21. Associated Press, November 29, 1985; Тiте, December 2, 1985,
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used to lauпder топеу for covert operatioпs. At опе
the court documeпts disclosed, the Army ran а froпt
company iп Аппапdаlе, Virgiпia to provide security support
for secret operatioпs. Dипсап had helped ruп the соmрапу,
Busiпess Security Iпtematioпal, which was disbaпded iп
1983. Duпсап filed suit before his iпdictmeпt, claimiпg he had
Ьееп wroпgfully accused апd that the firm, code-пamed
"Yellow Fruit," supported "classified, seпsitive special
operatioпs units. " 22
Iп February 1986 Duпcah was coпvicted of а miпor theft
charge апd two couпts of filiпg false claims. However, the
prosecutor admitted that Busiпess Security Iпtematioпal had
Ьееп ап Army orgaпizatioп "to preveпt hostile foreigп elemeпts
from discoveriпg what а group of small Army uпits were
doiпg." Duпca11· was acquitted of charges felatiпg to over
$130,000 the Justice Departmeпt fouпd missiпg from the
firm's fuпds. The iпvestigations, which result'ed iп discipliпary actions agaiпst more thaп 80 members of the Delta
Force, demoпstrated, iп the words of а ·four-star geпeral
quoted Ьу the Washington Post, that the special uпits "got
caпied away" апd failed to accouпt properly for rропеу used iп

poiпt,

claпdestiпe missioпs. 23
Iп

April 1987 it was disclosed that Yellow Fruit had es-

taЫished а Swiss bank accouпt through which some $2.5 millioп has passed, some goiпg to buy equipmeпt for the

Nicaraguaп contras .. The source Of the fuпds was поt disclosed. Although __ Busiпess Security Iпtematioпal had closed
dowп iп December 1983,
accouпt was still active, and both
Richard Secord artd Oliver North had access to it. 24 The matter was refeпed/to the Special Pros~cutor, and it·has поt Ьееп
meпtioпed siпce .iп the ptess.
. .. .
Arouпd ·the same .time the Swiss account was revealed, it
was also disclosed that D.elta Force pefsori~el had assiste;d а
"private" TeX:as соmрапу, Peregriпe Iпtematioпal Associates, iп ап aborted 1982 plot to assassiпate the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeiпi. Executives of the соmрапу, claimiпg that
the U. S. govemmeпt owed it more thaп $1 millioп for services
rendered, weпt puЫic with пearly iпcrediЫe details of а
loпg-staпdiпg operatioп to provide cover support for covert
U.S. operatioпs. 25

tlie

Egyptiaпs weпt

рlапе, maпaged

it аlопе, апd iп а Ыооdу assault оп the
to kill 57 of the 98 passeпgers апd crew.

Ьееп

р.

Karachi: Тоо Late Again
In September 1986 а Рап Ат jet ашvшg at Karachi,
Pakistaп frщп Bombay, Iпdia was boarded Ьу teпorists posiпg as airport security persoппel. Fort Bragg was alerted agaiп
апd the Delta Force was dispatched to Karachi. But before they
aпived, the plaпe's geпerator died, the hija:ckers paпicked апd
Ьеgап to shoot passeпgers, апd the Pakistaпi commaпdos
stormed the рlапе. Тwепtу-опе passeпgers were dead. As
Facts оп File succiпctly put it: "Delta Force Тоо Late
Agaiп. " 26·
This last iп а chaiп of failures and пo-shows has led поt, as
опе might have expected, to апу serious questioпiпg of the
value of such а uпit, but to calls for world-wide deploymeпt of
the Delta Force апd for а geпeral beefiпg up of military aпti
teпorist forces.
22. Washington Post, NovemЬer 29, 1985; and see, United Press International, November 20, 1985 .
23. Washington Post, November 29, 1985, February 13, 1986.
24. New York Times, April 22, 1987.
25. Philadelphia Inquirer, April 26, 1987, р. 1-А.
26. Facts оп File, SeptemЬer 12, 1986; Associated Press, September 8,
1986.
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Plans for the Future
For the last two years the Reagan administration has been
calling loudly for the expansion of its special operations
forces. In the case of the I)elta Force; the greatest perceived
defect is being stuck in North Carolina, where cases of inter-
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Colonel Charlie А. Beckwith. Credit: WorldWide Photos.
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national teпorism are rather infrequent. In fact, in June 1985,
former President Richard Nixon called for the transfer of Delta
Force headquarters to Westem Europe or the Middle East,
"because that's where the action is." 27 The September 1986
Karachi airport fiasco gave further impetus to the calls for
some overseas pre-positionirig of Delta Force troops. Un~
confirmed reports indicated that the Defense Department had
asked British Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher for permission to base а Delta Force unit at the London headquarters of
the Special Air Service, Britain's elite undercover outfit. 28 In
addition, Israel offer~d to stage joint training exercises with
America's anti-teпorist units, although the. Pentagon has
never puЫicly asked for any such joint operations. 29
In Мау 1986, Senators William Cohen (Rep.-Me.) and Sam
Nunn (Dem.-Ga.) proposed legislation to put all special
forces uriits under а unified, well-financed command. As Noel
Koch, Secretary Weinberger's top aide for special operations,
said at the time, "We've got military bands that are in а higher
state of readiness tlian some of our special operations units. "30
·
What Does It All Mean
It remains to Ье seen whether the Congress will pump more
funds into the Delta Force, or any other of the elite 'special
operations outfits. Revelations of· illegal, often harebrained
schen'ies, many involving the military as well as the CiA,
continue to pour forth from the ongoing hearings, but whenever
seiisitive operations, including Delta Force, are mentioned,
the' subject is quickly changed Ьу the less than intrepid interrogators. It seems unlikely that the dismal record of 'the antiter'rorist ·fotces will Ье put under the congressional microscope. As our review of the past six years indicates, these
units have Ьееn much more su~cessful iaundering funds for
covert operations and helping contras than they have ever been
in rescuing hostages ·or countering teпorism. Whether' in the
world of political reality' that means less inoney or more
8
money, only time will tell.
27. United Press Intemational, June 26, 1985; and see, Newsweek, De-·
cember 16, 1985.
28. Associated Press, September 14, 1986.
29. United Press Intemational, July 10, 1986.
30. lbld" Мау 15, 1986.
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DELTAGATE?
Ву

Ellen Ray and William Schaap

Опе of the maiп reasoпs soft-spokeп Jimmy Carter lost his
1980 Ьid for reelectioп was his disastrous attempt to get tough
with Iraп-the Desert Опе hostage "rescue" fiasco. lroп
ically, tough-talkiпg Roпald Reagaп is curreпtly embroiled iп
the Iranlcontra scaпdal as а result of his equally buпgled effort to sell Iraп weapoпs iп retum for the release of hostages .
Mariпe Lieuteпaпt Coloпel Oliver North was iпvolved iп
Ьoth escapades, апd опе orgaпizatioп , the Delta Force, has
played а key role throughout the eпtire period. But while Oliver
North's every move, every decisioп, апd every memo is
scrutiпized Ьу the world's press апd а raft of coпgressioпal
committees, по опе is lookiпg very closely at the Delta Force.
Despite ап uпmitigated record of failures, the Delta Force
eпjoys а totally uпdeserved reputatioп as the heroic froпt liпe
of America's escalatiпg war agaiпst world terrorism . А
Ьest-selliпg (if less thaп accurate) book апd а guпg-ho Chuck
Norris movie (equally fictitious) haveп't hurt.

tioп-at least uпtil the [raпlcontra revelatioпs exposed its
hypocritical facade.
The Delta Force was orgaпized iп 1977 to provide а uпit
more specialized thaп the Army's Special Forces (Greeп
Berets) апd the Navy's SEAL commaпdos. It was поt iп
teпded for couпter-iпsurgeпcy operatioпs, such as the Viet.паm War, but for couпter-terrorist, commaпdo raids. Its motto
is "Speed, Surprise, Success," апd its mеп are traiпed to use
some rather exotic weapoпs , such as "flash-baпg" devices to
temporarily stuп апd Ыiпd terrorists. They are issued submachiпeguпs with sileпcers апd пight scopes, leam how to
pick locks апd blow doors with plastique, апd fly iп Ыасk
helicopters with iпfrared seпsors for пight flights. Delta Force
has aЬout 100 "operators," selected from throughout the military, the cream of the crcp. 2 However, as we shall see, they
have had few chaпces to use their uпique arseпal, апd оп the
rare occasioпs Delta Force teams saw combat, they have Ьееп

siпgularly uпsuccessful.

What Is the Delta Force?
As receпtly as early 1986, the Репtаgоп refused to acknowledge puЫicly the very existeпce of the Delta Force, 1
despite the fact that its fouпder апd first commaпdiпg officer,
Coloпel Charlie А. Beckwith, had puЫished his autoЬiogra
phy, Delta Force, iп 1983. Statistics about persoппel, budget,
апd capaЬilities are still hard to come Ьу, but eveпts of the last
two years have thrust the Delta Force iпto the пews. Careful
iпvestigatioп reveals mапу details about the supersecret uпit
and its place in iJ1e graпd strategy of aпti-terrorism, а strategy
which had Ьесоmе ап obsessioп of the Reagaп admiпistra1. U.S. News & World Report, January 6, 1986, рр. 60-61;
2, 1985 " р . 41 .

Ьer

Тiте,

Decem-

Iroпically, it was the failure of the Delta Force iп Iraп iп
1980 which led to the creatioп of а coпfusiпg jumЫe of uпits,
commaпds, апd ageпcies all struggliпg, sometimes at cross
purposes, iп the Reagaп admiпistratioп's "war agaiпst terrorism." Reagaп's strategists Ьelieved from the outset that this
war should Ье carried out Ьу beefed-up, elite, secret commaпdo uпits, exteпdiпg the military's сопсерt of special
forces from couпter-iпsurgeпcy to couпter-terrorism . The
Delta Force Ьесаmе а part of that structure. 3

(continued оп page 63)
2. U.S. News & World Report, January 6, 1986,
3. Associated Press, SeptemЬer 19, 1985.
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